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Mission Statement 
In response to the love and grace of 
God, First Presbyterian Church of 
Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of 

believers bound together to glorify God 
and to proclaim the good news  
of Jesus Christ through worship, 
spiritual nurturing, education and 

mission to all people. 

525 N. Broadway 
Wichita, KS 67214 
(316) 263-0248 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
www.firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Sunday Worship  
Schedule 

Worship 8:30 a.m. (Chapel) 
Coffee Fellowship 9:15 a.m.  

(The Well) 
Worship 10:45 a.m.  

 (Sanctuary) 

FPC Information: 

First Presbyterian Church is a  
Stephen Ministry Congregation 
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150th Anniversary Celebration 
Premiere of Documentary of First Presbyterian 

 

The most significant event of the 150th Anniversary Celebration year 
will occur on March 15, 2020. The 10:45 worship service will be the 
signature celebration event of the entire year. 

Several of the elements of worship will be drawn from previous an-
niversary services. The choir will be singing 2 special anthems. Many 
special guests have been invited to attend. 

Months ago during one of the planning sessions of the Anniversary 
Committee, one of the members suggested producing a documentary. 
What a great idea! Too bad we didn³t start on it several months earli-
er. After some investigation into resources, we were able to secure 
the services of a professional videographer who produces documen-
taries for a living. He was quite interested in the project, even though 
the time frame was a bit tight. We were able to obtain a contract with 
him and the work began. Underwriting for the project was obtained 
from Durfee 360, the Kent Durfee Memorial Fund. You may have 
seen someone at Heritage Sunday and Christmas Eve taking pic-
tures. Recently he interviewed many people from the church, from 
small children to longtime members. He acquired many photos from 
the church archives and drew heavily from the church history, This is 
Who We Are. 

The premiere of this work will occur during the 10:45 worship ser-
vice on March 15, 2020. You do not want to miss this event!  This will 
be an excellent time to invite your friends to attend First Presbyterian 
Church. 
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u Congregational Care t 

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These  
Members: 

 
Tom Starnes, Jeff Crittenden, Paul Crittenden, 
Kevin & Michelle Cronkleton and family, Cyn-
thia Berner, Marilyn Heffner, Bob & Sandra Car-
riker, Cliff & Peggy Wathne, Ann Gill, Taylor 
Gill, Steve & Kristen Ivy and family, Kenneth 
Long, Steve Harper, Geri Doll and family, Ann & 
Roger Eastwood, Matt & Joanna Ediger and 
family, Sigmond Jacob, and Roger & Jane 
Klocke.  

 ρ )ÁÉÎ #ÌÉÎÅ 
  "ÒÅÎÔ *ÏÈÎÓÔÏÎ 
  +ÁÙ -Ã$ÏÎÉÅÌ 
 ς 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ &ÏÒ×ÁÌÄÅÒ 
  *ÏÈÎ 2ÈÏÁÄÓ 
 σ !ÉÍÅÅ 7ÁÌÌÁÃÅ 
 τ 0ÏÒÔÅÒ (ÅÌÌ×ÉÇ 
  .ÁÏÍÉ ,ÉÎÇ×ÏÏÄ 
 χ "ÁÒÂÁÒÁ !ÄÄÉÓÉÏÎ 
  *ÉÌÌ 9ÏÕÎÇ 
 ψ !ÎÄÒÅ× *ÏÈÎÓÔÏÎ 
 ω *ÁÃËÓÏÎ (ÁÌÔÏÍ 
ρρ .ÁÎÃÙ #ÌÁÕÓÉÎÇ 
  *ÕÄÙ -ÉÃÈÅÌ 
  #ÁÒÏÌ /ÒÒ  
ρς  #ÁÒÏÌ #ÕÎÎÉÎÇÈÁÍ 
  $ÏÎÎÁ #ÏÌÄ×ÁÔÅÒ 

ρσ #ÙÎÔÈÉÁ "ÒÉÎÌÅÙ 
  *ÏÁÎÎ -Ã#ÁÎÄÌÅÓÓ 
  -ÅÌÉÎÄÁ 3ÅÁÒÓ 
ρτ  3ÁÒÁ (ÕÔÃÈÉÓÏÎ 
ρυ  #ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÅÒ &ÏØ 
ρω 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ $ÉØÏÎ 
ςσ 3ÔÅÖÅ )ÖÙ 
ςυ *ÅÒÒÙ $ÅÖÉÎÓ 
  .ÁÎÃÙ *ÏÎÅÓ 
  3ÃÏÔÔ *ÏÎÅÓ 
ςφ  3ÁÍ +ÎÅÃÈÔ 
  $ÅÁÎÎÁ 7ÁÇÇÁÍÁÎ 
ςψ +ÅÎÎÙ 7ÒÉÇÈÔ 
ςω #ÈÅÒÙÌ 2ÕÎÙÁÎ 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston  
Pastor/Head of Staff  

pastor@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Joan Aldrich  
Parish Nurse 

aldrich@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Geri Doll  
Director of Youth Ministry  

doll@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Liz Norris  
Director of Children½s Ministry 
norris@firstchurchwichita.org  

 

Steve Bixler  
Director of Music  

bixler@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist  

msweeney620@yahoo.com  
 

Gary Huffman  
Archivist/Assoc. Organist  

huffman@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

u Administrative Staff t 
 

Michelle Edwards  
Administrative Assistant  

publications@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Nancy Bishop  
Bookkeeper  

finance@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager  

facilities@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Mary Burgett  
Economy Corner Manager  

 

Phyllis Robertson  
Economy Corner Assistant Manager  

 

Dave Duncan  
Whispering Winds Camp Manager  
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org  

 

Melinda Sears  
Clerk of the Session  
sj.ml.sears@att.net  
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u From the Pastorôs Desk t 

Illness Has a Functional Purpose: 
It is something that many type A personality types do not like to talk about. But it is true just 
the same. Illness has a functional purpose. It gives the body permission to slow down when 
workaholics refuse to take a day off unless they are sick. It happens to me whenever I work 
more than 65 hours a week. Suddenly I find my immune system weakening and the next 
thing that happens to me is that I have come down with whatever is going around. This time 
it was a sore throat. I find that I cannot talk which is scary in my line of work. I begin to won-
der what if my voice doesnôt return. Suddenly, I feel vulnerable. I am Icarus who has flown 
too close to the sun and has paid the price.  Hubrisðthe Greeks called it. Living life as if we 
are immune from our mortality, the frailty of the human condition. Pastors cannot get a sore 
throat; they have to preach the Word of God.  Doctors and nurses cannot get sick; who would 
take care of us? A proper work-life balance is an acknowledgement of our mortality. It is as 
Psalmist concludes in Psalm 90 when he considers that we can be here today and gone to-
morrowé ñso teach us to number our days that I might gain a wise heart.ò 
 
Less Than 30 days to our 150th Celebration: 
Speaking of numbering our days, there fewer than 30 days to the 150th weekend of events. It 
begins Friday March 13 at 2:00 pm at 12th and Jackson where it all began. And then on Sun-
day, March 15, at the 10:45 am service, we will see a documentary on how First Church and 
the City of Wichita grew up together. Invited guests and dignitaries will be in attendance. 
This is one worship service you do not want to miss. Invite a friend. 
 
Take the Journey with Us: Attend the KLC Workshop, February 29 to March 1 
Come and learn the KLC competencies regarding leadership that we may as a Body of Christ 
discern together what God would have us be and do that will carry us forward for the next 
150 years. Dr. Joyce McEwen Crane will be leading us on Saturday, February 29 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and then on Sunday, March 1 from 12 to 3 p.m. Lunch will be provided. We would 
like all of our identified and unidentified leaders to attend.  See you there! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
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u 150th Anniversary Celebration Events. . . . . t 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ¢ƻǳǊ tǊƻǾŜǎ tƻǇǳƭŀǊ 
 

hǾŜǊ рл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾƛǎǘ DŀǊȅ IǳũƳŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŎǊŜǘέ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {9 ¢ƻǿŜǊΣ 
ǘƘŜ hǊƎŀƴ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΦ !ǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊ ǿŜǊŜ 9ǎǘƘŜǊ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ  
!ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ DŜǊǊȅ ²ƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ  
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾƛǎǘΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƳōŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ ²Ŝƭƭ ŦƻǊ  

 

/ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ мнǘƘ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ мо 
 

March 13 Commemoration of Church Organization 

 About 50 brave souls ventured out in the cold weather to celebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of the organization of First Presbyterian Church.  They gathered at the site of the original dug-
out which was used in the winter of 1869-70 as a place of worship by the fledgling congrega-
tion. 
 Five re-enactors presented the story of the organization.  They were Amy Sayles 
(Marilyn Heffner), William Smith (Bob Workman), Rev. W. K. Boggs (Gary Huffman), Wil-
liam Finn (Bruce Cole), and Rev. J. P. Harsen (Russ Davisson). 
 Gary Huffman, Archivist, shared some of the history of the site which now belongs to 
the Board of Education.  The Finn Memorial Park was established in 1975 to honor the site of 
the first school and the first church in Wichita.  The large granite marker contains two bronze 
plaques, each describing the important of the location. 




