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 Congregational Care  

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These  
Members: 
Carol Haltom, Chris Kubik, Myrna McClure, Bill  
DeVore, Sierra Coldwater, Jill & Eric Coldwater, Jack & 
Mary Hollowell, Judy Bogart, Katie Waddell-Ritz and 
family, Bob Moore, Kathy McVey, Carol Orr, Mary & 
Sam Knecht, Glen & Janet Shurtz, Kelly & Christina  
Hibargarger and family, Dorothy & Terry McManis,  
David Miller and Mary & Steve Specht.  

 2 Michelle Murray-Cline 
 3 Wade Brodin 
 4 Griffin Barker  
 5 Kelly Hibarger 
  Myrna McClure 
 9  Carissa Christensen 
11 Phil Michel 
13 Megan Cabrales 
14  Bob Moore 
  Glen Shurtz 
15 Eric Engstrom 
16  Greg Brown 
  Ann Gill 
  Lee Nora Noel 
  Jane Rhoads 
17  Steven Harper 
  Judy Weber 
 

18 Roger Klocke 
19 Liz Lang 
21 Eli Fox  
  Brandon Jones 
23  Joanna Ediger 
  Ashley Haltom 
  Lilly-Ann Huffman 
  Sara Wilkes 
25  Katherine Inman 
27  Francie Copeland 
  Adriana Mau 
28 Warren Hellwig 
29  Stan Koehn 
  Mary Specht 
30  Roseann Waller 
31  Gary Booher 
  Brian Geering 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Pastor/Head of Staff 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Norris 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

 

Gary Huffman 
Archivist/Assoc. Organist 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 Administrative Staff  
 

Michelle Edwards 
Administrative Assistant 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Sherri Miller 
Bookkeeper 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  
Bridge to the Future  
The case study/action guide that the KLC Transformation Team has been producing with the  
assistance of the KLC (Kansas Leadership Center) is almost finished. Once it is complete, a  
conversation in 3 parts will take place. The conversation will help us diagnose the situation 
properly and better understand the challenges we face. In addition, it will enable us to begin to 
explore the future that God is calling us into as an ongoing presence of the risen Christ in down-
town Wichita might look like. The dates have been selected for the congregation wide conversa-
tion. They will occur on Sunday, mid-morning from 10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Lunch and child-care 
will be provided. This conversation will take place in person and on Zoom. The invitation to this 
three-part conversation will be communicated via a congregational wide letter, bulletin  
announcements, and a newsletter article. We want to assure that all participants in the life of our 
church are informed of the opportunity to participate in this important endeavor to move this 
congregation forward to embrace the future God has prepared. So, put the following dates on 
your calendar and rsvp at info@firstchurchwichita.org about whether you plan to attend in  
person or via Zoom. Again, lunch and child-care will be provided for each meeting date. 

 

• Dates: July 18, 2021, August 1, 2021, August 15, 2021  
 
• Time: 10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. each date 

 

The Class of 2024  
Officer Training for the Class of 2024 was held on Saturday, June 12 from 9 a.m. to noon in The 
Well. As in years past, Melinda Sears assisted me by informing the Elders of the Class of 2024 on 
the operational workings of the Session, the format for commission minutes and reports to  
Session, and the requirements for submitting the reports and minutes. Due to Covid concerns 
and vacation schedules, we will be examining and installing members of the Class of 2024 at the 
June 15 Session meeting or July 20 Session meeting. In addition, I will be proposing that we  
reorganize the work of the Deacons to better reflect the new reality post Covid to include greet-
ing/ushering/flower delivery on the Sunday assigned, as well as continuing to contact members 
of our congregation through the phone tree set up by Sheli Blessant.  
 

Summer Plans  
I am delighted that Emma will be coming to Wichita for several weeks from a year-long stay in 
Barcelona, Spain. After her stay in Wichita, she will be going to Portland, Oregon, for an intern-
ship with an agency that will enable her to use her Spanish and Russian. Andrew participated in 
graduation ceremonies at Northwestern the weekend of June 11- 13. Catherine was there to see 
him get his diploma. Catherine is also assisting in teaching a summer newcomer class as a Para-
Professional. I will be having gallbladder surgery on June 30. If all goes well with the surgery,  
recovery should only take a few days. Not exactly what I had in mind for this summer, but health 
comes first or else one pays a steep price.  
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Brent 
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 KLC Transformation Team News   

INTRODUCTION: 
First Presbyterian Church will engage members with varied experiences within our 
congregation in an in-depth conversation. The conversation will explore the question: How 
do we identify and live out our unique mission and purpose considering the challenges we 
face and the possibilities ahead? 
 

THE PURPOSE IS TO: 
 

1. Build our capacity to discuss tough issues among members with varied perspectives about how 
we live out our mission and purpose. “Several members said they would be willing to give up things 
they hold dear – styles of worship, certain mission activities, or even the building in some cases – if 
they had a clear vision of what they would be giving them up for.” Bridge to the Future 
Conversation Guide Page 4.  
 

2. Experience the reality of both loss and opportunity so that planning becomes possible. These 
are not planning sessions. This is a conversation to prepare the heart of our congregation to move 
into a time of experimentation, learning, and new direction  for the future.  
 

3. Help more people understand what it looks like to adapt in the face of tough challenges and what 
is required of those brave enough to explore.  
 

A three-part conversation will use the Bridge to the Future Conversation Guide developed by the 
Kansas Leadership Center and our Transformation Team based on nearly 30 interviews and 
surveys conducted with First Presbyterian members representing various perspectives about our 
current and future challenges. This effort was inspired by the book “Canoeing the Mountains:  
Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory”by Tod Bolsinger.  
 

The three sessions outlined below are meant to be one conversation. Participants will be assigned 
to the same groups throughout the conversation and are strongly encouraged to attend all three 
sessions.  
 

Electronic and printed copies of the Bridge to the Future Conversation Guide Section 1 will be 
distributed in advance of Sessions 1 and 2. Conversation Guide Section 2 will be distributed prior 
to Session 3. Participants are expected to read and reflect on the Guide in advance of each 
session. 
 

HOW DO I PARTICIPATE? 
Make a reservation by calling the church office at 263-0248 or e-mailing the church at  
info@firstchurchwichita.org. Sessions will be held in person and will include a box lunch. For those 
who would rather attend virtually, a ZOOM link will be provided. Please specify in your reservation 
if you will be attending in person or virtually via ZOOM. 
 

See following page for session dates and times. 
 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION: JULY 11 
QUESTIONS?  
Contact Cynthia Berner at 641-7587 or ictbooks@gmail.com. 

 Bridge to the Future: 
 

Understanding and Embracing Our Congregation’s Adaptive Challenge 
 

FACILITATED BY THE KANSAS LEADERSHIP CENTER (KLC) 
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 KLC Transformation Team News   

 Bridge to the Future Conversation 

SESSION 1 
JULY 18 

10:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
The Landscape: Setting the Stage 

and Reflecting on The Current  
Situation 

Bridge to the Future  
Conversation Guide Sections  

1.1 and 1.2 

SESSION 2 
AUGUST 1 

10:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
Our Challenge: The Building, the 

Spirit of the Congregation, and the  
Capacity for Change  
Bridge to the Future  

Conversation Guide Sections 
1.3 and 1.4 

SESSION 3 
AUGUST 15 

10:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
The World in Front of Us: Paths First 

Presbyterian Church Could Take; 
Live for the Future  

Bridge to the Future  
Conversation Guide Sections  

2.1 and 2.2 

“Exploration teaches us to see 

the familiar through a new 

frame.” Canoeing the Mountains 
 

“Try to slay an adaptive challenge 

with technical solutions and you’ll 

find yourself facing a bigger  

challenge than before.” 

KLC Your Leadership Edge 
 

Based on selected questions from 

Conversation Guide Sections 1.1 and 

1.2., we will explore the most 

 important adaptive challenges and 

competing values we face as a  

congregation. 

• Given the issues surfaced in the  

Guide, what does it mean to be the  

First Presbyterian Church? What can  

we explore that is unique, compelling,  

and different than other churches with  

similar mission and purpose state-

ments?  

• To get there, what competing values 

need to be examined?  
 

First Presbyterian Mission Statement 
In response to the love and grace 

of God, First Presbyterian Church of 

Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of  

believers bound together to glorify God 

and to proclaim the good news of  

Jesus Christ through worship, spiritual 

nurturing, education, and mission to all 

people. 

“We must escape the unending 

treadmill of trying harder – 

looking for answers instead  

of reframing questions. 

”Canoeing the Mountains 
 

“Exercising leadership requires 

us to generate numerous ways 

to understand an issue and  

multiple paths forward.”  

KLC Your Leadership Edge 
 

Reflecting on Session 1 discussions 

about our unique and compelling pur-

pose, what we are willing and unwill-

ing to change? We will explore 

the assumptions our congregation 

must test to make needed progress.  
 

• What are two to three basic  

elements of our church’s culture? 

(Our DNA.)  

• What do you think cannot change? 

• What are you willing to give  

up or see changed?  

• What assumptions about our  

building need to be tested?  

“The world in front of us is noth-

ing like the world behind us.  

Exploration requires us to  

become expert experimenters.”  

Canoeing the Mountains 
 

“Big challenges – adaptive chal-

lenges, have no clear solution. 

Progress is made when you take 

an experimental approach.”  

KLC Your Leadership Edge 
 

Based on Session 1 and 2, we will 

explore what is required of us to make 

progress and how to make the work 

ahead more trustworthy for all in-

volved.  

• What additional conversations  

may be needed to make progress?  

• What can we do to make the  

process of exploring our future  

trustworthy for all involved? 

• What will it take to give up the  

security of the of the present  

for the possible but uncertain  

gain of the future? 

Reports from all conversation groups will be compiled for further reflection and sharing among members. A 
record of these conversations will help us experiment in new ways to discover and live into our unique and 

compelling future.  
QUESTIONS? 

Contact Cynthia Berner at 641-7587 or ictbooks@gmail.com.  

Core Purpose 
Our purpose is to witness to the presence of the risen Christ in the 

world and for the world.  

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around 

us, so our faith comes alive, and we wake up to new possibilities.  
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 Children’s Ministry News  

I would like to say a big thank you to the volunteers, parents, children, youth, and staff for  
being a part of camps in 2021. Thanks to your generosity we ran two very successful camps. 
Whether you volunteered to drive the van each day, run a station at VBS or just offered a  
donation we are so thankful for your support. The children had two wonderful weeks of 
learning about how God, nature, their own abilities to problem solve, and fellowship with 
adults and youth. The whole experience was enriching from the youngest attendee to the 
oldest.  
 

      

   
 

 

Upcoming Events 
We would love you to join the  Family Fellowship group at the Goddard Splash Pad for 
fellowship, water fun, &  snow cones. 
 

When: July 31 at  4 p.m.  
Please bring your swim gear, towel, sunscreen, and  lawn chairs.  We will cover the cost of 
the snow cones.  
 

When:  August 29th: Bikes and trikes in the park at Sedgwick  country park at 6 p.m.  
 

When:  September 26th: Sedgwick county zoo! Time to be announced. More information to 
come!  
 
Please be watching your mail for our postcard of more exciting upcoming events. If you 
would like to be included in our mailing list, please contact me directly. 

 
~ Liz Norris 
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities for July 2021 
Youth Group 
Every Sunday in July-We would love to see you at church! The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
 
July 4-Sunday-No Organized Summer Splash-If you want to swim at the camp pool, tell the pool 
supervisor you are in the Youth Group, and you’ll swim for free. (2-5 p.m.) 
 
July 11-Sunday- Summer Splash-The van will leave the church at noon and return at 5:30 p.m. If 
you are driving to the camp for splash, you can arrive at 1:00 p.m. (You will need to arrange for a ride 
home from the church.) 
 
July 18-Sunday-Senior High youth leave for Leadville, Colorado, at 6:30 a.m. 
 
No Organized Summer Splash-If you want to swim at the camp pool, tell the pool supervisor you 
are in the Youth Group, and you’ll swim for free. (2-5 p.m.) 
 
July 25-Sunday-Senior High youth return from mission trip 
 
No Organized Summer Splash-If you want to swim at the camp pool, tell the pool supervisor you 
are in the Youth Group, and you’ll swim for free. (2-5 p.m.) 
 
Need to contact me?  
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook. 
 
Young Adults 
Our Project Laundry event for July will be on July 15 at Spring Clean North. We will be posting about 
future events on our Facebook page. These will include young adult gatherings and young adult 
Splash at Whispering Winds camp! 

SUMMER FUN AT WHISPERING WINDS 
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 News from the  
Economy Corner 

    The Economy Corner had sales of 
$9,008.76 during May 2021. This was equiv-
alent to 85% of May 2019 sales. FPC’s share 
was $8,254.54.and Grace’s was $754.22. 
We had 52 vouchers redeemed which were 
equivalent to $813.75. First’s share was 
$691.75, and Grace’s was $122.  
 
The Corner is the recipient of a large  
donation. It was decided that it should be 
spent to replace the carpet that was  
installed in 2008. We are beginning the  
planning process for changing out the front of 
the store carpet. 
 
We are so grateful for all your donations. We 
rely on and appreciate your assistance with 
our Mission of providing our urban  
community with daily necessities. 

 
THANK YOU! 

 Economy Corner  

COOKBOOK NEWS! 
 

The Hospitality and Evangelism Commission is 
proud to announce that the First Presbyterian 
150th Anniversary Cookbook is finally in print! 
Thank you to everyone who submitted recipes, 
stories, and photos for the cookbook. While the 
final version is a little different than originally  
imagined, we are very excited as to how it 
turned out! 
 

We would also like to say a special thank you to 
Cleo Richards and Teresa Lang for their hard 
work and dedication with compiling, typing, and 
entering the recipes to the cookbook website!  
 

The cookbooks are available for purchase in 
The Well on Sundays or in the church office on 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The cookbooks are priced at $15 each, and all 
proceeds will go to the FPC seed fund. 

 Congratulations  

You’re Invited to 

celebrate in Iain’s  

Accomplishment! 
 

Eagle Court of Honor 

for Iain Cline 
 

Saturday, July 31st at 10 A.M. 
 

First Presbyterian Church  

Reception following in The Well 
 

From Troop 577 in West Wichita, 

Iain has been an active Scout since 

2009. He completed his Eagle pro-

ject at Goddard High School in April 

2021. 
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 Mission News  

Minute for Mission-El Salvador 
Submitted by Patrice Cummings 

We are so pleased to share with you… 

Maria Haydeé Díaz Méndez,  scholarship  recipient,  Rio de los Bueyes,  

El Salvador, graduated May 28, 2021 from Universidad Gerardo Barrio,  

College of Science and Humanities in English Language Studies…  

thanks to your support. 

 

 

 

“Thank you very much for your support during all these years and 
for helping us to achieve our dreams. I will forever be grateful to 

each of the people who contributed to my life project.”  
Haydeé 

“My parents accompanying me on this 
day is so  

important to me.  
They are my life, I love them. They are 

also very grateful to each of you.”  
Haydeé 

“Thank you very much, may God 
bless each one of you.  
Thank you, thank you!”  Haydeé 

Haydee and friends 
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 Minute for Mission  

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL  
BACKPACK BASH 

 

Saturday, August 7, 2021 
10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

East & West Dining Rooms 

6th Annual Backpack Bash! 
It’s that time again! And, we’re back!  

This year’s Back-to-School Bash will be held inside with safety protocols in place. 

We will once again provide school supplies and backpacks for refugee families that need help  
getting students ready to return to school. This year, we will allow students to choose and fill their 
own backpacks as we have in the past. 

There are 3 ways you can help! 

In order to minimize the health risk, we are once again ordering preassembled backpacks. They will 
come filled with most of the supplies the students need, but we will need to buy the  
missing items. 

1. If you prefer NOT to get out and shop, but still want to help, you can send a monetary  
donation. This will be a great help towards purchasing what is needed.  

• Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church (memo: Refugee School Supplies) 

2. If you want to shop online or in stores and donate supplies, here’s a list of what we need: 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

• Drop off supply donations at FPC by July 26th during the hours of 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mon-
Thurs. 

3. We need volunteers for the following: 

• Set up Friday, Aug. 6th from 10 a.m. to noon. 

• Personal shoppers and helpers Saturday, Aug. 7th 10:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

To volunteer, contact Patrice Cummings at pcummings066@gmail.com or 316-841-6553. 
Let’s return to the fun environment of years past and help students prepare for a successful  
return to in-person learning! 

       

 “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Description Quantity 

150-200 Count Wide Rule Notebook Paper 325 pks 

Dividers for Binders 200 

Crayola 24 Count Crayons 200 

Crayola 8-20 Count Markers - THICK 200 

Crayola Colored Pencils 180 
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Saturday, July 3 
 8:00 Community Breakfast 

(EDR/WDR/KIT) 
 

Sunday, July 4 
 9:30 Worship- In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
  

Tuesday, July 6 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (The Well)  
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 5:30 Facilities Mtg (Zoom) 
 5:30 Christian Ed Mtg (Zoom) 

 
Wednesday, July 7 

 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 

Saturday,  July 10 
 10:30 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg 

(Parlor) 
 

Sunday, July 11 
 9:30  Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming  (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship & Baptism 
  Camp (Camp) 
 11:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom) 
 1:00 Summer Splash (Camp) 
 

Monday, July 12 
 4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom) 
 6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The 

Well) 
 

Tuesday, July 13 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The 

Well) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 5:30 Finance Mtg (The Well/Zoom) 
 6:30 Stewardship Mtg (Zoom/Parlor) 

 
Wednesday, July 14 

 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
  

Thursday, July 16 
 1:30 Book Club (C109) 

Sunday, July 18 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 10:45 KLC-Bridge to the Future (The 

Well/EDR/Zoom) 
 1:00 Summer Splash (Camp) 
  

Tuesday, July 20 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The 

Well)\ 
 6:30 Session Mtg (The Well) 
  

Wednesday, June 21 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
  

Sunday, July 25 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
  

Tuesday, July 27 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The 

Well) 
  

Wednesday, July 28 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 

Saturday,  July 31 
 4:00 Goddard Splash Pad 

 
DILLON’S COMMUNITY REWARDS 

     Did you know that by participating in 
the Dillon’s Community Rewards 
program, you can help fund the 
programs at Whispering Winds Camp? 
     Our mission last year included free 
swimming and /or lodging to hundreds 
of swimmers and campers, including 
Children’s Ministry, Youth, Young 
Adults, Children’s Ministry, WRCC, Staff, 
and the community.   
      It’s easy to participate. At the bottom 
of your receipt from Dillon’s, it should 
say “First Presbyterian Church.” If not, 
please enroll on-line at 
www.dillons.com and identify 
Organization BF935.  Once you’re 
enrolled, you won’t need to enroll again.  

 
Thank you for your support!!! 

Columbarium Update   
and Information 

 

The Shirley Tilford Memorial 
Garden is a beautifully 
landscaped space that includes 
a semi-circular fountain and 
benches for meditation. The 
garden is sacred ground that 
speaks of life and immortality 
which brings comfort and hope 
to those who participate in the 
Christian life.  

Our Columbarium, located in 
the Shirley Tilford Memorial 
Garden, offers a place of 
interment for members of First 
Presbyterian Church. We know 
that considering final 
arrangements can be difficult. 
In an effort to reduce any stress 
to you and/or your loved ones, 
if you wish to be interred in a 
niche, you should consider 
purchasing the niche sooner 
rather than later. We have 
twenty-seven open niches in 
our Columbarium at this 
time.  

If you are a member of FPC 
and wish to purchase a niche 
for yourself or members of 
your family (spouse and 
children), please contact the 
church office for the required 
paperwork. Also, please note 
that the cost of a niche is $725, 
and the current cost of the 
required plaque is $164. 

 CALENDAR 

http://www.dillons.com
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Submissions for August’s Presby 
News are due Thursday, July 15, 

2021 at noon. 

The editor reserves  
the right to edit submitted  
information for  
content and space  
availability.  

Questions?  
Contact Michelle Edwards 

at  
publications@firstchurchwichita.org 

or 263-0248. 

A NEW WAY TO DONATE USING BY AMAZON ON YOUR 
SMART PHONE 

Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Am-
azon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply follow the in-
structions below to select "First Presbyterian Church" as 
your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They 
will donate a portion of your eligible mobile app purchas-
es to us.  
How it works:  
1. Open the Amazon application on your phone  
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within 
Programs & Features  
3. Select "First Presbyterian Church" as your charity  
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate Ama-
zonSmile in the mobile application. 


