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4ÈÅ $ÕÒÆÅÅ σφπ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ 
Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÒÅÁÄÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÂÙ 4ÏÍ 'ÒÅÇÇÓȟ 0È$Ȣ 

 

$Ï 9ÏÕ (ÁÖÅ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ !ÂÏÕÔ 9ÏÕÒ 3ÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȩ 

Ȱ!ÒÅ ÏÕÒ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏÏ ÎÁÒÒÏ×ȟ ÓÅÌÆ-ÏÂÓÅÓÓÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÆ-
ÊÕÓÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌȩȱ   
Ȱ7Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÄÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ×ÉÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ 
ÁÎÄ ÄÅÅÐÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ×Å ÅÖÅÒ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅȢȱ 
 

4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ 4ÏÍ 'ÒÅÇÇÓȟ 0È$Ȣ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÉÁÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÂÏÏË 4ÈÅ "ÒÅÁÄÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÁÌȤ
ÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÕÒÆÅÅ σφπ ,ÅÃÔÕÒÅ 3ÅÒÉÅÓȟ $ÒȢ 'ÒÅÇÇÓ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÂÅ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ɉÖÉÒÔÕÁÌÌÙɊ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÆÏÕÒ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ -ÁÒÃÈȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Ô×Ï ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ $ÒȢ 'ÒÅÇÇÓȡ 
ƺ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓȟ ρπȡτυ ÁÍ ɉ-ÁÒÃÈ χȟ ρτȟ ςρȟ ÁÎÄ ςψɊ  

¶ ,ÅÃÔÕÒÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÌÉÖÅȱ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ $ÒȢ 'ÒÅÇÇÓ  
ƺ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇÓȟ φȡσπÐÍ ɉ-ÁÒÃÈ ρπȟ ρχȟ ςτȟ σρɊ  

¶ ,ÅÃÔÕÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ "ÒÅÎÔ 
#ÌÁÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÖÉÁ :ÏÏÍȟ ÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ 
#/6)$-ρωȢ  
%ÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃ ÉÎÖÉÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȢ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ 
ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ-ÐÒÏÖÏËÉÎÇ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȡ 
,ÅÃÔÕÒÅ ρȡ Ȭ4ÈÅ "ÒÅÁÄÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓȭȟ 
4ÈÅ ÂÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȢ  
,ÅÃÔÕÒÅ ςȡ Ȭ3ÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭ  
(Ï× ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ 
ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÇÏÓÐÅÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  
,ÅÃÔÕÒÅ σȡ Ȭ'ÒÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȭ 
4ÈÅ ÂÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÕÓÕÁÌ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ×ÈÏÍ ×Å ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÌÏÃÁÔÅ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
,ÅÃÔÕÒÅ τȡ Ȭ2ÅÃÏÎÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ 2ÅÐÅÎÔÁÎÃÅȭ  
5ÎÆÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ ÒÅÐÅÎÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÂÕÔ ÉÎ Á ×ÁÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÓÈÁÐÅÓ ÏÕÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ /ÎÅ ÔÏ ×ÈÏÍ ×Å ÔÕÒÎ ÁÓ 
×Å ÒÅÐÅÎÔȢ  
4ÈÅÓÅ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙȟ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓȟ ÓÅÅË 
ÔÏ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÅÒ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÖÅÒ×ÈÅÌÍÓ ÏÕÒ ÅÁÓÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
 
!ÂÏÕÔ 4ÏÍ 'ÒÅÇÇÓȡ 
4ÏÍ 'ÒÅÇÇÓȟ &23%ȟ ÈÏÌÄÓ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÉÓÃÈÁÌ #ÈÁÉÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ !ÂÅÒÄÅÅÎȟ 

×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ (ÅÁÄ ÏÆ $ÉÖÉÎÉÔÙȢ $ÒȢ 'ÒÅÇÇÓ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÈÏÎÏÕÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ /ØÆÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Á ÄÏÃÔÏÒÁÔÅ ÉÎ 
4ÈÅÏÌÏÇÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
2ÏÙÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ %ÄÉÎÂÕÒÇÈȢ ! -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ 0ÒÅÁÃÈÅÒȟ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ $ÒȢ 'ÒÅÇÇÓ ÁÌÓÏ 
ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ /ÒÄÅÒ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÏÆ #ÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȢ  
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u Congregational Care t 
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 

 

Emily Haltom, Roseann and Howard Waller,  
Marilyn Kuhns, Emma Johnston, Donna and Wade 
Brodin, Elizabeth and Steve Wilkes, Carol and Dick 
Blumenshine, Lynne and Glenn Ziegler, Penninah  
Ziegler, Marilyn and David Grisham, Jill and Gary  
Tanner, Sue and Frank Solomon, Bill Sloan, Jr.,  
Susan and Marc Jones, Naomi Lingwood, Tammi 
and Eric Schulte and family, Megan Cabrales and 
family, Pat Mah, Cleo Richards, Jackson Haltom, 
Velta Clough, Elfie Alexander and Pearl Whittit. 

 ς %ÖÅÌÙÎ (ÉÂÁÒÇÅÒ 
  ,ÙÎÎÅ :ÉÅÇÌÅÒ 
 τ +ÁÔÈÙ -Ã6ÅÙ 
  3ÔÅÖÅ 0ÅÒÒÙ 
 υ "ÒÁÄ #ÌÉÎÅ 
 φ $ÏÎÎÁ "ÒÏÄÉÎ 
 χ -ÁÒÙ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ 
  4ÒÅÙ 7ÁÒÎÅÒ 
 ω &ÉÎÌÅÙ (ÁÁÓ 
ρπ -ÁÒÙ #ÒÏÕÃÈ 
ρρ &ÅÌÉØ "ÒÉÇÇÓ 
 
 
 

ρς %Ȣ 2ÏÇÅÎÅ 'ÌÅÎÎ 
ρσ ,ÏÕÉÓÅ &ÁÒÍÅÒ 
ρχ (Ï×ÁÒÄ 7ÁÌÌÅÒ 
ρψ +ÅÖÉÎ #ÒÏÎËÌÅÔÏÎ 
  *ÁÎÅÔ 3ÅÔÓÅÒ 
ρω #ÌÉÆÆ 7ÁÔÈÎÅ 
ςσ -ÁÒÙ (ÏÌÌÏ×ÅÌÌ 
ςφ -ÁÒÉÌÙÎ ,Å×ÉÓ 
  4ÅÒÉÓÉÔÁ 3ÁÇÈÉ 
ςψ !ÌÌÅÎ (ÉÌÌÅÎ 
σπ  #ÁÒÏÌ "ÌÕÍÅÎÓÈÉÎÅ 
σρ .ÁÎÃÙ 0ÅÒÒÙ 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston  
Pastor/Head of Staff  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Joan Aldrich  
Parish Nurse 

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Geri Doll  
Director of Youth Ministry  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Liz Norris  
Director of Children½s Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Steve Bixler  
Director of Music  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist  

 

Gary Huffman  
Archivist/Assoc. Organist  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

 

 

 

 

u Administrative Staff t 
 

Michelle Edwards  
Administrative Assistant  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Nancy Bishop  
Bookkeeper  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Mary Burgett  
Economy Corner On -Site Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson  
Economy Corner On -Site Manager 

 

Dave Duncan  
Whispering Winds Camp Manager  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
 

Melinda Sears  
Clerk of the Session  

info@firstchurchwichita.org  
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u From the Pastorôs Desk t 

Invitation to the Lenten Journey:  
February 14 is Transfiguration Sundayðthe Sunday that brings Epiphany to 
a close with Jesus being transfigured before James, Peter, and John in all 
his glory, which, ironically, becomes the bridge to prepare his followers for 
the suffering and death that lies ahead as Jesus heads towards Jerusalem. 
To prepare for our Lenten Journey this year, I invite you to a Lenten disci-
pline of a daily devotion. I have enclosed a Lenten Devotion provided by 
Presbyterian Outlook and written by Roger Gench (one year ahead of me at 
Union Presbyterian Seminary).  
 
Also, I invite you to attend the Journeyôs Class during the 

month of March. The four classes will utilize the book The Breadth of Salvation: 
rediscovering the Fullness of Godôs Saving Work. The author of the book, Rev. 
Dr. Tom Greggs is the Marischal Chair of Divinity at Aberdeen University. He is 
also my academic advisor. This amazing book is easily understood yet deeply  
profound. Dr. Greggs will be giving four presentations of about 45 minutes each. 
The presentations correspond with chapters in his book. Then the remaining 
time will be available for Q and A. These presentations are sponsored by the  
Durfee 360 Series. If you are unable to attend the Sunday morning sessions, I will 
be replaying Dr. Greggôs presentations on Wednesday evenings (during March) at 
6:30 p.m.. After the presentations, I will be doing the Q and A myself.  
 
Why Participate in Lenten Journey:  
There are a multitude of reasons to participate in a Lenten journey. I am sharing three that I find 

most compelling. First, participation in a Lenten journey takes one on a journey into discovery, trav-
ersing familiar ground and unfamiliar ground. That journey leads one into a deeper knowledge and 
appreciation for what Jesus did for usðknowing that death and suffering awaited him and still he 
went to Jerusalem to die. Second, Jesusô own journey to death helps prepare us in some way with 
our own death. The invitation to pick up oneôs cross and follow Jesus is an invitation to die daily 
with Christ to our own ego. As our ego usually finds a way to edge God out of our lives. By learning 
to pray the prayer in Gethsemane with Christ, saying, ñnot my will but thy will be done,ò we partici-
pate in the mystery of Christôs death and resurrection. This of course is a great comfort because 
when our time comes to cross over to the other side of death, we can do it as a supreme act of trust in 
the one who is the Resurrection and the Life. Third, by participating in a Lenten Journey one is con-
nected by faith and by the Holy Spirit to the communion of saints (living and departed) who are on 
this journey with us and can be a source of companionship and re-assurance when the going gets 
tough (as getting through this pandemic has proven to be).  
I know you have your own reasons to participate in a Lenten discipline and I hope you will share 

them with me. But like all journeys there lies a destination at the end. For us Christians it is to  
participate more fully in the paschal mystery of Holy Week that we might die with Christ on Good 
Friday and rise with Christ on Easter Sunday. Or as the Apostle Paul might put it, ñto know the pow-
er of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings.ò See you on the journey.  
 
Grace and Peace,    
 
Pastor Brent  
 
 
P.S. I have some good news to report. At the February Session meeting, the Session voted to formal-
ize our relationship with the Rev. Dave Fulton. He is officially our new Parish Associate. The only 
thing that will change from what Dave has been doing already is that Dave will get to park in the pas-
tor designated parking spots, which he has been coveting for some time!  
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u KLC Transformation Team Updatet 

We have all heard it. When we have talked about the state of our church with other 
members, our friends or with family, åItès the story of every mainline denominational 
church these days,æ we have been told.   
 
Perhaps that is true. But because it is OUR story, it is one that we feel more intensely. 
When we read the annual report and see that once again the deceased member list out-
paces the names of new members, we feel a pang of sadness. Even pre-pandemic, when 
we attended worship services and were surrounded by empty seats or paused to wonder 
what has happened to some of the younger faces, we used to see every Sunday, the 
pang grew more intense. We ask, åWhat will happen if these trends continue?æ 
 
This is not the first time we have asked ourselves this question.  It has come up now and 
again for many years. During that time, we have tried several things to grow our mem-
bership and to energize our members to become more active in the life of the church. 
Each effort seemed to be a good idea at the time. Some even began with a certain 
amount of momentum. But nothing generated the results we had hoped to create. What 
were we missing? 
 
With help from the Kansas Leadership Center (KLC), we believe we have found an  
answer. We have been putting our energy into crafting technical solutions rather than 
addressing our adaptive challenges.  
 
Making progress on adaptive challenges isnèt a job just for our church leaders. It is an 
activity that belongs to all of us.  As you have been hearing, spaces in KLCès åYour Lead-
ership Edgeæ training remain available at no charge for our church members. This  
session will provide you with an understanding of adaptive leadership and the challeng-
es we will be tackling.  
 
In addition, our Transformation Team is now looking for members who will be willing to 
participate in conversation groups that will identify and discuss some of the most  
pressing adaptive challenges faced by our congregation. 
 
Please consider joining us in our work by participating in one or both activities. If you 
have questions or need additional information, you can reach me at 641 -7587 or  
ictbooks@gmail.com. 
 

--Cynthia Berner, Transformation Team Facilitator  

mailto:ictbooks@gmail.com
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u From the Parish Nurse t  

COVID-19 VACCINES 


