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Mission Statement

In response to the love and grace of
God, First Presbyterian Church of
Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of
believers bound together to glorify God
and to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ through worship,
spiritual nurturing, education and
mission to all people.

FPC Information:
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214
(316) 263-0248
info@firstchurchwichita.org
www.firstchurchwichita.org
Sunday Worship
Schedule
Worship 9:30 a.m.
(Sanctuary)
In-Person and
Live Streaming

We will have our traditional Christmas
Eve Pageant and Candlelight Service on
Friday, December 24 at 7 p.m. in the
Sanctuary and via live streaming.
Please join us for this special celebration
of our Savior’s birth.
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The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston
Pastor/Head of Staff
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Joan Aldrich
Parish Nurse
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Geri Doll
Director of Youth Ministry
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Liz Norris
Director of Children’s Ministry
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Steve Bixler
Director of Music
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Mark Sweeney
Organist
Gary Huffman
Archivist/Assoc. Organist
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 Congregational Care 
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members:
As a congregation we weekly focus our personal
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church
members and friends. Let us remember in prayer
this month the following: Chris Fox & SheaKang
Hew and family, Esther Harrington, Terri Hawkins,
Liz Lang, Donovan McCall, Dylan Warner, Laci &
Cole Haas and family, Alexandra & Steve
Washburn, Tom & Gerry Winters, Charles Hoke,
J.D. Page, Silvia Landers, Kristin Caradine, Nancy
& Steve Perry, Brian & Stephanie Howard and
family, Jaynean Wood, Brad & Michelle Cline and
family, Cassandra & Margaret Leidig-Carillo and
family.

 Administrative Staff 

Michelle Edwards
Administrative Assistant
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Sherri Miller
Office Manager/Bookkeeper
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Roy Yarbrough
Facilities Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Phyllis Robertson
Economy Corner On-Site Manager
Dave Duncan
Whispering Winds Camp Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Melinda Sears
Clerk of the Session
info@firstchurchwichita.org
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Dennis Black
Kimberly Bahre
Eleanor Hall
Dwight Corrin
Virginia Garver
Susan Bentson
Joan Aldrich
Brandon Bowles
Donovan McCall
Avi Rekoske
13 Susan Brown
17 Patrick Martin
Frank Solomon
18 Carol Wright

19 Mary Jo McCormack
Janice Van Sickle
Iris Weirick
20 Gary Huffman
23 Mary Knecht
26 Sarah Geering
Cathy Marley
Tom Warner, Jr
27 Jack Hollowell
28 Don Setser
Alexandra Washburn
Peggy Wathne
29 DJ Spaeth
30 Angelia Jones
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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
Paying Attention to the Christmas Story and Dicken’s Christmas Carol
As this year’s lectionary cycle closes with Christ the King Sunday that celebrates the rule of Christ from the
perspective of faith, when it seems obvious to those who walk by sight that the rulers of this world are still
very much in charge whether they be named “King Herod” or “Caesar Augustus” in our Christmas story or
“Ebenezer Scrooge” in the Christmas Carol not much has changed in terms of those who have power and
wield it to serve their interest rather than mankind’s interest. To help us focus on the Christmas Story, I
thought I would look at Charles Dicken’s Christmas Carol, particularly what the ghosts of Christmas past,
present, and future might say to us in keeping the Christmas spirit 365 days a year. Towards that end, for
three Wednesday nights from 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. in The Well, I will be teaching a class on this subject,
using Charles Dicken’s book and movie adaption of the Christmas Carol for our primary text. No need to do
any preparation before coming to class unless you want to. The work that we will do will occur in class as we
examine what the Spirits might be saying to us in terms of our past, present, and future that we might have
a change of heart as Scrooge did for humankind’s benefit.
Time Off to Visit Family Over the Holidays
I will be doing what many Americans will be doing over the holidays, visiting family now that travel has
reopened with the roll out of the vaccine that has proven to be safe and effective. I will be leaving December
27 to fly to Charlotte to visit my father who is in poor health and reuniting with my siblings and cousins who
live in Charlotte. And then around New Year’s Day, I will be traveling by car to Nashville to visit Catherine’s
parents before flying out of Nashville on the 4th of January. It will have been over 2 years since I have visited
Catherine’s parents and approximately 9 months with my dad. Compacting so much travel in such a short
time is not ideal, but it is important to make the most of my time to reconnect with my extending family. The
separation Covid caused has made me keenly aware of this. Although I am grateful for technology like Zoom
or Facetime that allows me to connect long distance, it is still a poor substitute for face-to-face connections.
Some things just don’t translate as well on screen, despite the smiley emoji.
The Wonder of the Incarnation
All of this has me appreciating the Incarnation and incarnational ministry more with each passing day, with
each Zoom meeting conducted. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God and with God. And
this Word became flesh. And we beheld him (in the manger and on the cross) full of grace and truth. Truth
that is honest about the muck and mire of the human condition—born in a cow trough amidst the stench of
cruelty and indifference—a world ordered around the rich and powerful, too busy to notice what happened
in a small backwater Jewish town called Bethlehem. But the poor and poor in spirit noticed-- the shepherds
keeping watch over their flocks by night, noticed the angelic visitor who shared the good news: that unto
you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign that will be given,
he will be wrapped in bands of cloth lying in a manger. Then the multitude of the heavenly host broke out
singing, “Glory to God in the Highest, peace and goodwill on those for whom God’s favor rests.” Mary also
noticed what was reported to her when the shepherds came to behold the Christ child. She treasured in her
heart all that was said to her. The same heart that would one day be broken in seeing her son on the cross
because of the same muck and mire of the human condition. God didn’t save the world by Words only but
by deeds, words that took on flesh, not glossing over our sin, but suffering because of it, to show us a better
way to live… that involves living by the golden rule instead of he who has the gold, rules. In short, a life full of
grace and truth from beginning to end to new beginnings. May we be in awe of such love incarnated to
behold-- if we know where to look this time of year.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Brent
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 Parish Nurse News 
WHY HOPE IS SO IMPORTANT
During these different kinds of time, we all have been hanging on to hope. Biblical hope is an expectation with certainty that God will do what He has said. Why then is hope so important? Hope is
what motivates us to be believers. Our entire walk as believers in Jesus Christ is based on hope that
goes beyond this life and extends throughout eternity. Everything we do as Christians flows from
this. We pray because of hope. We endure hardships and trials and persecution because of hope. We
give, serve, sacrifice, and some have even lost their lives for the message of the gospel because of
hope. If we remove the element of hope then we will discover that our joy, enthusiasm, peace, compassion, motivation, and everything else attached to our walk with God will be removed with it.
Without hope, we allow fear, despair, doubt, depression, and uncertainty to destroy our relationship
with God and our lives. Therefore, we can never lose sight of hope. We must know that God is the
God of hope and that He is our source of joy and peace. The bible gives us many examples of promises to give us hope and reassurance that God responds and follows through on our behalf,
especially in tough times. As you read these verses, remember what hope is and what it may look
like in your situation:
• The hope of God’s provisions- “So don’t worry about these things, saying, “What will we eat?
What will we drink? What will we wear? These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but
your Heavenly Father already knows your needs.” Matthew 6:31-32 (NLT) “And the same God
who takes care of me will supply all your needs from His glorious riches, which have been given to
us in Jesus Christ.” Philippians 4:19
• The hope of God’s presence- “So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic
before them. For the Lord, your God will personally go ahead of you. He will neither fail you nor
abandon you.” Deuteronomy 31:6 (NLT)
• The hope of God’s protection- “You are my refuge and my shield; your word is my source of
hope.” Ps.119:114 (NLT) “The Lord is my light and my salvation-so why should I be afraid? The
Lord is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble?” Ps.27:1 (NLT)
• The hope of eternal life- “This truth gives them confidence that they have eternal life, which Godwho does not lie-promised them before the world began.” Titus 1:2 (NLT)
• The hope of Christ’s return- “For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all
people. And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in
this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, while we look forward with hope
to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed.”
Titus 2:11-13 (NLT)
• The hope of answered prayer- “And we are confident that He hears us whenever we ask for
anything that please Him. And since we know He hears us when we make our requests, we also
know that He will give us what we ask for.” 1 John 5:14-15 (NLT)
One of the greatest gifts God has given us is hope. His promises inspire hope regardless of how
things may appear and gives us the reassurance that God is with us, hears us, and He responds. Believe in this Good News and continue to have hope. Always!

Joan
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 Events 

Shhhhhh!

Epiphany BINGO!

Silent Auction—
Epiphany 2022

Sunday, January 9th

First Church is looking for folks who would like
to submit a themed basket or items for a
Silent Auction on January 9th. Proceeds of the
auction will go to spiritual growth programming for all age groups, like adult retreats,
renown guest speakers, camp tuition, and
facility needs for children.
Fill your “spiritual cup” and another's by
donating a basket of goodies to be
auctioned off!
Contact Michelle Murray-Cline for details or
questions at 734-0243.

....and the not so Silent Auction
11 A.M. – 2 P.M.

FREE Soup Dinner with a Bingo Card
Folks will sit in Family/Friend Groups
Small charge for a dauber and extra Bingo Cards
Donations are always appreciated!

Camels are on the RUN to get to the celebration of the
Christ Child on January 9th at FPC. Join your church
family for a fabulous afternoon of fellowship with soup
& bread, playing Bingo for prizes, and making bids on
Silent Auction baskets.
BRING FRIENDS!!
Contact Michelle Murray-Cline
at 734-0243 if you have any
concerns or would love to assist!
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 Children’s Ministry News 
December Events
December 4- The Family Fellowship group
will be attending the “Toyland” performance
by the Wichita Children’s Theatre on
December 4 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Pizza
will be served.

Please contact Liz Norris for details and to
RSVP if you plan to attend. Tickets and space are limited.
(3207 E Douglas Ave, Wichita Ks)
December 5-Jesse Tree during worship service and Advent Workshop
after worship service in The Well from 10:45 to 1 p.m.
Things that are changing for Kid’s Club!!!
Kid’s Club will begin meeting on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. beginning
December 1. We will have a one room schoolhouse classroom located in
the nursery for ages Newborn- 6 years old. We also have a classroom for
children ages 7, 8, and 9. We will start out in the Youth Lounge on the third
floor with dinner, and we end our night by 8 p.m. If you have any questions,
please contact me directly. Liz Norris-Director of FPC Children’s Ministry

(Fall Festival Photos)
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 Youth Activities 
Youth Activities for DECEMBER 2021 (5th– 12th grade)
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there!
December 1 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m.
December 8 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m.
December 19 (Sunday) – Youth Choir sings during worship
December 24 (Friday) – Christmas Eve service
December 31-January 1 (Fri./Sat.) – New Year’s Eve Lock-In (Friday from 5 p.m.-Saturday at 11
a.m.) Need to contact me?
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook.

We are happy to give you a ride if needed.

Young Adult Activities for December 2021 (Ages 18-35)
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there!

December 4 (Saturday) – Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m.
December 11 (Saturday) – Young Adult Gathering at Whispering Winds Camp 4-8 p.m.
December 16 (Thursday) – Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m. at Spring Clean Laundromat
December 24 (Friday) – Christmas Eve Service

More opportunities for fellowship will be posted on our Young Adult page on Facebook and on our
group Messenger. Contact Geri Doll for more information.

FALL FESTIVAL A BIG SUCCESS!

On October 16, nearly 100 people came out to enjoy the beautiful fall weather and the Fall Festival at
Whispering Winds Camp. Many of our church family love to enjoy the camp this time of year along
with food, fun, music, and fellowship. There was a chili cookoff, ghoulish dessert contest, costume
contest, and a candy corn counting contest. We had a special mini concert by recording artist Mike
Leichner.
•
•
•
•

Chili Cookoff winner-DJ Spaeth
Ghoulish dessert winner-Sarah Guttierez
Costume contest winners-Elijah Salazar, Levi Bishop and Cassidy Steiner
Candy Corn counting contest-Sarah Guttierez

Many thanks to those who helped with set-up and clean-up and to those who attended this
fellowship opportunity.
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 Economy Corner

 PW Circle

Economy Corner News!!

PW Study Women in the Genealogy of
Jesus—December features Ruth

The Economy Corner had sales of
$11,906.88 during October 2021. FPC’s
share was $11,196.85 and Grace’s share
was $710.03. Our average daily sales for
October were $661.49. The daily average
sales for the year of 2021 is at $534.64.
We had seventy-seven vouchers redeemed,
which were equivalent to $1,505.75. Grace’s
share was $186.25.
When you are cleaning out your closets for
Christmas, please consider bringing items to
us. We are in need of winter clothes,
especially for men including sweaters, shirts,
jeans, hoodies, and coats. Thank you for all
your generous donations as we seek to
serve those less fortunate in our community.
Sadly, Martha Connor, a loyal volunteer who
wrote our monthly news articles, recently
passed away. She is greatly missed.
On a personal note, I so appreciated all the
beautiful cards, notes, and special parties
you held for me during my recent retirement.
I loved them all. May each of you have a very
blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We are so thankful for all of you.
~ Mary Rae Burgett

Book Chat Club News!
Reminder: Our Book Chat club has
already announced that we will not be
meeting in person at the church in
December. After that, we will evaluate
whether to resume meeting in person.

“What My Grandmothers Taught Me” learning
from the women in Matthew’s genealogy of
Jesus is the PW topic from the Horizons study
for this year. The fourth lesson features Ruth.
Her story is found in Ruth 1-2. In this lesson, the
first half of her story, we hear of loss and
famine. Ruth, who is from a despised foreign
group, and Naomi, her mother-in-law, show
how ordinary people can bring about divine
outcomes when they deal with each other with
loyal love.
Stephanie Bird-Hutchison will be the leader for
this lesson on Wednesday, December 8. It will
be held only via zoom. Plan to log on or call in
by 9:45 a.m. for “fellowship” so the lesson can
start promptly at 10 a.m.
For additional information contact Mary Knecht
at knechtmary@hotmail.com or 942-8068.

The Perfect Gift—CHRISTMAS JOY
Nov. 28th—Dec. 19th

Each year during
the Advent and
Christmas season,
we turn our eyes to
Bethlehem and
celebrate the
wondrous gift of
Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you
honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing
assistance to current and retired church workers
in their time of need and developing our future
leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color.
The Christmas Joy Offering culminates Dec. 19th.

If you have questions, feel free to email
Eleanor Hall at emomhall@yahoo.com or
call 316/617-9982.

Thank you for your gift!
Submitted by Patrice Cummings
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 Thank You 
LETTER OF APPRECIATION FOR THE ECONOMY CORNER
I am writing this to express my gratitude to all who give and on behalf of all who, by receiving, are one
step closer to God!
As one of the only completely blind kids in the small East-coast town where I grew up, I hardly ever got
to participate in the many explorations of childhood. Treasure and scavenger hunts; even "hide and
seek" was a challenge. I eventually learned that listening could sometimes reveal and help me find the
person I was after.
I was reminded of that thrill of discovery on a recent visit to the Economy Corner. A compilation of
Christian hits from the 90’s that hosted some of that decade's best songs was hidden among various
other C.D.’s! Finding that C.D. confirmed that the Economy Corner is the one place I can go where there
is always the chance to land a prize.
It could be something as simple as the wire folder rack I house my sheet pans in after baking or the
soap dispenser that keeps liquid dish soap handy when a few things need washing. The variety truly
excites my imagination. You can find everything from clothes and jewelry to books, audiobooks, and
crafting supplies!
What is almost as good, is that I save money! For me, bargains mean it's easier to cover the cost of
necessities like the silicone oil I use to care for my prosthetic eye. It is also a gift that the staff is helpful,
never leaving me to linger or feel like a stranger.
In these times of strain, stress, and drama, searching for a more tangible sense of community can seem
like a lost cause. When I'm at the Economy Corner I know that the generosity of others has once again
made me a winner. Moreover, someone else usually has a good story about snagging something special.
Maybe, that "sharing" is a kind of "community" in itself.
When we recognize that any way we can acknowledge and aid one another counts, we give hope
substance, which uplifts us all!
Thank you!
Katrina Wright
DILLON’S COMMUNITY REWARDS
Did you know that by participating in the
Dillon’s Community Rewards program, you
can help fund the programs at Whispering
Winds Camp? Our mission last year included
free swimming and/or lodging to hundreds
of swimmers and campers, including
Children’s Ministry, Youth, Young Adults,
Children’s Ministry, WRCC, Staff, and the
community.
It’s easy to participate. At the bottom of your
receipt from Dillon’s, it should say “First
Presbyterian Church.” If not, please enroll
on-line at www.dillons.com and identify
Organization BF935. Once you’re enrolled,
you won’t need to enroll again.
Thank you for your support!!!

Quilt Raffle!!
During the month of December through January 9th, the
Youth Group is selling raffle tickets for a quilt made by the
Dorcas Quilting group. It’s a full-size, multi-colored block
pattern quilt! Come by and see it on Sunday mornings in
The Well.
Tickets prices are the following:
$1 per ticket
$5 per 6 tickets
Questions?
Contact Geri Doll
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 Mission News 
Afghan Refugee Resettlement Update
Afghan families are arriving faster than scheduled and we need your help!
The government has moved up the deadline to resettle displaced Afghanis from March 30th to
February 15th, so they are arriving faster than anticipated. We have also started receiving refugees from Syria and the Sudan this month. The IRC (International Rescue Committee) is overwhelmed with the number of newcomers arriving… and the volunteer hours needed to sort
through donations and set up each household.
So, how can we help? WELCOME KITS
We can create pre-made welcome kits to speed up the process. We have chosen to create 50
Dinnerware Kits. Here’s what each kit will contain:
8 Dinner Plates
8 Drinking Glasses
8 Salad Plates
8 Mugs
8 Bowls
8 Silverware sets
You can help by donating any of the above items (new or very gently used) and the mission team
will make up the kits.
Or, if you’d like us to do the shopping for you, please send donations to the church office and
denote “welcome kits” on your gift.
Other donations of household goods are still welcome, of course.
Volunteers are still needed to:
•

•

Provide transportation to enroll kids in school,
get a drivers’ license, go to doctor appointments,
etc.
Help set up houses

If you would like to volunteer, sign up on the IRC website.
https://www.rescue.org/volunteer-opportunities/wichita-ks.
Housing: If you or someone you know has housing available for rent, please contact Patrice.
Housing is in short supply and will be a big challenge.

Thank you for your support!
God Bless You!
Submitted by Patrice Cummings
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CALENDAR
Wednesday, December 1
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)
6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL)
6:30 Adult Advent Class (Zoom/The
Well)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Saturday, December 4
8:00 Community Breakfast KIT/WDR)
11:30 Family Fellowship Event (Crown
Uptown Theatre)
Sunday, December 5
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming w/Jesse Tree
(Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:30 Deacons Mtg (C109)
10:45 Advent Workshop (The Well/)
11:45 Journey’s Class (Hobbs/Zoom)
Monday, December 6
11:30 KLC Experiment (WDR)
Tuesday, December 7
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)
4:30 Camp Comm. Mtg (Parlor)
5:30 Facilities Comm. Mtg (C109)
5:30 CE Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The Well)
Wednesday, December 8
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
10:00 PW Circle (Zoom)
6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL)
6:30 Adult Advent Class (Zoom/The
Well)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

Thursday, December 9
9:30 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC)
Saturday, December 11
9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109)
10:30 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg
(Parlor)
4:00 Young Adult Gathering (Camp)
Sunday, December 12
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:45 Congregational Mtg (Sanctuary)
11:00 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg
(Zoom/McComb)
11:45 Journey’s Class (Hobbs/Zoom)
Monday, December 13
4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom)
6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom)

Tuesday, December 14
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)
5:30 Finance Mtg (Hobbs/Zoom)
6:30 Stewardship Comm. Mtg
(Hobbs/Zoom)

Tuesday, December 21
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)
Wednesday, December 22
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Friday, December 24
7:00 Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service and Pageant
(Sanctuary)
Sunday, December 26
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
Tuesday, December 28
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
Wednesday, December 29
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Friday, December 31-Jan 1
5:00 Youth Lock-In (YL))

Wednesday, December 15
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)
6:30 Adult Advent Class (Zoom/The
Well)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Thursday, December 16
1:30 Book Club (Zoom)
5:00 Project Laundry (Offsite)
Sunday, December 19
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
11:45 Journey’s Class (Hobbs/Zoom)

The FPC 150th Anniversary
Cookbooks make a perfect
Christmas gift.
Contact Geri Doll or come by
the office on Monday through
Thursday between 9 a.m. and
1 p.m. to buy a cookbook. You
may also purchase a cookbook
on Sundays after worship.
They are only $15.

First Presbyterian Church
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214-3503

Poinsettia Orders
Poinsettias will once again adorn the Sanctuary
for the Advent season. If you would like to
purchase a poinsettia in memory of or in honor
of a loved one, the suggested donation is $12.
Please place your order by December 10.
Envelopes are located outside of the church
office.
If you mail your order to the church, please
make sure to notate that the donation is for a
poinsettia and who you would like it to be
dedicated to. This year we will not have the
poinsettia trees. It will be a
scaled down version with fewer
poinsettias that will be viewable
on our live streaming service.
Thank you!

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
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Wichita, KS

Submissions for January’s Presby
News are due December 15,
2021 at noon.

The editor reserves
the right to edit submitted
information for
content and space
availability.
Questions?
Contact Michelle Edwards at
publications@firstchurchwichita.org
or 263-0248.

