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 Returning in 
2017! We are invit-
ing all melodrama 
alumni to take part 
in all or one of our 
performances. 
Please contact Geri 
Doll, Lorena Kite or 
Cynthia Rekoske if 

you are interested in taking 
part in the fun and frivolity of 
the good ole melodrama! 
 Returning in 2017! We 
are adding a Saturday matinee 
and will be inviting our mem-
bers and friends from the sen-
ior living residences along with 
anyone who would love to 
come to our performance on a 
Saturday afternoon. 
 In the coming weeks, 
the youth will begin selling 
melodrama ads. They will be in 
The Well on Sundays and they 
will also be making phone 
calls. The money the youth 
group raises will go towards 
their summer trips.  

 This summer, the 
senior high youth will be 
traveling to Idaho Servant 
Adventures in Coeur d’ 
Alene, Idaho and the middle 
school youth will be 
attending the Westminster 
Woods summer camp.  
Please help the youth 
achieve their goals by 
purchasing an ad in our 
melodrama program. You 
can get a ¼ page for $25, a 
½ page for $35 and a whole 
page ad for $50.  

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 2ND ANNUAL 
ALUMNI YOUTH MELODRAMA, APRIL 

7, 8, AND 9! WYNN FAIRLY, 
CHAMPEEN RASSLER OR...  GET A 

GRIP ON YOURSELF 
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 Congregational Care  

 

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 
 Walter & Adriana Mau, Doug & Joan Aldrich, Jerry & Beth 

Devins, Herb Bevan, Carol & Kenny Wright, Robin Gales, Mary 
Burgett, Bob Brown, Kennady Gales, Ashley Haltom, Katherine 
Inman, Vivian Leupp, Lynne Melton, Elise Black and family, Larry 
& Margery Warren, Addison Wegerle, Julia Boone, Linda Boyle, 
and Gary & Sharon Gates. 

Sympathy: 
Our sympathy is extended to Liz Garner on the death of her 

aunt, Maggie Osterman. Please keep Maggie’s family and friends 
in your prayers as they grieve this recent death. 

 1  Ward Marrs 
 

 2  Mack McDoniel 
 

       Mitch Crouch, Jr. 
 

   Emily Haltom 
 

   Barrett Hellwig 
 

 3  Paul Works 
 

   Dot Schneider   

 4  Dale Wallace 
 

   Jane Donoho 
 

 5  Ephraim Fox 
 

 6  Emma Johnston 
 

 7  Dick Blumenshine 
 

 8  Evelyn Koehn 
 

   Linda Davisson 
   

   Dave Duncan 
 

11  Jan Harrison 
 

12  Elfie Alexander 
 

13  J.D. Page 
 

  Ross Hellwig 
 

15  Peninnah Ziegler 
 

  Emily Geering 
 

16  David Neil 
 

17  Bob Marley 
 

  John Doll 
 

18  Bruce Cole 
 

19  Pat Mah 
  Julia Boone 
 

  Adam Jones 
 

  Olivia Swenson 
 

  Landon Guimond 
 

20  Eleanor Parsons 
 

  David Grisham 
 

21 Chris Kubik 
 

  Mary Burgett 
 

  Gale Farmer 
22  Torre Rekoske 

 

23 Gretchen Mason 
 
 

24  Carol Warner Haltom 
 

25 Joel Blessant 
 

26 Ann Miller 
 

27 Kristin Ivy 
  Daniel Cronkleton 
28 Matthew Brown 

  Gale Fa 

 Ministry Staff  
The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Judy Conners 
Parish Associate (Visitation) 

conners@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Tom Church 
Parish Associate (Membership) 

tpchurch@ cox.net 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

jaldrich@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

youth@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Garner 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

childrendirector@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

bixler@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

msweeney620@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Huffman 
Assoc. Organist/Archivist 

huffman@firstchurchwichita.org 
 
 

 Administrative Staff  
Nancy Bishop 
Office Manager 

finance@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Debbie Schnelle 
Administrative Assistant 

publications@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

facilities@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner Assistant Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 
sj.ml.sears@att.net 
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As many of you know I am estranged from 
my twin because of his mental health issues but 
it was always not like this.  Growing up we were 
inseparable.  I am told that when we were three, 
my mother would put us to bed at night in our 
own crib but by morning we would always be 
together in one crib.  And, yet, my mother never 
dressed us alike.  She wanted us to be individu-
als despite being lumped together as the 
“Twins” growing up.  For instance, I could not 
show up at an event with-
out someone saying, 
“Where is your brother?”  
And vice versa I am told.   

 
Why I bring this up is 

some important themes 
have emerged that have a 
twinness in my thinking 
that I would like to share 
with you.  The first has to do with my desire for 
First Presbyterian Church to be a “Safe” and 
“Hospitable” place to all its members and 
guests.  Lately we have had some situations 
that have arisen that have stressed the need to 
ensure the safety of our members and guests.  
You might have heard about an individual who 
was caught rummaging through coats and 
pulled a knife on our Sunday custodian when he 
confronted the individual.  Realizing the serious-
ness of this situation, Session has passed a pol-
icy that allows Staff to carry mace (if they have 
been trained by a qualified instructor in its prop-
er use) if they choose to.  Also, Session has de-
cided to hire an off-duty cop for up to 8 hours 
per week to patrol the parking lots, monitor se-
curity cameras, and respond accordingly if 
called upon.  We envision that this person would 
work on Sunday mornings from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. and on Wednesday nights from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m.  It is hope with this additional security 
measures our members would feel safe to ex-
tend hospitality to our guests who attend our 
church.   

 
 

The second aspect of twinness that I would 
like to address has to do with the work of Pre-
serve the Core and Promote the Growth 
(PCPG) task force that have started meeting to 
discuss round 2 initiatives to grow the ministry, 
mission, and membership of First Presbyterian 
Church.  You will recall that Jim Collins, author 
of Built to Last, believed that institutions that 
were built to last did two things equally well.  
They preserved their Core Values which didn’t 

change so it gave them free-
dom to change everything 
else to promote Growth.  
The PCPG will be engaging 
the Session and then the 
congregation through small 
groups that help us discern 
how God would have us 
“Promote the Growth” at 
First Church.   

 
Remember these twin values of “Safe and 

Hospitable” and “Preserve the Core and Pro-
mote the Growth” are not to be done at the ex-
pense of the other.  Both need to be done to-
gether to benefit the One Body with Christ as 
the Head.  As one who is estranged from my 
twin brother and who knows the pain of separa-
tion, my prayer is that one day when the sun ris-
es, we will have found a way to be together 
again.  May God bless our Twinness in 2017. 

 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Brent 
 
 

 From the Pastor’s Desk  

Twinness 



4 · First Presby News   Volume 48, Number 2 

Memorial Scholarship Fund  
Accepting Applications 

 

The Memorial Scholarship 
Fund again has scholarships 
available for post–high school 
education. The amount of the 
award will not exceed the an-
nual cost of books, tuition, and 
fees. The student may apply or 
reapply annually until his or her 
educational program is com-
pleted. Scholarship recipients 

must be members of First Pres-
byterian Church and admitted 
to an accredited college or 
training program which will 
meet the goals of the student. 
 Applicants will be     
evaluated on their character, 
ambition, ability, financial need, 
and level of church involve-
ment. Application forms for the 
school year 2017–2018 are 
available in the church office 
and on the literature table out-
side the office. The completed 
application form must be sub-
mitted to the higher education 
committee chair by April 1. Re-
cipients will be notified of the 
committee’s decision by April 
24. Money will be given to the 

school the recipient plans to 
attend upon presentation of 
proof of acceptance in the pro-
posed program. 

There is also about $13,000 
in the graduate loan fund, 
which is available for students 
pursuing post-graduate work.   

Interest accrual and repay-
ment terms are listed in the 
Higher Education pamphlet on 
the table outside the office. If 
you have questions, you may 
direct them to Alice Price. 

  
The "Journeys" Adult Education Class Will 

Start Again on February 5, 2017 
 
 
Last year, The Journeys adult education 
class  studied two well-known Christian 
scholars, authors, and lecturers, featuring 
a session on John Shelby Spong and 
another on Allistar McGrath. 
  
After studying John Shelby Spong and Allistar 
McGrath last year, The Journeys class will begin 
again in February.  We will take a break in 
January and  start on Sunday, February 5, 
with Jeff Van Sickle leading a four-week series 
on The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller.  Keller 
is pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in 
New York City.  Starting with a small 
congregation, the church has grown to over 
5,000 members and has been called one of the 
most influential churches in America and "one of 
Manhattan's most vital congregations."  Neither 
"hardline" nor "fundamentalist," the church 

focuses on the "character, ministry, and work of 
Jesus." 
  
In addition to being pastor of Redeemer, Tim 
Keller, is a New York Times best selling 
author.  His book The Prodigal God is based on 
Jesus' parable of the prodigal son, seen in an 
entirely different way.  According to the book, 
"Keller opens your eyes to the powerful 
message of Jesus... in the least understood 
parable." 
  
Future classes will be lead by Gerry Winters and 
Brian Howard. Stay tuned for more details!  
  
The Journeys Class 
meets from 9:30 to 
10:30 in the West 
Dining Room. Come 
join us! 

 Memorial Scholarship 

 Adult Education   
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 From the Parish Nurse   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Basic Supplements to Consider for Your Health 
The big question today: Are nutritional supplements necessary for good health?  
There will be varying opinions and answers to this question; even amongst doctors 
and other health professionals.  According to the CDC (Center for Disease Con-
trol), more than half of American adults take dietary supplements daily, or on occa-
sion, to ensure they are getting enough essential nutrients to maintain or improve 
their health. How do you know you might need a supplement?  “It’s possible to get 
all of the nutrients you need by eating a variety of healthy foods so you don’t have 
to take one,” says Carol Haggans, a registered dietician and consultant to NIH (National Institute of Health).  
“But supplements can be useful for filling in the gaps in your diet.”  I believe if you are buying quality foods, 
preparing nutritional meals at home (eliminating sugar, trans-fats, and preservatives), you have relative good 
health (and a great digestive system), you might get by without a supplement. Before you consider taking a 
supplement, talk with your doctor who may be able to advise you.  Evidence does suggest that supplements 
can enhance health but they can’t claim to cure, treat or prevent a disease.  And some supplements may 
have side effects, especially if taken with prescription medications or before surgery.  For example, some 
supplements may cause a blood thinning effect.   
 
I have researched my health conditions and the use of dietary supplements and have incorporated a supple-
ment program for myself with the advice of my doctors.  It is important to know your body to address prob-
lems and find helpful ways to support its functions.  I think supplements can be helpful for overall health but it 
is up to you and your health care provider to decide.  Discuss with your doctor some of these basic supple-
ments of interest to consider: 
 

Quality multivitamin.  Look for a multi that is free from dyes and common allergens, and at least 
meets the % Daily Value (DV) for each nutrient. 

Quality multi-mineral that includes absorbable calcium and magnesium for bone and muscle 
health.  Magnesium is also responsible for many enzymatic activities and helps relax muscles 
and blood vessels (may help lower blood pressure).  Look for calcium preparations that in-
clude microcrystalline hydroxyapatite concentrate (MCHC) and/or a glycinate/ citrate for better calci-
um and magnesium absorption. Calcium carbonate preparations are not well absorbed, especially 
because as we age, there are lesser amounts of stomach acid for bioavailability.   

Vitamin D3.  Vitamin D3 many times is included in a mineral preparation because Vit D3 helps with 
calcium absorption. Vit D3 also is beneficial for the immune system, colon health, reduces inflamma-
tion, and helps depression.  It is important to obtain blood levels of Vit D3 so you will know the correct 
dosage of units to take. 

Fish Oil.  Fish oil consists of Omega 3 fatty acids, EPA and DHA, which are beneficial oils for 
heart and brain conditions, inflammatory bowel disease, allergies, diabetes, neurological diseases, 
eye problems, and other disorders.  Look for a product that has been tested for purity and free from 
mercury. 

Coenzyme Q 10.  This vitamin/antioxidant is found in every cell in the body and is used to pro-
duce energy and protect the body from damage, including the heart.  Medicines that treat high choles-
terol and diabetes cause a decrease in CoQ10 levels. 

Probiotics.  Probiotics are good bacteria that help keep the natural balance of the intestinal micro-
flora.  Probiotics come in capsule and powders and are also abundant in fermented foods such as 
sauerkraut and yogurts/kefir.  Probiotics help with diarrhea, prevent infection in the digestive tract, 
and help control immune response to inflammation, such as in inflammatory bowel disease. 

Turmeric.  Turmeric is a spice that comes from the turmeric plant.  The root of this plant contains 
curcumin, a chemical that helps in decreasing inflammation.  Turmeric is used for arthritis, heartburn, 
Chrohn’s disease, depression, Alzheimer’s, autoimmune disorders, and other health problems.   

 
Joan Aldrich 
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Changes for the children’s program 
As many of you know we have started the Children’s church. The first week went great; we have had to 

make a few changes to make it work better for the children and the parents.  Children will come to 
service with their parents like normal. After the call to worship, parents will need to bring their children 
to the front of the church to sign them out to a staff member. We will then take the children to their 
worship room (Room C-217) Parents may sign their children out after the service ends. We are 
making these changes in effort to ensure the safety of our FPC children.  

Communion Sunday The Children’s Director and staff will bring the children in at the end of 
service to participate in the service.  

 
Wednesday night we still meet at 5:30 for dinner, children’s choir practice and then we will have 

an interactive activity for the children to do. Our time does end at 7:15pm. 
 
Save the date reminders  
February 12th Children’s choir will be performing at the 10:45 a.m. service  
April 9th Children’s choir will be singing for the Palm Sunday service  
April 19th Last kids club for the school year  
June 12th-16th Vacation Bible School at FPC  
June 19th-23rd Games Camp at Whispering Winds camp  
 
We are also working on a family day to be held out at the camp during the summer. No time is set at this 

time, but we should have a date within the next month.  
 
Dates we will not have Kids club or Children’s church  
January 25th (Geri & Liz will be attending APCE in Denver Colorado)  
March 22nd – Spring Break  
April 12th – Holy Week  

 Children’s Ministry News  

January-December 
2016 Financial Report 

 
 

  Income     Expenses 
 
Contributions  $ 530,447.58  Communications $     5,149.51 
Investments  $     5,247.26  Deacons  $     1,388.95 
Foundation  $ 229,915.00  Worship/Music $     3,432.63 
Economy Corner $   90,778.73  Camp   $   10,594.99 
Other   $   17,968.19  Education/Fellowship $   23,381.15 
      Mission/EC  $   97,161.72 
      Finance  $   85,515.06 
 Total  $ 874,356.76  Facilities  $ 175,070.27 
      Stewardship               $         645.58 
      Personnel            $  524,545.54 
 
       Total  $  926,885.40 
 
We concluded the year with a $52,528.64 shortfall, which is significantly better than the projected deficit of 
$135,929. Total income received was $874,356.76, which amounted to 98.3% of what we had projected. The 
Foundation provided approximately 25% of our total income. Our total expense of $926,885 was 15.3% less 
than the budgeted amount. This is largely attributable to the reduction in our personnel expense. Your contin-
ued support is greatly appreciated 
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Youth Activities for February 2017 
 
February 1 (Wednesday) – Youth Club-Free time-5 to 5:30 p.m., Dinner-5:30 to 6:15 p.m., Music 
Enrichment-6:15 to 6:45 p.m., Bible study-6:45 to 7:30 p.m. and Closing 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. 
February 3-5 (Friday-Sunday) – Middle School Winter Retreat (register by Jan. 23) 
www.westminsterwoodscamp.com 
February 4 (Saturday) – Try volunteering at the Community Breakfast. The community breakfast is 
an ongoing mission of our church. We encourage you and your family to volunteer. Anyone who 
would like to volunteer should contact Dick & Margaret Wieland-Dick’s cell # 316.833.6832/
Margaret’s cell # 316.833.6831/wielands@swbell.net or contact Geri. 
February 5 (Sunday) – (2) worship services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school is in 
the Youth Lounge from 9:30-10:30 a.m. No melodrama rehearsal, enjoy the Super Bowl! 
February 7 (Tuesday) – Youth Ministry Team meeting, 6-7 p.m. in the Youth Lounge. 
February 8 (Wednesday) – Youth Club-Free time-5 to 5:30 p.m., Dinner-5:30 to 6:15 p.m., Music 
Enrichment-6:15 to 6:45 p.m., Bible study-6:45 to 7:30 p.m. and Closing 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. 
February 11 (Saturday) – Garden & Grounds-9:30-11:30 a.m. 
February 12 (Sunday) - (2) worship services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school is in 
the Youth Lounge from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Youth Council meeting at FPC 1-4 p.m. Melodrama re-
hearsal 4-6 p.m. *Notice time change! All youth 6th-12th grade are welcome. 
February 15 (Wednesday) - Youth Club-Free time-5 to 5:30 p.m., Dinner-5:30 to 6:15 p.m., Music 
Enrichment-6:15 to 6:45 p.m., Bible study-6:45 to 7:30 p.m. and Closing 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. 
February 18 (Saturday) - Trivia Night 
February 19 (Sunday) – (2) worship services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school is 
in the Youth Lounge from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  Melodrama rehearsal from 1-3 p.m. All youth 6th-12th 
grade are welcome. 
February 22 (Wednesday) – Youth Club-Free time-5 to 5:30 p.m., Dinner-5:30 to 6:15 p.m., Music 
Enrichment-6:15 to 6:45 p.m., Bible study-6:45 to 7:30 p.m. and Closing 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. 
February 24-25 (Friday-Saturday) – Confirmation Retreat at Whispering Winds for 9th and 10th 
grade youth.  
February 26 (Sunday) - (2) worship services at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school 
is in the Youth Lounge from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  Melodrama rehearsal from 1-3 p.m. All youth 6th-12th 
grade are welcome. 
As you can see, in February there are lots of ways each and every youth can participate and come 

together to show our love and Christian faith. Questions?  E-mail Geri Doll 
doll@firstchurchwichita.org, call or text 316-737-8855. We are happy to give you a ride if needed. 

 Youth Activities  

Save The Date! 
Sleepless In Sterling 2017, Friday, March 10 Through Sunday, March 12, 2017 

Theme: Come and See 
Featuring: Dr. Perryn Rice, Senior Pastor, Lake Highlands Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas 

With the Covenant Praise Band 
Registration Fee is $40 

Registration Deadline is February 19, 2017 
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Just imagine how many people The Economy 
Corner was able to help in 2016 with total sales 
of $106,164.10 and 1,276 vouchers issued for 
basic clothing necessities for 2016!  The vouch-
ers were equivalent to $16,857.50, which is an 
average of $13.71 per person. There were 27 
different agencies that issued vouchers. The 
top voucher recipients were issued for FPC, 
United Methodist Open Door, International Res-
cue Committee, Wichita School District, and 
Harbor House. In addition to the vouchers, we 
again spent our Mission money and special do-
nations on winter wear and purchased 412 
coats for those in need. As we did last year, we 
will begin collecting new coats, hats and gloves 
as they go on sale for our 4th annual “Coat Pro-
ject “ during the winter of 2017.    
  
Amid the “Coat Project” it was business as  
usual during December 2016. Our total sales 
were $9,709.60. This is $375.40 decrease over 
December 2015 due to being closed three days  
for weather, a funeral and the Monday following 
Christmas. FPC’s sales were $8774.43 and 
Grace’s were $935.17. We filled 124 vouchers 
that were equivalent to $$1,721.75.  FPC had 
$1,298.75 and Grace had $423.00 in vouchers.  
 
We appreciate your generous support, dona-
tions and time which helped to make 2016 al-
most $4,000.00 more successful than last year. 
We are grateful for the opportunity to share our 
profits and work to fulfill out Mission in offering 
assistance to our urban community.  

Dillons/Camp Fundraising Program 
Through January, staff will be available in The Well between services, to an-
swer questions about the Dillon’s Community Rewards program and to pro-
vide enrollment assistance. Funds donated by Dillon’s are used to support 
the Camp and its programs. Your participation in the Rewards program and 
support of the Camp is very much appreciated. 

 Comic’s Corner   Economy Corner 

 
 
 
 
 

Driver Needed for Transportation 
A driver is needed for our Transportation 
Service!! We need a driver for Wednesday 
afternoon. Free training provided. Substi-
tutes available when you are sick or out of 
town. Please think about this opportunity to 
help with a valuable community service. If 
you are interested, please contact Patty Cole 
at 316-250-4577 or Gary Booher at 722-
0363 or cell 734-8087. 

Youth will be available in The Well  on Sundays 
in February to take ads/donations for their 

2017 Melodrama, April 7, 8, & 9 
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The Apostle Paul reinforces the 
psalmist’s words when he says that when 
adversity strikes, we are to thank Him anyway! 
As I sat waiting for “heat” to arrive that Friday, I 
tried to remember those words.  I thanked God 
for the fact that I had a home, that I could pay 
for the new motor, that I had plenty of firewood 
and food, and a cuddly dog.  And I prayed for 
those who are cold every day, and have little 
hope or the means to provide true and lasting 
warmth for themselves and their families. 

Being temporarily without heat is not the 
worst calamity we face in life, by far! Let us 
remember, even in the worst of circumstances, 
to fill up the spare moments of our lives with 
praise and gratitude.  This joyous discipline will 
help us live in the presence and abiding love of 
God, no matter what. 

I wish for each of you a warm and joyful 
new year!  Give thanks for all that you have 
even if isn’t all that you want, and pray for 
those who struggle to have what we take for 
granted. 

  Judy 

 On Wednesday 
after New Year’s day, 
the heat pump in my 
house started making 
“funny noises.”  A 
technician came and 
tinkered with it a bit, 
then declared that he 
had “good news and 
bad news.”   The good 
news was that the fan 
motor was in the 
process of dying, but it 
could be replaced. 
That was good news?  
Yes, because the bad 

news was that the motor was not in stock, they 
would ship it via UPS, and it would not arrive 
until Friday.  The house was still warm, so I 
decided that my little dog, Trixie, and I would 
hunker down and wait it out. 

By Thursday morning, the motor had 
“passed on,” and the house was getting cold. If 
you recall, these were bitter days in Wichita, 
with temperatures dropping to 7 degrees that 
night.  Trixie and I finally sought refuge with 
friends, and Friday morning returned home, 
with great anticipation, to await the new motor!  
By this time, the house was freezing, and so 
we sat, huddled and miserable, in front of a 
roaring fire in the fireplace with a small heater 
close by, and waited…and waited.  At 4:00 
p.m. both the technician and the part arrived.  
It took a while, but all is well – and warm 
again! 

I learned, some time ago, that constant 
gratitude is an essential ingredient for 
Christian living.  I thank God each morning 
when I awake for a new day, family, friends, 
home, work, and an abundant life.  When I 
walk Trixie, no matter the weather, I thank God 
for his creation and marvel at the sky above 
me.      
 The psalmist tells us that it is impossible 
to praise or thank the Lord too much. 
Sometimes our gratitude is spontaneous.  At 
other times, our gratitude is more measured 
and disciplined - an act of our will. In other 
words, be grateful even when you aren’t very.   

 

 A Few Words from Pastor Judy... 

 

Ash Wednesday Pancake 
Supper at 6:00 p.m., 

Wednesday, March 1, in 
the East Dining Room.  
Service at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary. 
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 Camp Whispers 

FPC hosts two sp_]i[l F_\ru[ry 
]ommunity _v_nts, you [r_ invit_^! 

#1) Souper Bowl, Friday, February 3 
(the Friday before the Super Bowl football 
game) in the East Dining Room, 10:30 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m.  We will host InterFaith Ministries’ an-
nual “Souper Bowl of Caring Lunch.” Fabulous 
soups donated by Wichita’s best chefs and 
served by the Wichita Wagon Masters will feed 
guests “bottomless bowls” of soup. Church 
Women United ladies are preparing homemade 
desserts.  Tickets are $20 and available at the 
door or in the church office.  Funds raised sup-
port IFM homeless shelters.  This will be a great 
place to bring a friend for lunch, support a 
worthwhile cause and enjoy entertainment by 
local musicians. 

#2) Trivia Night, Saturday, February 
18, in the East Dining Room, doors open at 
6:30 p.m., games start at 7:00 p.m.  This is a 
fundraiser sponsored by Partners for Wichita.  
Among many important projects, they host 
“Filling the Gap” that provides meals during 
spring break and the summer for vulnerable 
children at risk of hunger.  Organize a team, 
sign up now and register your table at 
jsschweitzer1@cox.net or for details contact 
info@partnersforwichita.org. The participation 
fee is $120 for a team of 8, or $20 per individu-
al. There will be interesting games and a won-
derful silent auction!  Jenn Bates of KWCH 12 
Eyewitness News will be the celebrity emcee.  
Bring friends, have fun! 

 
News for Presbyterian Women 
 “Who is Jesus According to         

Hebrews” is the subject of the PW Study 
Circle on Wednesday, February 8.  Cheryl 
Runyan will be the leader for  lesson #6 
from the Horizons study guide. The meeting 
starts at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor of the 
church.  The book of Hebrews neither fits in 
the category of gospel or letter.  It is more 
of a sermon addressed to those who are 
growing weary in the faith.  The author en-
courages believers to hold fast to their faith 
in times of adversity, to remain firm in their 
commitment to Jesus who has run the race 
of life and now reigns in glory with God.   

 

 

COOL! 
Great News!  Air Conditioning has recently been 
installed in the Camp Lodge, more than 60 years 
after construction. The Main Room of the Lodge is 
now cooled with two central air units and new duct-
work.  Two propeller fans were also installed in the 
Main Room to enhance air circulation and cooling.   
The old gas furnace heaters in the main room were 

replaced with more 
efficient units. Five 
“mini-splits” were in-
stalled in the Kitchen, 
the Men’s Shower 
Room, the Women’s 
Shower Room, and 
both upstairs sleeping 

Lofts. The mini-splits provide both heating and air 
conditioning to each of those rooms, using small 
diameter supply piping rather than bulky air ducts.   
The (very) drafty windows and doors in the Lodge 
are being replaced with much more energy efficient 
ones, to reduce operational costs. 
The Camp Committee eagerly awaits this sum-
mer’s heat, so we can 
really try out the new A/
C.  Reservations are in-
creasing as word 
spreads that the Lodge 
is now such a Cool place 
to be! 

Mark your calendar!  PW from the 
entire Synod of Mid-America will meet in 
Branson, MO, at the Radisson Hotel, April 21
-23 for study and fellowship.  The theme for 
the Gathering is “Can You Hear Me Now?” 
based on James 1:22, “Do not merely listen 
to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do 
what is says.” 

Workshops include: the 2017-2018 
Horizons Bible Study training for leaders, 
Human Trafficking, Immigration, Fund raising 
ideas for mission, Ending Payday Lending, 
Singing the Word, and Digital 
Communications.  Registration deadline is 
Tuesday, March 28. For more information 
contact Mary Knecht, 
knechtmary@hotmail.com or 942-8068. 
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Wednesday, February 1 
 9:00 Dorcas (C107) 
 5:30 Wednesday Night Bible 
 Study (Parlor) 
 5:30 Kid’s & Youth Club 
 6:00 James Ringers Rehearsal 
 (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
 Room) 

 
Thursday, February 2 

 8:30 Sr. Men’s Breakfast (WDR) 
 

Friday, February 3 
 7:00 Kell First Friday (Russ & 
 Linda Davisson home) 

 
Saturday, February 4 

 8:00 Community Breakfast 
 (EDR, WDR, KIT) 
 9:00 Guadalupe Clinic (EDR) 

  
Sunday, February 5 

 8:30 Worship (Chapel) 
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The 
 Well) 
 9:30 Sunday School & Luccock 
 Class (Parlor) 
10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
 Room) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
10:45 Children’s Church (C217) 
10:45 Congolese Worship (C204 
 & C201) 

 
Tuesday, February 7 

 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 5:15 Mission Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 6:00 Stephen Ministry 
 Supervision (C103) 
 6:00 Youth Ministry Team (YL) 
 
 

 

Wednesday, February 8 
   9:00 Dorcas (C107) 
 10:00  PW Study Circle (Parlor) 
   5:00 Camp Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
   5:30 Kid’s & Youth Club  
   5:30 Wednesday Night Bible 
 Study (Parlor) 
   6:00 James Ringers Rehearsal 
 (Sanctuary) 
   7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
 Room) 

 
Thursday, February 9 

   9:00 Economy Corner Board 
 Meeting (EC) 

 
Friday, February 10 

 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study 
 (WDR) 

 
Saturday, February 11 

   9:00  Gardens & Grounds 
   9:30  Transportation Meeting 
  (C109) 

 
Sunday, February 12 

   8:30  Worship (Chapel) 
   9:15  Coffee Fellowship (The 
  Well) 
   9:30  Sunday School & Luccock 
  Class (Parlor) 
 10:15  Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
  Room) 
 10:45  Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45  Children’s Church (C217) 
 10:45 Congolese Worship (C204 
 & C201) 
   1:00 Melodrama Practice 
 (EDR) 

 
Monday, February 13 

  4:30 Personnel Com. Mtg. 
 (Hobbs) 
  7:00 Celtic Music (The Well) 

Tuesday, February 14 
     1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
    2:00   Blood Pressure Check 
    (EC) 
  5:15   Children’s Ministry Team 
    (RR) 
  5:30 Finance & Administration 
  Com. Mtg (Hobbs) 
 6:00 Deacons Mtg. (C109) 
 6:15  CE&F (The Well) 
 

Wednesday, February 15 
 9:00 Dorcas (C107) 
 5:30 Kid’s & Youth Club  
 5:30 Wednesday Night Bible 
  Study (Parlor) 
 6:00 James Ringers  
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
  Room)  

 
Thursday, February 16 

 8:30 Sr. Men’s Breakfast  
  (WDR)  
 11:45 Theological Themes in 
  Literature (RR) 
   5:30 PCPG (The Well)  

 
 Sunday, February 19 
Prayers of the People 

 8:30 Worship (Chapel) 
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The 
  Well) 
 9:30 Sunday School & Luccock 
  (Parlor) 
 10:00 Blood Pressure Check 
  (The Well) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
  Room) 
 10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Children’s Church (C217) 
   10:45 Congolese Worship (C204 
 & C201) 
   12:00 Evangelism Com. Mtg. 
 (MComb) 
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 Calendar-cont’d.  

 Monday, February 20 
 5:00 Stewardship   
  Com. Mtg. (Parlor) 
 

Tuesday, February 21 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 4:00 Foundation (Hobbs) 
 5:30 Session (Parlor) 
 

Wednesday, February 22 
 9:00 Dorcas (C107) 
 5:30 Kid’s & Youth Club 
 5:30 Wednesday Night Bible 
  Study (Parlor) 
 6:00 James Ringers  
  (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
  Room) 
 

Friday, February 24 
12:00 Lectionary Bible Study 
  (WDR) 

Sunday, February 26 
Yellow Bag Sunday/4th@1st 

 8:30 Worship Service (Chapel) 
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The 
  Well) 
 9:30 Sunday School & Luccock 
  Class (Parlor) 
10:00 Blood Pressure Check 
 (The Well) 
10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
 Room) 
10:45  Worship (Sanctuary) 
10:45  Children’s Church (C217) 
10:45  Congolese Worship   
 (C204 & C201) 
11:45  Passport to Mission (The 
 Well) 
12:15  Encounter (The Well) 
  1:00  Melodrama Practice   
 (EDR) 

 
 
 
 
 

Celtic Music 
The second 

Monday of each 
month in 
 The Well  

at 7:00 p.m. 


