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WRCC Baptisms at the Camp 
Several of our WRCC family members completed their  
confirmation process and Pastor Brent baptized them on 
July 11th at Whispering Winds Camp. This is an  
important event in the life of every Christian that has 
been delayed too long due to the pandemic. There was a 
celebration lunch following the baptisms.  
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 Congregational Care  

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These  
Members: 
 
Jane Donoho, Dennis & Mary Jo McCormack, Greg 
Brown, Carol Darnell, Matthew Brown, Marsha 
Veesart, Iris Weirick, Felix Briggs, Jean Terrell, Kay & 
Mack McDoniel, Virginia Edwards, Nancy Moore, 
Jeannetta Miner, Betty & Ted Vlamis, Angela Savute, 
and Dennis Black.  

 1 Judy Bogart 
 3 Virginia Edwards 
  Esther Harrington 
 5 Braxton Guimond 
 6 Jo Hillen 
 7 Sigmond Jacob 
 8 Jim York 
  David Blumenshine 
 9  Jean Terrell 
  Chace Howard 
10 Scott Lyon 
14  Samuel Hibarger 
17  Jack Harrison 
19 Jeannetta Miner 
  Mary Inman 
  Peggy Church 
  Roger Eastwood 
  Stephanie Hutchison 
  Doug Hutchison 

21 Patty Cole 
23  James Gross 
  Logan Garner 
24  Mary Ellen Williford 
  Katie Guimond 
25 Kimberly Duncan 
26 Catherine Johnston 
  Bridget Norwood 
27  Brenda Warner 
  Matt Ediger 
29 Kristin Caradine 
30  Roger Lyon 
  Trebor Rekoske 
31 Cynthia Berner 
 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Pastor/Head of Staff 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Norris 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

 

Gary Huffman 
Archivist/Assoc. Organist 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 Administrative Staff  
 

Michelle Edwards 
Administrative Assistant 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Sherri Miller 
Bookkeeper 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  
Baptisms and the Movie “Oh Brother Where Art Thou?” 

You might be asking what baptisms and the movie “Oh, Brother Where Art Thou?” have in 
common. If you saw the movie, you know that in a memorable scene three escaped con-
victs come across a baptism service in which people are being immersed in the river as 
the congregation sings “Down by the River to Pray.” Here is the link on YouTube to watch 
https://youtu.be/fztz_Vr9uHk.  
 

In many ways the experience of the WRCC’s baptismal service this past  Sunday at Whis-
pering Winds Camp was a deeply moving service as 6 young adults were baptized. Geri 

Doll assisted me in lowering them in and out of the water. (My body still needs to heal from my recent 
surgery.) The WRCC sang songs in Swahili before the ceremony and as each came up out of the water. 
We will post pictures and video on Facebook and our website. It was an honor to be asked to perform 
the ceremony. Since the WRCC want to be a Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian pastor needed to per-
form the ceremony.  
 

Public Witness for Human Rights 
On Monday evening, July 12, a member of our congregation asked if I would be willing to speak in favor 
of an anti-discrimination bill that the City Council would be voting on the next day. I said I would be-
cause it reflects my belief that to be conformed to the image of Christ means no less than becoming truly 
human after the Human one.  We learn what it means to be human by looking at the one who represents 
true humanity and true divinity—Jesus the Christ. And since Jesus calls for us to exercise compassion in 
loving our neighbor as ourselves and He said, “to the extent that you do it to the least of these, you have 
done it unto me,” how could I say no in good faith? So, I said, “yes.” My statement, that was read at the 
meeting, follows.   
 

“I stand in proxy here today in favor of the anti-discrimination bill to be passed by City Council.  As a 
minister of a Presbyterian Church in downtown Wichita, I can affirm the need for such a bill. All the 
great religions of the world acknowledge the golden rule, “Do unto others as you would have done to 
yourself.” They also agree that love of neighbor is called upon if we profess to love God. But where reli-
gion gets bogged down is the question the lawyer asked Jesus: “Who is my neighbor?” Narrowly defined 
it has been defined as my next of kin—those who are part of my circle of caring. But Jesus expanded it 
greatly with the story of the Good Samaritan to include anyone who is in need of help and assistance. 
Because of hate and bigotry against vulnerable populations like the Transgender community, against 
the Asian community because of blame attached to the supposed origins of the Covid virus, and others 
too numerous to mention, these groups need protection in order to restrain evil that the passage of this 
law will render and send a clear signal that in the eyes of God and in the eyes of this city, all people shall 
be accorded dignity and worth and should be treated as such. Any discriminatory acts against citizens 
because individuals or groups have singled them out to be treated inhumanely will not be tolerated. 
Lastly, let it be known that when we cease to be humane to one another we cease to be human as well. 
So, I rise on behalf of humanity to speak in favor of this bill. Thank you. “ 
 

Given the hate filled times we live in, it seems important to stand up for human decency and civility 
again. I say this especially mindful of what Martin Niemo ller wrote from a prison concentration camp in 
Nazi Germany: “First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist. 
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out— because I was not a trade unionist. 
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew. Then they came for 
me—and there was no one left to speak for me.”   
  

  Grace and Peace, 
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 KLC Transformation Team News   

INTRODUCTION: 
First Presbyterian Church will engage members with varied experiences within our 
congregation in an in-depth conversation. The conversation will explore the question: How 
do we identify and live out our unique mission and purpose considering the challenges we 
face and the possibilities ahead? 
 

THE PURPOSE IS TO: 
 

1. Build our capacity to discuss tough issues among members with varied perspectives about how 
we live out our mission and purpose. “Several members said they would be willing to give up things 
they hold dear – styles of worship, certain mission activities, or even the building in some cases – if 
they had a clear vision of what they would be giving them up for.” Bridge to the Future 
Conversation Guide Page 4.  
 

2. Experience the reality of both loss and opportunity so that planning becomes possible. These 
are not planning sessions. This is a conversation to prepare the heart of our congregation to move 
into a time of experimentation, learning, and new direction  for the future.  
 

3. Help more people understand what it looks like to adapt in the face of tough challenges and what 
is required of those brave enough to explore.  
 

A three-part conversation will use the Bridge to the Future Conversation Guide developed by the 
Kansas Leadership Center and our Transformation Team based on nearly 30 interviews and 
surveys conducted with First Presbyterian members representing various perspectives about our 
current and future challenges. This effort was inspired by the book “Canoeing the Mountains:  
Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory”by Tod Bolsinger.  
 

The three sessions outlined below are meant to be one conversation. Participants will be assigned 
to the same groups throughout the conversation and are strongly encouraged to attend all three 
sessions.  
 

Electronic and printed copies of the Bridge to the Future Conversation Guide Section 1 will be 
distributed in advance of Sessions 1 and 2. Conversation Guide Section 2 will be distributed prior 
to Session 3. Participants are expected to read and reflect on the Guide in advance of each 
session. 
 

HOW DO I PARTICIPATE? 
Make a reservation by calling the church office at 263-0248 or e-mailing the church at  
info@firstchurchwichita.org. Sessions will be held in person and will include a box lunch. For those 
who would rather attend virtually, a ZOOM link will be provided. Please specify in your reservation 
if you will be attending in person or virtually via ZOOM. 
 

See following page for session dates and times. 
 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION FOR PART 2: JULY 26 
QUESTIONS?  
Contact Cynthia Berner at 641-7587 or ictbooks@gmail.com. 

 Bridge to the Future: 
 

Understanding and Embracing Our Congregation’s Adaptive Challenge 
 

FACILITATED BY THE KANSAS LEADERSHIP CENTER (KLC) 
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 KLC Transformation Team News   

 Bridge to the Future Conversation 

SESSION 2 
AUGUST 1 

10:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
Our Challenge: The Building, the Spirit of the  
Congregation, and the Capacity for Change  

Bridge to the Future  
Conversation Guide Sections 

1.3 and 1.4 

SESSION 3 
AUGUST 15 

10:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
The World in Front of Us: Paths First Presbyterian Church 

Could Take; Live for the Future  
Bridge to the Future  

Conversation Guide Sections  
2.1 and 2.2 

“We must escape the unending 

treadmill of trying harder – looking for  

answers instead of reframing questions.”  

Canoeing the Mountains 

 

“Exercising leadership requires us to generate 

numerous ways to understand an issue and 

multiple paths forward.”  

KLC Your Leadership Edge 

 

Reflecting on Session 1 discussions about our 

unique and compelling purpose, what we are 

willing and unwilling to change? We will  

explore the assumptions our congregation 

must test to make needed progress.  

 
• What are two to three basic  

elements of our church’s culture? (Our DNA.)  

• What do you think cannot change? 

• What are you willing to give  

up or see changed?  

• What assumptions about our  

building need to be tested?  

“The world in front of us is nothing like the world 

behind us. Exploration requires us to become  

expert experimenters.”  

Canoeing the Mountains 

 

“Big challenges – adaptive challenges, have no 

clear solution. Progress is made when you take 

an experimental approach.”  

KLC Your Leadership Edge 

 

Based on Session 1 and 2, we will explore what 

is required of us to make progress and how to 

make the work ahead more trustworthy for all  

involved.  

• What additional conversations  

may be needed to make progress?  

• What can we do to make the  

process of exploring our future  

trustworthy for all involved? 

• What will it take to give up the  

security of the of the present  

for the possible but uncertain  

gain of the future? 

Reports from all conversation groups will be compiled for further reflection and sharing among members.  
A record of these conversations will help us experiment in new ways to discover and live into our unique and 

compelling future.  
QUESTIONS? 

Contact Cynthia Berner at 641-7587 or ictbooks@gmail.com.  

Core Purpose 
Our purpose is to witness to the presence of the risen Christ in the world and for the world.  

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive, and 

we wake up to new possibilities.  
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 Children’s Ministry News  

On July 27th we held our annual Freedom Fest at the camp. Although this year looked 

different, we had a great time fellowshipping and being together as a body of believers. I 

am already looking forward to the upcoming year at First Presbyterian Church. I hope to 

see many of you in the coming months.  

     
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are making big plans for this coming year & hope you and your family will join us as 
we forge ahead into the new normal. Please visit our Facebook page for information as 
things can always change.  
 
August Events  
8/07 Backpack Bash  
8/01 Bridge to Future 10:45 A.M. -12:45 P.M. (childcare provided & Lunch) please RSVP with 
the Office. 
8/15 Bridge to Future 10:45 A.M. -12:45 P.M. (childcare provided & Lunch) please RSVP with 
the Office. 
8/29 Bikes & Trikes in the park 7 P.M. Bring your bikes, trikes, and wheels and meet us at 
Sedgwick Country Park for family fun, and fellowship. We will have refreshments & sweet treats.  
 
September Events 
9/01 Minisa Park Potluck & Fellowship 
9/12 Sunday Kids Club kick off 11 A.M. -1 P.M. (Brunch Provided)  
9/19 ICT Open Streets  
9/26 Sunday Kids Club/ family Fellowship @ the Zoo. 2 P.M. 
 
October Events  
10/03 Sunday Kids Club.11 A.M. -1 P.M.  
10/10 Sunday Kids Club/Family Fellowship @ Pumpkin Patch   
10/16 Camp Workday! (We encourage everyone able to come out and help) 
10/17 Fall Festival   
10/24 Sunday Kids Club 11 A.M. -1 P.M.  
 

~ Liz Norris 
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities for August 2021 
Youth Group 
Every Sunday in August-We would love to see you at church! The worship service 
begins at 9:30 a.m. 
August 1-Sunday-Summer Splash-1-5 p.m.at Whispering Winds Camp. 
August 7-Saturday-Youth serving at the Community Breakfast beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
(rides will be available) followed by the Backpack event from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
August 8-Sunday-Youth Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary followed by Summer 
Splash-1-5 p.m. at Whispering Winds Camp.  
August 27-28-Friday-Saturday-Youth Lock-In-(time and location t.b.d.) 
 
Need to contact me?  
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/
Facebook. 
 
Young Adults 
Our Project Laundry event for August will be on August 19 at Spring Clean North. We 
will be posting about future events on our Facebook page.  

Westminster Woods 

In June, several of our 
children and youth 
attended the 
Westminster Woods 
Summer Camps.  
 
Barrett Hellwig attended 
3rd-4th grade camp, we 
had 4 youth at the 7th-
8th grade camp, Warren 
Hellwig, Daniel 
Cronkleton, Sophia 
Byamungu and Marcel 
Kabwe and 2 youth 
attended high school 
camp, Isaac Cline and 
Porter Hellwig.  
 
They all really loved their 
time at the woods and 
you’ll get to hear more 
about it on Youth 
Sunday, August 8!  
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JOURNEYS CLASS THIS FALL!! 
 

We are very pleased to announce an exciting 
and varied line up for the upcoming Journeys 
Class. Starting after Labor Day (start date to be  
announced soon!), we will be meeting in the East 
Dining Room at 10:45 a.m. each Sunday.  
Classes will also be both live streamed and avail-
able on Zoom.  
 
The first class will be a four-week video and  
discussion series based upon an excellent new 
book by N.T (Tom) Wright and M.F. Bird entitled 
The New Testament In Its World. 
 
Have you ever been curious about how the New 
Testament came about? Is it inspired? Is it  
history? What about its theology?  
 
How are we in these modern times supposed to 
read this ancient set of texts properly, so that we 
can become a part of the unfolding of God’s king-
dom here on earth? Mr. Wright and Mr. Bird do 
not claim to have all the answers, but they have  
written 987 pages trying! Obviously, we do not  
expect everyone to read the whole book; that is 
why we will be viewing intriguing lectures by both 
scholars to guide our discussions.  
 
Here is an outline of the first set of topics: 
 

SESSION 1 
 Welcome to the Study  
 Beginning Study of the New Testament. 

SESSION 2 
 The New Testament as History  
 The New Testament as Literature  
 The New Testament as Theology  

SESSION 3 
 This History of the Jews between Persian 
 and Roman  
 The Jewish Context of Jesus and the  
 Early Church  
 The Greco-Roman Context of the Early 
 Church  

SESSION 4 
 The Study of the Historical Jesus  

 

Watch upcoming publications  for more 

details!  

Please come join us, starting this fall! 

 Journey Classes   Volunteers Needed  

Calling any Volunteers looking to help 
staff our Well. This will be a great way to 
meet members and serve our need for 
caffeine. We will be holding a Barista 
training in late August. Please contact 
Cynthia Rekoske  at 316-992-9595.  

We are so excited to return to indoor service 
(with social distancing, of course). It’s a real 
blessing to invite our homeless and near-
homeless guests inside for warm food and  
conversation.  
 
Of course, it takes more people to serve in-
doors, so we are asking for a few more volun-
teers.  
 
If you are available Saturday morning,  
August 7th, please contact DJ Spaeth at 316-
210-0196 as soon as possible. She will let 
you know the details.  
 
Bring your 
mask and 
join the fun! 

The Community Breakfast Needs You!  
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 Mission News  

BACK-TO-SCHOOL BACKPACK BASH 
 

Saturday, August 7, 2021 
10:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

East & West Dining Rooms 

School supplies are finally on sale!  

Here’s what we still need and the sale prices I’ve found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop off supply donations at FPC during the hours of 9-1 Mon—Fri. 

If you prefer NOT to get out and shop, but still want to help, you can send a monetary  
donation. This will be a great help towards purchasing what is needed.  

• Make checks payable to:  First Presbyterian Church (memo: Refugee School Supplies)   

We still need volunteers for the following: 

• Set up Friday, Aug. 6th from 10 a.m.-noon. 

• Personal shoppers and helpers Saturday, Aug. 7th 10 a.m. -3 p.m. 

To volunteer, contact Patrice Cummings at pcummings066@gmail.com or 316-841-6553. 
       

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.”  Nelson Mandella 

Quantity Price Vendor Item Description 

 150-200 Count Wide Rule Notebook Paper 325 pks $0.82 
 

$0.99 

 

 Dividers for Binders 200 $0.67 
 

$0.50 

 

 Crayola 24 Count Crayons 200 $0.50 

$0.50 

 

 Crayola 8-20 Count Markers - THICK 200 $0.97 
 

$0.99 

 

 Crayola Colored Pencils 109 $0.97 

$0.99 
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 Finance 

We are on track for the first half of the year. We have received $242,366.67 in  
Contributions - 48.3% of the amount projected in our budget. Through June, our  
total contributions are $386,065.46, which includes the first gift from the  
Foundation of $91,167. We will receive two more gifts from the Foundation this year 
in the same amount. Our expenses have totaled $484,849.16 - 46.1% of the budgeted 
amount. Our budget has a projected shortfall of $173,127.93 for the year.  
 
For the first six months, our expenses have exceeded income $98,783.70. We have  
requested that each committee watch their expenses in hopes to reduce the  
projected deficit. We will need to draw on our reserves to cover the deficit. We will 
also need to use our reserves to cover the expense of fixing our air conditioning 
units. Both chillers need to be replaced at an estimated cost of $183,654.  

 
Your continued financial support is appreciated. 

 
 

Financial Report  
 

January 2021 to June 2021 
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Sunday, August 1 
 9:30 Worship- In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 KLC-Bridge to the Future– 
  Part 2 (The Well/EDR/Zoom) 
  

Monday, August 2 
 6:30 Evangelism & Hosp. Comm. 

Mtg. (Zoom)  
 

Tuesday, August 3 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (The Well)  
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 5:30 Christian Ed Mtg (Zoom) 

 
Wednesday, August 4 

 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 

Saturday,  August 7 
 8:00 Community Breakfast 

(KIT/WDR/EDR) 
 10:30 Backpack Bash (EDR/WDR) 

 

Sunday, August 8 
 9:30  Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming  (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship & Baptism 
  Camp (Camp) 
 1:00 Summer Splash (Camp) 
 

Monday, August 9 
 4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom) 
 6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The 

Well) 
 

Tuesday, August 10 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The 

Well) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 5:30 Finance Mtg (Hobbs/Zoom) 
 6:30 Stewardship Mtg (Zoom/Parlor) 

 

Wednesday, August 11 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 2:00 PW Circle Ice  Cream Social 

(The Well) 
  

 

Thursday, August 12 
 9:00 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC) 
  

Saturday, August 14 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109) 
 10:30 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg 

(Parlor) 
 

Sunday, August 15 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 KLC-Bridge to the Future–  
  Part 3 (The Well/EDR/Zoom) 
  

Tuesday, August 17 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The 

Well) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 6:30 Session Mtg (Zoom) 
  

Wednesday, August 18 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
  

Thursday, August 19 
 1:30 Book Club (C105) 

 
Sunday, August 22 

 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom/McComb) 
 

Tuesday, August 24 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The 

Well) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 

Wednesday, August 25 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 

Sunday, August 29 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday, August 31 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The 

Well) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 

 
 
 

Columbarium Update  
and Information 

 
The Shirley Tilford Memorial 
Garden is a beautifully 
landscaped space that includes 
a semi-circular fountain and 
benches for meditation. The 
garden is sacred ground that 
speaks of life and immortality 
which brings comfort and hope 
to those who participate in the 
Christian life.  
 
Our Columbarium, located in 
the Shirley Tilford Memorial 
Garden, offers a place of 
interment for members of First 
Presbyterian Church. We know 
that considering final 
arrangements can be difficult. 
In an effort to reduce any stress 
to you and/or your loved ones, 
if you wish to be interred in a 
niche, you should consider 
purchasing the niche sooner 
rather than later. We have 
twenty-seven open niches in 
our Columbarium at this time.  
 
If you are a member of FPC and 
wish to purchase a niche for 
yourself or members of your 
family (spouse and children), 
please contact the church office 
for the required paperwork. 
Also, please note that the cost 
of a niche is $725, and the 
current cost of the required 
plaque is $164. 

 CALENDAR 
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A NEW WAY TO DONATE USING BY AMAZON ON YOUR 
SMART PHONE 

Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Am-
azon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply follow the in-
structions below to select "First Presbyterian Church" as 
your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They 
will donate a portion of your eligible mobile app purchas-
es to us.  
How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon application on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within 
Programs & Features  
3. Select "First Presbyterian Church" as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate Ama-
zonSmile in the mobile application. 


