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Sunday Worship— 
Summer Schedule 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m.  
(The Well) 

Worship 9:30 a.m.  
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Mission Trip 

to Idaho 

Adventures    
   The senior high 
youth left on 
Saturday, July 15, 
headed for Idaho 
Servant Adventures 
near Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho. Idaho 
Servant Adventures 
partners with 
numerous            
non-profits, 
agencies, and 

Christian organizations in the “Silver Valley” of north Idaho, serving 
under-served kids, youth, adults, families, and communities in one of 
the least advantaged counties in the nation.  
     This trip has been in our hearts and minds for over 10 years and 
with the congregation’s generous support and prayers along with the 
hard work of our youth and adult volunteers, this trip finally came to 
fruition this past year. FPC’s youth group has had many amazing 
opportunities over the years, this mission trip being no different.  
     The 4 adult sponsors (Geri Doll, Steven Harper, Matt & Joanna 
Ediger) and 11 youth (Meryt & Jacob Ediger, Katie Young, Torre 
Rekoske, Sam & Chris Gales, Sailor Sulier, Khyah Van Es, Sierra 
Coldwater, Zach Blessant and Jessy Lynn) arrived by plane in 
Spokane, WA, late Saturday night.  On Sunday, they dropped in on 
some of the Edigers’ relatives for lunch, then continued on their way 
to Shoshone Mountain Retreat to begin the Idaho Servant Adventures 
week.  
     On Friday, the mission week ended and Sheli Blessant met us and 
took the group to her sister’s house on Priest Lake, where we were 
hosted throughout 
the day until our 
departure on 
Saturday 
morning.  
     The youth 
group is very 
grateful for this 
experience and 
your prayers for 
this mission trip.  

Youth Group at Lake Coeur D'Alene  

Shoshone Mountain Retreat 
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 Congregational Care  
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 
Karen Bove, Jane Donoho, Dennis & Mary Jo McCormack, 

Denise Taylor, Greg Brown, Amber Brasch, Warren Carter, Seth 
Kite, Jim & Ann Miller, Charlotte Trombold, Mack & Kay 
McDoniel, Jason Van Sickle, Cassandra Leidig-Carrillo, Ralph & 
Roberta Fiebach, Jeff Crittenden, Jeannetta Miner, Lee Nora   
Noel, Ted & Betty Vlamis, Eleanor Gingerich, and Angela Savute. 

Sympathy: 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Tom & Gerry Winters 

family on the death of Gerry’s mother, Mary Jane Rieckenberg, in 
Mt. Hope, KS. Please keep Mary Jane’s family and friends in your 
prayers as they grieve this recent death. 

   1 Judy Bogart 
  2  Harriet Lewis 
  3  Virginia  
    Edwards 
     Esther Harrington 
  5  Stephen  Barcus 
        Braxton Guimond 
  6  Jo Hillen 
  7  Sigmond Jacob 
  8 David Blumenshine 
      Margaret Carnahan 
    Jim York 
  9   Chace Howard 
     Jean Terrell 
     Jo Anne Terrell 
 10 Scott Lyon 
 11  Betty Jo Dotzour 
   Elton Garrison 
 14 Samuel Hibarger 
 17  Linda Bair 
    Jack Harrison 
 18  Addison  Wegerle 
 19  Stephanie Bird- 
       Hutchison 
   Peggy Church 
   Roger Eastwood 
   Karen Fleming 
   Douglas Hutchison 
   Mary Inman 
   Jeannetta Miner 

 21  Patty Cole 
   Don Hutchison 
23   James Gross 
  Jim Miller 
24  Katie Guimond 
      Mary Ellen Williford 
25  Kimberly Duncan 
   Carroll Hoke  
   Charlotte Trombold  
26 Catherine Johnston 
      Bridget Norwood 
27  Matt Ediger 
   Brenda Warner 
28 Tim Cooper  

 Gwendolyn Pugh 
29  Elise Black 
       Kristin Caradine 
       Dan Nyberg 
30 Roger Lyon 
       Trebor Rekoske 
31   Cynthia Berner 

 
 
 
 
 
      

 Ministry Staff  
The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Judy Conners 
Parish Associate (Visitation) 

conners@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Tom Church 
Parish Associate (Membership) 

tpchurch@cox.net 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

jaldrich@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

youth@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Garner 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

childrendirector@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

bixler@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

msweeney620@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Huffman 
Assoc. Organist/Archivist 

huffman@firstchurchwichita.org 
 
 

 Administrative Staff  
Nancy Bishop 
Office Manager 

finance@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Debbie Schnelle 
Administrative Assistant 

publications@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

facilities@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner Assistant Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 
sj.ml.sears@att.net 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  
Extending Hospitality to the Stranger 

Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 

  Lately, there has been some confusion over our church’s commitment to 
extend hospitality to the stranger as represented in the Refugee, who comes from 
another country to this country.  Objections to the banner that once hung on our 
front fence, “Refugees Welcome,” have been seen by some as a political statement 
in defiance of the President’s policies toward Refugees and Immigrants.  Even the 
verse found in Mark, Matthew, and Luke, which essentially has Jesus saying, 
“render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and render unto God 
the things that are God’s,” is cited as proof of their opinion that the Church 
must be inhospitable to Refugees if the government is.   
 As I stated in my sermon, “When Jesus Becomes Caesar,” ( here is the link 
from our website www.firstchurchwichita.org/media/sermons/view/confusing-
jesus-with-caesar) a Hebrew understanding of this scripture sees that everything 

belongs to God because Yahweh is Israel’s rightful sovereign and not Caesar.  We see this picked up by Jesus’ own 
disciples, who refused to stop witnessing in word and deed the Good News of the Gospel when asked by the 
religious and civil authorities (Acts 3:1-4:22).  Early Christians even were martyred for the faith for refusing to 
sacrifice to Caesar… something everyone in the Roman Empire was required to do (See the Martyrdom of Polycarp 
for further reading).  Clearly, obeying God takes precedence over obeying Caesar.   
 So, why should the Church extend hospitality to the stranger?  Believe it or not… there is much Old and 
New Testament scripture that speaks to this issue.  For instance, in Hebrews 13:1-3 it reads, “Let mutual love 
continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to the stranger, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.”  The angels the text is referring is the story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  Angels paid the town of Sodom and Gomorrah a visit to see if there were 10 righteous persons in it in to 
spare it from destruction.  But instead of welcoming the strangers, the townspeople sought to take advantage of 
them (sexually) which sealed their doom.  Failure to extend hospitality to strangers can incur God’s judgment 
(Genesis 18:16-19:29).  Jesus even picks up this theme in sending out the Seventy to proclaim and embody the Good 
News.  If a person does not receive you, shake off the dust on your sandals as a sign of God’s judgment.  “And 
know this: the kingdom of God has come near. I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for 
Sodom than for that town” (Luke 10:10).   Paul even picks up this theme of hospitality in his letter to 
Romans, saying, “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in 
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers.”    
 So, you see, being hospitable to strangers is a biblical command given to people of faith lest they incur the 
judgment of God.  But why?  What is the rationale behind such an injunction?  Historically, people of faith, like the 
Patriarchs, lived a nomadic existence.  On their travels, they were dependent upon others to receive them… give 
them food, water, and shelter for the night.  Then the Patriarchs went down to Egypt and settled in the land of 
Goshen.  (See the Joseph story in Genesis 37-50.) Over time the Egyptians forgot what Joseph had done and only 
saw the Jews as a threat to the Empire.  So, they enslaved them.  But God had other plans.  God sent Moses to 
deliver his people from bondage.  And on Sinai, in freedom, God gave them the Law to govern their lives as children 
of the Covenant.  One of those laws says the following, “when an alien resides with you in your land, you 
shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who resides with you shall be to you a citizen among you; 
you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your 
God” (Lev. 19:33-34).    
 More can be written on this subject on extending hospitality to the stranger as commanded by God in the 
Old and New Testament, but enough has been written to dispel the notion that our duty to Caesar supersedes our 
duty to God. Finally, it should be noted that Refugees are legal residents in the United States.  Hanging a welcome 
sign is not a political act but a sign of welcome which is our Christian duty in rendering the things that belong to 
God to God.  

Grace and Peace, 
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Brent 

http://firstchurchwichita.org/media/sermons/view/confusing-jesus-with-caesar
http://firstchurchwichita.org/media/sermons/view/confusing-jesus-with-caesar
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 When: 
Saturday, September 23,2017 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. (check-in and on-site 
registration begin at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
Where: 
First Presbyterian Church 
525 N Broadway St. 
Wichita, KS 67214 

Cost: 
$15 per person, or $50 per congregation  
(four or more) 
 
 
To Register: 
Visit www.stephenministry.org/workshop or 
call Stephen Ministries at (314) 428-2600 

January-June 
2017 Financial Report 

 
  Income      Expenses 
 
Contributions $  287,962.96   Communications  $     2,931.61 
Investments  $      2,072.53   Deacons/Evangelism $        379.96 

Foundation  $    79,093.00   Worship/Music  $     2,875.29 
Economy Corner $    42,055.87   Camp    $     3,007.77 
Other   $      9,297.44   Education/Fellowship $     9,403.47 
       Mission/EC   $   45,767.55 
       Finance   $   38,904.94 
 Total  $  420,481.80   Facilities   $   72,197.55 
       Stewardship                      $        497.50 
       Evangelism                            $         253.12 
       Personnel   $ 296,692.07 

 
       Total    $ 472,910.83 

 
Contribution income received during the first six months is about 55% of the annual budget. The 
budget projects that expenses will exceed income by $178,018. For the first half of the year           
expenses have exceeded income by $52,429 or about 30% of the projected deficit. Most areas of 
the Church have held their expenses to less than one-half of the annual budget for an overall 
amount of 45.7%. Program expenses are cyclical and may occur late in the year. The Foundation 
will contribute $237,280 to the Church which is almost 28% of our projected income. Thank you 
for your continued support. 
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 From the Parish Nurse  
POTENTIAL HEALTH PERKS to YOUR DAILY CUPS of COFFEE 

I may be like a lot of you—I not only need my morning cup of coffee (or 
several) but I truly enjoy this  beverage.  And I’m finding out that coffee 
can actually be good for you.  Many studies have been published that show 
coffee, as well as decaffeinated coffee, is loaded with antioxidants and ben-
eficial nutrients that can improve health.  A single cup of coffee contains 
small amounts of Riboflavin (Vitamin B2), Niacin (Vitamin B3), Panto-
thenic Acid (Vitamin B5), Manganese, Chromium, Magnesium and Potas-
sium.  According to Harvard Medical School, John Hopkins University, 
and WebMD research studies; there are other good reasons to drink up 
one of our favorite beverages.  Let’s look at some of these benefits: 

Coffee may lower your risk of Type 2 Diabetes- Researchers at 
Harvard School of Public Health found that drinking up to 6 cups of coffee per day reduced the risk of 
Type 2 diabetes by 33%.  The minerals in coffee, such as magnesium and chromium, help the body use 
the hormone insulin, which helps control blood sugar.   

Coffee can help you burn fat-Several studies have shown that caffeine, a natural substance in coffee, 
can boost the metabolic rate and aid in fat burning.  Caffeine also increases energy, improves endur-
ance, and stimulates the central and peripheral nervous system.   

Coffee may decrease your risk for Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s Diseases- Research shows that 
caffeine may be responsible for reducing your risk for Parkinson’s (a neurological disease that causes 
muscular tremors, weakness, and facial paralysis); however, exactly how that works isn’t clear.  Coffee 
also has been linked to lower risk for dementia by improving various aspects of brain function, includ-
ing memory and general cognitive function. 

Coffee appears to have a protective effect on the liver- Studies have shown that high coffee con-
sumption (4 or more cups per day) is associated with decreasing your risk for liver cirrhosis, fatty liv-
er, and liver cancer.   

Coffee may counter risk factors for heart disease and stroke-It is true that caffeine can increase 
blood pressure but this usually goes away with regular coffee drinking.  However, be aware that this 
effect may persist in some people. Studies reported that people who drank 1-3 cups of coffee per day 
were 20% less likely to be hospitalized for arrhythmias.  And, for women, coffee may lower their risk 
for stroke.  It is advisable to consult with your doctor concerning caffeine consumption if you have a 
heart condition. 

Coffee can improve your mood- Findings revealed from Harvard School of Public Health found that 
coffee lowered the risk for depression by increasing production of the “feel good” neurotransmitters: 
dopamine and serotonin.  Another very good reason to drink up and enjoy your cups of coffee! 

 
Joan 

 

With Our Thanks 

Save the Date!  
Acolyte Recognition  Sunday 

September 24 
 

Recognizing our young people 
who serve as acolytes with   
Certificates of Recognition and 
our appreciation for their     
service.  

 

To Our Church Family, 
     A note of “thanks” for 
remembering Bob with the lovely 
flowers delivered to him on 
Father’s Day by Becky Deckard.  
   They brightened his room, and 
we are very appreciative! 
 

Bob and Dot Schneider 

Dear Ones, 
   How very nice to receive flowers 
from  this morning’s Worship 
Service. To be thought of in this 
way is sharing God’s love and His 
care for his flock. 
     The arrangement is lovely and 
we thank Tom and Esther for the 
delivery. 
 

With loving thanks, 
Jack & Jan Harrison 
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 Children’s Ministry News  

Summer camps were a big hit this year! We had a wonderful group for both Vacation Bible School and 
Games Camp. Thank you again to everyone who helped make FPC 2017 summer camps so much fun.  
 
Back to school Celebration- Christian Ed will be hosting a back to school bash at the camp from   
5-8 p.m .on August 19th. Bring food to share, swim attire, and be ready to have some end of the    
summer fun.  
 
Epic Sunday VBS was so much fun for the staff, volunteers, and children to put together. Thank you 
for allowing us to bring the VBS experience to you and supporting our children and youth of FPC. 
 
FAMILY NIGHT- Christian Ed will also being holding family nights leading up to the kick-off of our 
normal Wednesday night activities. We will meet in The Well around 5:30 p.m., and  each family can 
bring their own dinner.  We will play games, watch movies, and enjoy some fellowship before we kick 
off the Fall classes. This event is for children and youth.  
 
Upcoming Family Nights:   August 23-5:30-8:00 p.m. in The Well *Bring Your Own Dinner 
    August 30-5:30-8:00 in The Well *Bring Your Own Dinner 
    September 6-5:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. in The Well *Bring Your Own Dinner 
 

 

Wednesday nights will 
be different this year. 
Instead of meeting for 
dinner on the third 
floor of the Case  
Building, we will now 
be meeting in the West 
Dining Room for     
dinner. We are hoping 
for a family type dining 

experience. We will be splitting the grades in two groups: K-2nd, 
and 3rd-5th. We  also are planning a recreation time and the children will be spilt up for choir time. We 
are hoping this will help the older children work on some more complex material and we are very   
excited for this change.  

               

  

Save the Dates 
August 13: Youth Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

August 19: 5-8 p.m. Back to school back @ Whispering Winds 
camp 

August 23: Family Night in The Well 5:30-8 p.m.  
*Bring Your Own Dinner 

August 30: Family Night in The Well 5:30-8 p.m.  
*Bring Your Own Dinner 

September 6: Family Night in The Well 5:30-8 p.m. 
September 9: Work room clean out 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

September 13:  Kids and Youth Club Kick-off 5:30 p.m.- 8 
p.m. (Dinner in the west dining room) 
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities for August 2017 
Summer is almost over and back to school time is creeping closer and closer! In August, you will notice that we don’t have youth 

Sunday school classes. We still hope to see our youth at Sunday worship whenever possible! Enjoy your last little bit of time out of 

school and continue to enjoy the summer youth activities in August including our last two Summer Splash on Wednesday, August 2 

& 9 from 1-5 p.m., EPIC Youth Sunday on August 13 and our Back to School Pool Party on August 19! 

 

August 2 (Wednesday) – Summer Splash 1-5 p.m. 

August 4-5 (Friday-Saturday) –Youth Council New/Old Meeting @ FPC. Starts at 5 p.m. on Friday and 

ends at 3 p.m. on Saturday. PSKYC will volunteer at the Community Breakfast. 

August 5 (Saturday) – Community breakfast 

August 6 (Sunday) – (1) worship service at 9:30 a.m. Work on EPIC Youth Sunday from 11-1 p.m. in 

the Youth Lounge. 

August 8 (Tuesday) – CE Meeting from 5:30-7 p.m. in The Well 

August 9 (Wednesday) – LAST Summer Splash 1-5 p.m. 

August 12 (Saturday) –Refugee backpack distribution 10-2. (Youth will eat lunch and leave at 1 p.m. to 

go to rehearsal) EPIC Youth Sunday rehearsal 1-3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

August 13 (Sunday) – EPIC Youth Sunday! Youth meet at the church by 8:30 a.m. Youth hosting coffee 

fellowship before and after the worship service.  

August 19 (Saturday) – Back to School pool party @ Whispering Winds! 5-8 p.m.  

Bring friends! 

August 20 (Sunday) – (1) worship service at 9:30 a.m. 

August 27 (Sunday) – (1) worship service at 9:30 a.m.  

Need to contact me?  

Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855 (texting is fine)                                                            

or doll@firstchurchwichita.org or    Facebook! 

     Providing 500 backpacks of 
school supplies for refugee 
children and lunch for them and 
their families on Saturday, 
August 12 is a very big 
undertaking.  We are pleased that 
others have joined us in this 
important mission project.  Grace 
Presbyterian, Trinity 
Presbyterian, the Korean 
Presbyterian Congregation along 
with the Hindu Temple of Greater 
Wichita are helping with supplies, 
volunteers and/or cash gifts.  
Health Core, a non-profit clinic, 
will be providing immunization 
and dental screenings. 
     The Economy Corner and 
Mission Committee have 
purchased the 500 backpacks.  
The Presbyterian Women’s Study 
Circle will be providing and 
serving lunch and our youth 
group will lend some helping 
hands.  

     However, we need additional 
volunteers to assist with the 
following: inventory items 
starting on Monday, August 7, 
to do some last minute 
shopping for supplies to fill in 
the gaps, help pick up refugee 
families since most do not have 
cars, assist with registration, 
and be a one on one shopping 
buddy for each of the children.  
 If you can help with any of 
these tasks please contact Mary 
Knecht, 942-8068, 
knechtmary@hotmail.com or 
Stephanie Hutchison, 
stevie.bird2@gmail.com, 409-
4529 by Sunday, August 6.  
They need to make sure all 
bases are covered and have 
time to recruit helpers where 
there are holes.  Volunteers 
should plan to be at the church 
by 9:30 am, the first children 
are expected by 10:00 am.  

The 
estimated 
finish time is 
2:00 p.m.  
We will 
schedule 
volunteers 
for any 
length of 
time. 
     Please 
continue to fill the box outside 
the church office with school 
supplies by Monday, August 7, if 
possible, (however supplies will 
be accepted any time) or write a 
check to FPC with “school 
supplies” in the memo line.          
 Your support of this project is 
a great blessing to the many 
refugee families now calling 
Wichita home! 

Thank You to the Partners for the Backpacks of School Supplies Project 

mailto:doll@firstchurchwichita.org
mailto:knechtmary@hotmail.com
mailto:stevie.bird2@gmail.com
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June News  
from the  

Economy Corner 
Our total sales for June 2017 were $7,929.08. 
FPC’s share was $7,244.53 and Grace’s was 
$687.55. There was a decrease of $575.57, due 
to special sales events, in our total sales over 
June 2016. We filled 163 vouchers for clothing 
necessities which were equivalent to $2,189.55. 
FPC’s portion of the vouchers equaled $1532.75 
and Grace’s was $656.50. The increase in 
vouchers is a result of assisting the 22           
Congolese families (94 individuals) from the 
congregation that meets at FPC. We filled 641 
vouchers which are equivalent to $9,018.70 in 
the first six months of 2017, compared to 449 in 
the first half of 2016. FPC’s share was 
$6,856.80 and Grace’s total was $2,161.90. The 
large increase in vouchers illustrates that our 
mission is vital to meeting the needs of our ur-
ban community. 
 
We are still seeking additional volunteer help at 
The Corner. Please consider joining our group 
of faithful workers. The rewards of donating 
your time to help others are immeasurable. We 
are so grateful for your continuing donations  
and support. 

 Camp Whispers 

    FREEDOM FESTIVAL 

   On July 2, 
more than 100 
people attended 
Whispering 
Wind Camp’s  
second annual     
Freedom        
Festival!   The 
activities began 
with free     
swimming in 
the pools,     

cooling off on a very hot day, but with comfortable water      
temperatures in the 80s!  Tours of the Camp grounds 
were provided by Dave Duncan and a 6-passenger golf 
cart rented for the occasion.  The tours were a big hit for 
many older and first time  visitors.  The tours included the 
trails which had recently been cleared and chipped by 
many friends of the Camp (thanks to the Youth during 
their Work Day, Tom Winters, Dave Wade, and Camp 
Committee members). 
       The Festival included Vesper services, a stimulating 
discussion of our freedoms by Pastor Brent, and patriotic 
hymns led by Steve and Gretchen Bixler.  Dinner included 
a variety of smoked meats and pot luck side dishes/
desserts.   The Vespers and dinner were held inside the 
Lodge, sporting new air conditioning and new exterior 
paint. 
     After dinner, the kids ‘deployed’ fireworks and water 
balloons. The festivities concluded with a great fire    
dancing performance by Tyler Duncan and “Phlox       
Kansas.” Many thanks to them and all those who helped 
make it a memorable evening. 

 Economy Corner  

News For and About Presbyterian Women 
Ladies of the church who are in or who are interested in joining the PW Study Circle are invited to an ice 

cream social on Wednesday afternoon, August 9, 2:00 – 3:00 pm in the Parlor.  The study guides for 2017-2018 will be 
distributed at that time. The cost is $10.00.  If you can’t attend this meeting, contact Mary Knecht for your book. 

 The topic this year is “Cloud of Witnesses—the Community of Christ in Hebrews.”  This study circle meets the 
second Wednesday of each month September through May in the Parlor at the church from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.  Lesson 
#1 “In Community with Jesus “ will take place on Wednesday, September 13, and will be lead by Pat Welker. 

On Saturday, August 12, PW will be providing and serving lunch for the children and their families who come 
for the backpacks of school supplies.  Volunteers will have an opportunity to sign up to help at the ice cream social. 

The Presbytery of Southern Kansas PW will be meeting in our church for their Fall Gathering on Tuesday, 
September 26. Committees are at work now planning the program and hospitality for ladies from many other 
Presbyterian churches who will be attending.  The Congolese ladies from our Wichita Refugee Congregation Church 
have been invited to be our special guests for the day and to share their stories.  Mark your calendars now for 
September 26. We want to have many happy FPC faces sharing fellowship with our guests.   

If you have questions about any PW programs contact Mary Knecht, moderator, 942-8068, 
knechtmary@hotmail.com or Cheryl Runyan, secretary, crunyan@cox.net, 262-5994. 

 Presbyterian Women  

mailto:crunyan@cox.net
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THE BIG TENT: An event of the Presbyterian 
Church USA in St. Louis, MO from July 5-9, 
2017   Theme : RACE                By Pat Welker 

 

• What does it mean to be THE CHURCH right 
now? Are we no longer relevant?  

• What does it mean to do God’s work in the context 
of racial strife? 

• America has inbred racism and we allowed it to 
happen especially in public education.  

• There has been lots of hesitancy from The 
CHURCH. The spirit doesn’t move how we think 
it’s going to move. Spirit moves whether the 
Church does or not. 

• Structural racism and systemic racism is America’s 
original sin. 

• We have embedded institutional racism in THE 
CHURCH. 

These are some of the things discussed by the 600 
attendees at this conference.  
What is the CHURCH’s ROLE in reconciliation? 
The Reformation was a protest 
Today Racism is a protest through the CHURCH to 
fight white supremacy and nationalism.  
No longer tell people they belong or don’t belong. God 
shows us something new. God moves far ahead of us 
and when we get there God has been there all along. 
Reconciliation is hard. Reconciliation is a gift of grace. 

The Sower  
   Jesus told the parable of The Sower. God sows the 
seed over all the earth. If you are standing where the 
rocks are, your job is to remove the rocks and plant the 
seed.   
   How does God want us to change? 
Our goal is to become more Christ like. Not to give up. 
Don’t come expecting to lose, but come to experience 
something new and great. We each have something to 
give. 
The Presbyterian Church USA has recommended that 
all local congregations study the book Waking Up 
White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race, by 
Debby Irving, Elephant Room Press, 2014.  
 Some clips from her book:  
Racism is taught and learned. All white skinned 
ethnicities have one critical factor in common—they 
have white skin and the perks that come with it.  
Cultures are complex and they shape each and every 
person. We all have a culture. 
Race stands apart. It is visible and acts as a social 
proxy for one’s value in American society 
If white is better and black and brown are different 
and inferior, this affects everything.  

 

  
 

Report from Big Tent 2017 
  By Rev. Mike Kuner, Presbytery of Southern 

Kansas Transitional Executor 
 

    As Presbyterians, we live in a big Tent. We look differ-
ently, our beliefs do not always match up, we are of differ-
ent racial and ethnic backgrounds. All of this was cele-
brated at the Presbyterian BigTent Event in St. Louis, MO 
July 6-9. 
 
There was amazing multi-cultural worship, there was 
worship with many traditional elements. We heard pow-
erful speakers proclaim the need for unity of the church in 
a divisive nation and world. There were workshops on 
ending the cancerous racism that effects us all. There 
were workshops on the Theology of Grace and Salvation, 
the use of Social Media, and much more. 
 
The campus of Washington University was a beautiful 
place to hold this event. The organizers did a wonderful 
job of detailing our time together to make sure all went 
well. 
 
On Friday evening, many of us traveled to inner city and 
neighborhood churches to see how those congregations 
are responding to the call of Christ to serve “even the least 
of these.” I chose to go to the First Presbyterian Church in 
Ferguson. Those who attended were treated to a delicious 
meal and then a time of reflection on the events since the 
death of Michael Brown. The pastor of the church, Rev. 
Michael Trautman, gave us a comprehensive history of 
the events. He also spoke of the community connections 
that are now in-place to work toward this never happen-
ing again. We ended our time there with worship and Ho-
ly Communion. 
 
Stated Clerk the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson told us: “As 
we grapple with the emerging church of the 21st Century, 
it is imperative that we come together to listen, learn, and 
envision the future.” “God through Jesus Christ is provid-
ing us an opportunity at this event to go deep in our theol-
ogy and faith while renewing our faith.” 
 
Attending from Southern Kansas Presbytery were: Revs. 
Angela Madden, Winfield;  Dixie Anders, New Covenant-
Hutchinson; and Mike Kuner, Presbytery Executor; El-
ders Mary Knecht and Pat Welker from Wichita-First, and 
Michelle Coffman, Director of Youth Ministries at Newton 
First. 

 Big Tent 2017  
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From the Archives 
     While the weather is hot and 
you don’t feel like working out 
in the yard, why not come 
down to the Archives and a 
spend an hour to two browsing 
and reading. 
     The Archives is open every 
Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. 

until Noon.  Coffee will be available.  The Archives 
Staff will be happy to guide you or let you just roam 
around.   
     If you have questions about the history of the 
church, of Wichita, of the State of Kansas, you will find 
ample resources to examine. 
     All three of the Archives staff are experienced gene-
alogists and would be happy to get you started on re-
searching your family. 
     Please join us during the month of August.  We look 
forward to seeing you and assisting you. 
     Remember, the Archives belong to you.  Make use 
of this rich resource. 

Gary Huffman, Archivist 

 A Few Words from Pastor Judy  

 From the Archives  

 

      I hate bugs (with the exception of ladybugs).  I know that some spiders eat the very insects 

that ravage my flower beds. I can’t distinguish between good and bad spiders so, I show no mercy if I 

find them in my house!.  However, from my personal experience, the most detestable of all garden 

pests is the bagworm. 

 Every 2-3 years, these nasty little critters take up residence in the sculpted shrubs in my front 

yard.  At first, bagworms are about the size of your pinky nail.  They encase themselves in bits of 

greenery from the shrubs, and hang largely hidden from view.  If ignored, they grow long and fat, 

munching on the surrounding fronds, and can totally destroy an entire shrub by September.  This is the summer for 

bagworms to attack! It takes diligence and work to eradicate them – spraying the shrubs with pricey chemicals, 

frequently rummaging through the branches for any bagworms still gorging themselves, and spraying again. 

I got to thinking about how bagworms are a lot like bad habits that start out as small, insignificant 

indulgences.  Some of them are simple pleasures that bring us momentary comfort and satisfaction – watching tv,, 

checking our email & phone messages, enjoying sweet treats, etc.  They’re the size of “pinky nails” in our everyday 

lives.   

Other behaviors may seem small and insignificant - like criticizing others, gossiping, filling our heads with 

negative thoughts and words, isolating ourselves socially, neglecting our prayer life, etc.  It’s easy to ignore or excuse 

them.  They may give us momentary comfort and satisfaction but, if unchecked, can grow and munch away at our 

spiritual and mental health.  

You’ve heard it said, “You are what you eat.” I think we could add “what you do, say and think” to that modern

-day proverb.  Like the bagworm, even the most ordinary behavior that brings us pleasure in our daily lives, can 

sometimes consume our time, our health, and our relationship with God and with others. 

Leonard Sweet in his book The Well-Played Life shows us that “the things in life that give God pleasure are the 

same things that give us the most joy”.  It is up to each of us, as His beloved children, to “walk with God in the Garden” 

in our lives of work and play, being ever mindful of the pinky nail-sized habits and behaviors that can diminish the 

“God-pleasing richness of our lives.” 

 Grace and peace,     Judy 

“Come to the Table” 
First Presbyterian Church invites our  

home-bound members to join their family of faith 
as together  we lift the cup of salvation  

at the Lord’s Table. 
 

“Come to the Table” is a new ministry for those in our 
family of faith who are no longer able to drive, want to come to 
church, but have no one to take them. They must be able to get 

in and out of a car with no lifting. 
 

“Come to the Table” will be an integral part of the 10:45 
a.m. Sanctuary Service  on Communion Sunday,  

the first Sunday of every month.  
  

This is a first-Sunday-of the-month-only program 
beginning October 1 

We ask you to prayerfully consider being part of this 
important ministry as a driver on a monthly basis 

(Communion Sundays) or as an alternate/substitute 
driver to our home-bound members. 

 

Please email Judy Conners at 
conners@firstchurchwichita.org; or leave a message 
requesting more information with the FPC office at  
263-0248.                             

 Come To the Table  

mailto:conners@firstchurchwichita.org
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Tuesday, August 1 
 5:15 Mission Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 

Wednesday, August 2 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105)  
 100 Summer Splash (Camp) 
 5:00 Facilities Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 

Saturday, August 5 
 8:00 Community Breakfast (EDR, 

WDR, KIT) 
 9:00 Guadalupe Clinic (EDR) 
 

Sunday, August 6 
Communion 

 9:00 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Worship (Chapel) 
 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 Refugee Children (C103) 
 

Monday, August 7 
 5:30 Calendar Meeting (Hobbs) 
 

Tuesday, August 8 
 5:30 Christian Education Mtg. (The 

Well) 
 5:30 Finance & Admin. Com. Mtg. 

(Hobbs) 
 6:00 Deacons’ Mtg. (C109) 
  

Wednesday, August 9 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 1:00 Summer Splash 
 2:00 PW Ice-cream Social (Parlor) 
 
   

Thursday, August 10 
 9:00 Economy Corner Board Meeting 

(EC) 
 4:30 Promote the Growth Com. Mtg.  

(The Well) 

Saturday, August 12 
 9:00 Refugee Backpak Giveaway 

(EDR) 
 9:00 Gardens & Grounds 
 1:00 Youth Sunday Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg. (C109) 
 

Sunday, August 13 
EPIC Worship/Youth Sunday 

 8:30 Stephen Ministry Supervision 
(C103) 

 9:00 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 EPIC Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 Worship & Music Com. Mtg. 

(McComb) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 Refugee Children (C103) 
 

Monday, August 14 
 4:30 Personnel Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 

Tuesday, August 15 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 2:00 Blood Pressure Check (EC) 
 5:30 Session (Parlor) 
  

Wednesday, August 16 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105)  
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

Thursday, August 17 
 11:45 Theological Themes in Lit. (RR) 
 

Saturday, August 19 
 5:00 Back to School Youth Party 

(Camp) 
 

Sunday, August 20 
Prayers of the People 

 9:00 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 

 9:00 Camp Com. Mtg. (The Well) 
 9:00 Blood Pressure Check (The 

Well) 
 9:00 Dillon’s Rewards Enroll (The 

Well) 
 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 Evangelism Com. Mtg. 

(McComb) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 Refugee Children (C103) 
 

  Monday, August 21 
 5:00 Stewardship Com. Mtg. (Parlor) 
 

Tuesday, August 22 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 

Wednesday, August 23 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 5:30 Family Night (The Well) 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 

Sunday, August 27 
Yellow Bag Sunday 

 9:00 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 Refugee Children (C103) 
 

Tuesday, August 29 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 2:00 Blood Pressure Check (EC) 
 

Wednesday, August 30 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 5:30 Family  Night (The Well) 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
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Session Notes from July 18, 2017 

 July 18 was the beginning of the new year for the Session of FPC 

 New members were welcomed and assigned to the following 
committees 

 Joel Blessant – Facilities      Sheli Blessant – Christian Education 

 Judy Davis – Personnel        Howard Waller – Finance 

 The Session approved the proposal, presented by Gary Huffman, to 
recognize each veteran buried in the Tilford Memorial Garden with a 
special marker. 

 Gale Farmer presented the latest news from the Promote Growth 
Team related to the Session & Staff Retreat of April 2017.  No action 
at this time – still a work in progress 

 The Session approved an All Committee Night for the first Tuesday 
of the month, beginning September 5 and continuing through 
November 7. This will allow committees to collaborate as needed.  

  The Session approved the dates of the remainder regular Session 
Meetings for 2017; 

  August 15, October 17 and December 5  

 The Session approved changing all committees of Session (Camp, 
Christian Education, Evangelism, Facilities, Finance, Mission, 
Personnel, Stewardship and Worship) to Commissions.  This will 
empower them to act on Session’s behalf when the matter at hand 
falls within the scope of the committee’s mission and approved 
budget. 

 The membership of FPC is currently 423 


