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Sunday Worship  

Schedule 
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   An Invitation  
 to Advent and 

Christmas  
at  

First Presbyterian 
   December 10—10:45 a.m.  

EPIC Christmas 
 Children & Youth Choirs 

 Bixler Band 
 

December 13 —6:00-8:30 p.m.  
Christmas Carol Banquet 

 Please bring a side or dessert 
 All Choirs 

 Congregational Singing of favorite Christmas Carols 
 

December 17—10:45 a.m.  
Christmas Concert 

 Adult Choir 
 Handbell Choir 

 

Christmas Eve Day Service December 24, 2017 
10:45 a.m. 

 Family friendly service 
 Dramatic retelling of the Christmas Story  

by the Innkeeper’s Wife 
 Singing favorite Christmas Carols 

 

 Christmas Eve Service December 24, 2017 
 7:00 p.m. 

(Prelude Music begins at 6:30 p.m.) 
 Pageant and Candlelight Service 

 Adult & Handbell Choirs 



2 · First Presby News   Volume 48, Number 1 2  

 Congregational Care  

 1 Frank Pugh 
  Kyle  
   Stanberry 
 2 Dennis Black 
  Terri Hawkins 
 4 Kimberly  
   Bahre 
  David  
   Deckard 
 8 Eleanor Hall 
 9 Jim Chitty 
  Dwight Corrin 
 10 Virginia Garver 
 11 Susan  
   Bentson 
12  Joan Aldrich 
  Harry  
   Alexander 
  Brandon Bowles 
  Donovan McCall 
  Avi Rekoske 
 13 Susan Brown 
 15 Judith  
   Morrison 

 17 Beth Devins 
  Patrick Martin 
  Frank 
   Solomon 
 18 George Bair 
  Julia Feagan 
  Carol Wright 
 19 Mary Jo  
   McCormack 
  Janice Van Sickle  
  Iris Weirick 
 20 Gary Huffman 
 23 Mary Knecht 
25  Erica Grunder 
26   Sarah Geering 
  Cathy Marley 
  Tom Warner, Jr. 
27  Jack Hollowell  
 24 Louise Meade 
  Angela Savute 
 28 Don Setser 
  Peggy  
   Wathne 
 

28  Alexandra  
   Washburn 
29  Caroline Reitz 
      DJ Spaeth 
30 Angelia Jones 
31 Betty Christian 

 

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 
Chris Fox and SheaKang Hew & family, Esther Harrington, Terri 

Hawkins, Liz Lang, Carol Seek, Dylan Warner, Laci Haas & family, Al-
exandra & Steve Washburn, Gerry and Tom Winters, Georgia Boone, 
Carroll and Charles Hoke, Andrew Johnston, Sylvia Landers, Sarah 
Wilkes, Kristin and Mike Carradine, Stephanie and Brian Howard & 
family, Donna Hughes, Jaynean Wood, Michelle and Brad Cline & fami-
ly, Judy Davis, Mary Johnson, Catherine Johnston, Karka Schumacher, 
Sara and Brian Geering & family, and Stephanie and Douglas 
Hutchison. 

Sympathy: Our deepest sympathy is extended to the David Reitz 
family. Please keep David’s family and friends in your prayers as they 
grieve his recent death. We also extend our sympathy to Kim Duncan 
and family, on the death of her stepfather, Ralph Engelken. Please keep 
Ralph’s family and friends in your prayers as they grieve his recent 
death. Our deepest sympathy is extended to the Jo Anne Terrell family 
and to the Roberta Fiebach family. Please keep these families and 
friends in your prayers as they grieve these recent deaths. 

 Ministry Staff  
The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Judy Conners 
Parish Associate (Visitation) 

conners@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Tom Church 
Parish Associate (Membership) 

tpchurch@cox.net 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

jaldrich@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

youth@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Norris 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

childrendirector@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

bixler@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

msweeney620@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Huffman 
Assoc. Organist/Archivist 

huffman@firstchurchwichita.org 
 
 

 Administrative Staff  
Nancy Bishop 
Office Manager 

finance@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Debbie Schnelle 
Administrative Assistant 

publications@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

facilities@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner Assistant Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 
sj.ml.sears@att.net 

December Birthdays 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  
No Room at the Inn 

Luke 2:7 
 There was no room at the inn according to Luke in his telling of 
the Christmas story.  But why? Is it simply a mater of demand exceed-
ing supply-- because a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that eve-
ryone should be registered.  This would account for        Bethlehem be-
ing overrun with people going to their hometown to be registered.  
What was a small town would swell to two or three times its normal 
size.  This might be analogous to trying to find a hotel room during the 
week of the Super Bowl… if the Super Bowl is being played in the city 
you are looking for a room.  Under this scenario, all the rooms will be 
booked.  And as you drive down the road one after another sign will 
read No Vacancy in front of the hotel/motel.  
 The Catholics in Latin America have a tradition called Las Posa-
das.  It is a festival that celebrates the re-enactment of what  Joseph 
and Mary experienced that night.  In a world that seems more inhospi-
table to the immigrant in our midst, it seems only fitting that Christians are reminded that Mary and Joseph were 
dependent upon the hospitality of others as they made their way from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  It is one thing to be 
denied a room because it is already occupied by another guest.  It is something altogether different to be denied 
because the door of our heart is closed to the stranger in our midst.   
 Phillip Brooks, one of the great preachers of the late 19th century wrote this hymn that has become a Christ-
mas classic.  Maybe you have heard of it?  Or even sung it on Christmas Eve?  The hymn I am referring to is O Lit-
tle Town of Bethlehem.    
       

O Little Town of Bethlehem, how is still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;  
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

For Christ is born of Mary; And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 
 

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth. 
How silently, how silently, the wonderous gift is given! 

So Christ imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

I would call your attention to a line in the third stanza that reads, “Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear 
Christ enters in.”  This would be my prayer for us this Christmas season… that humility and compassion would find a 
home in our heart.  This reminds me of a story I came across in my readings.  It just so happened that a special needs 
child (we shall call “Harry”) was given the part of the Christmas play as the Inn Keeper.  When the big night came on 
Christmas Eve, when all eyes were on Harry as the Inn Keeper, when Joseph and Mary looking tired and forlorn present 
themselves to the Innkeeper, and Joseph asks the Inn Keeper if he has any room at his Inn for he and his wife who was 
expecting child, Harry blurts out, “Why of course we have room.  And if we don’t we will make room.  Come on in.” The 
congregation gasps for air.  But what does Harry know that we do not?  What script will you be playing this Christmas?  
And instead of playing a script, why not go off script and be your true self by welcoming Christ into your heart?  Harry 
did.  So, can you.  

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Brent 
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 A Few Words from Pastor Judy  
 Ahhhh…Christmas! That holiday of holidays that comes loaded with more “traditions” than all other 
national holidays combined!  The Christmas traditions of our family and faith are dear to us.  For Christians, 
Advent is the four weeks of preparing our hearts with joyous anticipation of the Savior’s birth on December 
25.   But for months now, stores, advertising agencies, tv stations, and newspapers have been preparing, with 
joy and anticipation, for what is the biggest sales bonanza of the year. Advent calendars, which we once used 
to eagerly mark the number of days left until we gather at the manger, have been replaced by calendars we use 
(with increasing dread) to track the number of shopping days left.   

We do love the sound of familiar Christmas carols wafting overhead as we bustle about. We do        
anticipate, with joy, the quiet beauty of Christmas Eve services, and the hour of peace they bring to our souls.  
It’s just hard, right now, to think much about a grubby little barn, converted overnight into a maternity ward, 
and a handful of unwashed shepherds hanging out, when Santa Claus and all of his elves are beckoning us to 
jump on the sleigh and fasten our seatbelts! 

We can’t do much about the commercialism in our society but, as Christians, we can keep from being 
completely drawn into it.  Not long ago, I was introduced to a project called the THE ADVENT CONSPIRACY.  
It is a movement started by three young pastors serving churches in Portland, Oregon; Houston, Texas; and 
St. Louis, Missouri.  Their churches banded together to create a sort of “conspiracy” against the Empire of 
Christmas Consumption.  They proposed to spend less on gifts and give more to the poor.  They encouraged 
congregations, as well as individuals and small groups within congregations, to embrace four themes during 
the Advent season: 

 

The first is to worship more fully – not necessarily more, but more fully, by asking ourselves the question 
– Does the way we spend our time, money and energy during Advent really testify that we worship God the 
Creator, who entered human life on earth as a wailing and wrinkled new-born child? We need to find out 
what is really in our hearts.  It just may not be what we think is there – but what we wish was there. 

 

The second and third are biggies – Give more. Spend less.  Some Americans don’t have to be urged to 
spend less on Christmas because they don’t have it to spend. But plenty of us gear up for Black Friday 
(which begins Thanksgiving Day) as though we were going into battle!   

 

But, the Advent Conspiracy is not about NO giving, Shopping for Christmas gifts for family and friends brings 
us great joy.  The Advent Conspiracy is about a DIFFERENT giving.  God gave us his Son so we would 
know God better, know how much he loved us.  We needed this gift. It was certainly a creative gift, and its 
arrival in a barn made it a fairly low-cost gift! 

 

If love is the driving force of our gift-giving, then money cannot be. Spending less on Christmas presents 
doesn’t mean we love our friends and family any less. God’s gift to us, which came from the womb of an 
unwed teenage girl in a barn, was no accident.  It was intentional on God’s part.  By entering the world in 
poverty, God speaks to us about who his gift is for – it is a gift for all people…and he means it! 

 

Which brings us to the last theme of Advent Conspiracy – Love All.  The coming of Christ was good 
news for all people and that means everyone. How can we then link God’s purpose behind our use of his 
resources to the Advent season?  By thinking today how God would want us to spend money this holiday. 

 

The joy of Christmas is not found in buying the perfect gift or preparing the perfect meal.  It is 
found in receiving the perfect gift of Immanuel – God with us.  If we really believe that “Jesus 
is the Reason for the Season,” then let’s follow him. 
  

May God bless us, everyone, in this season of Advent! 

Judy 
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 From the Parish Nurse   
“Pause” for Health 

What does it mean to “pause” for health?  The experts have told us 
that taking a momentary break, or pause, in our busy day to reframe 
our thoughts, will allow us to live our best life. A quiet moment may 
give meaning to the pause and help us to pay attention to what really 
is important in life.  A pause becomes a necessary action to destress 
and to prevent a regrettable reaction in stressful times.  By conscious-
ly pausing several times throughout our day to reflect or redirect our 
thoughts, we are better able to find calm, purpose and help the people 
around us.  
 
Some ideas on how to “Pause” for Health: 
 

 Practice deep breathing often throughout the day 
 Reflect on your day and how you have taken care of yourself physically 
 Correct your posture by sitting up straight or standing tall 
 Put a smile on your face 
 Think of something that makes you laugh out loud 
 Get out of your chair to stretch and walk to clear your head 
 Write down your thoughts or problems and reflect on solutions/actions 
 Drink a large glass of water  
 Pet you dog or cat 
 Take a moment to assess your food intake today-are you choosing healthy foods? 
 Walk away from the computer or TV and interact with someone near 
 Close your eyes, drop your shoulder, breathe and relax 
 Pray a simple prayer of gratitude 
 Visualize a place that makes you feel comfortable and safe 
 Listen to music 
 Massage your ears-this helps to release endorphins and makes you feel better 
 Send a note to a lonely person 
 Give a compliment 
 Be still and know that God is with you always  

 

  
As we approach the busy holiday season, reflect on ways that you can pause to truly 
enjoy all the gifts of the season.  I wish for each of you a Healthy, Happy, and Blessed 
Christmas!  
 

Joan 
 

Christmas Eve-December 24 
 10:45 a.m. Service 

(Prelude Music at 6:30 p.m.) 
           7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service  
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 Children’s Ministry News  

Important Upcoming Events for FPC Families & Friends 
 

   December 10 – An EPIC Christmas 10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary. (Children 
and youth participating in this service need to arrive at the church by no later 

than 10:00 a.m.  on Sunday morning.)  
 

 December 13 – Carol Banquet begins at 6:00 p.m. We ask that each 
family bring a side to share. Youth and Children will be singing together. We will 

also have crafts for  the children and youth.  
 

 December 20 - Parents Night Out 5 p.m.- 8 p.m. Need to get some 
Christmas shopping done, or wrapping gifts? Come bring your children to The 

Well for a few hours of supervised fun and go get your holiday errands done. We 
will be taking  donations for our services as this is a fundraiser event for CE. We will have trained 

staff and youth volunteers watching the kids in The Well. 
 No  dinner will be provided, 

 but we will have snacks and drinks.  
 

 December 24– Our 10:45 a.m. Christmas Eve service will be child-friendly. We         
encourage you to bring your young families to this service. It will be about 45 minutes long and we 

are excited for what we have planned. Our  traditional Christmas Eve service will begin at 
7:00 p.m., with prelude music at 6:30 p.m. everyone is welcome to attend. 

 
Remember on Epic Sundays and Christmas Eve there will be no nursery in an ef-
fort to incorporate the children and families in service. We will have trained staff 

in  The Well to help with the little ones. 

E
    P    I    C   

Thank you to 
the children, 

youth, 
families, an 

volunteers for 
making EPIC 

Sunday a 
great success! 
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities for December 2017 
 

December 2 (Saturday) – Youth serving at the Community breakfast, arrive at 7:30-7:45 a.m. 
December 3 (Sunday) - Youth Sunday school is in the Youth Lounge from 9:30-10:30 a.m. (2) 
Worship services, 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. with coffee fellowship in The Well. 
December 5 (Tuesday) – Appalachian Christmas Quartet at Calvary UMC at 7:30 p.m.  
December 6 (Wednesday) – Youth Club-5:30-8 p.m. 
December 10 (EPIC Sunday) – Children and youth are participating in worship. Please 
arrive in the sanctuary promptly at 10 a.m. for rehearsal. Youth Sunday school is in the Youth 
Lounge from 9:30-10 a.m.            
(2) Worship services, 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. w/coffee fellowship in The Well. 
December 13 (Wednesday) – Carol Banquet and Potluck Dinner beginning at 6 p.m.-Youth 
are singing! Everyone is asked to bring a side or dessert. 
December 15-16 (Friday-Saturday) – Confirmation Retreat at Whispering Winds Camp be-
gins at 5 p.m. on Friday and ends at 3 p.m. on Saturday.   
December 17 (Sunday) – Youth Sunday school in the Youth Lounge from 9:30-10:30 a.m. (1) 
Worship service at10:45 a.m. w/coffee fellowship in The Well. 
*Melodrama casting - 12-2 p.m. 
December 20 (Wed.) – No Wednesday Clubs/Parent’s Night Out 5-8p.m.  
December 24 (Sunday/Christmas Eve)– No Youth Sunday school. (1) Worship service at10:45 
a.m. with coffee fellowship in The Well. Christmas Eve Service is at 7 p.m. 
December 25 (Monday) – Christmas Day! 
December 27-28 (Wed.-Thurs.) – Youth Christmas Party and Lock-in 6 p.m.     Wednes-
day – 10 a.m. Thursday in the Youth Lounge. 
December 31 (Sunday/New Year’s Eve) -  No Youth Sunday school. (1) Worship service 
at10:45 a.m. with coffee fellowship in The Well. 
 

Need to contact me?  
 

Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell 
phone # 316-737-8855/

doll@firstchurchwichita.org/
Facebook. 

We are happy to give you a ride 
if needed. 

 

*Note: Other melodrama          
rehearsals are T.B.D. for the 

month of December.  

Westminster 
Woods 
2017 
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 Economy Corner News 
 
Winter has       
 arrived and the 
Economy  Corner’s 
Fourth Annual New 
Coat and Winter 
Wear sale has  be-

gun. This year we   purchased 453 coats for $6,056.44. 
The average cost per coat is $13.37, thanks to our “Super 
Shopper” assistant manager, Phyllis Robertson. We also 
have new 64 pairs of sweatpants, 80 Hoodies, 72 ther-
mals, socks and gloves. The coats are available for $7.50 
adult/ $5.50 Child to voucher holders as part of their 
voucher choices. Low income clients may also purchase a 
coat for $7.50/$5.50.  During this special season of the 
year we are privileged to witness and hear heart-warming 
stories of those we help. 
 

Again the Economy Corner’s October 2017 sales exceeded 
October 2016 sales by $1,326.91. First Church’s sales 
were $9,225.11 and Grace’s were $1,169.33 for a total 
sales of $10,394.44. We filled 91 vouchers this month 
which are equivalent to $1,353.00 worth of basic cloth-
ing. First Church’s portion was $1,058.25 and Grace’s 
was $294.75.  
 

The Economy Corner Volunteers appreciate your gener-
ous donations as we endeavor to    fulfill our Mission of 
providing low cost clothing and daily necessities to our 
Urban Community. 

 Comic’s Corner   Economy Corner  

From the Archives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What would it take to get you to visit the Archives? 
 

Cookies, coffee, nut bread? 
 

Your next opportunity will occur on December 14, 2017. 
 

Archives Christmas Open House 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

 
Congregation and friends are welcome. 

 
New exhibits, old friends, and Presbyterian hospitality. 

Please join us. 
 

The Archives Staff 
Gary Huffman, Gerry Winters, and Esther Harrington 

PW Lesson #4 “Cloud of Witnesses, In  
Community with God’s Messengers” 

 
Presbyterian Women continue their study of the 

book of Hebrews. The major theme is that the ever-
present “great cloud of witnesses’ (Heb. 12:1) strengthens 
and encourages us as we “run with perseverance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and per-
fecter of our faith” (Heb. 12:1-2). 

Mary Knecht will be the leader for lesson #4 “In 
Community with God’s Messengers” that will be held 
Wednesday, December 13, in the Parlor.  Ladies are invit-
ed to come at 9:30 am for coffee, treats and fellowship 
with guests, the ladies from the Wichita Refugee Congre-
gation Church.  The lesson will be from 10:00 to 11:30 
am.  It is appropriate that in this season of the year there 
is a study of angels since these messengers from God in-
habit many of the readings headr during Advent. 

Please bring a favorite angel (picture, figurine, etc.) to 
share and display.  Any woman in the church is welcome to 
attend this fellowship.  The circle meets the second Wednesday 
of the month September through May.  For additional infor-
mation: knechtmary@hotmail.com or 942-8068. 
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Veteran’s Memorial 
 Dedication 

On Sunday, November 
12, 2017, friends and 
family gathered in the 
Tilford Memorial Gar-
den to dedicate the 
bronze medallions re-
cently placed at the 
graves of veterans  
buried the   Garden. 

 
The medallions each hold a flag and the flags were 
on display as well.  The flags will be placed at the 
graves several times each year to honor our veterans.  
The medallions will be on permanent display 
throughout the year.  Small plaques were also placed 
on the Columbarium next to the name 
plates of the veterans buried there. 
 
You are urged to stop by the Garden to 
pray and meditate for a few minutes.  

FPC supports Inter-Faith Ministries 
Operation Holiday 

 

In it’s 57th year, Operation Holiday serves 
close to 15,000 low income Wichitans each year 
with non-perishable food items, coats, blankets and 
a grocery gift card.  The US Marine Corps Reserves’ 
Toys for Tots provides toys for children and the IFM 
Teen2Teen program provides gifts for 15-17 year-
olds.  Pet food is distributed through a partnership 
with Skaer Veterinary Clinic.  Here’s how we can 
help:  

1. Bring FOOD items and place them in the 
Operation Holiday container outside the church of-
fice or in The Well by Sunday, December 10.   

2. Write a CHECK ASAP to FPC with the 
memo “Operation Holiday” and place it in the offer-
ing plate.  This is the primary need since cash can be 
used to make bulk purchases of food. 

3. VOLUNTEER at the distribution site in 
the old Sears building at Towne West Square. Vol-
unteers and people with donations should enter 
through the west entrance, the door where people 
used to be able to come pick up large purchases 
from Sears. 

 The Operation Holiday Volunteer               
Coordinator is Alex Reazin, 264-9303, ext. 111 or  
areazin@interfaithwichita.org. He’s signing up    
people for distribution times and pre-distribution 
work sessions.  

December 14, 15, and 16 are the dates for  
distribution.  To experience the real meaning of 
Christmas you can participate with hands on at    
Operation Holiday.  Let’s help make our neighbors’ 
tummies full and their hearts happy by helping    
provide them with a generous Christmas Blessing! 

 
PW Bake Sale December 10  

Helps Feed Hungry Children 
Let Presbyterian Women help you get ready for 

Christmas and at the same time you will help feed hungry 
school children!  Sunday, December 10, in The Well after 
both worship services, you will have the opportunity to 
purchase homemade items including cookies, sweet 
breads, candy and other goodies.   

This annual event sponsored by PW is a fund-
raiser for the Kansas Food Bank.  The funds will help 
provide backpacks of food for children during the Christ-
mas break when they do not have access to their school 
lunches.  Last year your generous purchases raised over 
$300.  Anyone in the congregation is invited to donate 
Christmas baked goods.  Please deliver them to the 
church office before noon on Friday, December 8 or bring 
them directly to the prep table in the hall east of The Well 
as early as possible on Sunday.. 

OUT OF GRATITUDE 
WE GIVE 

 
 

Thanks be to God for this indescribable gift. 
—2 Corinthians 9:15 

CHRISTMAS JOY 
SPECIAL OFFERING 

 A Season of Caring  
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 PC USA  Refugee Families  

PC(US@) supports 
Hum[n Rights 

2017 
 
Human Rights Day is 
observed every year on 
December 10. It 
commemorates the day on 

which, in 1948, the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. In 1950, the Assembly passed 
resolution 423 (V), inviting all States and 
interested organizations to observe 10 December 
of each year as Human Rights Day. 

This year, Human Rights Day calls on 
everyone to stand up for someone's rights! Many 
of us are fearful about the way the world is 
heading. Disrespect for basic human rights 
continues to be wide-spread in all parts of the 
globe. Extremist movements subject people to 
horrific violence. Messages of intolerance and 
hatred prey on our fears. Humane values are 
under attack. 

The PC(USA) Ministry at the United 
Nations is calling on congregations: “We must 
reaffirm our common humanity. Wherever we 
are, we can make a real difference. In the street, 
in school, at work, in public transport, in the 
voting booth, on social media. The time for this 
is now. ‘We the people’ can take a stand for 
rights, and together, we can take a stand for 
more humanity. 
It starts with each of us. Step forward and 
defend the rights of a refugee or migrant, a 
person with disabilities, an LGBT person, a 
woman, a child, indigenous peoples, a minority 
group, or anyone else at risk of discrimination or 
violence.” 
 

New Session of the Journeys Class 
A new session of The Journeys Class begins this 
Sunday, November 19 in the West Dining Room from 
9:30 until 10:30.  Pat Welker will lead the class on “The 
Great Spiritual Migration” by Brian McLaren.   
 

Brian McLaren, a leading voice in contemporary 
religion, argues that— notwithstanding the dire 
headlines about the demise of faith and drop in church 
attendance—Christian faith is not dying. Rather, it is 
embarking on a once-in-an-era spiritual shift. For 
millions, the journey has already begun.   
  

Refugee Families Need  
Christmas Blessings 

 
It has been brought to 

the attention of the Mission 
Commission that some of 
the seventeen families (85 
individuals) of the Wichita 
Refugee Congregation 
Church that worship in our 
building on Sunday morn-
ings have some household needs.  When they 
arrive in Wichita the International Rescue   
Committee provides one plate, one cup, one 
spoon, one towel, one chair (you get the picture) 
for each member of the family.  

Between now and December 15 we’d like 
your help in showering our neighbors with 
some of your gently used items that you have 
duplicates of or that you are no longer using.  
This would be a great way to help you clean out 
those over stuffed closets and shelves.  Basic 
items that are needed include: flashlights (with 
fresh batteries), hammers, screw drivers,        
radios, warm clothes, really--anything you no 
longer want.  As Christmas gifts we are            
collecting toys, stuffed animals and games for 
the children; scarves, jewelry, perfume, soap, 
“knick-knacks” for the women; and any items 
that would be appropriate for teens and men.      
Wrapping paper, bows, bags and tape are also 
needed. 

 Please bring your donations to Room #109 
by December 15. 

Join us for our Annual 
Carol Banquet  

 from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.—December 13 
Please bring a salad  
or a dessert to share 

All the Choirs (Adult, Youth, Children, 
and Handbell) performing  

Congregation singing their favorite 
Christmas Carols 
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Friday, December 1 
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (WDR) 
 7:00 Kell First  Friday (Dick & Carol 

Blumenshine’s) 
 

Saturday, December 2 
 8:00 Community Breakfast (EDR, 

WDR, KIT) 
 9:00 Guadalupe Clinic (EDR) 
 

Sunday, December 3 
Communion 

 8:30 Worship (Chapel) 
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Journey Class (WDR) 
 9:30 Sunday School & Luccock Class 

(Parlor) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201)     

Tuesday, December 5 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs)  
 2:00 Blood Pressure Check (EC) 
 5:30 Session (Parlor) 
 6:00 Deacons (C103)   

Wednesday, December 6 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 5:30 Awana & Youth Club 
 6:00 Wednesday Night Bible Study 

(Parlor) 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Choir (Choir Room)   

Thursday, December 7 
 8:30 Sr. Men’s Breakfast (WDR) 
 

Friday, December 8 
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (WDR) 
 

Saturday, December 9 
 9:00 Gardens & Grounds 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg. (C109)   

Sunday, December 10 
 8:30 Worship (Chapel) 
 9:00 PW Bake Sale (The Well) 
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Journey Class (WDR) 
 9:30 Stephen Ministry Supervision 

(C103) 
 9:30 Sunday School & Luccock Class 

(Parlor) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) [EPIC 
  Worship & Graduation 

Recognition) 
 10:45 Congolese Worship 

(C204/C201) 
 11:45 Worship & Music Com. Mtg. 

(McComb) 
 

Monday, December 11 
 4:30 Personnel Com. Mtg. (Hobbs)
  

Tuesday, December 12 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 4:30 Promote the Growth (The Well) 
 5:15 Mission Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
  

Wednesday, December 13 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 10:00 PW Study Circle (Parlor) 
 5:30 Awana & Youth Club  
 6:00 Carol Banquet (EDR) 
 

Thursday, December 14 
 9:00 Archives Open House (Archives) 
 9:00 Economy Corner Bd. Mtg. (EC) 
 4:30 Promote the Growth Mtg. 
  (The Well) 
 5:15 Mission Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 
 
 

Friday, December  
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (WDR) 

  
Sunday, December 17 
Prayers of the People 

 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Sunday School & Luccock Class 

(Parlor) 
 9:30 Journeys Class (WDR) 
 10:00 Blood Pressure Check & Dillon’s 

Rewards Enroll (The Well) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship-Cantata (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
 12:00 Melodrama Practice (YL) 
 

Tuesday, December 19 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 2:00 Blood Pressure Check (EC) 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 4:00 CE Event (The Well) 
 5:30 Awana & Youth Club 
 6:00 Wednesday Night Bible Study 

(Parlor) 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Thursday, December 21 
 8:30 Sr. Men’s Breakfast (WDR) 
 11:45 Theological Themes in Literature 

(RR) 
  

Friday, December 22 
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (WDR) 
 

Sunday, December 24 
 9:15 Coffee Hour (The Well) 
 9:30 Journeys Class (WDR) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
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 Calendar—contd.  

The January Presby News 
will be published       

Wednesday, December 27. 
All submissions for that 

newsletter are due            
December 15. 

 
 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit submitted information for  
content and space availability.  

 
 

Sunday, December 24 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
 6:30 Christmas Eve Prelude Music 

(Sanctuary)  
 7:00 Christmas Eve Service 

(Sanctuary) 
 

December 25 & 26 
Building Closed 

 

Wednesday, December 27 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 6:00 Youth Christmas Party (YL) 
 

Friday, December 29 
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (WDR) 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 31 
 9:15 Coffee  Fellowship (The Well) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
 12:00 Melodrama Practice (YL) 


