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Sunday Worship 
Schedule 

Worship 9:00 a.m.  
 (Chapel) 
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The Secret of Cornbread Flats 
This year we tried something new by adding alumni to the mix. 
We had several FPC melodrama alumni, and helpers, 
including: Jared Cerullo, Carissa Crittenden, John Doll, Nick 
Fornier, Laci Rekoske Haas, Jared Kite, Kayeli Rekoske. There 
were also cameos by: Matt Brown, Brent Duncan, Jim 
Friedewald, Herman Jones, Emily Doll Lynch, Trebor Rekoske, 
and Blaine Martin for playing the piano. Thank you to the 
alumni for your support and continued interest in the youth 
group and church.  

Congratulations to the youth on 
their wonderful job presenting 

the melodrama! 
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 Ministry Staff  
The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 

Pastor/Head of Staff 

pastor@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Goodwin 
Chaplain 

mgoodwin14@att.net 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

youth@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

jaldrich@firstchurchwichita.org 
 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

bixler@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Gary Huffman 
Archivist 

huffman@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

 Administrative Staff  
Nancy Bishop 
Office Manager 

finance@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Debbie Schnelle 
Administrative Assistant 

publications@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

facilities@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner Assistant Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 
sj.ml.sears@att.net 

 Congregational Care  

 

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 
 

Clarissa Delhotal, Kathy Green, David Blumenshine, Bob 
Brown, Eleanor Parsons,  Adam Eastwood, Jeff Moler, Tim 
Cooper & Julia Feagan & family, Megan Cabrales & family, 
Bill & Francie Copeland, Jennifer Hartman, Dennis & Mary 
Jo McCormack, Dolores Granger, Tom Whealdon, David   
Miller, Jolene Satterthwaite, Steven Harper, Joanna & Matt 
Ediger & family, Frank & Sue Solomon, Bill Sloan, Ann Gill, 
Felix Briggs, Cathy & Bob Marley, Jack & Mary  Hollowell, 
and Elise Gascon & family. 

 
Sympathy: 
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Peggy 

DeForest. Please keep Peggy’s family and friends in your 
payers as they grieve her recent death. 

BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Sean Brodin 
  Samantha Inman 
 3 Isaac Cline 
  Cooper Stueven 
 5 Denise Taylor 
  Stacy Coldwater 
  Isabel Schulte 
 6 Rebecca 
    Blanford 
 9 Dean Wallace 
12  Andrew Howard 
  Emily Howard 
13  Bill Sloan, Jr. 
14  Katelyn Young 
15  Christina 
    Hibarger 
16 Harry Williford 

16 Gary Gates 
17 Carol Seek 
  James Kinkaid 
  Tyler Duncan 
  Emily Pottorf 
19  Glenn Ziegler 
21  Lorena Kite 
23  Sheli Blessant 
24  Robert Heaton 
  Linda Robinson 
25  Helen Steindler 
26  David Reitz 
27  Paul Crittendon 
   Carter Bowles 
28  Mayme Pearl Ward 
29  Linda Boyle 
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In this season of Eastertide as the Church bears wit-
ness to on-going encounters with the Crucified-
Risen Christ, it seems fitting that we are privileged to 
welcome to First Presbyterian Church not one but 
two PCSUA Missionaries.  Tracey King Ortega and 
Kristi Van Nostran will be leading us in worship on 
May 8.  And then Tracey and Kristi will be attending 
and speaking at the Presbytery meeting on May 10 in 
El Dorado.  Many of our members are familiar with 
Kristi since she has organized and will be organizing 
our upcoming Mission trip by our Senior High Youth 
to El Salvador from May 27 to June 5.  Twelve youth 
and five adult sponsors have been preparing for this 
trip by getting current on all their shots (ouch!) and 
learning about what to pack (not a lot except lots of 
DEET) and about what they will be doing as they vis-
it the sites of our Mission partners.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Our youth will be visiting the villages of Talpatates 
and Rio de Los Bueyes.  We support two middle 
school teachers in Rio de Los Bueyes for the past 12 
years.  The youth will also visit the Pastoral House in 
Berlin to see firsthand how they harvest, clean, and 
roast the coffee (Don Justo) we sell and use in The 
Well.  And finally, our youth will be educated about 
Kristi Van Nostran’s work with Joining Hands as 
this group works to educate farmers and consumers 
about sustainable organic farming practices.  After 
the 10:45 am service, Kristi and Tracey will meet 
with those going on the mission trip for any ques-
tions they might have.  You are welcome to attend as 
well.  See you in church on Sunday. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

 From the Pastor’s Desk  

 
 
Tracey King-Ortega 
 

In July 2005, Tracey came under appointment as Regional Liaison for 
Central America.  Tracey is responsible for communications between 

World Mission, mission personnel, partner churches and PC(USA) 
congregations interested in ministry in Central America.  Her special 

focus is on programs of reconciliation and peacemaking.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Kristi Van Nostran 

As the Joining Hands Network facilitator in El Salvador, Kristi is helping to build bridges of solidarity 
between churches in the United States and a network of churches, grassroots groups and nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) in El Salvador. Together they work to combat the root 

causes of poverty and suffering through community education, advocacy, 
alternative economic activities, lifestyle changes and spiritual grounding. The 

goal is to restore the wholeness of God‘s creation and the healing of the human 
family through prayer, mutual visits, humble accompaniment and mutual 

transformation.  
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 Chaplain’s Notes   

Wasn’t it Tom Bodett who told us he’d “keep the light on for us” at Motel Six? It was a silly 
commercial, but I’ve been thinking lately about “keeping the light on,”  and all that it could mean. 

You see, an elderly couple live directly across the street from us. He is suffering from esophageal 
cancer and is now under hospice care. We try to be attentive to them, visiting, taking in food and 
flowers, that sort of thing. Never does our slightest gesture go without a hand-written note of 
thanks. In one of her notes, the neighbor wrote that looking across the street and seeing our light 
on was a comfort to them. Seeing our light on is a comfort to them! Who knew? We immediately 
went over and assured them that we would keep the light on and the shutters open all night every 
night if that gave them some peace of mind. They didn’t tell us it wasn’t really necessary of that we 
shouldn’t run up our electric bill and in this way we knew it truly was important to them. 

I remember another time when the next door neighbor kept a light on in her highest front 
bedroom window. It took me a while to notice and then another while to figure it out. Her son was 
deployed to Afghanistan. The light was her beacon: “Be safe, I miss you, come home.” Most parents 
leave the light on until their teen-age children get home. We light the church parking lot to keep 
parishoners safe coming and going at night.  Even a night light in our bedrooms helps us find our 
way in the dark. So, when we’re disoriented, worried, or fearful, light helps us feel more secure or it 
sends a message, “I’m here, I’m thinking of you, I’m waiting.” Remind you of someone? 

Sometimes keeping the light on doesn’t require electricity. It only requires a smile, twinkling 
eyes, a hug. It may only require showing up and listening or offering a helping hand. Keeping the 
light on doesn’t have to be expensive, but, as the commercial says, it is priceless. 

“I had a dream about you last night. I was alone on a dark night and you came to me as a firefly. 
I know it was you because you were the brightest.” 

 

Mary Goodwin, Chaplain 

Income    Expenses     

         

Contributions   $   129,712.50   Communications  $         836.42    

Investments   $          330.04   Deacons   $         764.39    

Foundation   $                -     Worship/Music   $         855.00    

Economy Corner  $     22,101.90   Membership   $                -      

Other   $     24,731.18   Education/Fellowship  $       1,456.58    

    Mission/EC   $     30,305.48    

Total   $   176,875.62   Finance/Admin   $     19,762.33    

    Facilities/Utilities  $     38,811.75    

    Stewardship   $                -      

    Personnel   $   124,026.24    

         

    Total   $   216,818.19    

         

         

         

 

  

  

  

    

 Quarterly Report  

Contribution income for the first quarter amounted to 26% of the projected contributions for the year.  Expenses 
exceeded income by $39,942.57, which is on track with our projections. We are projecting that budget expenses will 
exceed income by $134,606.74 by the end of the year.  The budget includes the anticipated increase in personnel 
expenses with the addition of the new associate pastor.  Thank you for your continued support.  
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 From the Parish Nurse   

Benefits of Short Term Mission Trips for our Youth at FPC 
At the end of this month, 11 senior high youth and 6 adult 

sponsors will be embarking on a 10 day mission trip to     

El Salvador.  Their mission involves helping with        

community projects in the village of Talpetates, working 

with the local youth in Food mission projects and RUMES, 

a       Presbyterian Mission Agency partnership with El Sal-

vador that teaches food sovereignty. The youth group has 

worked hard to raise money for this trip by securing funds 

through melodrama ads and 3 performances of “The Secret 

of Cornbread Flats” last month. They were committed to 

many weeks of rehearsal practices and spent hours memorizing their lines.  The melodrama was a huge suc-

cess and many church members enjoyed a real class theatre performance.  So, why do our youth and directors 

do all this work to go someplace and do more work?  What are the benefits of youth mission trips?  Let me 

share possibly why our churched youth desire these experiences in their life. 

Mission trips bring youth together from all different cultural, social, and economic classes.  
  By being together, they build relationships and are able to recognize differences, embrace similarities, 

learn from each other, and get along.  They share their sense of adventure, their relationship with God, 

and their desire to serve.  They literally take the compassion of Jesus to another culture. 

Mission trips expand limited perspectives by pulling youth from their normal context (language, 

culture, etc.) of life and place them in an environment that encourages physical, emotional, men-

tal, and spiritual change.  When they are out of their comfort zone, they develop a greater sense of 

trusting God.   

Mission trips help youth to encounter God’s heart.  Our God is a global God and He cares about all 

nations.  By stepping into a foreign mission field, there is a sense of God’s amazing compassion for 

another culture, and our youth will begin to know Him as Lord of the fields and harvest.   

Mission trips help youth to become more grateful.  By experiencing life’s challenges, especially with 

working with poorer Christians around the world, there can be a renewed appreciation for life’s little 

blessings—air conditioning, clean and running water, showers, flushed toilets, and good roads.  

 Mission trip experiences require youth to think about their life’s purpose.  They become sensitive to 

the Lord’s leading and a commitment that impacts their home, school, church, community and world.  

One of our youth, Sailor Sulier, was quoted in Ark Valley News pertaining to an upcoming student 

abroad trip, “I want to do missionary work after high school, so I thought this would be a good chance 

to dive into that a little bit”.   
 

Continue to pray for our youth and adults as they create sacred spaces in another land, trusting and know-

ing that God works in and through their lives.  May they be nestled in the palm of God’s hands al-

ways. 

       Joan Aldrich 

You Are Invited 
You are invited to attend a  

Graduation Reception 
 for Andrew Johnston 

 on May 22, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
The Well 
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Games Camp at  
Whispering Winds Camp 

June 20 – 24, 2016 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

For children who have completed Kindergarten 
through 5th grade 

Cost is $40 
     This camp is built around God’s wonderful gift of 

play. Athletic skill is not required, but a great deal of 

energy is needed to participate in this week-long 

recreational adventure. Children who do not enjoy 

being physically active should not enroll in this 

camp. 

 Capture the flag, relay races, more kinds of tag 

than you can imagine, even water balloons—it’s not 

about winning but about how much fun you can 

pack into one day!  If the pools are ready, we plan to 

swim every day after lunch. 

 Children’s Ministry News  

                                     June 13-17 
                                  9 a.m.—4 p.m. 
                               All Day for completed 
                                     K – 5th grade 
                There is no cost to attend this year 

               Half Day for ages 3-5 years old 

                        Must be completely potty-trained 

     VBS @ FPC 

Pentecost Sunday 
Pentecost Sunday is May 15.  

We are asking everyone to wear red!  
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities for May 
As we transition towards the end of the school year, we hope you will enjoy the many graduations, concerts, and year-
end ceremonies which abound this month. Enjoy your family time and be ready to enjoy the summer youth activities 
which begin with the senior high youth trip to El Salvador which is May 27-June 5, Summer Splash on June 8, VBS is 
June 13-17, Games Camp is June 20-24 and both will need youth camp counselors, and the Middle School Trip to Ghost 
Ranch which is June 25-July 2!  

 

May 1 (Sunday) – (2) worship services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school is in the 
Youth Lounge at 10:00 a.m. Youth are encouraged to attend the 1215 Encounter! It is in The Well at 
12:15 p.m. 
May 3 (Tuesday) – Youth Committee Meeting 6-7 p.m. 
May 7 (Saturday) – Community breakfast-The community breakfast is an ongoing mission of our 
church. We encourage you and your family to volunteer. Anyone who would like to volunteer should 
contact Stephanie Hutchison at 409-4529 or e-mail her at stevie.bird2@gmail.com or you can contact 
Geri. 
May 8 (Sunday) – (2) worship services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school is in the 
Youth Lounge from 10-10:30 a.m. Recognition of Graduates at the 10:45 a.m. worship service.  
Important El Salvador travelers meeting with Kristi Van Nostran from 11:45-tbd in The 
Well.  
May 15 (Sunday) – (2) worship services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school is in the 
Youth Lounge from 10-10:30 a.m. Last Youth Sunday school until the fall. 
May 22 (Sunday) -- (2) worship services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Commissioning of El Salvador 
travelers. 
May 27 (Friday) – Leave for El Salvador. 
May 29 (Sunday) -- (2) worship services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Questions? E-mail Geri Doll at doll@firstchurchwichita.org, call or text 316-737-8855. 
We are happy to give you a ride if needed. 

     THANKS FOR  
YOUR SUPPORT 

The youth group would like to thank 
everyone who supported the melodrama 
through advertisements, attendance, do-
nations and volunteering. It took all of 
you to help make this year’s melodrama 
a success! The youth began working on 
their melodrama in January, with re-
hearsals almost every Sunday night 
through April. The money the youth 
have made from their fundraising efforts 
will help take 25 senior high and middle 
school youth, plus sponsors, on a mis-
sion trip to El Salvador and to Youth 
Week at Ghost Ranch. These experiences 
will help the youth to grow in their spir-
ituality and in their  relationship with 
Christ. Thank you for supporting the 
youth group! 
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 April Economy Corner News 
 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. The  
Junior League of Wichita is sponsoring a       
campaign that will provide children in that situa-
tion a way to transport their belongings in some-
thing other than a plastic bag. Each $25 donation 
will buy a duffle bag, pet pillow, hygiene items, 
and art supplies. The bags will be distributed by 
first responders and case workers. Contact the 
Junior League at jlwichita.org or their           
headquarters at 12th and Woodlawn to donate. 
March’s total sales were $9513.74. FPC’s share 
was $8799.90 and Grace’s was $713.84. In spite 
of two weeks of Bag and 1/2 Price Sales before 
Easter, there was an increase of $29.50 in sales 
over March 2015.  We filled 57 vouchers for basic 
clothing necessities which were equivalent to 
$871.23. FPC’s portion of the vouchers equaled 
$784.45 and Grace’s was $122.75. We are always 
in need of men’s shoes and clothing. We truly 
appreciate all your donations which allow us to 
assist our urban community in meeting their   
daily needs. 

Dillons/Camp Fundraising Program 
Helping the camp raise funds is easy! All you need to do is sign up online 
or by phone, and every time you swipe your Dillons Plus card,  
Dillons will donate to the camp!  
Learn more or sign up at www.dillons.com/communityrewards or by call-
ing 1-800-576-4377 (option #3). You can also contact Nancy Bishop with 
questions. Brochures are on the information table. The church’s Re-
wards number is 10149. 

 Comic’s Corner   Economy Corner  

Berry Lemonade at The Well 
Lemonade is a 
favorite summer 

drink because it’s tart 
and refreshing.  Step 

it up a notch by 
making it frozen and 

fruity with mixed 

berries.  We start 
w i t h  f r o z e n 

Lemonade and add 
some of our Four 

Berry flavor for a little sweetness.  It’s a sweet 
way to beat the heat this summer! 

 
PW Brunch and Final Lesson May 11 

 
Presbyterian Women will be meeting for a 
Continental Brunch ($5.00) on Wednesday, 
May 11, 9:30 a.m. in the East Dining Room.  
This will be their final Bible study lesson #9 
“River of Life—Hope” from the 2015-2016 
Horizons PW study “Come to the Waters.”  The 
lesson will be presented by Rev. Dawn Flippin, 
pastor at the Kingman church.  Reservations 
should be made with the church office 263-
0248 by Friday noon, May 6, and money will 
be collected at the door. PW from area 
Presbyterian churches will be attending for 
fellowship and study.  Questions? Contact: 
M a r y  K n e c h t ,  P W  M o d e r a t o r , 
knechtmary@hotmail.com or 942-8068. 

http://jlwichita.org
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First Presbyterian Church wants you to get to know our Stephen ministers.  
 We will be profiling one Stephen minister each month.   

This month we highlight Catherine Johnston. 
 

 
Where were you born? Marlow, Buckinghamshire, England 
  
Do you have pets?  We have two dogs and two parakeets.  We 
adopted the dogs from the Kansas Humane Society when we moved 
here. Ginny is a lab basset mix and Chudleigh is a miniature         
poodle.  We brought the parakeets with us from Lincoln, NE (one of 
a long line of pets “for the children” that seemed like a good idea at 
the time!) 
  
What was the last movie you saw in the theater?  Annie 
(Apparently I don’t get out much!) 
  
What was the last book you read?   I am currently reading Bill 
Bryson’s The Road to Little Dribbling.  
  
Where is the farthest you have ever traveled?  I used to live in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, while attending boarding school in England, 
which made for a pretty long trip. 
  
Have you ever won anything? If so, what did you 
win?  When I was about eight, my mother and I submitted multiple 

entries to a “Caption the photo” contest at a dog show.  The prize was a professional photo taken with your 
dog.  I still remember the caption: “No fillings this time, Mum!”   

 

 What is your favorite chidhood memory? Did you have a 
favorite toy?  I have special memories of walking the meadows 
with my grandparents in Suffolk, England. I was an avid reader as 
a child, so my favorite toy was probably a book. 
  
What is your favorite sport to watch?  The Olympic Games, 
winter and summer. 
  
Where did you spend your last family vacation?  We spent 
last Christmas on Guadeloupe, a butterfly-shaped French island in 
the Caribbean. 
  
What do you usually do when you have leisure time on 
your hands?   I like to volunteer at the    Economy Corner, read, 
walk or do jigsaw puzzles. 

  
Do you have a favorite store/restaurant?   In Wichita, I really like the Bella Luna Cafe. 
  
If you could invite one famous person (living or dead) to eat a meal with you at your house, 
who would you pick and why?   I would like to invite former president Jimmy Carter.  It would be a 
fascinating conversation with a humble, spiritual man who happened to hold the most powerful office in 
the world. I would be very interested to hear his opinion on current politics.   
 

 Stephen Ministers  


