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Mission Statement

In response to the love and grace of
God, First Presbyterian Church of
Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of
believers bound together to glorify God
and to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ through worship,
spiritual nurturing, education and
mission to all people.

“In the Heart of the City, In the Heart of God”
June 2021 ● Volume 52, Number 6

Minute for Mission
Immigrant Heritage Celebration
Submitted by Patrice Cummings

Immigrant Heritage Celebration Link

https://www.facebook.com/events/156460446389266
Celebrate with us on Saturday, June 26th from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
on the Facebook Community Events page.
A Facebook Live Community Celebration of Immigrants will
feature the 2021 Immigrant Heritage Awards, and the 2021
Immigrant Heritage Scholarships. This event is sponsored by
the Immigration Advocacy Network and the Immigration
Support Services Network (ISSN).

Join us!

FPC Information:
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214
(316) 263-0248
info@firstchurchwichita.org
www.firstchurchwichita.org
Sunday Worship
Schedule
Worship 9:30 a.m.
(Sanctuary)
In-Person and
Live Streaming

WE INVITE YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR
BLANKET BONANZA!

The FPC Mission Commission has contributed $2000 and
joined with Grace to create duffle bags filled with basic
hygiene items for survivors who have been rescued in
Wichita. We still need 35 blankets to complete these
“survival bags.”

THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS NOW !
Please bring a new blanket to the church by June 13th and
place it in the bin across from the office. In the meantime,
we will keep you posted on our progress.
THANK YOU!
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The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston
Pastor/Head of Staff
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Joan Aldrich
Parish Nurse
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Geri Doll
Director of Youth Ministry
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Liz Norris
Director of Children’s Ministry
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Steve Bixler
Director of Music
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Mark Sweeney
Organist
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 Congregational Care 
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These
Members:
Aimee & Dean Wallace, Michelle & Jeremy Britting,
Jim Gross, Mark & Phyllis Robertson, Tom & Peggy
Church, Jerry Devins, Todd & Angelia Jones, and
Tarl & Brandon, Donna Coldwater, Bill & Francie
Copeland, Jim & Karen Graves, Scott & Sarah
Lyon, John Doll, Eleanor Hall, Sara Hutchison, Judy
& Phil Michel, Joel & Sheli Blessant, Zach Blessant,
Ruth Collingwood, Gary & Sharon Gates, Carissa
Christensen, Jack & Jan Harrison, Melinda &
Sheldon Sears, Tom & Monze Basham and family,
Gary & Lilly-Ann Huffman, Nancy Clausing, and Eric
Engstrom.

 Administrative Staff 

Michelle Edwards
Administrative Assistant
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Sherri Miller
Bookkeeper
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Roy Yarbrough
Facilities Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Mary Burgett
Economy Corner On-Site Manager
Phyllis Robertson
Economy Corner On-Site Manager
Dave Duncan
Whispering Winds Camp Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Melinda Sears
Clerk of the Session
info@firstchurchwichita.org

3 Kaydyn Franklin
Helen Veatch
5 Kristine Blough
6 Phyllis Randle
9 Dennis McCormack
10 Herb Bevan
11 Steve Wilkes
13 Erin Young
14 Annabelle Ivy
15 Michelle Cronkleton
Marilyn Kuhns
Garret Norris
18 Jackson Garner

19
20
21
23

25
26
27
28
30

Kathy Green
Nancy Moore
Lynne Melton
Lorraine Maxwell
Alex Maddux
Loyce Booher
Susan Jones
Jeff Crittenden
Richard Graves
Dick Wieland
Jack Mahan
Bob Workman
Jill Coldwater
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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
The Class of 2021
Across America right now, seniors are preparing to graduate from high school and college. We recognized our seniors’ achievements on Mother’s Day. Geri Doll presented them with parting gifts to remember us by as they embark on the next chapter in their lives filled with promise. Geri also made a slide
show of our seniors and posted it on our Facebook page. My own son will be walking to receive his
diploma and recognition of his graduation in 2020.
We will also be acknowledging the graduation of the class of 2021, Elders and Deacons who will complete their 3-year term on June 30. A special thank you to the following Deacons: Teresa Lang, Silvia
Landers. Also, a special thank you to the following Elders: Doug Aldrich, Stephanie Bird-Hutchison, Marc
Jones, Marc Turman, and Jeff Van Sickle.
As we say goodbye to the class of 2021, we will be welcoming a new class of Elders and Deacons, the
Class of 2024. The following Elders were elected on May 23, 2021: Brent Duncan, Marc Jones, Michelle
Murray-Cline, and Jeff Van Sickle. Marc Jones and Jeff Van Sickle signed up for a second 3-year term as
permitted by the Book of Order. The following Deacons were elected on May 23, 2021: Peggy Church,
Bruce Cole, Silvia Landers, Teresa Lang, and Kay McDoniel. Silvia Landers, and Teresa Lang also signed
up for a second 3-year as permitted by the Book of Order.
According to the Book of Order, the Class of 2024 will attend a training event on Saturday, June 12 from
9 a.m. to 12 p.m., be examined by the Session on June 15, and be installed on June 20 at the 9:30 a.m.
worship service, just in time to begin their official duties on July 1.
Sunday-June 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
After 46 years, last year was the final celebration of Cowtown Sunday in the A-framed building at the
Cowtown Museum even though we had to celebrate from FPC downtown for pandemic health concerns.
One reason for discontinuing the services was the increasing difficulty to gain access to Cowtown on
Sunday morning. The Worship and Music Commission agreed that Cowtown services should stop at the
historic site but continue in a new form at our present location in our beautiful Sanctuary. In addition,
by having the service in our Sanctuary, we are able to livestream the service to our congregation and
friends of the congregation. Several elements of worship that you loved will be present including hymn
singing, music by the gospel quartet, and a sermon as well as some new elements. Refreshments will be
served in The Well following the service. So, mark your calendars, invite a friend, and make plans to
attend in person or on-line.
Join WRCC at the Camp on July 11 at Noon for Baptism by Immersion and for food and fellowship
afterward
The Wichita Redeemer Congregational Church (WRCC) and the Mission Commission of our church
invite you to attend Adult Baptisms by immersion at Whispering Winds Camp on Sunday July 11th at
12:00 noon. Food (BYO) and fellowship to follow. Also, bring your bathing suit to swim afterward. The
Wichita Redeemer Congregational Church has asked me to perform the baptisms. I think it would be
nice and proper to support their desire to become a PCUSA church by attending this ceremony. I hope
you will make plans to attend.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Brent
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 KLC Transformation Team Update 
The news story released during Holy Week was noteworthy yet expected. According to
a new report from Gallup, only 47% of Americans say they belong to a church,
synagogue, or mosque. That continues a decline from the mid-1990s when 70% of
Americans reported belonging to a house of worship. It is the first time since the
research began in the 1930s when less than half of Americans say they are members of
a faith community.
The study also reported a strong correlation between church membership and age.
While two-thirds of traditionalists (U.S. adults born before 1946) belong to a church,
that number decreases to 58% for baby boomers, 50% for those in Generation X and
only 36% for millennials.
What interpretations can we make about this data? To me, it says we must remember
that the way people will participate in our church in the future will likely be different
than what my own experience (or yours) has been.
The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), touched on this recently as he shared advice with a group
of seminarians. He said, “The world is evolving all the time. Therefore, the needs of
people in the world are evolving all the time. And therefore, the church has to be
evolving all the time. We have to be adaptive to the changes that are taking place all
around us.”
Determining what it means to be adaptive while remaining true to our mission and
purpose is not an easy task. But it will be a more successful endeavor if we are willing
to undertake the journey together. We have about two dozen members of our
congregation who have already stepped forward to attend or to reserve space in the
Kansas Leadership Center’s “Your Leadership Edge” program. This course provides a
valuable introduction to the competencies that will help us to individually – and
collectively – make progress on the challenges we face as First Presbyterian Church in
Wichita. Will you consider joining the group of FPC members who have already
committed to this work?
Registration information continues to be available each week in our bulletins. Materials
for the course are available at no charge in the church office. If you would like more
information about Your Leadership Edge, or if you would like to be in touch with
someone who has attended the training so that you can learn more, please let me
know.
--Cynthia Berner, Transformation Team Facilitator
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 From the Parish Nurse 
Honoring and Celebrating Fathers
Father’s Day, which is celebrated on the third Sunday in June, is a time for children
and spouses to recognize and celebrate the men in their life. Celebrating fathers reminds
us of both the importance and the challenges of fatherhood. It seems that fathers do not
always enjoy the honor and admiration that we give our mothers. Fathers have carried the
cultural image of disciplinarian, bread winner and authority figure. Traditionally, our culture
has often put fathers in a difficult role: they must be aloof but intimate; must earn the wage,
but be present; must be compassionate, but disciplinarian. Times are changing as more
women are entering the workforce and fathers are becoming more intimately involved in
raising children rather than primarily focusing on providing for the family. Fathers are taking
a more active role in household chores, shopping, cooking, and spending more time with
family. We have learned that it is the care, love, and presence that define fatherhood.
One of Jesus’s greatest teachings on fatherhood was the parable of the Prodigal
Son. Jesus talks about a father who has two sons. The younger son asks his father for his
portion of the family estate as an early inheritance. Once received, the son left home with
his share and went to a distant land where he wastes his money on wild living. When his
money runs out, a severe famine hits the country and the son struggles to find food and
shelter. In humility, he recognizes his foolishness and decides to return home and ask his
father for forgiveness and mercy. The father, who had been waiting and watching for his
lost son, receives his son back with open arms of love and compassion. He throws him a
big party and invites everyone to attend. The older brother was angry and jealous and did
not want to attend the celebration for his brother. The father tried to dissuade his oldest son
from his jealous rage explaining that his brother was like dead but is alive again; he was
lost and is found again.This father is a picture of our Heavenly Father, our God who waits
patiently, with loving compassion and forgiveness to restore us when we return to Him with
humble hearts. In this parable, Jesus wants us to know that this is the nature of a father’s
unconditional love, a true reflection of God’s love.
Let us honor and celebrate fathers this Father’s Day and every day, recognizing their
awesome role in our lives. Simple ways to honor dad or a father figure in your life include:
sharing stories with him, printing your best picture together, offering to help him around the
house, making his favorite meal, washing his car, participating in his favorite hobby, and
most of all, telling him you love him. Let us take an opportunity to seek blessings for fathers
with this special prayer of gratitude:
God our Father,
Thank You for all the fathers and father-figures in this world and for all the many
ways You use them to lovingly guide others to Your heart. We ask that You would
bless them and give them great joy and peace. May they see You and know You in
new ways. Show them how much You love them and care about them. Guide their
steps, use their hands, and make them a blessing as You continue to fulfill Your
special purpose for their lives. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Joan
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 Children’s Ministry News 
It is not too late to register for Games Camp and VBS Camp. If you would like
your child to attend camps, please fill out the form and return it to me by May
30th, 2021. Forms may be found outside the office or on our church website.
If you have any questions, please contact Liz or Geri.
Games Camp - June 1 - 4
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Vacation Bible School Camp - June 8 - 12
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Both camps will be held at Whispering Winds Camp located at
9601 W. 73rd St. N. in Valley Center.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR BOTH CAMPS:
•

•

•

Our van will leave the church (525 N. Broadway) at 9:00
a.m. and we will also pick up at the Zoo at 9:15 a.m.
Please do not be late! (Zoo riders meet at the bus loading
zone in the NW corner of the main parking lot.)
The vans will return to the Zoo at 3:15 p.m. and to the
church at 3:30 p.m. (Please contact Liz or Geri for each
camper who will need transportation.)
If you plan to drive to the camp, be there by 9:30 a.m. and
get picked up by 3:00 p.m.

PLEASE BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS EACH DAY:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wear clothes designed for running and playing.
Please bring appropriate shoes. No sandals or flip flops. A hat is also good idea.
Bring sunscreen and insect repellant.
Bring a sack lunch.
Bring your swimsuit and towel every day.
PUT YOUR NAME ON EVERYTHING!

Call Liz Norris at 214-4318 or Geri Doll at 737-8855 if you have any questions.

TRANSPORTATION WILL BE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
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 Youth Activities 
Youth Group

Youth Activities for June 2021

Every Sunday in June-We would love to see you at church! The worship service begins at 9:30 a.m.
May 30-Sunday-Summer Splash-The van will leave the church at noon and return at 5:30 p.m. If
you are driving to the camp for Summer Splash, you can arrive at 1 p.m. (You will need to arrange for
a ride home from the church.)
June 1-4-Tues.-Fri.-Games Camp-The van leaves the church at 9 a.m. and returns at 3:30 p.m. (You
will need to arrange for a ride to the church and home from the church.)

June 6-Sunday-Summer Splash
June 8-11-Tues.-Fri.-VBS-The van leaves the church at 9 a.m. and returns at 3:30 p.m.
(You will need to arrange for a ride to the church and home from the church.)
June 13-Sunday-Summer Splash
June 20-Sunday-Summer Splash
June 27-Sunday-Summer Splash & Freedom Fest (5 to 10 p.m.) Come out for Splash and stay for
the Freedom Fest!
Need to contact me?
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook.
Young Adults
Our Project Laundry event for June will be on June 17 at Spring Clean West. We will be posting about
future events on our Facebook page. These will include young adult gatherings and young adult
Splash at Whispering Winds camp!

Volunteer Recognition Award
Joan Aldrich was the recipient of the Christian Education
Volunteer of the Year Award for 2020. The award was presented
to her during the May 16 Worship service in the Sanctuary. In
2020, while programs were shut down due to COVID-19, Joan
began volunteering with the youth group. She helped with
everything from planning, teaching, cooking, and cleaning.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude for her
volunteerism on behalf of the staff and the children and youth
programs. We also wish to thank ALL our volunteers; we could
not run these important programs without you!
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 Economy Corner 
News from the
Economy Corner
June was an amazing month at the Economy
Corner. Our sales were 93% of our sales in June
2019 even with the shorter hours of operation.
In four hours on June 10th, we had $986.85 in
sales. We have started opening at noon on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays to draw in
customers shopping during their lunch breaks.
FPC’s share of the total sales was $9,254.93.and
Grace’s was $837.15. We had forty-two vouchers redeemed that were equivalent to $656.00.
First’s share was $565.75, and Grace’s was
$90.25.
With the increased business we are doing, we
are in need of several items. As always, we need
men’s jeans, underwear, and sneakers. We also
need kitchenware, and other household items.
Do not forget that we are happy to accept
garage sales leftovers. Remember, we accept
donations on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday.
The EC Board decided to become a partner
with the non-profit Project Laundry, which was
started in 2017 to provide weekly laundry
assistance. The organization is all volunteer and
partners with a variety of Wichita churches. Our
young adults at FPC have shown interest in this
project. The Economy Corner Board voted to
fund six months of laundry supplies ($1,800) to
support this mission project.
We are so incredibly grateful to both of our
Congregations for their continuing support in
achieving our Mission to serve the community’s
needs through our urban ministry.
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 Camp News 
Whispering Winds Camp Update
A workday organized by Dave Duncan was held
Saturday, April 24th. Many volunteers showed up
to help and much was accomplished. Lunch was
provided by the Camp Commission and new
friends were made.
The pool was serviced and power washed and will
be open for Memorial Day weekend.
Geri Doll and Liz Norris will be running Games
and VBS camp for the children beginning the first
week of June. Please contact Geri Doll or Liz
Norris for details.
The Camp Commission is meeting this month to
brainstorm and prioritize ideas for camp
improvement and increased usage of the camp by
our church community.

COOKBOOK NEWS!
The Hospitality and Evangelism
Commission is proud to announce that the
First Presbyterian 150th Anniversary
Cookbook is finally in print! Thank you to
everyone who submitted recipes, stories,
and photos for the cookbook. While the final
version is a little different than originally
imagined, we are very excited as to how it
turned out!
We would also like to say a special thank
you to Cleo Richards and Teresa Lang for
their hard work and dedication with
compiling, typing, and entering the recipes
to the cookbook website!
The cookbooks are available for purchase in
The Well on Sundays or in the church office
on Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. The cookbooks are priced at $15
each, and all proceeds will go to the FPC
seed fund.
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 Finance News 
Quarterly Financial News
We finished the first quarter with $122,465.26 in contributions. Expenses exceeded
income during the first quarter by $79,296.51. Our budget has a projected shortfall
of $173,127.93 by the end of the year. The budget used $450,000 as our pledge
amount. However, so far this year, we have received only $346,327 in pledges. This
$84,000 shortfall may be offset with the $84,000 loan we received through the
Paycheck Protection Program to ensure funds to cover our payroll. The Foundation
will give the Church $273,500 this year with the first gift being received in May. Your
continued financial support is appreciated.
Financial Report January through March 2021
Income

Expenses

Contributions

$ 122,465.26

Communications

$

659.00

Investments

$

Deacons

$

103.25

Foundation

$

Worship/Music

$

1,399.19

Economy Corner

$

18,678.61

Camp

$

3,361.99

Other

$

681.08

Education/Fellowship

$

899.37

Mission/EC

$

14,142.92

Finance/Admin

$

32,565.94

Facilities/Utilities

$

30,434.78

Stewardship

$

Evangelism

$

Personnel

$ 137,526.77

Total

$ 221,137.21

Total

15.75

-

$ 141,840.70

Net Income

-

44.00

($79,296.51)
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 News from Personnel 
News from the Personnel Committee
The personnel committee is happy to introduce our new Office Manager/Bookkeeper,
Sherri Miller, who has been working in the office since March 9th. Sherri learned her
accounting skills while working with her former husband in their own business. She
was voted in as church treasurer at Christ Lutheran Church in Augusta and later was
hired as secretary for the church. Her most recent experience was at Hillside
Christian Church here in Wichita.
Sherri has three adult children, Ashley, Lisa, and DJ, all of
whom live in Derby with their families. She also has three
biological granddaughters, and three granddaughters and
one grandson through marriage. Additionally, she has great
-grandchildren through marriage. She enjoys spending
time with her family, adult coloring, cross stich, her dog
Angel, and her new love Mark.
Sherri has been working alongside Nancy Bishop for the
past two months. She has enjoyed meeting our wonderful
members and staff. Stop by the office to say hello!

FREEDOM FESTIVAL AT WHISPERING WINDS CAMP
June 27th from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - Vespers
6 to 7:30 p.m. - Cook and eat dinner outdoors (Bring your own
food). The outdoor grill is available to cook
your dinner. Dave Duncan, DJ and Dale
Spaeth will be happy to assist with grilling.
9:00 p.m. - Fireworks (bring your own)
Take a day to relax, go swimming, enjoy the
outdoors, take a hike and watch the
fireworks.

June 2021
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CALENDAR
Tuesday, June 1
9:00 Games Camp (Camp)
Wednesday, June 2
9:00 Games Camp (Camp)
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
Thursday, June 3
9:00 Games Camp (Camp)
Friday, June 4
9:00 Games Camp (Camp)
Saturday, June 5
8:00 Community Breakfast (EDR/KIT)
Sunday, June 6
9:00 Fellowship & Cake (The Well)
9:30 Worship- In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
9:00 Fellowship & Cake (The Well)
9:00
2:00
5:30
6:30

Tuesday, June 8
VBS Camp (Camp)
Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well)
Finance Mtg (Zoom/The Well)
Stewardship Mtg (Zoom/Parlor)

Wednesday, June 9
9:00 VBS Camp (Camp)
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
Thursday, June 10
9:00 VBS Camp (Camp)
9:00 Economy Corner Bd. Mtg (EC)
Friday, June 11
9:00 VBS Camp (Camp)
Saturday, June 12
9:00 Officer Training (The Well)
9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109)

Sunday, June 13
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
10:45 KLC Core Team Mtg (The Well)
11:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg
(Zoom)

Tuesday, June 29
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)

Monday, June 14
4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom)
6:00 Camp Comm. Mtg (Camp)
6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The
Well)

Columbarium Update
and Information

Tuesday, June 15
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
6:30 Session (Zoom)
Wednesday, June 16
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)

Thursday, June 17
1:30 Book Club (C109)
Sunday, June 20
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
Tuesday, June 22
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
Wednesday, June 23
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
Sunday, June 27
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
5:00 Freedom Festival (Camp)

Wednesday, June 30
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)

The Shirley Tilford Memorial
Garden is a beautifully
landscaped space that includes
a semi-circular fountain and
benches for meditation. The
garden is sacred ground that
speaks of life and immortality
which brings comfort and hope
to those who participate in the
Christian life.
Our Columbarium, located in
the Shirley Tilford Memorial
Garden, offers a place of
interment for members of First
Presbyterian Church. We know
that considering final
arrangements can be difficult.
In an effort to reduce any stress
to you and/or your loved ones,
if you wish to be interred in a
niche, you should consider
purchasing the niche sooner
rather than later. We have
twenty-seven open niches in
our Columbarium at this
time.
If you are a member of FPC
and wish to purchase a niche
for yourself or members of
your family (spouse and
children), please contact the
church office for the required
paperwork. Also, please note
that the cost of a niche is $725,
and the current cost of the
required plaque is $164.

First Presbyterian Church
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Wichita, KS 67214-3503
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U.S. Postage Paid
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Wichita, KS

Submissions for July’s Presby
News are due Tuesday, June 15,
2021 at noon.
A NEW WAY TO DONATE USING BY AMAZON ON YOUR
SMART PHONE
Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply follow the instructions below to select "First Presbyterian Church" as
your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They
will donate a portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to us.
How it works:
1. Open the Amazon application on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within
Programs & Features
3. Select "First Presbyterian Church" as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile application.

The editor reserves
the right to edit submitted
information for
content and space
availability.

Questions?
Contact Michelle Edwards
at
publications@firstchurchwichita.org
or 263-0248.

