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The First Annual Intergenerational 
Advent Workshop 

 

Celebrate the Advent season with crafts, friends, family, and a 
pot-luck dinner on Sunday, December 2, in the East Dining 
Room.  CE will cook up the turkeys; you provide the side dishes.  
The fun will begin at 12 p.m. with a 
turkey dinner and your favorite side 
dish. Then, the festivity of  Advent 
will begin with music, wassail, and 
diverse craft stations from decorat-
ing cookies to creating your own 
fresh greenery wreath.  Join your 
church family for the coming of  
Baby Jesus!  Assistance will be avail-
able for those who need an extra 
hand.  

 

Fall Festival Fun Photos 
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Michelle Edwards 
Administrative Assistant 

publications@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Susan Waters 
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Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 
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Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner Assistant Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 
dbduncan@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 
sj.ml.sears@att.net 

 Congregational Care  
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 
As a congregation we weekly focus our personal and corpo-

rate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. 
Let us remember in prayer this week the following: Chris Fox 
& family, Esther Harrington, Terri Hawkins, Liz Lang, Carol 
Seek, Dylan Warner, Laci Haas & family, Alexandra & Steve 
Washburn, Tom & Gerry Winters, Georgia Boone, Warren & 
Harriet Lewis, Charles Hoke, J.D. Page, Silvia Landers, Mike & 
Kristin Caradine, Nancy & Steve Perry, Brian & Stephanie How-
ard & family, Margarethe Van Zandt, Janean Wood, Brad & 
Michelle Cline and family, Judy Davis, Tom & Helen Veatch, 
Mary Johnson, Catherine, Emma & Andrew Johnston, and Karla 
Schumacher.  

Sympathy: Please pray for the family and friends of Jerry 
Devins,  as they grieve the recent death of his wife, Beth 
Devins.  

 1 Kyle Stanberry 
 2 Dennis Black 
 4 Kimberly Bahre 
  David Deckard 
 8 Eleanor Hall   
 9 Dwight Corrin 
10 Virginia Garver 
11 Susan Bentson 
12  Joan Aldrich 
  Avi Rekoske 
  Brandon Bowles 
  Harry Alexander 
  Donovan McCall 
13 Susan Brown 
17 Frank Solomon 
  Patrick Martin 
 
 

18 Carol Wright 
  Julia Feagan 
19 Janice Van Sickle 
  Mary Jo McCormack 
  Iris Weirick 
20 Gary Huffman 
23 Mary Knecht 
25 Erica Grunder 
26 Sarah Geering 
  Cathy Marley 
  Tom Warner, Jr 
27 Jack Hollowell 
28 Alexandra Washburn 
  Don Setser 
  Peggy Wathne 
29 DJ Spaeth 
30 Angelia Jones   
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Continuing Education 

I attended the annual American Association of Reli-

gion meeting in Denver, Colorado, from November 

16-19.  Of interest to me were the seminars from the 

Bonhoeffer Society and Tillich Society which will be 

helpful in teaching future classes on Bonhoeffer and 

Tillich for Adult Education on Wednesday nights 

and in the future at a University like Friends or Com-

munity College like Butler.  Also, these seminars 

will be invaluable in conducting my research for my 

PhD in Bonhoeffer Studies.  Recently, I applied and 

was accepted as a part-time distance Research PhD 

student in Bonhoeffer Studies at the University of 

Aberdeen, Scotland.  Officially, my studies begin in 

January of 2019.  It is a five-year program.  Upon 

completion, I will be 65 years old and thinking about 

what I would like to do in retirement.  Ideally, I 

would like to be a Stated Supply and be an Adjunct 

Professor.    

You may be wondering how this idea got planted in 

my head.  To be honest it started at a Kansas Leader-

ship Conference.  And it was the last session and the 

Facilitator asked, “What gives you joy?  What ener-

gizes you?  And what would you like to see yourself 

doing ten years from now?” For me the answer was, 

“preaching, and teaching energizes me.”  And since 

most Presbyterian Churches are becoming a small 

church or already there and cannot afford a fulltime 

pastor, what would I do as a Tentmaker like Paul?  

The answer was to teach “Theology” at the Universi-

ty level as an Adjunct Professor.  This of course 

meant getting my PhD but what would be my disser-

tation?  After returning from Germany as a partici-

pant in the Travel Seminar on Luther and Bonhoeffer 

with Columbia Seminary last year, I knew what I 

would like to get my PhD in—Bonhoeffer Studies.   

Because this is a part-time distance PhD, I can fulfill 

its obligations on my free time at nights when not at 

a meeting or teaching a class and on my day off 

(Friday). And by going once year to Aberdeen for 

two weeks to meet with my advisor.  In case you are 

wondering, his name is Dr. Tom Greggs with an ex-

pertise in Barth and Bonhoeffer.  Here is a link to the 

Aberdeen website to learn more: www.abdn.ac.uk/

sdhp/divinity-religious-studies/bonhoeffer-studies-

1178.php#panel1184.  

 

 

Prophetic Hope: Study of the Prophets for Advent 

For the three Wednesday nights in December, I will 

be teaching a class on “Prophetic Hope” for God to 

do what only God can do… bring deliverance to Isra-

el, bring deliverance to creation through the sending 

of the Messiah and ushering in the Messianic Age. 

We will look at those verses used in the Lectionary 

Texts from the Prophets during Advent and see them 

in their larger context. So, make plans to get reac-

quainted with Isaiah, Hosea, and Malachi.   To pre-

pare for this class I have been reading a book I read 

in Seminary 30 years ago, Abraham Heschel’s The 

Prophets.   

 

Special Services for Advent and Christmas: 

On December 9, at the 10:45 a.m. service in the 

Sanctuary we will have a child friendly, child fo-

cused Christmas program.  Come and experience the 

joy of the season through the eyes of a child. Both 

Children and Youth Choirs will be performing.  At 

the 8:30 a.m. service in the Chapel, it will be the 2nd 

Sunday of Advent with texts and sermon that follow 

the lectionary. 

 

On December 16, our Adult Choirs (Handbell and 

Choral) will be performing a Christmas Cantata from 

Handel’s Messiah.  We will also have orchestration, 

so you do not want to miss it.  Remember we will 

have only one service.        

On December 23, we will be doing a modified ver-

sion of Lessons and Carols with Judy Conners 

preaching.  Again, we will have only one service.   

On December 24, our ever-popular Pageant and Can-

dle lighting Service will celebrate our Savior’s birth.  

Extended Prelude will start at 6:30 p.m. followed by 

Pageant entrance with Three Wise Men at 7:00 p.m.   

So, mark your calendars and make plans to attend 

these special services in the month of December. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

 

 

 From the Pastor’s Desk  

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/divinity-religious-studies/bonhoeffer-studies-1178.php#panel1184
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/divinity-religious-studies/bonhoeffer-studies-1178.php#panel1184
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/divinity-religious-studies/bonhoeffer-studies-1178.php#panel1184
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It was December 15, 2008 – ten years ago – that I 

flew to London, England, to be with my youngest 

daughter and her family for the birth of her third 

child, scheduled for delivery on December 18.  It 

was a very difficult pregnancy for my daughter – 

countless trips to the doctor for tests, sonograms 

and confinement to her bed the rest of the time. 

My worry and anxiety for her during this long and 

seemingly endless wait caused me to see, in a 

whole new light, a birth that took place some 

2,000 years ago…a birth that we, as Christians, 

eagerly anticipate during this season of Advent. 
 

Ever since then, as we enter the season of Advent, 

I remember a young peasant woman, bewildered 

and confused about her “unplanned” pregnancy – 

although God had certainly planned for it.  I see a 

young woman, nine months pregnant, having to 

make a long and arduous trip over rocky and 

rough roads to Bethlehem…on a donkey!  I see her 

birthing her child in a common stable where 

animals are kept – certainly not the most sanitary 

conditions.  Where are the doctors and the nurses 

in their sterilized gowns?    Where are the 

emergency equipment in case anything goes 

wrong?  
 

But we know this story, don’t we?  We know that 

nothing did go wrong in the stable, but that 

danger awaited just beyond. There was no warm 

car waiting with a brand-new car seat in which to 

tuck their new baby and whisk him safely home.  

Instead, there were powerful men, fearful of this 

child’s threat to their authority, waiting for them.  

“Home” became an escape route, another long 

journey to safety in a foreign land.   We also know, 

with grateful hearts, that the young couple 

eventually settled down to nurture and raise their 

child, who would one day become our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.            
 

As Protestants, we don’t often pay much attention 

to Mary, the mother of Jesus, except at Christmas 

time.  But this year, let us thank God for this 

humble woman who gave birth to this wondrous 

child. Let us thank God for Mary’s courage, her 

faith and trust that He would provide and care for 

her and her new family. Let us thank God for his 

amazing gifts of the birth and the resurrection of 

his son, our Lord and Savior, not just during this 

time of Advent, but every day of the year. 
  

And by the way…. a tiny baby, whose birth 

seemed so tenuous, arrived safe and sound in that 

London hospital.  He is a happy, healthy almost 

ten-year-old boy today. 
 

May 2019 lead you to be surprised by God’s 

grace! 

    

Grace and peace to you all this 

blessed season! 

       Judy 

A few words from Pastor Judy… 

Poinsettia Orders 
 

Poinsettia trees will once again adorn the Sanctuary for the Ad-
vent season. If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in 

memory of or in honor of a loved one, the suggested donation is 
$12.  

Please place your order by December 12.  
Poinsettia Order Envelopes are located on the  

information table or inside the office. 
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 From the Parish Nurse   
 

SERENITY PRAYER 
 

God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change; 
courage to change the things I can; 
and wisdom to know the difference. 

Living one day at a time; 
enjoying one moment at a time; 

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; 
taking, as He did, this sinful world 

as it is, not as I would have it; 
trusting that He will make all things right 

if I surrender to His Will; 
that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with Him 
forever in the next.  Amen. 

 
I often look at the handmade needle point frame on our living room wall that my Mom made for me years ago. 

The words of the 'Serenity Prayer' helps me to take a deep breath and realize that through life's challenges I 

must surrender, acquire courage, change what I can, and trust in God's will for me. By living one day at a time 

and recognizing moments of joy, I can hope and expect peaceful times. Sounds like a good understandable 

message but certainly not easy to execute. What is the secret power behind the ‘Serenity Prayer' composed by 

Protestant theologian Reinhold Niebuhr in the 1940's, and adopted universally by Alcoholics Anonymous?  

This prayer reveals timeless truths that challenges us to imagine what serenity looks like: 

Acceptance is not being lazy. Accepting that we cannot change things is not complacency but constitutes 

a leap of faith. We make the choice to let go and have faith in the outcome. 

We must acquire courage to change ourselves. Imagining how our lives could be different than they are 

now requires taking a look at ourselves and our habits and asking, "how is it that I really want to live?"  

Oftentimes, our deeply ingrained habits can be our worst enemies. Self investigation is an act of cour-

age in changing ourselves and our difficulties in life. 

Challenges in life can be good for us. Every person confronts obstacles and tribulations in this life.  

When we view hardships, not as frustrations or failures, but as opportunities for growth and wisdom, 

we can rise above our circumstances. 

To surrender requires courage, too. The word surrender has mostly negative connotations and is associ-

ated with resignation, weakness, and failure. The Serenity Prayer reframes surrendering as an act of 

faith, hope, and trust. 

Happiness is achievable now and forever. The prayer's ending profoundly says that if we follow the ad-

vice, we may be reasonably happy now. By focusing on the present and living one day at a time and 

enjoying one moment at a time, we can find contentment and success. A vision of being supremely 

happy with Him in the next life is truly the pathway to peace now and forever.  

 

As we prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ, may we seek to know the One who is our Christmas peace. 

 

Blessings and Love to you,  

 

Joan Aldrich 
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We are entering the Holiday season and what a busy time of year it will be for the children's program.  

 

Please take note and mark down the dates below: 

December 2- Nativity processional (10:45 service)  

December 2- Intergenerational Advent Workshop in EDR & WDR 12 p.m.-2 p.m. 

December 5- 5:30 p.m.- 8 p.m. (Last Awana until January 9)  

December 8- 4 p.m.- 6 p.m. Rehearsal Pre-k to 5th grade. 

December 9- 10:45 Children & Youth Christmas service.  Please be here at 10 a.m. for rehearsal. CE 

will be presenting Bibles to 3rd-5th who participate in Wednesday activities. 

December 12- 6 p.m.- 8:30p.m. Parents Night– More information below.  

December 16- Special Sermon & Cantata 
December 24th- 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Parents Night Out on December 12 from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.- If you need to get some Christmas 

shopping done or need a night out with your sweetheart look no further than First Presbyterian 

Church. We will have trained staff here to hang out with your children while you get those last-minute 

things done. We will have a Christmas movie, cookie decorating, hot cocoa, and snacks. Please make 

sure your children eat before they come as we will not be providing a meal for this event.  (Small 

donations are welcome.)   

 
Weekly Meal Signup- If you wish to help contribute the sign up sheet will be in The Well on Sundays 
during December.  
 
If you have any questions about the above dates, or have a conflict, please contact Liz Norris at 316-214-
4318. 
 

 Children’s Ministry News  

The Fall semester is nearing its end. What a fun 
amazing group of children and volunteers we 
have. We are ending on a high note once again. 
Fall Festival was a great success this year. 
Thank you to all the hard work of each volun-
teer and staff member. What a joy it was to 
have so many generations and groups coming  
together to make one amazing event. We are 
already thinking ahead to next year and hope 
to make it even better. We have about 20  
children in regular attendance each Wednes-
day night. We are very excited for the winter/
spring semester.  
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Youth Activities for December  
December 1 (Saturday) – Community Breakfast (Youth volunteering day) Arrive at 7:30 a.m. 
December 2 (Sunday) - 2 worship svcs. 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Youth Sunday school 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
*Nativity Processional (we need youth and children to be present at the 2nd service) 
*Advent Workshop noon-2 p.m. in the East Dining Room, potluck and fun activities! 
December 5 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 5:30-8 p.m. 
December 8 (Saturday) – Rehearsal for Children/Youth Christmas Worship Service 4-6 p.m. 
December 9 (Sunday) - 2 worship svcs. 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. No Youth Sunday school. Children and Youth 
arrive at 10 a.m. to prepare for Children/Youth Christmas Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. 
December 12 (Wednesday) – Parent’s Night Out 6-8:30 p.m. 
December 16 (Sunday) - *1 worship service @ 10:45 a.m. Adult Choirs Christmas Program  

Youth Sunday school 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
December 23 (Sunday) - *1 worship service @ 10:45 a.m. No Youth Sunday school  
December 24 (Monday) - Drama and Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m. 
December 25 (Tuesday) – Christmas Day! 
December 30 (Sunday) - *1 worship service @ 10:45 a.m. No Youth Sunday school  
December 31 (Monday) – New Year’s Eve 
* means Westminster Woods Winter Retreats 
Need to contact me? Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855 or e-mail 
doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook.  

We are happy to give you a ride, if needed. 
 

 Youth Activities  

Westminster Woods Work 
The FPC youth group took 26 youth and adults to the Westminster Woods Work 
Weekend in November. Everyone enjoyed the weather, the woods and the unlimited hot 
chocolate! Thank you for all of the hard work the PSK Youth Council did to prepare and 
provide a wonderful weekend! 



8 · First Presby News   Volume 50, Number  1 2  

News  
from the  

Economy Corner 
Please keep us in mind as you clean out closets in 
preparation for winter 
weather. We appreciate and 
rely on your generous dona-
tions and support which 
help us to work toward ful-
filling our Mission of assist-
ing our urban community 
with low cost clothing and 
daily necessities.  

COMING TO JOURNEYS 

CLASS IN NOV. AND DEC. 
A FRESH LOOK AT THE  

PARABLES OF JESUS 
NOVEMBER 4  

READ PARABLE OF TAX  
COLLECTOR AND PHARISEE;  

LUKE 18:9-13 
SHORT STORIES BY JESUS: The Enigmatic Par-
ables of a Controversial Rabbi by Amy-Jill Lev-
ine. Pat Welker will facilitate the Journeys 
class with a study of Jesus’ parables based on 
this book plus videos of Amy Jill Levine.  
Sunday mornings 9:30 a.m. in the West Dining 
Room Nov. 4,11,18,25 and Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23. 

This renowned biblical scholar offers a 
fresh, timely reinterpretation of Jesus’ narra-
tives. In Short Stories by Jesus, she analyzes 
these ‘problems with parables,’ taking readers 
back in time to understand how their original 
Jewish audience understood them. Jesus was a 
skilled storyteller and perceptive teacher who 
used parables from everyday life to convey 
effectively his message and meaning. Life in 
first-century Palestine was very different 
from our world today, and many traditional 
interpretations of Jesus’ stories ignore this 
disparity.       

 
Amy Jill 

Levine is Mary 
Jane Werthan 
Professor of 
Jewish Studies 
and University 
Professor of 
New Testa-
ment Studies, 
at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School 
and College of 
Arts and Sci-
ence. 

PW December Events 
 

Friday, December 7: PW will host the December 
luncheon meeting of Church Women United in the 
West Dining Room at 12:00 p.m. A musical pro-
gram will be presented by Gretchen Bixler’s stu-
dents from Eisenhower High School in Goddard.  
Guests are welcome. Cost of the meal is $8.00 and 
will be collected at the door.  Reservations are 
needed by noon on Friday, November 30 with 
knechtmary@hotmail.com or 942-8068. 
 

Sunday, December 9:  PW annual Bake Sale in 
The Well 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  Proceeds go to 
the Kansas Food Bank to help feed children with 
week-end backpacks.  Anyone in the congregation 
is invited to bring and share favorite holiday 
baked goods, candy or another treat. 
 

Wednesday, December 12: Monthly study circle 
meeting at 10:00 am in the church parlor.  Gerry 
Winters will lead lesson #7 (note this lesson is out 
of sequence).  The topic is “God with Us as Em-
manuel.”  It seems appropriate to have this lesson 
in December.  We hear God’s promise again—this 
time as a name, “The virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, 
which means God is with us.”  This is a critical 
shift from the Old Testament where the promise 
of God is to be with us.  Now we meet the One 
who is God with us—the person of Jesus Christ.  
Guests are welcome to this study and fellowship. 

mailto:knechtmary@hotmail.com
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PC(USA) Supports  
Human Rights 2018 

Human Rights Day is observed every year on 
December 10. It commemorates the day on 
which, in 1948, the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. In 1950, the Assembly passed 
resolution 423 (V), inviting all States and 
interested organizations to observe December 
10 of each year as Human Rights Day. 

This year, Human Rights Day calls on everyone 
to stand up for someone's rights! Many of us are 
fearful about the way the world is heading. 
Disrespect for basic human rights continues to 
be wide-spread in all parts of the globe. 
Extremist movements subject people to horrific 
violence. Messages of intolerance and hatred 
prey on our fears. Humane values are under 
attack. 

The PC(USA) Ministry at the United Nations is 
calling on congregations: “We must reaffirm our 
common humanity. Wherever we are, we can 
make a real difference. In the street, in school, at 
work, in public transport, in the voting booth, 
on social media. The time for this is now. ‘We 
the people’ can take a stand for rights, and 
together, we can take a stand for more 
humanity. 

It starts with each of us. Step forward and 
defend the rights of a refugee or migrant, a 
person with disabilities, an LGBT person, a 
woman, a child, indigenous peoples, a minority 
group, or anyone else at risk of discrimination 
or violence.” 

 

 
 

Help support Operation Holiday 
As you make your list of things to do to get 

ready for Christmas please put “support 
Operation Holiday” on that list.  Instead of 
preparing Christmas baskets in house as we did 
in the past, the Mission Commission feels it is 
good stewardship of our money and time to 
support Operation Holiday---a project of 
InterFaith Ministries.  Many churches and 
agencies have made the same decision and it has 
been a good one—to consolidate the energy and 
resources of those wanting to help folks in need 
at Christmas. 

In its 58th year in 2018, Operation Holiday 
served 13,553 low income Wichitans last year 
with non-perishable food items, coats, blankets 
and a grocery gift card.  The US Marine Corps 
Reserves’ Toys for Tots provides toys for 
children and the IFM Teen2Teen program 
provides gifts for 15-17 year-olds.  Pet food is 
distributed through a partnership with Skaer 
Veterinary Clinic.  Here’s how we at First 
Presbyterian can help:  

1. Bring FOOD items and place them in the 
Operation Holiday container outside the church 
office by Sunday, December 9.  Distribution takes 
place December 13, 14, and 15.  Items especially 
needed include peanut butter, canned meats, 
cereal and canned fruit.  Our children and youth 
will be helping provide canned fruit. 

2. Write a CHECK ASAP to FPC with the 
memo “Operation Holiday” and place it in the 
offering plate.  This is the primary need since 
cash can be used to make bulk purchases of food. 

3. VOLUNTEER at the distribution site in the 
old Sears building at Towne West Square. 
Volunteers are vital to the success of Operation 
Holiday for pre distribution sorting and during 
distribution as escorts, food stockers, toy 
runners and more.  To volunteer contact IFM at 
316-264-9303 or email 
volunteer@interfaithwichita.org. 

All of our refugees families received 
Operation Holiday items last year and will again 
this year. Let’s help make our neighbors’ 
tummies full and their hearts happy by helping 
provide them with a generous Christmas 
Blessing! 
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CAMP WHISPERS-Work Day  
Many thanks to 
all those who 
participated in 
Work Day at 
Whispering 
Winds Camp on 
October 21.   
Approximately 

20 volunteers cut firewood, organized The 
Lodge storage closets, cleaned the pools, 
cleaned The Shower House, groomed the 
playground mulch, cleaned The Lodge, and 
spiffed up the Camp for Fall Festival, which 
took place the following day.  A big thanks to 
Liz Norris, Cynthia Rekoske, and Amanda 
Mayflower for all of their time and assistance.  
 

Fall Festival 
Thanks to the Camp and Christian Education 

Committees for making our Fall Festival a 

great success.  The Fall Festival was attended 

by an estimated 125 people who enjoyed a 

Bounce House, Photo Booth, live music, hay-

rack rides, various crafts, and many other ac-

tivities.  Many thanks to Chris Fox and associ-

ates for the live music and Stephanie Bird-

Hutchinson for leading the Vesper service on 

the lawn.  

The chili 

cook off 

contest 

was won 

by Jill 

Young, the 

costume 

contest 

was won 

by Ray 

Wheeler, and the scary dessert contest was 

won by Roberta Swenson (Cassandra’s moth-

er- in- law).  Thank you to everyone who 

brought chili, sides, or desserts.  It was a 

beautiful fall day and a great way to celebrate 

our many blessings. 

Christmas JOY Offering 
“Every generous act of giving . . . . is from 

above” from James 1:17. That is the theme of the 
2018 Christmas Joy Offering, one of the four  
major offerings of the PC(USA).  Established in 
1930, it will be received on Sunday, December 
23.  During this Advent and Christmas season, 
we reflect on the birth of Jesus as God’s greatest 
gift, given to all of us.  Giving to the Christmas Joy 
Offering is one way we can celebrate and 
acknowledge that gift.   

Half of the offering assists those church 
leaders, retired or active, who experience need 
because of tragedy, health concerns or financial 
hardship through the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions.  The other half will help raise 
up leaders from places that are too often over-
looked.  The historically Presbyterian racial eth-
nic schools were founded to educate emerging 
leaders from underrepresented groups so lead-
ership in the church can better reflect the diver-
sity of God’s people. 

In gratitude to God for the wondrous gift 
of Jesus, the PC(USA) invites congregations to 
join this celebrating of God’s presence with us by 
supporting those in need of help and hope.  
Thank you for your support of this life-changing 
offering. 
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 Calendar  
 
 

Saturday, December 1 
 8:00  Community Breakfast (EDR, 

WDR, KIT) 
 8:00  Guadalupe Clinic (EDR) 
 11:00  Brent’s Bible Study w/WRCC 

(Hobbs) 
  

Sunday, December 2 
Communion  

 8:30 Worship (Chapel)  
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Journey Class (WDR) 
 9:30 Luccock Class (Parlor) 
 9:30 Youth Sunday School (YL) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
 12:00 Advent Workshop (EDR) 
  

Monday, December 3 
 5:30 INK (The Well)  
 

Tuesday,  December 4 
 10:00   Pastoral Staff Mtg  (Hobbs) 
 11:00   Staff Meeting  (The Well) 
 4:30 Camp Committee Mtg (WDR) 
 5:30 Evangelism Mtg (The Well) 
 5:30 Facilities/Stewardship Mtg (WDR) 
 5:30 NAMI Board Mtg (McComb) 
 6:00 Deacons C109 
  

Wednesday, December 5  
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 2:00 PW Board Meeting (RR) 
 5:30 Wednesday Worship (Sanctuary) 
 5:30  Wednesday Clubs 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 6:30 Brent’s Bible Study (The Parlor) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

  

Thursday, December 6 
 5:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Hobbs) 

 

Friday, December 7 
 11:00 Church Women United    
  Christmas Lunch (WDR)  
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (WDR) 

 

Saturday, December 8 
 9:00 Gardens & Grounds 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg. (C109) 
 11:00 Brent’s Bible Study (Hobbs) 
 4:00 Rehearsal Children & Youth 

(Sanctuary) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 9 
 8:30 Worship (Chapel) 
 9:00 PW Bake Sale (The Well) 
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Journey Class (WDR) 
 9:30 Luccock Class (Parlor) 
 9:30 Youth Sunday School (YL) 
 9:30 Stephen Ministry Supervision 

(C103)  
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship-Youth & Children’s 
  Christmas Program (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
 11:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg. 

(McComb) 
 

Monday, December 10 
 4:30 Personnel Meeting (Hobbs) 

 

Tuesday, December 11 
 10:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (Hobbs) 
 11:00 Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 5:30 Finance Meeting (Hobbs) 
  

Wednesday, December 12 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 10:00 PW Study Circle (Parlor) 
 6:00 Parents Night Out (The Well) 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 6:30 Brent’s Bible Study (The Parlor) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

Thursday, December 13 
 9:00 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC) 
 4:30 Promote the Growth (The Well) 
 5:00 Kansas Chapter of AG Bell’s (EDR) 

 

Friday, December 14 
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (WDR) 
  

Saturday, December 15 
 11:00 Brent’s Bible Study (Hobbs)   

 

Sunday, December 16 
Prayers of the People 

 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Journey Class (WDR) 
 9:30 Journeys Class (Parlor) 
 9:30 Youth Sunday School (YL) 
 9:30 Blood Pressure Check (The Well) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship-Sermon & Cantata 

Christmas Program (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
    

Tuesday, December 18 
 10:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (Hobbs) 
 12:00 Staff Christmas Party (The Well) 
   

 

Wednesday, December 19 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 6:30 Brent’s Bible Study (The Parlor) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

  

Thursday, December 20 
 11:45 Theological Themes in Literature 

(RR) 
  

Friday, December 21 
 12:00 Lectionary Bible Study (Hobbs) 

 

Saturday, December 22 
 11:00 Brent’s Bible Study (Hobbs)  
  

 

Sunday, December 23 
 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Journey Class (WDR) 
 9:30 Luccock Class (Parlor) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Lessons & Carols (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
    

Monday, December 24 
 6:30 Christmas Music before Christmas 

Eve Service (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Christmas Eve Pageant *  

Candlelight Service (Sanctuary) 
   

  Wednesday, December 26 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 6:00 Brent’s Bible Study (The Well) 
 6:15 James Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

Saturday, December 29 
 11:00 Brent’s Bible Study (Hobbs)   

  

Sunday, December 30 
Yellow Bag Sunday 

 9:15 Coffee Fellowship (The Well) 
 9:30 Journey & Luccock Class (WDR) 
 10:15 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204/C201) 
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The editor reserves the right to edit 
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Questions? Contact Michelle Edwards 
at 263-0248 or email  

publications@firstchurchwichita.org 
Dillons/Camp Fundraising Program 

 

Helping the camp raise funds is easy! All you need to do is sign up online or by 
phone, and every time you swipe your Dillons Plus card, Dillons will donate to 
the camp!  
Learn more or sign up at www.dillons.com/
communityrewards or by calling 1-800-576-4377 (option 
#3). You can also contact Doug Aldrich with questions. Bro-
chures are on the information table.  
The church’s Rewards number is BF935. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to the proud parents, Margaret and Cassandra Leidig-

Carrillo, over the birth of 

Greyson Anastacius Leidig-

Carrillo on November 7 at 1:20 

a.m.  Greyson came a couple 

weeks early which explains his 

birth weight 4lbs and 11 

ounces.  Mom and baby are 

doing fine.  We are looking 

forward to seeing them in 

church when Greyson is big 

enough and healthy enough to 

go out.    


