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Mission Statement

In response to the love and grace of
God, First Presbyterian Church of
Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of
believers bound together to glorify God
and to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ through worship,
spiritual nurturing, education and
mission to all people.

FPC Information:
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214
(316) 263-0248
info@firstchurchwichita.org
www.firstchurchwichita.org
Sunday Worship
Schedule
Worship 9:30 a.m.
(Sanctuary)
In-Person and
Live Streaming

Easter Services
On April 17th, First Church families and friends are
encouraged and welcome to celebrate the
resurrection of Christ and the merriment of being
with family and friends again!
Please join our celebration!
Easter Worship Service will be in the Sanctuary at
9:30 a.m. in-person and live streamed.
The Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Bunny will be
outside on the front lawn starting at 11 a.m. The
children will hunt for eggs and people of all ages
are welcome to get their picture taken with the

Easter Bunny.
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The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston
Pastor/Head of Staff
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Joan Aldrich
Parish Nurse
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Geri Doll
Director of Youth Ministry
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Liz Norris
Director of Children’s Ministry
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Steve Bixler
Director of Music
info@firstchurchwichita.org
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 Congregational Care 
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members:
Cynthia Berner, Bob & Sandra Carriker,
Jeff Crittenden, Paul Crittenden, Kevin & Michelle
Cronkleton and family, Geri Doll, John Doll, Ann &
Roger Eastwood, Matt & Joanna Ediger, Jacob
Ediger, Meryt Ediger, Ann Gill, Taylor Gill, Steve
Harper, Marilyn Heffner, Steve & Kristen Ivy and
family, Cheryl Runyan, Sigmond Jacob, Roger &
Jane Klocke, Kenneth Long, and Tom Starnes.

Mark Sweeney
Organist
Gary Huffman
Archivist/Assoc. Organist
info@firstchurchwichita.org

 Administrative Staff 

Michelle Edwards
Administrative Assistant
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Sherri Miller
Bookkeeper/Office Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Roy Yarbrough
Facilities Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Phyllis Robertson
Economy Corner On-Site Manager

Dave Duncan
Whispering Winds Camp Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Melinda Sears
Clerk of the Session
info@firstchurchwichita.org

Iain Cline
Kay McDoniel
Richard Forwalder
Aimee Wallace
Porter Hellwig
Barbara Addision
Jill Young
Andrew Johnston
Jackson Haltom
Nancy Clausing
Judy Michel
Carol Orr

Carol Cunningham
Donna Coldwater
Cynthia Brinley
Sara Hutchison
Christopher Fox
Richard Dixon
Steve Ivy
Jerry Devins
Nancy Jones
Scott Jones
Sam Knecht
Kenny Wright
Cheryl Runyan
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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
Update on Pulpit Exchange during Lent:
Due to unforeseen circumstances-- like churches and pastor’s not being able to honor a pulpit
exchange for the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays in Lent-- the decision was made to simply do just the first
Sunday. Even so, from the feedback received, this was an exercise in connecting more deeply to the
Greater Church, an example of an “Expansive Lent: Full to the Brim.” Hopefully, there will be other
opportunities for collaboration and cooperation among the Wichita area PCUSA churches. I will keep
you informed.
Further Opportunities for an Expansive Lent—Full to the Brim:
On March 4th, the Evangelism and Fellowship Commission hosted March Movie Madness by showing
“Sabina: Tortured for Christ the Nazi Years” and “The Lion of Judah.” Overall, we had about 35
participants. The movie “Sabina” was excellent and provoked a lot of conversation that we were not
able to discuss fully because of the length of the movie. We do have the DVD. It would make a good
small group showing. You may arrange to check out the movie by contacting the Church Office.
April Movie Madness will be Wednesday April 27th at 6:30 p.m. so mark it on your calendars. We will
be showing “Leap of Faith” starring Steve Martin and Debra Winger and the movie “Two by Two:
God’s Little Creatures.” Concessions will be provided in The Well.
Celebrate Communion on Maundy Thursday, April 14, at 7:00 p.m. The service will be in-person and
live streamed. We have been celebrating Communion quarterly. Join us for Maundy Thursday
service as we remember the last supper Christ had with his disciples and his promise not to
celebrate again with them until he comes again. I find the music at this service to be very moving. I
hope you can attend in person or online.
Good Friday Lunch and Service will be the following day on April 15. Lunch will be at 11:30 a.m. in
the West Dining Room and we will begin the Good Friday service in the Chapel (now that it is open)
at 12 noon. Since we do not have the ability to livestream from the Chapel, this service will only be
offered live on site.
On Easter Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, celebrate Easter with us. The Choir will be singing
the entire Hallelujah Chorus. An Easter Egg Hunt with the help of the Easter Bunny will happen after
the service on the front lawn of the church.
Truly, given all the opportunities for connections, it is my hope and prayer you will experience an
“Expansive Lent: Full to the Brim.” By the way, “Full to the Brim” bracelets are available in the Church
Office and outside the Sanctuary for the taking.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Brent
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 Minute for Mission 

PENTECOST… April 18th—June 5th
Building a Life of Faith
“We plan and God laughs”?
Maybe.

But just maybe, “We Plan and God imagines a future
with so much more.”
In the book of Jeremiah, the tone and task are predominantly focused on God’s judgment, but then
Jeremiah shares the statement:
“I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans … to give you a future with hope.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)
These words were sent by the prophet Jeremiah to the Israelites who had been taken into
Babylonian exile. These striking, comforting words reminded them that, despite their
experience of the present, God’s gesture, thoughts and plans for them — and for us — are
peaceful, abundant and hopeful.”
These days it’s easy to look around at the atrocities and injustices, the pain and suffering in our
world and lose hope. But God’s plan is to give all of us a future filled with hope. At Pentecost,
we celebrate that God offers more than we can plan. Our gifts to the Pentecost Offering
connect with God’s hope and future, supporting ministries with children, youth and young
adults by building a life of faith.
Forty percent of the Pentecost offering is retained by our congregations to make an impact in
the lives of young people within our community. The remaining 60% is used to support
children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission
Agency.
The Pentecost Offering begins April 18th and culminates June 5th.
The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering culminates April 17th.
Thank you for your gifts!
~Submitted by Patrice Cummings
Some excerpts taken from PC(USA) Special Offerings webpage.

April 2022
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 Mission News from El Salvador 
Storms in Rio de los Bueyes
We want to give you an update and ask for your prayers. Recently, storms brought down
the fence around our school in Rio de los Bueyes.
Heavy rains brought down trees, electrical wires,
and damaged the perimeter fence and the main gate.

The total cost of the fence will be $10,500. The community has contributed unskilled labor for
weed clearing, digging, hauling water and mixing cement for the fence
posts. This reduced the cost by $2000. Mission sent the remaining $8,500
so work can begin in April.
The fence is necessary for the protection and security of 85 students, 4
teachers and 90 families.
I’ve been asked how individuals can help. If you’d like to help replenish
the emergency funds we used to rebuild the fence, You can send donations
to the office and designate “El Salvador Fence” with your gift.
Thank you so much for your prayers and support!
~Submitted by Patrice Cummings

6 · First Presby News

Volume 53, Number4

 Children’s Ministry News 
April Movie Madness
“Leap of Faith” (1992)
Jonas Nightingale is a fraudulent Christian faith healer who makes a living travelling around America holding
revival meetings and conducting 'miracles' with the help of his friend and manager, Jane, and their entourage. One of their trucks breaks down in Rustwater, a town in desperate need of rain to save their crops.
While waiting for spare parts, Jonas decides to hold a revival meeting in the town. The local sheriff, Will
Braverman, is skeptical and tries to prevent his town and its people from being conned. However, a local
disabled boy, Boyd, believes Jonas could make him walk again. Events in Rustwater make Jonas examine his
own faith and doubts.
“Two by Two: God’s Little Creatures” (2015)
Featuring the beloved voices of Martin Sheen and Amy Grant comes the story of Noah's Ark like you have
never seen before! Get ready to ride the waves with Nestorians Dave and Finny, a clumsy species left off
Noah’s list to board the Ark. With rough waters ahead, the father-son duo scramble to sneak onto the boat.
Caught in all the excitement, Finny gets left behind and must embark on an incredible and harrowing
journey. With the help of friends big and small, Dave must turn the Ark around to save his son in this heartwarming adventure of biblical proportions.

SUMMER FUN FOR KIDS
Dates to remember:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

04/02- Fellowship group and volunteers playground/garden cleanup starting at 10:30 and Pizza to follow.
04/06- Wednesday Clubs at 6 p.m. in the Youth Lounge.
04/10- Palm Sunday meets at 9:15 a.m. Service starts at 9:30 a.m.
04/13- Wednesday Clubs at 6 p.m. in the Youth Lounge.
04/17- Easter Sunday service 9:30 a.m. Egg hunt and Easter bunny photos to follow
Sunday worship service on front lawn.
04/20- Earth Day Celebration at Minisa Park at 5:30 p.m.
04/27- April Movie Madness 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Lounge and in The Well.

SUMMER CAMPS
Vacation Bible School is May 31 through June 3rd from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Whispering Winds Camp.
This year’s theme is “Journey with Jesus”. We will discover together how the world was created, the birth of
Jesus Christ, Jesus’s many miracles and his death & resurrection. First Presbyterian offers a unique camp
experience with engaging activities each day, fellowship, and fun. Camp booklets are available to pick up on
the table outside the church office. All camp registration forms are due on or before May 18, 2022. For more
information contact Liz Norris.
Games Camp takes place from June 7th through June 10th from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Whispering Winds
Camp. Booklets are available to pick up on the table outside the church office. For more information contact
Liz Norris. All camp registration forms are due on or before May 18, 2022. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact me directly!
~Liz Norris

April 2022
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 Youth Activities 
Youth Activities (5th-12th grade) for April 2022

Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday. We hope to see you there!
•
•
•
•
•
•

April 6 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m.
April 9 (Saturday) – Camp Workday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
April 10 (Sunday) – Palm Sunday Worship Service w/Palm Processional (meet at 9:15 a.m.)
April 13 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m.
April 17 (Sunday) – Easter worship service at 9:30 a.m.
April 20 (Wednesday) – LAST Youth Club at Minisa Park 5:30-8 p.m.
Need to contact me? Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855
or at doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook.

We are happy to give you a ride if needed.

Young Adult (Ages 18-35) Activities for April 2022
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there!
•
•
•
•
•

April 2 (Saturday) – Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m.
April 9 (Saturday) – Camp Workday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
April 10 (Sunday) – Palm Sunday
April 17 (Sunday) – Easter
April 21 (Thursday) – Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m. at Spring Clean Laundromat
More events will be added on our Young Adult Facebook page.
Contact Geri Doll for more information.

YOUTH ACTIVITY

On March 5, we asked the youth to volunteer at the Community Breakfast and we had 14 youth who
came to help. Following the Community Breakfast, we took 10 youth to Peabody to tour three farms.
It was an eye-opening experience for them since many had never visited a farm.
They were able to hold baby lambs and
goats and even bottle feed a lamb.
They were up close to an Alpaca and
rode on a wagon out to the pasture to
see three buffalo. Thank you to Liz
Norris, and Jack, for coming with us on
the trip.
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 Economy Corner 
News from the
Economy Corner
Sales at Economy Corner remained
strong in February. Our monthly total was
$11,069.09 and the daily sales average
was $737.94. Grace’s sales were
$1,217.35 with their share of $547.82.
We helped fifty-seven people with
vouchers for a total of $1,133.25. FPC’s
share was $897.50, and Grace’s share
was $235.75.
Spring clothing is now available for
sale. See us if you need to add new
items to your Spring wardrobe!
As usual, we are short on some men’s
items. We always need men’s jeans and
sneakers. There is one item that we
hardly ever get in and that is men’s belts.
There is a high demand for them, so
please consider donating any belts that
you no longer need.
We are so thankful for the support of
both FPC and Grace, along with their donations and time that makes it possible to
continue to serve the underprivileged of
Wichita.
-Economy Corner Board
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 Cookbook Brunch 
“Cookbook Cook Off Brunch”
Sunday, May 22

Breakfast provided includes stuffed
French toast with fruit, bacon, sausage,
juice, milk, and coffee. Plan on cooking
an item found in our newest cookbook
(available in The Well and the office for
$15 each).
Please join the Hospitality and
Evangelism Commission for brunch and
fellowship. Prizes will be awarded.
Cost: $5.00 per person OR bring a
dish made from the FPC cookbook
and your meal is FREE!

Spring Camp Work Day
April 9, 2022 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Whispering Winds Camp
9601 W. 73rd Street N. Valley Center, KS
This year’s Spring workday at the camp will be on
April 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lunch will be
provided at noon by the Camp Commission.
Please plan to come help us clean, cut weeds, pick
up branches and other various chores. Feel free
to bring family, friends,
and neighbors.
For more information
contact DJ Spaeth at
(316) 210-0196.

April 2022
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 Amended Quarterly Financial Report 
Additional guidance was received on how to treat the PPP Loan. A not-for-profit entity
may treat the PPP loan as a conditional contribution in the year received if they expect
the loan to be forgiven. At the end of 2021 Finance and Administration Committee
determined that the church had met all the criteria for the loan to be forgiven. The loan
was officially forgiven on January 31, 2022. Therefore, we have adjusted our 2021 income
to show the PPP loan as a contribution. With this adjustment, the 2021 deficit was
$49,026.73, before the allocation of the funds from the Diehl Trust. (In September 2015, the
church received $530,000 from the Florence Diehl Trust. The Session has designated this
gift to be used up to $75,000 per year to cover staffing expense.) The Diehl Trust will be
reduced by $49,026.73 to give us a balanced budget for 2021. After this adjustment, the
Diehl Trust will have a balance of $410,487.47. Overall, 2021 was a great year for the
church financially. We had a projected deficit budget of $173,127.93. If not for the
$80,000 down payment to replace the chillers (an unbudgeted expense), the church
would have finished the year in the black. Your continued support is greatly appreciated.

Financial Report (January-December 2021)
Income
Contributions
Investments
Foundation
Economy Corner
Other
Reserves
PPP Forgiveness

$ 490,699.28
$
181.30
$ 261,619.30
$ 115,936.48
$ 17,915.95
$ 12,000.00
$ 84,013.00

Total

$ 982,365.31

Expenses
Reconcile Disc
Communications
Deacons
Worship/Music
Camp
Education/Fellowship
Mission/EC
Finance/Admin
Facilities/Utilities
Stewardship
Evangelism
Personnel

$
681.20
$
2,989.65
$
1,657.07
$
7,932.23
$
9,884.58
$ 18,580.11
$ 73,963.41
$ 101,812.26
$ 260,834.52
$
201.99
$
556.06
$ 552,298.96

Total

$ 1,031,392.04

Net Income

($49,026.73)

Next month we will provide information as to the balance of the reserves held by the
church and a report on our first quarter results.
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 Whispering Winds Camp News 
Whispering Winds Camp
There are three buildings at the Camp. The Lodge sleeps 16, Vollmer Cabin sleeps 9, and
Bluebird Cabin sleeps 11. The Lodge has heat, AC, fireplaces, full kitchen, men’s/women’s shower
rooms with toilets, and men’s/women’s restrooms that are handicapped accessible. Vollmer Cabin has
heat, AC, fireplace, full kitchen, restroom, and shower. The Bluebird Cabin has only a fireplace. The
Camp includes an RV Park with four sites, each with 50 amp service. There are also tent campground
areas available for rent.
Applicants or other groups requesting to reserve the camp should submit their proposed schedule
(Date in, Date out, # people) to Sherri Miller, Church Office Manager and must sign a Rental Agreement. Sherri will reserve the requested camp building or areas and enter the rental reservation on the
Camp calendar. New camp rental rates are effective March 1, 2022.

2022 Camp Fee Schedule
ENTIRE CAMP (No use of pool)
$1,000/Day
LODGE:
$500/Day
Sleeps 12 singles + 2 doubles; heated and air
conditioned, full kitchen, shower rooms,
Handicapped accessible, screened porches and
Fireplace

DEPOSIT for cleaning or damage
$250
$250

VOLLMER CABIN:
$75/Day
Sleeps 7 singles + 1 double; heat and AC;
kitchen, fireplace, handicapped accessible toilet
and shower

$50

BLUEBIRD CABIN:
Sleeps 9 singles +1 double; fireplace; no
bathroom or kitchen

$25/Day

$50

GROUNDS/TENT CAMPING:

$5 per person/Day

$50

RV PARK:

$25/Day

$50

Note: When the Lodge or full camp is not simultaneously reserved, access to Lodge restrooms will be
provided.
CLEANING AND DAMAGE: A cleaning/damage deposit will be collected in addition to any rental fees.
Said deposit will not be returned if facilities are left uncleaned or damaged. Renter will be billed for the
cost of replacement or repairs of any damaged item.

Enjoy your stay!

April 2022
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CALENDAR

Saturday,April 2
8:00 Community Breakfast (EDR/KIT)
10:30 CE Memorial Garden & Playground
Clean up with Pizza to follow
Sunday, April 3
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:30 Journeys Class Lenten Study
(Parlor/Zoom)
1:00
2:30
4:30
5:30

Tuesday, April 5
Staff Mtg (The Well)
Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)
Camp Comm. Mtg (C109)
CE Meeting (Zoom/The Well)

9:00
6:00
6:30
7:00

Wednesday, April 6
Dorcas (C105)
Youth & Kid’s Club (YL)
Lent Study (Zoom/The Well)
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

Saturday, April 9
9:00 Camp Workday (Camp)
Sunday, April 10
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:30 Journeys Class Lenten Study
(Parlor/Zoom)
10:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg
(Zoom/McComb)
Monday, April 11
4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom)
6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom)
1:00
2:30
5:30
7:00

9:00
10:00
6:00
6:30
7:00

Tuesday, April 12
Staff Meeting (The Well)
Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well)
Finance Mtg (Zoom/ Hobbs)
Stewardship Comm. Mtg
(Zoom/Hobbs)
Wednesday, April 13
Dorcas (C105)
PW Study Circle (Zoom)
Youth & Kid’s Club (YL)
Lent Study (Zoom/The Well)
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

“Earth Day” Picnic
Celebration April 20

Thursday, April 14
9:30 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC)
7:00 Maundy Thursday w/Communion
In-Person & Live (Sanctuary)

Friday, April 15
Good Friday
11:30 Good Friday Luncheon (WDR)
12:00 Good Friday Service (Chapel)
Saturday, April 16
10:00 WRCC Worship Planning Mtg (The
Well)
Sunday, April 17
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
11:00 Easter Egg Hunt (Front Lawn)
Tuesday, April 19
1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well)
6:30 Session Mtg (Zoom/Hobbs)
Wednesday, April 20
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
5:30 Earth Day Picknic Celebration
(Minisa Park)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Thursday, April 21
1:30 Book Club (C109)
5:00 Project Laundry (Offsite)
Sunday, April 25
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:45 Deacons Mtg (C109)
Tuesday, April 26
1:00 Staff Meeting (The Well)
2:30 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well)
Wednesday, April 27
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
6:30 April Movie Madness (YL/The Well)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Thursday, April 28
6:30 Bridge to the Future Team Mtg
(Zoom)

Every Christian has a
responsibility to care deeply
about the natural world. As a
church we emphasize the
ecological responsibilities of
Christians as stewards of God's
earth. Beginning with Genesis
1:26–28, God instructs humanity
to manage the creation in a
positive way. The Biblical
emphasis is on stewardship and
not ownership. The earth remains
the Lord's and does not “belong”
to its human inhabitants.
You are all invited to a churchwide picnic celebration on
Wednesday, April 20 (rain or
shine!). The Minisa Park shelter,
across the river from North High
School, has been reserved for a
time of fun and fellowship for the
whole church family. First
Presbyterian's Stewardship
Commission is planning activities
for all ages so that we might
celebrate God's beautiful earth
and learn how to be good
stewards. This event is always
well attended and you are
guaranteed to have fun.
You can come as early as 5:30
p.m. We will plan to eat at 6 p.m.
The main course, drinks, and
service will be provided. You are
encouraged to bring any side dish
to share. Ice cream will follow.
Come Join Us and Celebrate!
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Submissions for May’s Presby
News are due Friday, April 15,
2022 at noon.
A NEW WAY TO RAISE FUNDS FOR
FPC USING AMAZON SMILE
You can also help earn money for FPC
when you make purchases from
Amazon. Amazon Smile is a program
that donates 0.5% of each purchase to
the charity of your choice. When you
are ready to shop, go to
http://smile.amazon.com, choose FPC
as your charity, then shop!

The editor reserves the
right to edit submitted
information for
content and space
availability.
Questions?
Contact Michelle Edwards
at
publications@firstchurchwichita.org
or 263-0248

