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Mission Statement

In response to the love and grace of
God, First Presbyterian Church of
Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of
believers bound together to glorify God
and to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ through worship,
spiritual nurturing, education and
mission to all people.

FPC Information:

“In the Heart of the City, In the Heart of God”
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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
God’s perfect gift... Jesus, Emmanuel, God is with us!
God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift,
a gift that brought God and humanity closer together. God’s
perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with
us.
In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us. Even
when we are apart, we are together in spirit, in faith and in mission.
The Christmas Joy Offering is one way we join together as Presbyterians from around the country. We might not be able to
meet face to face with those who need the support that our
gifts provide, but we are very much still together.
The gifts we share connect us. They also change lives. Fifty percent of the Christmas Joy Offering, goes to the Board of Pensions Assistance Program to support church workers and their
families who experience critical financial needs. The other fifty
percent supports education at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color and leadership development opportunities for people of color through the Racial
Equity and Women’s Intercultural Ministries of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency.
God, you are indeed with us. And because of your son Jesus, we
are inspired to be with leaders in our church and world—past,
present and future. In the name of the Christ,
Emmanuel, we pray. Amen.

525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214
(316) 263-0248
info@firstchurchwichita.org
www.firstchurchwichita.org
Sunday Worship
Schedule
Worship 9:30 a.m.
(Sanctuary)
In-Person and
Live Streaming

First Presbyterian Church is a
Stephen Ministry Congregation

The Christmas Joy Offering culminates December 24, 2020.
Thank you for your gift!
~Submitted by Patrice Cummings for the Mission Commission.
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 Ministry Staff 
The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston
Pastor/Head of Staff
info@firstpresbywichita.org
Joan Aldrich
Parish Nurse
info@firstpresbywichita.org
Geri Doll
Director of Youth Ministry
info@firstpresbywichita.org

Liz Norris
Director of Children’s Ministry
info@firstpresbywichita.org
Steve Bixler
Director of Music
info@firstpresbywichita.org
Mark Sweeney
Organist
Gary Huffman
Archivist/Assoc. Organist
info@firstpresbywichita.org

Volume 51, Number 1 2

 Congregational Care 
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members:
As a congregation we weekly focus our personal and
corporate prayers upon a selection of church members
and friends. Let us remember in prayer this month the
following: Chris Fox & SheaKang Hew and family,
Esther Harrington, Terri Hawkins, Liz Lang, Donovan
McCall, Dylan Warner, Laci Haas and family, Alexandra
& Steve Washburn, Tom & Gerry Winters, Harriet
Lewis, Charles Hoke, J.D. Page, Silvia Landers, Mike &
Kristen Caradine, Nancy & Steve Perry, Brian & Stephanie Howard and family, Margarethe Van Zandt, Jaynean
Wood, Brad & Michelle Cline and family, Judy Davis,
Tom & Helen Veatch, Mary Johnson, and Brent &
Catherine Johnston and family.

 Administrative Staff 
Michelle Edwards
Administrative Assistant
info@firstpresbywichita.org
Nancy Bishop
Bookkeeper
info@firstpresbywichita.org
Roy Yarbrough
Facilities Manager
info@firstpresbywichita.org
Mary Burgett
Economy Corner On-Site Manager
Phyllis Robertson
Economy Corner On-Site Manager
Dave Duncan
Whispering Winds Camp Manager
nfo@firstpresbywichita.org
Melinda Sears
Clerk of the Session
info@firstpresbywichita.org

1 Kyle Stanberry
2 Dennis Black
4 Kimberly Bahre
David Deckard
8 Eleanor Hall
9 Dwight Corrin
10 Virginia Garver
11 Susan Bentson
12 Joan Aldrich
Avi Rekoske
Brandon Bowles
Harry Alexander
Donovan McCall
13 Susan Brown
17 Frank Solomon
Patrick Martin

18 Carol Wright
19 Janice Van Sickle
Mary Jo McCormack
Iris Weirick
20 Gary Huffman
23 Mary Knecht
26 Sarah Geering
Cathy Marley
Tom Warner, Jr
27 Jack Hollowell
28 Alexandra Washburn
Don Setser
Peggy Wathne
29 DJ Spaeth
30 Angelia Jones
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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
Risks Worth Taking and Those not Worth the Risk
As we head into winter and many activities come inside, the infection rate from COVID19 continues to rise,
putting a strain on our hospitals to cope. Safety precautions like wearing a mask and maintaining a safe distance
become even more important. The church is once again curtailing activities inside the building. At this time only
Sunday worship will occur in the building. Meetings will be held via Zoom or MS Teams. Key cards are once
again deactivated. If you need to get inside the building to drop something off or pick something up, please come
by during normal office hours, Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you need access at another time,
please call ahead to arrange for a custodian to let you in. The custodian cell phone is 993-4207.
As I spoke about in my Sermon on the November 15, some activities are worth the risk and others are not. There is
a big difference between how fool hardy as I was at 16 and how I am now at 62 when behind the wheel of a car.
Realizing that each of us have a different risk tolerance, let us weigh the risk of all activities in which we will be
with people not in our bubble. Although we might not get seriously ill from this virus, we might give it to
someone who would get seriously ill and possibly die. So, let us socially distance ourselves now so that when we
reopen the church all of us can be together.
Wednesday Night Advent Class- A Weary World: Reflections for a Blue Christmas
For three Wednesday nights in December from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., I will be
teaching a class on a book of devotions by Kathy Escobar. The main purpose of the
book is to help people cope with the Christmas Blues that affect those who have
experienced a profound loss and find it hard to get in the celebratory mood of
Christmas. And as I think about all the loss so many Americans have experienced on
account of this virus—loss of health, loss of life, loss of job, loss of physical contact,
loss of social interactions, I think this is a timely study. In many ways Escobar’s
devotions take the form of lament. They allow us to bring our complaint to God,
knowing that we will be heard and comforted by the one who is our Emmanuel—God
with us. The class starts on December 2 and ends on December 16. The class will be
held via Zoom. I will send out an invitation each week and a reminder.
Issues with Livestreaming and Our Response
As many of you already know, we have had issues with livestreaming from the beginning. But lately they have
gotten worse as more downtown Wichitans have gone inside and turned on their computer to get on the internet.
This has caused increased buffering issues on our end. Thus, the Session felt it necessary to invest in the fiber
optic service available from our provider, Cox. Fiber optic service will greatly increase our capacity and speed so
that buffering will no longer be an issue on our end. Buffering may still be a problem with your service provider,
but Cox assures us that it will solve the problem with the speed of the signal leaving our building. Cox says it will
take approximately 60 days to pull the permits and lay the fiber cable line. Until the process is finished, I have
decided to record my sermons each Saturday via Zoom and then share them with you if we have live streaming
issues. Also, I will share a link to last Sunday’s service. Presently we are averaging about 180 viewers on
Facebook and 85 viewers on our website. We definitely want to keep the viewers that are currently watching our
service.
Saving Christmas
The Session voted on Tuesday, November 24, 2020, to concur with the Worship and Music Commission’s
decision to not have an in-person Christmas Eve service. As you might have guessed I have been thinking quite a
bit about what to do about our Christmas Eve service in the wake of this pandemic and our live streaming issues. I
do not think I am ready to hear the hue and cry that would erupt if the Christmas Eve service were ruined because
of buffering issues. Not wanting to play the role of the Grinch who stole Christmas, Steve Bixler and I have agreed
to record a Christmas Eve service several days prior to Christmas Eve. We will send out a link to watch the
recorded service. That way all the Who’s in Whoville will have a Merry Christmas.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Brent
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 Upcoming 
Special Services for Advent and Christmas
December 2, 9, and 16, 2020-Advent Study
6:30 via Zoom “A Weary World: Reflections for
a Blue Christmas”
December 6, 2020-Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Sanctuary, Lighting of Advent
Candles
December 13, 2020-3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Sanctuary, Lighting of Advent
Candles, Choir performing Christmas music
December 20, 2020-4th Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. Sanctuary, Lighting of Advent
Candles
December 24, 2020-Christmas Eve Service
(to be pre-recorded and link to view the service
will be provided)

Poinsettia Orders
Poinsettias will once again adorn the
Sanctuary for the Advent
season. If you would like
to purchase a poinsettia in
memory of or in honor of
a loved one, the suggested
donation is $12. Please
place your order by December 12.
Envelopes are located
outside of the church office.
If you mail your order to the church,
please make sure to notate that the
donation is for a poinsettia and who you
would like it to be dedicated to. This year
we will not have the poinsettia trees. It
will be a scaled down version with fewer
poinsettias that will be viewable on our
live streaming service. Thank you!

Let’s see how many smiles we can send. Thank you!
~ Patrice Cummings
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 From the Parish Nurse 
Let Us Extend Grace to One Another
As we reflect on the year 2020, I think we can all agree that this year has turned out to be a bit rougher
than expected. We continue to deal with a rollercoaster of emotions including anger, fear, sadness,
depression, and hopelessness, mainly because of COVID19 and the political unrest in our country. Our
lives have been turned upside down and the stress of it all has been palpable. There are times when we
do not handle our negative emotions well, especially with change and uncertainties, and we lash out at
others. We do not mean to be unkind, but it seems to just happen. We find ourselves in need of grace.
“Grace is unconditional love toward a person who does not deserve it.” (Paul Zahl) Many times when we
do not deserve love, we are amid sin, suffering, and brokenness. We may have wronged someone, retaliated, lied, or acted unkindly, and then found ourselves in need of forgiveness. We have all been in situations where we hoped for grace (unconditional love) even knowing we did not deserve it. God wants us
to grow strong in giving the gift of grace to one another by forgiving unconditionally. Just as we do not
deserve God’s forgiveness, someone you know may not deserve yours. Forgive anyway. As we let go and
pardon others’ actions, we can move forward with our lives and experience a newfound freedom. By
extending grace, we acknowledge that this is an act of gratitude for all the grace we have received from
God. In essence, we are thanking God for His tender mercies, kindness, forgiveness, and love. God sees
our hearts and smiles when we can extend this same grace to others.
Here is a text from FB that I would like to share with you that describes what grace looks like:
As the world fights to figure everything out,
I will be holding doors for strangers,
letting people cut in front of me in traffic,
saying good morning,
keeping babies entertained in grocery lines,
stopping to talk to someone who is lonely,
being patient with sale clerks,
smiling at a passerby.
WHY?
Because I will not stand idly by and
live in a world where love is invisible.
Join me in showing kindness,
understanding, and judging less.
Be kind to a stranger,
give grace to friends who are having a bad day,
be forgiving of yourself and others-today and every day.

May we all extend lots of grace this holiday season. God’s blessings to each of you!

Joan

6 · First Presby News

Volume 51, Number 1 2

 Children’s Ministry Fun 
Children’s Ministry Activities in December
As we head into the colder months, the Children Ministry team is thinking outside the box to
see how we can best serve our families. We will be bringing our ministry to our FPC Families’ front
porches for the coming months. We plan to stop by, bring some goodies, and holiday cheer to our
families. We know these are different times and we plan to stay safe by wearing our mask and
social distancing.
We want our families to know that we miss meeting together each week, but we understand
this is not forever. We want to hold our faith strong that one day soon this pandemic will be behind
us and we will be able to celebrate together again. Lastly, we want you to know that we are here
for you and your children. Please give your children a squeeze from each of us & let them know
how much we all miss them.

Photos below were taken during Sunday Service in the nursery and our last “Walking with Jesus on
Sundays” day at Whispering Winds Camp.
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 Youth Activities 
Youth Activities for December 2020
During the month of December, we will not be having Youth Club on Wednesday night. Because
of the COVID19 virus spreading so quickly throughout our community, the church feels it would be
safer to hold off on meeting until the numbers begin to go back down. We will be contacting our
youth throughout the month in other ways such as porch drop offs, video interactions, and mailings.
We pray that it will be safe to gather very soon in the new year!
For those not familiar with Wednesday Youth Club, I thought I would share a little about this
important ministry.
The evening would begin with Pastor Brent leaving with the van around 5 p.m. to go around and
pick up any youth who did not have transportation to the church. There were usually around 7 youth
members who needed a ride and Brent checked their temperature before they entered the van.
When all the youth arrived at the church, we had a check-in table where they had their temperature
checked and we kept a log for contact tracing. We typically had 12-15 youth each Wednesday.
We have 4 adults who help run Youth Club including Liz Norris, Joan Aldrich, Michelle MurrayCline, and Geri Doll. Every week we would have a very simple, but healthy meal for the youth. It
would be individually packaged, and the youth ate in our big dining area seated 2 persons to each
table and 6 feet apart.
After dinner, the youth had about 20 minutes for free time. They could play air-hockey, ping
pong, and foosball in the game room, play video games in the tv room, or pool and card games in
the Youth Lounge. On nice days we would play basketball on the sports court outside. The nice thing
about the 3rd floor of the Case Building is that we have plenty of room to spread out.
Next, we would have middle school and senior high Bible study in separate rooms. We always
wore our masks, washed hands, used hand sanitizer, and kept our distance. We would gather for a
short closing prayer before it was time to go home, a very short two hours indeed!
Thank you to our Wednesday night volunteers. You played a big part in filling a great need in the
lives of our middle school and senior high. Most of these students have not been to school since
March so these gatherings over the past 2 months have been their only chance to socialize and have
Bible study. We are looking forward to starting back up with Youth Club as soon as possible.
~Geri Doll-Youth Ministry Director

At the end of growing season the youth group acquired several garden plants to
tend to and watch them grow. These plants are a reminder of God’s good bounty
and how eating healthy food is important. The students enjoyed caring for and
eating the fruits of their labor.

(Wednesday Youth Group Garden Photo)
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We continued to see increase in our sales
during November even with the limited hours
we are open.
Our total sales were $8,104.88. First’s
share was $7,583.88. Grace’s share was
$521.24. We also filled 84 vouchers
equivalent to $1,268.50. FPC’s share was
$1,020.00 and Grace’s share was $248.50.
Since we do not have a supply of winter
coats, we must rely on your generous
donations of winter wear. Our supply of
men’s jeans and other men’s clothing is very
low. We are operating with a very decreased
number of volunteers. All our electronic
donations must be checked before they can
be sold. We need volunteers to help with this.
If you would like to take some of these items
home and check them on your own schedule,
it can easily be arranged. Please call or come
by the Economy Corner and discuss this
opportunity with an on-site manager during
our current business hours listed below.
We are blessed to have the support,
donations, and help we need from our
Congregations which assist us in meeting the
needs of those we serve in our urban
community.
You may drop off donations during our
current business hours which are Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Friday afternoons from 1 to
4:30 p.m. and on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.
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CHURCH SESSION MOTIONS APPROVED
NOVEMBER 24, 2020
There will only be one Worship service each
week at 9:30 a.m. both in-person and live
streaming through May 2021.
(In order to maintain social distancing during
worship, please do not sit in the pews that are
roped off.)
•

•

•

•

•

The Session voted to concur with the Worship
and Music Commission’s decision to NOT have
an in-person Christmas Eve service. The service will be pre-recorded and available for all
to view from their homes.
The Session voted to suspend all meetings and
on-site activities, except for Sunday Worship
and the Community Breakfast (as limited below).
• The volunteers who make the Community
Breakfast possible will be allowed to operate inside the building. The Community
Breakfast guests will continue to be served
outside of the building.
Member key cards will be active only during
office hours from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. If you need access at some
other time, please call or text our Facilities
Manager, Roy Yarbrough at 516-4772.
The Session has discussed the issues created
by COVID19 at every meeting since March
2020. They will continue to evaluate the situation and act accordingly each month. They
wish they could provide a 100% reopening
date for all church activities, but that is just not
possible at this time.
Sunday worship services continue to require
the following protocols be adhered to: face
masks are required, maintain social distancing,
the west entrance is the only open entrance to
the building, temperatures of all participants
will be taken, the collection plates will NOT be
passed but instead will be placed at the doors,
and there will be no congregational singing
during services.
Thank you for assistance and cooperation.

DONATIONS NEEDED!

December 2020
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Operation Holiday 2020
This year, FPC will again contribute $2,500 to sponsor Operation Holiday in Wichita. As
a Community Sponsor, you’ll see our First Presbyterian Church logo on the Operation
Holiday website, all donation boxes, posters and event publications and even the
banner during the event.
We will not have a box to collect items for the Operation Holiday drive this year. Out of
an abundance of caution, we still don’t want to send you out to shop. Your health is a
priority.

Instead, the Mission Commission would like to challenge our FPC family to
match the $2,500 contribution to Operation Holiday.
You can drop off or send your donations to FPC. Make out your checks to First
Presbyterian Church and denote “Operation Holiday.”
Thanks for helping bring food and joy to the many people in our community that could
use a helping hand this year. Let’s see what we can do!
~Patrice Cummings
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 From the Archives 
The Flags Fly in the Memorial Garden
On special holidays throughout the year, an American flag is placed
near each Veteran’s marker in the Tilford Memorial Garden. There is
a bronze medallion in place year-round.

Even in this time when hardly anyone visits the
garden, the flags fly proudly to honor those who have
served in the military from our church. The Archives
has assumed this responsibility and proudly carries it
out.
During this year, the flags have flown on May 30, July
4, and November 11 on Veterans’ Day.

~Gary Huffman, Archivist

PASTOR RECOGNITION MONTH!!

October was Pastor Appreciation Month. The staff was happy to surprise Pastor Brent during the
October 20th staff meeting. The church surprised Pastor Brent with some fluffy yard art to show
him how much he is appreciated. He said, “I feel sheepish to have so much attention thrown my
way. Thank you. I am humbled.”
We love and thank you for leading our flock Pastor
Brent!
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 Calendar 
Tuesday, December 1
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
6:30 Evangelism & Hosp Mtg
(Zoom)
Wednesday, December 2
6:30 Advent Book Study (Zoom)
Saturday, December 5
8:00 Community Breakfast
(EDR/WDR/KIT)
Sunday, December 6
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) InPerson & Live Streaming
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Tuesday, December 8
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
5:30 Finance Mtg (Zoom)
Wednesday, December 9
10:00 PW Study Circle (Zoom)
6:30 Advent Book Study (Zoom)
Thursday, December 10
9:00 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC)
Sunday, December 13
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) InPerson & Live Streaming
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
10:45 Worship & Music Comm Mtg
(Zoom)
10:45 Journey’s Class (Zoom)
Monday, December 14
4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom)
6:00 Mission Comm Mtg (Zoom)

Tuesday, December 15
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
Wednesday, December 16
6:30 Advent Book Study (Zoom)
9:30
10:00
10:30
10:45

Sunday, December 20
Worship (Sanctuary) InPerson & Live Streaming
Refugee Worship (C204)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Journey’s Class (Zoom)

Tuesday, December 22
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service–
(pre-recorded Live Streaming)
Christmas Pageant &
Candlelight Service
Friday, December 25
Christmas Day (CLOSED)
Sunday, December 27
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) InPerson & Live Streaming
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Monday, December 28
5:30 KS Leadership Center
Transformation Team (Zoom)
Tuesday, December 29
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams)
Friday, January 1
New Years’ Day
(EC & OFFICE CLOSED)

Alternative Gift Market a
BIG success!
What a wonderful event the
Alternative Gift Market turned out
to be last Saturday. The
committee thought that if $10,000
was raised it would be a good
day. The result was
$21,248.88! What blessings
these dollars will be to some very
needy folks. This Market
obviously has some very loyal
shoppers.
The temperature reached 74
degrees, it was windy, but
everyone wore masks, were
good at social distancing, and
appreciated being out and about
on a beautiful fall day. The sports
court proved to be an ideal
location under the
circumstances. Thanks to all
those at FPC who worked to
make the Market a success.
You can still support the
Market. Go to the AGM website
and review the 2020 projects:
https://alternativegifts.org/giving/
gifting/causes. Contribute online
or mail a check to the church
office made out to AGM, in the
memo line place the number of
the project/s you want to support.
To print out the shopping list
go to: https://
alternativegiftmarketwichita.files.
wordpress.com/2020/10/2020wagm-shoppinglist.pdf. There are
also project books and shopping
lists on the table outside the
office. People served by the
AGM projects are some of the
very “least of these.” Even a
small donation can make a big
difference in their lives.
Thank you!

First Presbyterian Church
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214-3503

Has Your
Address
Changed?
Please
remember to
inform the
church office
if your home address, phone
number or e-mail address
changes.
Thank you!

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit 719
Wichita, KS

RAISE FUNDS FOR FPC
USING AMAZON SMILE
You can also help earn money
for FPC when you make
purchases from Amazon.
Amazon Smile is a program
that donates 0.5% of each
purchase to the charity of
your choice. When you are
ready to shop, go to
http://smile.amazon.com,
choose FPC as your charity,
then shop!

The January Presby News Deadline is December 15, at NOON.
The editor reserves the right to
edit submitted information for
content and space availability.
Questions? Contact is 263-0248 or
email
publications@firstchurchwichita.org

