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JESSE TREE SERVICE 

This was a fun and meaningful 
service for our children and 

families during Advent.  
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 Congregational Care  

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members:  
Liz Norris & family, David Wade, Marc Turman, Jane McHugh,  
Rebecca Blanford, Heidi  & Sean Barker & family, Keaton  
Pedrino, Liz & Robert Workman, Susan Bentson, Molly & Roger 
Lyon, Jennifer Lewis, Marilyn Lewis, Barbara & Gilbert Addison, 
Melody & Kyle Stanberry and family, Jackson Haltom, Elfie  
Alexander,  Dwight Corrin, Pat Welker, and Carolyn & Ed 
Plavcan. 
 

Donn Mason 
Ruth Collingwood 
Gabriel Iwig 
Jim Graves 
Molly Lyon 
Janice Savute 
Persephone Dawson 
David Wade 
Tom Veatch 
Dylan Warner 
Pearl Whittit 
Liz Norris 
Stacey Rucker 
Cassandra Swenson  
   
 

  Jane McHugh 
  Bailey Bowles 
  Donna Hughes 
  Owen Barker 
  Jacob Ediger 
  Rosalie Klocke 
  Suzanna Stanberry 
  Heidi Barker 
  Judy Davis 
  Corbin Jones 
  Keaton Pedrino 
  Christal Jones 
  Taylor Gill  
    Jeff Van Sickle 
  Sharon Hartsel 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Pastor/Head of Staff 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Liz Norris 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

 

Gary Huffman 
Archivist/Assoc. Organist 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 Administrative Staff  
 
 

Michelle Edwards 
Administrative Assistant 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Sherri Miller 
Bookkeeper/Office Manager 
info@firstpresbywichita.org 

 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 
 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 

nfo@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  

 

 Looking Ahead to 2022 
 

 As 2021 draws to a close, what might 2022 hold in store for us? In some ways more of the 

same and in some ways something entirely new. The more of the same will most likely be all the 

uncertainty that forces beyond our control will bring and their impact on our lives. One such force is 

the social disruption that this pandemic has brought as we continue through the Greek Alphabet to 

name all the variants of Covid that have come our way. The most effective way to deal with the 

spread of this virus that has the power to cripple economies with one shut down after another and 

stretch our medical system up to and possibly at its breaking point will most likely continue to be 

testing and vaccinations. Another force beyond our control is global warming and the devastation it 

brings. The devastation caused this December by changing weather patterns; violent tornadoes, 

coastal hurricanes, and unpredictable seasons; has displaced many and will affect the growing 

seasons. Supply chain problems will persist in getting products made in one part of the world to 

where they are needed. The on-demand supply model has proven not to have the elasticity to cope 

with major disruptions that this pandemic or global warming has produced. In such times of  

uncertainty, what is a person, a company, or a nation to do?  

 Adaptive environments call for adaptive learning and adaptive solutions to make progress on 

the challenges that we are facing heading into 2022. Similar to the challenges Lewis and Clark  

discovered when they came upon the Rocky Mountains. The world in front of them looked like noth-

ing of the world behind them. It was time to ditch the canoes and traverse the Rocky Mountains and 

then the Sierra Madre Mountain range before building new canoes to make their way to the ocean 

via the Columbia River. In other words, the goal of the expedition did not change for Lewis and 

Clark, how they accomplished it did change.  

The situation Lewis and Clark faced relates to the adaptive environment this church faces. 

The goal of proclaiming and embodying the Good News of the Gospel in the heart of downtown 

Wichita does not change but how we accomplish it might, especially as we are now a small  

congregation inhabiting a large building. What is the vision for the future? Just as we cannot 

change the negative impact of forces larger than us, the best strategies are not to ignore those 

forces nor work harder but to adapt to those changes. For example, we cannot change the growing 

number of service providers to the homeless and mentally challenged in a four-block area around 

us. The efforts of those service providers have had a negative impact on the growth and vitality of 

the downtown churches, but we can seek to lessen this unfortunate side effect.  

(To be continued in my Annual Report article.) 

 

Truly, may God grant us the courage and the confidence to step into the  

future God has already prepared for us. 

   Grace and Peace, 



4 · First Presby News   Volume 53 Number 1 

 Adult Education   
Journeys Classes Coming in January 

 
The Journeys Class will offer, as its first class of the new year, a five-session class on 
prayer. The class is titled When You Pray: Original Research in Unexplored  
Territory.  
 
Beginning Sunday, January 9 we will begin meeting at 10:45 a.m. in the Parlor and via 
Zoom. The class will meet the 9th, 16th, and 23rd of January and the 6th and 13th of  
February. For the first class everyone will need the following: 
 

• Resource materials (available in the church office after Christmas or at the 
first session) 

• Bulletin for the January 9th worship service 
• Your favorite Bible  

 
Zoom invitations to the class will be sent ahead of each session. It is the over-the-top 
and unrealistic hope and prayer that the class will challenge and inspire you in your 
prayer life. Russ Davisson will lead this class. 
 
 

Volunteer Extraordinaire 
 
We hear every week that it is more blessed to give than to receive. If that is indeed 

true, then one of our church members is truly blessed. In September 2021, Cynthia Brinley, 
better known as “Sarge,” hit the 35,000-hour mark as a volunteer at the Robert J. Dole  
Medical Center. 
             
 Brinley began her service at the VA in 1992 after serving 21 years in the Army. She has 
helped as women’s veteran manager, chaplain’s aid, and will be helping with the  
substance abuse center. 
             
 Cynthia said “It’s a great place to be, and I am happy to be here because I am around 
the military. I feel more at home being with the veterans.” 
             
 Recently Brinley was featured on KSN-3 in their Positive 
Connections feature. She told the reporter that “she works  
between 24 and 30 hours each week and that she no longer 
goes in on Wednesdays because that is church day.” Cynthia 
sings in the Chancel Choir each week at FPC. 
             
 Anyone who knows Cynthia knows of her enthusiasm for 
what she does. She loves to tell anyone of her work and  
commitment to her volunteer efforts. 

 

~Submitted by Gary Huffman-Archivist  
               
                  (From KSN-3 Positive Connections) 
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 From the Parish Nurse   

WISE WORDS for the NEW YEAR 
 

“Choose Joy! Don’t wait for things 
to get easier, simpler, better. 

Life will always be complicated. 
Learn to be happy right now. 

Otherwise, you will run out of time. 
We can’t often choose our 

circumstances but we can better 
control our reactions and emotions. 

Choose Joy.” 
(Author Unknown) 

 
I came across this quote on Facebook and thought how true this is. We all have been 
through tough times especially with changes brought on by the pandemic. I believe that 
even through challenges and unforeseen circumstances we can find blessings and joy. Joy is 
really about what we do to respond more positively, despite our circumstances. We can  
respond to life’s trials with joy if we know that the Lord has a purpose and a plan and that 
He will guide us through no matter what.  
 
According to James 1:2-3, “Dear brothers, is your life full of difficulties and temptations? 
Then be happy, for when the way is rough, your patience has a chance to grow.” (Living 
Bible) The purpose for these trials that we all experience is to produce patience and  
endurance. We can respond with joy and be glad because we know that God is with us and 
will provide for our needs. Joy is an intentional choice and is always intertwined with  
gratitude. Grateful people are joy filled godly people. As we begin a New Year, may we 
choose joy in all times and express gratitude through kindness and love to all.  

 
 
 

Have a Blessed, Healthy, and Joyous New Year!! 

 

Joan 
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 Children’s Ministry News  

We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and wish you a Happy New Year!  
 

We celebrated a great Christmas season with many of our families. The Children’s 
Ministry is looking forward to the New Year with the return of Kid’s Club on  
Wednesday nights which includes food, fun, and fellowship. Thank you for all the  
parents, volunteers, staff, and church members who support our mission at First  
Presbyterian Church.  

 
 
 

(Pictured below are Kid’s Club cookie decorating in The Well and our special event trip  
to Crown Uptown Theatre to see the performance of “Toyland”.) 

Children Activities during January 
 

Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there! 
 
January 9 (Sunday) - Epiphany Soup and Big Bang Bingo in the East Dining Room 

following the 9:30 worship service.  

January 12 (Wednesday) - Kid’s Club on the third floor from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

January 19 (Wednesday) - Kid’s Club on the third floor from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

January 26 (Wednesday) - Kid’s Club on the third floor from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at info@firstchurchwichita.org. 
or you may call or text me at 214-4318. Thank you!  
 
 

Liz Norris-Children’s Ministry Director 
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 Youth Activities  

A Year End Note from the Director of Youth & Young Adults 
As we come to the close of another year, I wanted to reflect on a few things that I recall when I 

think about 2021. I will not go into great detail because that information will be in my annual re-

port.  
 

We started Youth Club in March and went all the way through May. The senior high youth stud-

ied the PCUSA confirmation curriculum. After taking the summer off, Youth Club  

started back up in September and went all the way through early December. We had between 

35-40 children, youth, and adults at every Wednesday night meeting. Our teachers and  

volunteers were awesome and dedicated to making the short time we had for Bible study  

meaningful. We even started having a small youth choir this past semester.  
 

Our Young Adult group continues to thrive and in April, we added a mission project for them to 

oversee, Project Laundry. I have noticed that in the 8 months we have been doing this project, 

the crowds have grown. Word has gotten out that we are there every month. Every time we are 

there, at least one person comes up and asks us to pray with them. We have people who are 

waiting for us when we arrive, eager to help us unload the car and set things up. (In October we 

started handing out snacks, water bottles and hygiene items.) We have a lady who tells us every 

month that her disabled son loves to read our insert cards and memorize the Bible verses  

printed on them. In addition to Project Laundry, I try to have our Young Adults meet once a 

month.  
 

These are just a small sampling of what has been going on in the Youth and Young Adult  

Ministries. Thank you to the congregation for your continued support and your prayers.  

 

Happy New Year! ~ Geri Doll 

 

Youth Activities (5th-12th grade) for January 2022 
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there! 

 

January 1 (Saturday) – Youth at Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m. 

January 9 (Sunday) – Epiphany Soup Lunch & Big Bang Bingo! 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

January 12 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m. 

January 19 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m. 

January 26 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m. 

We are happy to give you a ride if needed. 

 

Young Adult (Ages 18-35) Activities for January 2022 
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there! 

 

January 1 (Saturday) – Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m. 

January 9 (Sunday) – Epiphany Soup Lunch & Big Bang Bingo! 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

January 20 (Thursday) – Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m. @ Spring Clean Laundromat 

January 30 (Sunday) – Congregational meeting (For those who are members, you should plan 

to be present.) 

More events will be added on our Young Adult Facebook page.  

 

Need to contact me? Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855 or email me at 
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Economy Corner had sales of 
$13,378.23 for November 2021.First’s 
share was $12,495.49 and Grace’s 
share was $882.74.This is the highest 
month we have ever had. We had 
three $900.00 days and a daily  
average of $786.95. 
 
We helped others with 71 vouchers  
totaling $1,348.50.First’s share was 
$1,201.50 and Grace’s share was 
$147.00. 
 
We again thank you for your support 
and donations. However, if your closet 
is again too full after your Christmas  
presents, we still need HELP with our 
scarcity of men’s clothing. We have 
more men using vouchers than  
women and children. 
 
Thank you to both Congregations for 
their generous donations of goods and 
time which help us to help so many in 
need in our urban community.  
 

 
May each of you have a 

blessed New Year! 

 PW Circle   Economy Corner  

PW study Women in the Genealogy of 
Jesus—January features Ruth  

 
“What My Grandmothers Taught Me”  
learning from the women in Matthew’s  
genealogy of Jesus is the PW topic from the 
Horizons study for this year.  
 
The fifth lesson is the part two story of Ruth. 
This story is found in Ruth 3-4. Ruth and  
Naomi, who started out empty and bereft, 
are filled and redeemed through the honesty 
and care they show one another. The foreign 
daughter-in-law is praised for her  
faithfulness, and, in the end, Ruth is shown 
to be the main reason King David’s family 
line can continue.  
 
Peggy Church will be the leader for this  
lesson on Wednesday, January 12. It will be 
held only via Zoom. Plan to log on or call in 
by 9:45 a.m. for “fellowship” so the lesson 
can start promptly at 10 a.m. For additional 
information contact Mary Knecht at 942-
8068 or knechtmary@hotmail.com.  
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 Minute for Mission  

     COMMUNITY BREAKFAST SING-A-LONG 
  

 December Community Breakfast Guests Treated to Christmas Music 

The guests at the December Community Breakfast received more than a delicious hot 
breakfast prepared by DJ Spaeth, Alice Price, and their amazing volunteers. They were also 
treated to Christmas music performed by Chris Fox (bass), SheauKang Hew (piano), Brent 
Duncan (guitar), and Jayla Smith (vocals). 

 
The idea to have music at the Community Breakfast was a 
“Bridge To The Future” experiment born out of the Mission 
Commission’s desire to reach out to our homeless and 
near-homeless brothers and sisters. Matthew 25 
commands us to actively engage in the world around us so 
our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities. 
 
 
As we reach out to act boldly and compassionately to serve people who are hungry,  
oppressed, imprisoned or poor, we look for ways to engage those we serve and feed the 
body and the soul. Jesus didn’t expect the poor and oppressed to come to the synagogue, 
He went out among the people to meet them where they were. Our downtown church is in 
the middle of an underserved community. Let’s continue to “meet them where they are.” 

 

God bless you for your support of the Community Breakfast. We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

~ Submitted by Patrice Cummings 

Together, they led us all in  
favorite Christmas carols such 
as Joy to the World, O’ Little 
Town of Bethlehem, O’ Come 
All Ye Faithful, and so many 
more. We even had a rousing  
rendition of Feliz Navidad!  
 
Guests that we spoke to loved  
hearing familiar Christmas 
music. We may have to keep 
these guys around! 
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 Epiphany 2022  

 

Thank you to all who  
volunteer their time and  

efforts to support the church. Despite 
these difficult times we were able to 
provide activities and care packages, 

 complete local missions,  
community breakfasts, and provide 

assistance getting items and  
delivering them for those in need.  

We appreciate all you do! 
 

Thank You! 

EPIPHANY BINGO 2022 ON JANUARY 9 
Epiphany BINGO....and the not so Silent Auction are on Sunday, January 9 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Join 
your church family for a fabulous afternoon of fellowship with soup, salad & bread, while playing Bingo 
for prizes, and making bids on Silent Auction baskets. BRING FRIENDS!! 
 

• FREE Soup Dinner with a Bingo Card 
• Folks will sit in Family/Friend Groups 
• Small charge for a dauber and extra Bingo Cards 

 
Donations are always appreciated! All proceeds of the Silent Auction will go 
to support spiritual growth and renewal of our congregation as we celebrate 
151 years of being the First Church of Wichita!  
 

Contact Michelle Murray-Cline at 734-0243 for details or if you would love to help! 
 

Shhhhhh! Silent Auction—Epiphany 2022 
First Church is looking for folks who would like to give a themed basket or items for a Silent Auction on 
January 9th. Silent Auction items can be a “themed” basket, artwork, a service, or even a gift certificate 
from your business. All items for the auction need to be delivered to the church by Sunday, 
January 2nd to catalogue the baskets for the auction. If by chance you need to turn in your donation to 
the auction earlier or later, you can contact Michelle Murray-Cline. When you deliver your item, you 
will need to fill out some information about your donation. Thank you for supporting your church 
family! 

Fill your “spiritual cup” and another’s by donating a basket of  goodies to be auctioned off! 
Contact Michelle Murray-Cline for details or questions at 734-0243. 

Quilt Raffle!! 
 

During the month of December through 

January 9th, the Youth Group is selling raffle 

tickets for a quilt made by the Dorcas 

Quilting group.  

 

It is a full-size, multi-colored block pattern 

quilt! Come by and see it on Sunday 

mornings in The Well. Ticket prices are as 

follows:  

• $1 per ticket    

• $5 for 6 tickets 
 

 

 

 

Questions? See Geri Doll 
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Saturday, January  1 
Office & EC Closed New Year’s Day 
 7:00 Youth Lock-In Continued 
  (YL)  
 8:00 Community Breakfast 

(EDR, WDR, KIT) 
  

Sunday, January 2 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 

Rm)  
 9:30 Worship  (Sanctuary) In-

person & Live Streaming 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
  

Tuesday, January 4 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well/MS 

Teams)  
 3:30 Facilities Mtg (C109) 
 4:30 Camp Comm. Mtg (Parlor)  
 5:30 CE Comm. Mtg (The 

Well/Zoom) 
  

Wednesday, January 5 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  (Sanctuary) 
 

Saturday, January 8 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109)  
 10:30 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg 

(Parlor) 
 

Sunday, January 9 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 

Rm)  
 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-

person & Live Streaming 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Journey’s Class 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
 11:00 Epiphany Big Bang Bingo 

(WDR) 
  

Monday, January 10 
 4:30 Personnel Meeting (Zoom) 
   6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom) 

 

Tuesday, January 11 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well/) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The 

Well/) 
 5:30 Finance Mtg 

(Zoom/Hobbs) 
 6:30 Stewardship Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom/Hobbs) 
  

Wednesday, January 12 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105 ) 
 10:00 PW Study Circle (Zoom) 
 6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  (Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday, January 13 
 11:34 EC Board Mtg & Lunch 
  (The Well) 
 

Sunday, January 16 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 

Rm)  
 9:30 Worship  (Sanctuary) In-

person & Live Streaming 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Journey’s Class 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, January 18 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The 

Well) 
 6:30 Session Mtg 

(Zoom/Hobbs) 
  

Wednesday, January 19 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105  
 6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  (Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday, January 20 
 1:30 Book Club (Zoom) 
 5:00 Project Laundry (Offsite) 
 

 
 

Sunday, January 23 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 

Rm)  
 9:30 Worship  (Sanctuary) In-

person & Live Streaming 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Journeys Class (Zoom) 
 10:45 Deacon’s Mtg (C109) 

  

Tuesday, January 25 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The 

Well) 
 

Wednesday, January 26 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  (Sanctuary) 

 
Sunday, January 30 

 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
Rm)  

 9:30 Worship  (Sanctuary) In-
person & Live Streaming 

 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 11:00 Congregational Mtg 

(Sanctuary/Zoom) 
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Has Your Address Changed? 
Please remember to inform 
the church office if your 
home address, telephone 
number or e-mail address 
changes. Thanks for your 
help! 

The February 
Presby News 

Deadline is Friday 
January 14, at 

NOON. 

 
The editor reserves the right to edit  

submitted information for content and 
space availability.  

 
Questions? Contact Michelle Edwards at 

263-0248 or email  
publications@firstchurchwichita.org 


