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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERINGñGOD IS WITH US 
 

What was the most perfect gift you ever received? A bike or doll 

when you were a kid? A video game, perhaps? Maybe it was the day 

you met your husband, your wife ñ or looked into the eyes of the new-
born baby that someone laid in your arms. 

For most of us, the most perfect gift is not necessarily a thing, but 

something else. Something bigger, deeper, more meaningful. One of 

the most powerful things that Christians claim is that God saw the great 

needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a gift that brought God and 
humanity closer together. Godõs perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered 

the power of being with us.  According to Matthewõs Gospel, one of the 

names given to Jesus is Emmanuel, which means òGod is with us.ó  

In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us, and of be-

ing with those who are often overlooked, left out, vulnerable, or in need. 

òGod is with us,ó we proclaim. What a powerful gift, a perfect gift, the 
gift of é being with. Being with é think about it.  

This is one of the reasons we 

share gifts during Christmas. We, 

too, want to share the power of  

being òwithó those we love and those 
in need, by offering gifts like those we 

give to the Christmas Joy Offering. 

When we give to the Christmas 

Joy Offering, we step forward to be 

with the young people attending Still-

man College, Presbyterian Pan 
American School, and the Menaul 

School, recognizing their potential 

and rejoicing in their talents. We of-

fer the gift of being with them in sup-

port of their education and leader-
ship development, knowing that the 

students of color who attend these 

schools will soon lead the church and 

world, receiving our gifts and offering 

their gifts in return. 
We give these gifts because God shows us how powerful it is to òbe 

with.ó The power of òwithó is the power God shows us in Jesus Christ. 

Godõs perfect gift: Emmanuel, God is with us. Let us share our gifts and 

celebrate our church leaders ñ past, present and future. 
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u Ministry Staff t 
The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston  

Pastor/Head of Staff  
pastor@firstchurchwichita.org  

 

Joan Aldrich  
Parish Nurse 

aldrich@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Geri Doll  
Director of Youth Ministry  

doll@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Liz Norris  
Director of Children½s Ministry 
norris@firstchurchwichita.org  

 

Steve Bixler  
Director of Music  

bixler@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist  

msweeney620@yahoo.com  
 

Gary Huffman  
Archivist/Assoc. Organist  

huffman@firstchurchwichita.org  
 
 

 

u Administrative Staff t 
 

Michelle Edwards  
Administrative Assistant  

publications@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Tharika Munaweera  
Bookkeeper  

finance@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager  

facilities@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Mary Burgett  
Economy Corner Manager  

 

Phyllis Robertson  
Economy Corner Assistant Manager  

 

Dave Duncan  
Whispering Winds Camp Manager  
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org  

 

Melinda Sears  
Clerk of the Session  
sj.ml.sears@att.net  

u Congregational Care t 
,ÅÔ 5Ó &ÏÃÕÓ /ÕÒ 0ÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÏÎ 4ÈÅÓÅ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓȡ 

!Ó Á ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ×Å ×ÅÅËÌÙ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÕÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ 
ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓ ÕÐÏÎ Á ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ ,ÅÔ ÕÓ 
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÉÎ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇȡ #ÈÒÉÓ &ÏØ Ǫ 
3ÈÅÁ+ÁÎÇ (Å× ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ  %ÓÔÈÅÒ (ÁÒÒÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ  4ÅÒÒÙ (Á×ËÉÎÓȟ  
,ÉÚ ,ÁÎÇȟ  #ÁÒÏÌ 3ÅÅËȟ  $ÏÎÏÖÁÎ -Ã#ÁÌÌȟ  $ÙÌÁÎ 7ÁÒÎÅÒȟ ,ÁÃÉ (ÁÁÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ !ÌÅØÁÎÄÒÁ Ǫ 3ÔÅÖÅ 7ÁÓÈÂÕÒÎȟ 4ÏÍ Ǫ 'ÅÒÒÙ 7ÉÎÔÅÒÓȟ 
(ÁÒÒÉÅÔ ,Å×ÉÓȟ #ÈÁÒÌÅÓ (ÏËÅȟ  *Ȣ$Ȣ 0ÁÇÅȟ  3ÉÌÖÉÁ ,ÁÎÄÅÒÓȟ -ÉËÅ Ǫ 
+ÒÉÓÔÅÎ #ÁÒÄÉÎÅȟ .ÁÎÃÙ Ǫ 3ÔÅÖÅ 0ÅÒÒÙȟ  "ÒÉÁÎ Ǫ 3ÔÅÐÈÁÎÉÅ (Ï×ÁÒÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔÈÅ 6ÁÎ :ÁÎÄÔȟ  *ÁÎÅÁÎ 7ÏÏÄȟ "ÒÁÄ Ǫ -ÉÃÈÅÌÌÅ 
#ÌÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ *ÕÄÙ $ÁÖÉÓȟ 4ÏÍ Ǫ (ÅÌÅÎ 6ÅÁÔÃÈȟ -ÁÒÙ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎȟ 
"ÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ #ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅ *ÏÈÎÓÔÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ +ÁÒÌÁ 3ÃÈÕÍÁÃÈÅÒȢ  

 

 1 Kyle Stanberry 
 2 Dennis Black 
 4 Kimberly Bahre 
  David Deckard 
 8 Eleanor Hall   
 9 Dwight Corrin 
10 Virginia Garver 
11 Susan Bentson 
12  Joan Aldrich 
  Avi Rekoske 
  Brandon Bowles 
  Donovan McCall 
13 Susan Brown 
17 Frank Solomon 
  Patrick Martin 
 
  

18 Carol Wright 
19 Janice Van Sickle 
  Mary Jo McCormack 
  Iris Weirick 
20 Gary Huffman 
23 Mary Knecht 
25 Erica Grunder 
26 Sarah Geering 
  Cathy Marley 
  Tom Warner, Jr 
27 Jack Hollowell 
28 Alexandra Washburn 
  Don Setser 
  Peggy Wathne 
29 DJ Spaeth 
30 Angelia Jones   
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u From the Pastorôs Desk t 
Update on Kansas Leadership Transformation Application: 
Amidst the disappointing news of our Transformation Grant being rejected, Kansas Leadership Center did grant our 
Core Team a mini grant so they could attend the Your Leadership Edge in 2020 without any cost to our church. The 
members on the Core Team, who have committed to guiding our church through transformation, are as follows:  
Cynthia BernerðModerator, Stephanie Bird-Hutchison, Patrice Cummings, Jeff Van Sickle, Cynthia Rekoske, Melinda 
Sears, and Darryl Ott.   
In addition, I had the privilege of having breakfast with the President/CEO of Kansas Leadership Center, Ed 
OôMalley, about what else KLC might be able to do to invest in our transformation. This breakfast meeting came about 
because I attended an all-day training event on October 29.  As an alumnus of KLC, I was invited to take part in the 
discussions about making the Journal more reflective of the make-up of Kansas on issues that bridge rural and urban 
divide and on those who submit articles to the Journal. At a break-out session, I had a conversation with Ed which 
developed into an invitation over breakfast to discuss it further. Hopefully, something positive will come from my 
breakfast with Ed.   
Also, I invite you to read my sermon on Hope as Restoration and Resurrection to understand better the 
transformation that needs to happen at First and how KLC can have a role in it. My sermon is on the information table 
or you can email me at pastor@firstchurchwichita.org and I will send you a digital copy. 
 
Update on my Presbytery Commitments: 
As some of you are aware of from previous Pastorôs Report, I am a member of Church Orders Ministry Team 
(COMT) which meets on the first Tuesday every month and has oversight on the ministers and churches within the 
geographic bounds of Southern Presbytery. Personally, I am a liaison to the following churchesðTrinity Presbyterian 
Church, which just called their new minister, First Presbyterian Church in Derby, Westwood Presbyterian Church, 
Grace Presbyterian Church, and First Presbyterian Church in Hutchinson. Because First Presbyterian Church in 
Hutchison is without a pastor, I am moderate their Session on the 3rd Monday of the month. As you can imagine, this 
requires time and energy to do it well.   
In addition, I am working with the Moderator of Presbytery of Southern Kansas, Rev. Laura Frazey, to form an 
Administrative Commission to charter Wichita Refugee Congregational Church (WRCC) as a new PCUSA church.  I 
have met with Rev. Frazey to discuss the process in educating what being Presbyterian means to the leadership of 
WRCC. Towards this end, I have been doing leadership development with the WRCC every Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. We are studying the book of Acts. I am excited to learn that on Christmas Day, at the Camp, the WRCC is going 
to worship and celebrate Jesusô birth by having me baptize babies, children, and adults. I have come to realize that they 
see me as their bishop or overseer. Or at least their pastor by default. It is my hope that when they get chartered as a 
new church, they will be eligible to receive assistance from our denomination to call a pastor.   
 
Update on Matthew 25 Church Initiative: 
At the September meeting of Session, we became a Matthew 25 Church, committing to congregational vitality, 
addressing issues of poverty and race. Towards that end, the Mission Commission will be showing the following film 
on December 4 at 6 p.m. in The WellðWebinar on ñHealing the Wounds of White Privilege.ò  I hope you will be able 
to attend this informative session. 
 
Getting in the Spirit of Advent: 
The Mission Commission has order 50 Advent devotionals entitled Straw for the Manger. They are available on the 
informational table and in the Church Office. Please pick one up. They are free and a tangible way to say thank you for 
your commitment to the mission of First Presbyterian Church. Also, the devotional is a wonderful way to prepare for 
the birth of Christ with acts of kindness that adds straw to the Manger.   
In addition, the Christian Education Commission will be showing Adam Hamiltonôs The Journey: Walking the Road 
to Bethlehem on December 11 and 18 in The Well from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.    
Lastly, we have special services for you the Sundays of Advent. On the first Sunday of Advent, we will have our joint 
service with the WRCC as well as celebrate Christmas with our children and youth choirs performing. After the service, 
we will have a potluck in the East Dining Room. On the third Sunday in Advent, we will have our Adult Choirs, 
(Choral and Handbell) performing a Cantata. On Christmas Eve, we will have our Pageant and Candlelight service that 
officially begins at 7 p.m. with an extended Prelude beginning at 6:30 p.m.   
I do hope you will take part in these special services designed to get us in the Spirit of Advent.   

   

       Grace and Peace, 

 17  Marsha Veesart 

mailto:pastor@firstchurchwichita.org
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Share the Flowers! 

 

Several folks have spoken to me about the possibility of sharing the cost of the Sunday flowers 
for the Sanctuary, and we have already done this on a couple of occasions. However, if more 
people are interested, I am very much in favor. The flower ministry is such an important part of 
our church service each week. It will mean more actual donors, but that can be a good thing.   
 
If you are interested in participating with the shared flower donations, please let me know. I do 
ask that you contact me by email, msheff1@cox.net, leaving your name and phone number. As 
always, we will try to accommodate color and/or 
specific flower requests and dates, but we can dis-
cuss that when we talk. I hope to hear from you, and 
this will begin in the new year. 
 
 
 
Marilyn Heffner 

u Upcoming t 

December 8, 2019ðSecond Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m. Chapel, Lighting of Advent Candles 
10:45 a.m. Sanctuary, Lighting of Advent Can-
dles 
 
December 15, 2019ðThird Sunday of Advent 
No 8:30 a.m. service 
10:45 a.m. Sanctuary, Lighting of Advent Can-
dles, 
Adult Choirs performing Christmas music 

Special Services for Advent and Christmas 

December 22, 2019ðFourth Sunday of 
Advent 
No 8:30 a.m. service 
10:45 a.m. Sanctuary, Lighting of Advent 
Candles 
Special Guest Visitor 
 
December 24, 2019ðChristmas Eve 
6:30 p.m. extended Prelude 
7:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant and 
Candlelight service 
 
December 29, 2019ðFirst Sunday after 
Christmas 
No 8:30 a.m. service 
10:45 a.m. SanctuaryðLessons and 
Carols 
 
January 5, 2020ðSecond Sunday after 
Christmas 
8:30 a.m. Chapel, communion 
10:45 a.m. Sanctuary, communion 

mailto:msheff1@cox.net
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u From the Parish Nurse t  

KEEP SABBATH HOLY 
 
The Presbyterian Womenôs Bible study group have been studying the 10 commandments and last 
month our focus was the fourth commandment, ñRemember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six 
days you shall labor and do all your work.  But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; 
you shall not do any workò (Ex. 20:8-10).  What exactly is Sabbath and why is this important?  Ac-
cording to Merriam-Webster dictionary, Sabbath is defined ñas a day of religious observance and ab-
stinence from work, kept by Jews from Friday evening to Saturday evening, and by most Christians 
on Sundayò.  Eugenia Gamble, a PC(USA) pastor and the author of our Bible study lesson óLove 
Carved in Stoneô, says ñSabbath is a day of radical reorientation of life and priorities in which all peo-
ple are equal and a day when we commit ourselves to relationship with God and the reorganization of 
life that this entails.  This Word (Fourth Commandment)) addresses the wound of busyness that sub-
stitutes for holiness, and achievement that substitutes for identityò.  Sabbath becomes a ñpracticeò of 
orienting life away from self-sufficiency and achievement and more towards a quiet rest in the provi-
sions and power of God.  Ms. Gamble says keeping Sabbath can be a form of gentle but powerful pro-
test against the work ruling our lives.  Sabbath awakens us to pause and calls us to find in those new 
spaces a chance to connect deeply with God throughout the day.  In our study time, we discussed how 
to keep Sabbath a day for God and me and a day for God and us.  A big part of Sabbath for us is our 
worship time each Sunday morning.  We recognized the importance of worship, singing praises, hear-
ing the Word, and praying together.  Sabbath keeping brings a unique joy when having fellowship 
with like-minded people.  Other ways to keep Sabbath holy include: 
 
Be at rest during the Sabbath.  Rest your mind, body and spirit.  Spend time in nature and allow 
beauty to break through in the busyness of life. 

Bond with family and friends.  God intended for us to share the Sabbath with family and friends 
to build relationships. 

Bring joy and blessings to others.  Share your talents and gifts, write an encouraging note, call or 
visit a lonely person or a friend in need. 

Take moments to breathe deeply.  Quiet yourself and ponder Godôs invitation to you to regularly 
stop for Sabbath rest, reorientation, and reconnection with Him.  The Sabbath can lead us back 
to the creation week and remind us that God is our Creator and He, too, wants to develop a 
strong and intimate relationship with us.  

 Be grateful and give thanks.  As we recognize blessings, we come to realize our humble de-
pendence on God and others in our life.  We are grateful for the ways God and others intervene 
on our behalf to enrich our lives.  By practicing gratitude with simple acts of kindness certainly 
is keeping sabbath holy. 

 
During this Advent Season, may you intentionally practice Sabbath time, especially reflecting on the 
magnificent birth of Baby Jesus.  May you become mindful of ways to connect to Christ as well as 
ways to be Christ to others.  Blessings to you and yours!   

 

         Joan 
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Childrenôs Ministry Activities in December 
 
*December 1  The children will be singing and preforming a short readerôs play at the 10:45 a.m. worship 
service. We have asked that parents arrive with their children at 10 a.m. We will meet in the Sanctuary.  
The Nativity Processional will be on December 1, 2019 at the start of the 10:45 a.m. service. If you would 
like your child to participate in this long-time tradition, please meet us in the Narthex (back of the Sanctuary) 
at 10:30 a.m.  
*December 11, 2019 is our last Wednesday Club meeting until January 8, 2020. We will be celebrating 
with a pizza party and Christmas movie.  
*December 15, 2019-We will be holding a parent meeting following the 10:45 a.m. service. We are 
working on Sunday programming for the children and would love your input.  
Nursery access- If you are in need of nursery services for your child please contact Liz Norris @ 316-214-
4318 or email Norris@firstchurchwichita.org so that I can make sure we are staffed. The nursery is for 
children 4 years of age and younger. We are here for you, so please do not hesitate to let us know if you need 
nursery accommodations.  
We encourage you and your children to join you in Sunday morning worship. If your child is not able to sit in 
the service, we have an alternative worship space in The Well located directly across from the Sanctuary.  

 

u Childrenôs Ministry Fun t 

 

Share in the delights of the season with the FPC Playgroup.  For the Christmas 

festivity in December, the children will do a holiday light tour with hot chocolate and 

sweets. Then, they will enjoy the warmth and celebration of the coming of the Christ 

Child for Epiphany in January. Join us for a marvelous journey of fellowship and fun the 

next five weeks! Siblings are welcome!  Contact Michelle Murray-Cline for questions by 

calling (316) 794-1195. 

December 6th Holiday Light Tour 
Details TBA 

Evening 

January 5th Epiphany Celebration 
at First Presbyterian Church 

Afternoon 

mailto:Norris@firstchurchwichita.org
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Youth Activities for December 2019 
 

December 1 (Sunday) - 2 worship svcs. 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. The 10:45 a.m. service will be a joint worship 
service with the WRCC (the youth are singing, please arrive by 10 a.m.) followed by a potluck lunch,  
followed by the youth group making college care packages.  
*Nativity Processional (we need youth and children to be present at the beginning of the 2nd service) 
December 3 (Tuesday) - CE Commission Meeting 5:30-7 p.m. 
December 4 (Wednesday) - Youth Club ï 5:30-8 p.m. 
December 7 (Saturday) ï Community Breakfast (Youth volunteering day) Arrive at 7:30 a.m. 
December 8 (Sunday) - 2 worship svcs. 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 
December 11 (Wednesday) - Youth Club ï 5:30-8 p.m. 
December 15 (Sunday) - *1 worship service @ 10:45 a.m.  
December 22 (Sunday) - *1 worship service @ 10:45 a.m.  
December 24 (Tuesday) - Drama and Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m. 
December 25 (Wednesday) ï Christmas Day! 
December 30 (Sunday) - *1 worship service @ 10:45 a.m.  
December 31 (Tuesday) ï New Yearôs Eve 
Need to contact me?  
 
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook. 
 

We are happy to give you a ride, if needed. 

u Youth Activities t 

November Young Adult Activity 
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Economy Corner News  

 
The Economy Corner³s October total 

sales were $11,569.05. This is a de-
crease of $545.61 over October 2018 
sales. We had to close for two days dur-
ing the repaving of our parking lot. FPC³s 
share was $10,434.06 and Grace³s was 
$1,134.99. We filled 131 vouchers in Oc-
tober for basic clothing necessities which 
were equivalent to $2,013.45. FPC³s por-
tion of the vouchers equaled $1,492.40 
and Grace³s was $521.05.  

This is the time of the year that re-
minds us that there are only two ways to 
live our lives. ´One is as though nothing 
is a miracle. The other is to live as 
though everything is a miracle.µ -Albert 
Einstein.  

We began our 6th annual New Coat 
give away a few days earlier than usual 
this year due to the frigid weather. We 
have provided coats for our Congolese 
congregation as well as other patrons. 

Approximately half of our coat supply 
has been given out as of November 14th. 
One shopper asked what we do with do-
nations. Thinking that this was in refer-
ence to ´keep the change,µ it was ex-
plained that we use that extra change to 
help out those who need a little more 
than they actually have to complete their 
purchase. Imagine the surprise when a 
$100 bill was laid on the counter by a 
´shopper angelµ! It seems that we experi-
ence this kind of generosity every year 
during this time of Miracles.  

We are blessed to witness and experi-
ence life as though everything is a mira-
cle as well as be part of the efforts to as-
sist our Urban Community. Thank you for 
your continued support and contributions. 

Shhhhh! Silent Auction 
Epiphany 2010 

 
&ÉÒÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÆÏÌËÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ 
ÔÏ ÓÕÂÍÉÔ Á ÔÈÅÍÅÄ ÂÁÓËÅÔ ÏÒ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÆÏÒ Á 3ÉÌÅÎÔ 
!ÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ωÔÈȢ  0ÒÏÃÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÃȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÉÎÇ 
ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÅ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÌÉËÅ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔÓȟ ÒÅÎÏ×Î 
ÇÕÅÓÔ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓȟ ÃÁÍÐ ÔÕÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÎÅÅÄÓ 
ÆÏÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ %ÄÕÃÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅÄ "ÉÎÇÏ ÍÏÎÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ 
ÕÐ Á 0ÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ 
ÃÁÒÅ ÃÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ &ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ 
ȰÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÃÕÐȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ΄Ó ÂÙ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÎÇ Á 
ÂÁÓËÅÔ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄÉÅÓ ÔÏ 
ÂÅ ÁÕÃÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÏÆÆȦ 
 

Contact Cynthia 

Rekoske for details or 

questions!  992-9595  

Presbyterian Women review the Fifth 
ñword of loveò 

 

The PW study circle is using the Hori-
zonôs guide again this year with the theme 
ñLove Carved in Stoneða fresh look at the 
Ten Commandments.ò 
Did you know that the word command-

ment is not used in the Bible. Thatôs why the 
study author is calling them ñwords of love.ò 
At the Wednesday, December 11 meeting, 
10:00 a.m. in the Parlor, the subject is the 
fifth word of love: ñHonor your father and 
mother so that your days may be long in the 
land that the Lord your God is giving you.ò 
Joan Aldrich will lead the lesson. Please 

arrive by 9:30 a.m. for Christmas refresh-
ments and special fellowship. 
Please feel free to join us. All are wel-

come.  


