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Sunday Worship       
Schedule 

Worship 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 
Coffee Fellowship 9:15 a.m.  (The 

Well) 
Worship 10:45  a.m. (Sanctuary)  
 Summer Schedule Be-
gins June 11—One Service @ 
9:30 p.m.  in the Sanctuary 

FPC Information: 
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Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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 Cowtown 
Service on  

June 4, 2017 
You are invited to 
commemorate the early years 
of First Presbyterian Church 
at services of worship at 8:00 
a.m. & 9:00 a.m. at Cowtown. 
Hospitality Fellowship will be 
held between the two services 
in Turnverein Hall. Our 
speaker for this special 
service will be Russ Davisson. 
Communion will not be 
served. A church service in 
the Sanctuary of the church 
will be held at the usual 10:45 
a.m. time, with Communion 
being served. There will be 
no Chapel service. 

The Quartet to 
Sing at 

Cowtown 
Services on 

June 4 
The Quartet will add their 
special vocal touch to the 
services. Quartet Members: 
Spencer Stelljes, Steve 
Bixler, Kevin Findley, & Joe 

   Freedom Festival 
     Sunday, July 2 
  Whispering Winds                                                                            
 Camp 

 
     Article on page 4 

  
 

We celebrate our 
graduates! 

 
   Picture on page 6 

   EPIC Worship was 
epic! 

     Picture on page 7 

Historic  
First Presbyterian Church 



2 · First Presby News   Volume 48, Number 6  

 Congregational Care  

 

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 
Aimee and Dean Wallace, Michelle Sears, Sharon Salazar, Mark 

Robertson, David Blumenshine, Marjorie Tillery, Todd and Angelia 
Jones, Donna and Richard Coldwater, Bill and Francie Copeland, Jane 
Crouch, Tim Cooper, John Doll, Taylor Gill, Eleanor Hall, Joel and 
Sheli Blessant, Ruth Collingwood, Dale Wallace, Carrisa Crittenden, 
and Jack and Jan Harrison. 

Sympathy: 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Ann Eastwood on the death of 

her father, Robert Hubbard. Please keep Robert’s friends and family in 
your prayers as they grieve this recent loss. 

 3 Helen Veatch 
 5 Donald Howard 
  Kristine Blough 
 6 Phyllis Randle 
  Dennis McCormack 
10 Herb Bevan 
11  Steve Wilkes 
13 Brett Aldrich 
  Erin Young 
14 Annabelle Ivy 
15 Marilyn Kuhns 
  Michelle Cronkleton 
  Garret Norris 
16 Seth Kite 
17  Beth Garrison 
  Michelle Sears 
17  Kathy Green 

  
20 Nancy Moore 
21 Lynne Melton 
23 Lorraine Maxwell 
  Alex Maddux 
25 Loyce Booher 
  Karla Schumacher 
26 Susan Jones 
  Jared Kite 
27 Richard Graves 
  Dick Wieland 
  Jeffrey Crittenden 
28 Jack Mahan 
  Robert Workman 
30 Jill Coldwater 
  Emma Wolfe 
   

BIRTHDAYS 

 Ministry Staff  
The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 

Pastor/Head of Staff 
pastor@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Judy Conners 
Parish Associate (Visitation) 

conners@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Tom Church 
Parish Associate (Membership) 

tpchurch@cox.net 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

jaldrich@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

youth@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Garner 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

childrendirector@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

bixler@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

msweeney620@yahoo.com 
 

Gary Huffman 
Assoc. Organist/Archivist 

huffman@firstchurchwichita.org 
 
 

 Administrative Staff  
Nancy Bishop 
Office Manager 

finance@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Debbie Schnelle 
Administrative Assistant 

publications@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

facilities@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner Assistant Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 
sj.ml.sears@att.net 

CAMP WHISPERS 
MANY THANKS to all the volunteers (25+) who helped at Camp Work Day 
on April 22.  We had great weather, despite a deluge the previous day.  A lot 
of our activity was focused on clearing limbs from 15 trees that had 
previously been cut down by a tree service contractor (equipped with 
hydraulic lift), to prevent  damage to roofs, structures, and fences.  Other 
tasks accomplished included  repairing the telephone service, replacing 
screens on Bluebird Cabin, painting the Lodge bathrooms, draining and 
cleaning both Pools, removing weeds from the Playground, and removing 
weeds and brush from the sign at Ridge Road.  To fuel our efforts, we had 
great doughnuts in the morning, with a variety of most excellent smoked 
meats and potluck lunch. 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk (Guest author)  
Message from the May Presbytery Meeting 

   By Mary Knecht 
 The May 9 Presbytery of Southern Kansas meeting was held at Mt.Vernon 
Presbyterian Church here in Wichita.  As is the custom, the pastor of the host 
church gives the message at the opening worship.  The Rev. Don Owens spoke at 
that service.  I felt his message had significant meaning for this day and time and 
wanted to share some of the points he made.  His sermon topic was “A Prayer for 
the Church,” his text was Ephesians 3:14-21.  Following are a few of his thoughts 
and words: 
 “The Bible is right. What matters is not trends or statistics, but human be-
ings.  Jesus knew to whom he was speaking, men and women who worried about 

the future, the basics of life (health, food, security against the Roman occupying forces).  What Je-
sus had to say about the uncertainties that surround us is crucial.  ‘Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus.’   

Jesus gave us the one thing that we really do know about the future---that God is there.  
There is an old saying, I know not what the future holds, but I know who holds it.  The Church    
today is facing difficult and uncertain times. However, we must continue to be communally        
nurtured, holding one another accountable for the faith that is in us. 

We Presbyterians are Biblically- grounded, historically informed, communally nurtured, 
ecumenically involved, and socially engaged. So let us spend our energy strengthening HERE and 
NOW those things---faith, hope, love, beauty and truth---that partake of the eternal.  That is far 
more important than speculating about what may or may not happen in the future!” 

Pentecost is Sunday, June 4 – Wear RED! 
 Pentecost is referred to as the birthday of the Church.  It is 

represented with the color red which symbolizes the fire of the Holy 
Spirit!  Each year on Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the arrival of 
the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life with an offering intended to 
nurture the faith of those newest among us. A gift to the Pentecost 
Offering helps encourage, develop, and support young people, in-
cluding the Youth Triennium and Young Adult Volunteers in mis-
sion.  It is also used to address the needs of at-risk children. Local congregations retain 40% of 
the offering to use to impact the lives of young people within their community.  

The remaining 60% is used to support children and youth ministries of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency in the following ways: 1) Help train and equip young adults to engage in hands-
on mission at more than 21 sites in the U.S. and around the world. 2) For ages 12-18 help fund the 
design of a new Christian formation endeavor called “The Senior Project” that helps youth ex-
plore their next steps in faith, community and vocation. 3) Provides grants to the Presbyterian 
Youth Workers’ Association to help adult youth leaders. 4) Supports the “Educate a Child, Trans-
form the World” national initiative which was affirmed at the General Assembly in 2014, the goal 
is to better the lives of one million children at risk by 2020.  

This is one of the four churchwide Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  It 
plays a role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the twenty-first century, 
bringing together the diversity of the PC(USA) to take faith-based action on shared concerns. The 
Offering offers opportunities for partnership and witness and profoundly affects the life of the 
church as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church. 
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 A Few Words from Pastor Judy 

In America, the months of May and June are designated as 
times when certain “rites of passage” are celebrated.  May is all 
about graduation - from high school, college, and other 
educational institutions.  Ceremonies are held and are almost 

always followed by our culture’s favorite pastime – a party!   
Moving from one grade or school to another can be a reason for celebration as well.  Some 

years ago I was invited to be the “commencement speaker” at a kindergarten graduation.  It was 
indeed a solemn occasion, with families and teachers present. A memorable moment occurred 
when one little boy waved his hand frantically in the middle of my very short commencement 
address, to yell, “Lady, I have to go to the bathroom!”   Moving on… 

June is the month for weddings and for graduates to begin new jobs or embark on summer 
adventures.  The real estate business booms in June.  School is out and June is the ideal time for 
some families to pack up and move elsewhere when new opportunities beckon. 

The definition of a rite of passage is “a celebration of a passage which occurs when an 
individual leaves one group to enter another. It involves a significant change of status in society.”   

While some of the passages we experience DO call for celebration - a first “real” job, a first 
child, the purchase of a first home, a promotion, watching our children and grandchildren grow 
up and establish their own lives and families, a retirement after a long and fruitful career - they 
do come with a “flip side.”   

Every graduate does not have a job lined up, even though he is now “an adult” and 
expected to support him or herself.  Every marriage requires compromise and significant changes 
in lifestyle, as both spouses move from “single” to married” status.  Constant attention and care 
for a new baby can be overwhelming, and home ownership means mortgage debt and 
maintenance responsibilities.  Retirement may bring a loss of purpose and a frustrated spouse 
who isn’t crazy about having you around the house all the time!  No matter the joy all of these 
“rites of passage” bring initially, they do not feel entirely like new beginnings but like endings as 
well.  In some cases, they are a farewell to a way of life we have known and loved. 

But there is always cause for celebration!  In God’s infinite wisdom, the strength and 
confidence he gives us to weather the first significant change in our lives, he provides in double 
measure to face the next one.  And every change comes with an opportunity for personal growth, 
new understandings about ourselves and the road ahead that our Creator offers to us….if we 
choose to trust in him. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him, and you will make your paths 
straight.”    Proverbs 3: 5,6 

 

Camp Whispers-Updates 
The Camp is all about temperature control.  The repairs made to the pools last 
year will allow our guests to cool off, but our solar system will keep the water 
from getting too cool!  The concrete deck and benches have been painted with a 
special paint, which allows people to stand or sit on it without getting burned.   
This will also be the inaugural summer for the new air conditioning in the 
Lodge. Come on out and be cool!   
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 From the Parish Nurse   

Commune with Nature to Help Heal your Mind, Body, and Spirit 
 

What does it mean to commune?  According to Google, 
commune or communing is defined as: to share one’s inti-
mate thoughts or feelings with (someone or something), es-
pecially when the exchange is on a spiritual level, and to feel 
close in spiritual contact with. To commune also means to 
receive communion. Sounds like communing can be a spir-
itual and prayerful experience, especially as it relates to 
God’s creation in our world. I know from experience that my 
frequent evening walks around my neighborhood gives me a 
sense of awe, peace, and that special time to connect with 
God. I call it my spiritual walk or my prayerful walk and find this time necessary to restore my spirit. 
I find God waddling with the ducks, hopping with the rabbits, ribbitting with the frogs, and flying in 
formation with the geese. I am reminded that He walks with me and continues to provide for me just 
as He provides for all His creation. I feel grateful and even joyous to be surrounded by such beauty.   
 

Let’s talk about the many health benefits as we commune with nature: 
 

As we take a break from the busyness of life to engage with nature, we reap positive effects for our 
mental stamina, cognitive performance, and problem-solving abilities. University of Michigan psy-
chology researchers found that memory performances and attention spans improved by 20 per cent 
after people spent one hour interacting with nature.  There is also a correlation of increased creativi-
ty in natural settings, as well as improving our moods and attitudes. 
 

Spending time in nature is a great way to find physical rejuvenation because nature is a stress 
killer.  As stress is reduced, we can experience rejuvenated physical energy, faster physical recovery, 
decreased anxiety, less muscle tension, balanced stress hormones, decreased blood pressure and 
heart rate, and a heightened immune system.  Communing with the great outdoors, either by relax-
ing or taking a walk, is a healthy activity and should be experienced often.  
 

One of the most spectacular ways that God has made Himself known 
is through nature.  The ocean, the sunset, the mountains, the desert, 
the countless stars in the sky remind us that He is the Creator.  He 
wants us to experience His beautiful creation so that we will be in 
awe of Him and continue to notice His presence in our lives.  God 
desires relationship and a deeper connection with us.  Maybe     
communing with nature is God’s special invitation to meet with us. 
Can we open our hearts to this invitation to discover and experience 
God in a new way?  Let’s accept His invitation and get outdoors to 
appreciate what God has made for His glory. Our picturesque church 
camp, Whispering Winds, located at 73rd St N and Ridge Rd, would 
be a perfect place to commune with God, experience overwhelming 

peace and joy, and a sense of oneness with the universe and all of life. This experience may be a life 
changer! 
  
     

                                              Joan Aldrich 
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 Children’s Ministry News  

EPIC Sunday   
What a joy it was for Lindsey, Sarah, and me to work with the kids in preparation for Epic Sunday. 
We had so much fun. We also had a few youth volunteers offer their help to work with the kids to 
make our Epic service great.  A big Thank you to Torre Rekoske, Sierra Coldwater, and Katie Young 
for all their help.  

 

                  
 

Our next Epic Sunday is June 18th, and it will be VBS themed. 
The children and youth are very  excited for this opportunity to 
share their VBS experience “Solar Under the Sun.”  

Important Dates 
June 12-16 VBS “Solar Under the Sun” 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at FPC 
(latchkey available) 
June 18- Epic Sunday VBS themed “Solar Under the Sun’  
June 19-23rd Games camp @ Whispering Winds Camp   
9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
June 24-Family Day at the camp 2 p.m.-7 p.m.  
July 22- Family Day at the camp 2 p.m.-7 p.m. 

 
Congratulations To Our Graduates May 21, 

2017 Left: Jacob Ediger,  Right: Owen Barker 
 

 
FREEDOM FESTIVAL  
Sunday, July 2 

Whispering Winds Camp 
Our second annual Freedom Festival will be 
held on July 2. Bring your swimsuits and cool 
off in our refurbished pools, which will be open 
at 2 p.m. and free to everyone during the       
festival. The solar heater will provide a         
comfortable temperature in the pools, while 
the new air conditioning in the Lodge will pro-
vide a comfortable temperature inside.    
          

(story continued on page  9) 
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities for June 2017 
As we transition in to good ole’ summer time, you will notice that we don’t have youth Sunday school classes in June. 
We still hope to see our youth at Sunday worship, Summer Splash and other youth activities whenever possible. Re-
member that our point system is still in place, the reason for the system is group building and for the youth to come 
together in a cohesive effort to keep their youth group strong in friendship, faith, and  fellowship. Anyone planning to 
go on the summer trips is asked to participate in at least 50% of all scheduled activities each month. 
June 3 (YOUTH Saturday) – Community breakfast and Camp Counselor Training- Please plan 
to arrive at 7:30 a.m. Counselor Training-June 3 (Arrive at 7:30 a.m. to volunteer at the commu-
nity breakfast, training to follow at 9 a.m., over by noon) 
June 4 (Sunday) – Cowtown services at 8 and 9 a.m. Regular service at FPC at 10:45 a.m. 
June 7 (Wednesday) – Summer Splash! 1-5 p.m. 
June 10 (Saturday) – Garden & Grounds 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
June 11 (Sunday) – We move to (1) worship service at 9:30 a.m. for the summer. 
 
June 12-16 (Monday-Friday) –VBS week! 
June 12-16 (Monday-Friday) – Middle school youth at Westminster Woods Summer Camp! 
June 14 (Wednesday) – Summer Splash! 4-8 p.m. *Notice time change! 
June 18 (EPIC Sunday) – (1) worship service at 9:30 a.m. Father’s Day! 
June 19-23 (Monday-Friday) – Games Camp! 
June 21 (Wednesday) – Summer Splash! 4-8 p.m. *Notice time change! 
June 24 (Saturday) – Family Day at Whispering Winds! 
June 25 (Sunday) - (1) worship service at 9:30 a.m. 
June 28 (Wednesday) – Summer Splash! 1-5 p.m.  
 
As you can see, in June there are lots of ways every youth can participate and come together to show our love and Chris-

tian faith. Questions?  E-mail Geri Doll doll@firstchurchwichita.org, call or text 316-737-8855.  
We are happy to give you a ride if needed. 

EPIC Worship 
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Economy Corner  News  
 Our April 2017 total sales were $9857.45. 
FPC’s share was $8961.72 and Grace’s was 
$895.73. There was a decrease of $352.33 in 
our total sales over April 2016 in part due to the 
unpredictable weather. We filled 96 vouchers, 
which were equivalent to $1409.00. FPC’s por-
tion of the vouchers equaled $1076.50 and 
Grace’s was $333.50. Vouchers are issued to 
eligible adults and their immediate family 
members living at the same address, a maxi-
mum of once during a six month period. The 
vouchers are redeemed for specific articles of 
needed clothing and apparel. When we heard 
that Inner Faith Ministries had no bedding left 
for their clients’ use, we donated 33 twin sheets, 
3 dozen pillow cases and blankets to them.  
 We are in the difficult position of needing new 
volunteers due to several  resignations. In the 
immediate future (June) we also need substi-
tutes for workers who are ill or out of town. For 
more information please call the Corner (267-
1432). The training is easy and the gratification 
is huge.  
 We really appreciate your donations which 
allow us to assist our urban community in meet-
ing their daily needs.   

 Comic’s Corner  

“I love this church...I really feel like I fit in!” 

 Economy Corner  

Gardens & Grounds 
Gardens and Grounds will meet Saturday, 
June 10, at 9:30 a.m. to plant and clean up the 
gardens and playground for VBS and Summer 
Church Programs. Along with this event, 
everyone is invited to a big clean-up in The 
Well. Anyone who would like to learn more 
about our hospitality & Evangelism Ministry  
in The Well is welcome to come and learn 
from the ground up. 
 

EPIC Thanks 
Thank you to everyone who helped make 
EPIC worship epic! A special thanks to Joel 
Blessant for the art design. There are tee 
shirts still available for free, the only catch is 
you have to be willing to wear them to church 
on EPIC Sundays! 
 
Thank you to all who submitted entries into 
our 4th@1st Contest. Samantha Gales won a 
$30 Gift Card to The Well. 

Funny Bone 
A mother was giving instructions to her three 
children as she sent them into Sunday school, 
"And, why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 
Her son quickly responded, "Because people are 
sleeping!  

*********** 
A man and his young son went to church, and 
when they came out the father was complaining 
that the service was too long, the preacher was no 
good, and the singing was off-key. 

Finally the little boy said, "Daddy, I thought it was 
pretty good for a dime." 
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We can certainly be proud of the hard work and dedication given by the following members, 
family and friends who will soon complete their studies.  

 
Owen Barker will be graduating from Northwest High School. He plans to attend K-State in 
the fall.  
(Son of Sean and Heidi Barker; John and Judy Weber are his grandparents) 
Jacob Ediger will be graduating from Goddard High School. He plans to attend Central Methodist 
University in Fayette, Mo.  
(Son of Matt and Joanna Ediger; Pat Welker is his grandmother)   
Madison Hill will be graduating from Andover High School. She plans on attending Emporia State in the 
fall. 
(Granddaughter of Bruce and Patty Cole) 
Abigail Phelps will be graduating from Andover High School. She plans to attend K-State in the fall.    
(Granddaughter of Tom and Peggy Church) 
John Doll will be graduating from WSU with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering.  
(Son of Geri Doll) 
Elizabeth Dunlap graduated (Dec. 2016) from K-State with a B.S. in Elementary Education.  
(Daughter of Chris and Jo Dunlap) 
Emma Gregory will be graduating from Baylor University with a B.S. in Business and Human Resources. 
(Granddaughter of Judy Conners) 
Samantha Inman will be graduating from California State University, San Bernardino with a B.A. in 
Theater Arts.  
(Daughter of Mike Inman) 
Jared Kite will be graduating from Newman University with a B.S. in Biochemistry and he will be attending 
KU School of Pharmacy in the fall. 
(Son of Kyle and Lorena Kite) 
Krystal Landers graduated from Capella University with a M.S. in Psychology. 
(Daughter of Silvia Landers) 
Trebor Rekoske has successfully completed Marine Corps Basic Training, Marine Combat Training, and 
Ground Supply School.   
(Son of James and Cynthia Rekoske; Richard and Donna Coldwater are his grandparents) 
Polly Terzian will be graduating from Dickinson College with a B.A. in Policy Management and Latin 
American Studies.   
(Granddaughter of Tom and Esther Warner) 
Margaret Wilkes will be graduating from the University of Kansas School of Medicine with her M.D. She 
will be starting her 4 year OB/GYN residency at Maine Medical Center in Portland, Maine. 
(Daughter of Steve and Elizabeth Wilkes) 
 

Congratulations from your church family! 

 Graduation 2017  

(story continued from page 6) 
The activities will primarily be outside, to enjoy the camp grounds, but the 
Lodge will be utilized as needed. Steve Bixler will lead patriotic songs on 
the lawn and Pastor Brent will share a message about freedom and its 
meaning. 
 

The Camp will barbecue bratwurst, hamburgers, and hot dogs for dinner, with pot-luck side dishes 
and desserts.   Swimming and other activities will continue after dinner.  Families may bring 
fireworks and set them off near the basketball court, provided a fireworks ban has not been issued 
by Sedgwick County due to dry conditions.  
 

The Festival activities will conclude with a “fire dancing” performance at dusk by Tyler Duncan 
and “Phlox Kansas”.  It should be a great end to a great day! 
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Exciting News from Highland Cemetery 
By Gary Huffman, Archivist 

 
 Not often is there 
good news, much less 
news at all, coming from 
a     cemetery.  Recently, 
however, some really 
exciting news has been 
generated by a group of 
volunteers who are try-
ing to repair and restore 
many of the broken 
(vandalized) tombstones 
in Wichita’s oldest ceme-
tery. 
Led by WSU grad stu-
dent, Barb Myers, the 
Friends of the Wichita 

Pioneers is beginning to make good progress on a 
project to make much needed repairs at Highland.  
Most of the descendants of those buried at High-
land are themselves dead or no longer live in the 
Wichita area.  The City of Wichita is primarily re-
sponsible for the upkeep of the cemetery, but the 
city’s responsibility has not extended much be-
yond mowing the grass and weeds. 

Established in 1872 as the Wichita Ceme-
tery Association, a group of incorporators pur-
chased twenty-six acres at the corner of Ninth and 
Hillside (at that time three-quarter miles north-
east of the city).  The land was owned by Henry 
Smith.  A few burials had taken place on this 
property when Smith took the land as a govern-
ment claim.  The city promised to remove them to 
a site to be selected by the city, but this promise 
was not kept. 

In 1899, Smith sold the property to a 
group of public-minded investors. By this time, 
the cemetery had become known as Highland 
Cemetery.  The lot owners’ association struggled 
to maintain the cemetery until in 1983 it gave up 
and ceded the land to the City of Wichita.  Ap-
proximately 17,000 people are buried at High-
land.  Today only those who have title to lots are 
buried there. No further sales are being made. 

145 years later, the cemetery serves as hal-
lowed ground for early Wichita pioneers buried 
there.  Former church archivist Al Witherspoon 
began giving tours of the cemetery to point out 
the many early day members of First Presbyterian 
Church.  In more recent times, the current        
archivist has continued to give tours, both real 
and virtual.  The current tours include more than 
just members of First Presbyterian, but also 

 From the Archives  
 and virtual. The current 
tours include more than 
just members of First 
Presbyterian, but also 
leaders of early day 
Wichita. 
During the past few years, 
more and more 
tombstones were 
damaged.  It is hard to 
imagine that the wind 

blew them over.  Most were damaged by vandals who, 
for no good reason, shoved the markers over or broke 

off large segments of the 
tombstones. 
 Back to the good news.  
The group of volunteers 
known as Friends of the 
Wichita Pioneers has been 
laboring for several months to 
repair stones and grave sites.  
The current project involves 
the Steele-Meagher family 
plot.  John Steele was a charter 
member of First Presbyterian 
Church and was one of its first 
two elders.  During the 1877 
scarlet fever epidemic, he and 
his wife lost three young 
children to the ravaging 

disease.  John Steele had married Mary Celia 
Meagher, daughter of one of the earliest Catholic 
families.  He seemed to have lost interest in our 
church and withdrew from his responsibilities here.  
There was no resident Catholic priest yet in Wichita so 
the pastor of the Presbyterian Church, the Rev. John 
Harsen buried the children.  Their burials were listed 
in Vol I. of Session Minutes as having been conducted 
by the Rev. Harsen. 
The Steele-Meagher plot also contains the remains of 
Timothy Meagher (1812-1871), Michael Meagher 
(early Wichita marshal 
killed in a shootout at 
Caldwell, KS), and two 
other young children of 
Meagher siblings.The 
accompanying photos tell 
the story.  A few years 
ago, some of the broken 
pieces of this tombstone 
were stolen and dumped 
in a ditch south of Wichita.  Fortunately they were 
recognized and were preserved.  Now they are being 
incorporated into the restoration of the large ornate 
marker. 

For an interesting tour of what is taking place, 
check Friends of the Wichita Pioneers on 
Facebook.  If you are interested in making a donation 
to this project, please contact Gary Huffman. 

Steele Children’s Marker 

The marker in shambles 

Apparatus to lift the 
heavy stones 

Marker being restored - Barb 
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Saturday, June 3 
 8:00 Community Breakfast (EDR, 

WDR, KIT) 
 9:00 VBS Training (The Well) 
 9:00 Guadalupe Clinic (EDR) 
 

Sunday, June 4 
Communion 

 8:00 Cowtown Worship (Russ 
Davisson) 

 9:00 Cowtown Worship (Russ 
Davisson) 

 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
   

Tuesday, June 6 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs)  
 2:00 Blood Pressure Check  (EC) 
 5:30 Finance & Administration Com. 

Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 6:00 EC Picnic (EDR) 
 

Wednesday, June 7 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 1:00 Summer Splash (Whispering 

Winds Camp)  
 5:00  Facilities Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
   

Thursday, June 8 
 9:00 Economy Corner Board Meeting 

(EC)  
 5:30 Promote Growth Com. Mtg.  

(The Well) 
 

Saturday, June 10 
 9:00 Gardens & Grounds 
 9:00 Officer Training (The Well) 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg. (C109) 
  

Sunday, June 11 
 9:00 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Stephen Ministry Supervision 

(C103) 
 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:30 Worship & Music Com. Mtg. 

(McComb) 
 10:30 Evangelism Com. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 

 

Monday, June 12 
 9:00 VBS (EDR, WDR, KIT, Choir 
  Room, Nursery, The Well, 
  Library) 
 4:30 Personnel Com Mtg. (Hobbs) 
 

Tuesday, June 13 
 9:00 VBS (EDR, WDR, KIT, Choir 

Room, Nursery, The Well, 
Library)  

 5:30 Session (Parlor) 
 6:00 Deacons (C109) 
 

Wednesday, June 14 
 9:00 VBS (EDR, WDR, KIT, Choir 

Room, Nursery, The Well, 
Library)  

 9:00 Dorcas (C105)  
 

    4:00  Summer Splash (Whispering 
Winds Camp) 

 

Thursday, June 15 
 9:00 VBS (EDR, WDR, KIT, Choir 

Room, Nursery, The Well, 
Library) 

 11:45 Theological Themes in Lit. (RR) 
 
 

Friday, June 16 
 9:00 VBS (EDR, WDR, KIT, Choir 

Room, Nursery, The Well, 
Library)  

  
 

Sunday, June 18 
EPIC/Prayers of the People/ 

Father’s Day 
 9:00 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 

 9:00 Camp Com. Mtg. (The Well) 
 9:00 Dillon’s Rewards Enroll           

(The Well) 
 9:00 Blood Pressure Check           

(The Well) 
 9:30 EPIC Worship (Sanctuary) 
  10:45 Refugee Worship (EDR) 
 

Monday, June 19 
  9:00 Games Camp (Whispering 

 Winds Camp) 
  5:00 Stewardship Com. Mtg. (Parlor) 
 

Tuesday, June 20 
 9:00 Games Camp (Whispering 

Winds Camp)  
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 2:00 Blood Pressure Check (EC) 
 

Wednesday, June 21 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 9:00 Games Camp (Whispering 

Winds Camp) 
    

Thursday, June 22 
 9:00   Games Camp (Whispering 

Winds  Camp) 
  

Friday, June 23 
  9:00  Games Camp   

 (Whispering Winds Camp)  
  

Saturday, June 24 
     2:00 VBS Rewards Camp 

(Whispering Winds Camp) 
 

Sunday, June 25 
Yellow Bag Sunday 

 9:00  Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary)  
 10:45 Refugee Worship (EDR) 
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 Calendar-cont’d.   
  

Summer Schedule: 
June 4: Two services at 
Cowtown at 8:00 a.m. 

and 9:00 a.m. with 
fellowship between 

services 
 

Beginning June 11: One 
service at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

July Presby News will be 
published on June 28-All 

articles are due by  
June 15 

  

Tuesday, June 27 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (Hobbs) 
 

Wednesday, June 28 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 1:00 Summer Splash (Whispering 

Winds Camp) 
  

Freedom Festival 
 Sunday, July 2 at 

Whispering Winds 
Camp 

 

 Fun for the whole 
family 

 

 Swimming 
 Games 

 Activities 
 Vespers 
 Cookout 

 Phlox Kansas Fire 
Dancing 


