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The Durfee 360 Series Presents 
“The Breadth of Salvation” by Tom Greggs, PhD. 

 

Do You Have Questions About Your Salvation? 

“Are our imaginations of salvation too narrow, self-obsessed, and self-
justifying for the nature of the gospel?”   
“We should dare to hope that salvation is wider and broader and higher 
and deeper than we ever might imagine.” 
 

These are the words of Tom Greggs, PhD. called one of today’s leading 
Christian theologians, and author of the recent book The Breadth of Sal-
vation.  
Through the generosity of the Durfee 360 Lecture Series, Dr. Greggs will 
be at our church (virtually) to present four lectures during March. There 
will be two opportunities to hear Dr. Greggs: 
○ Sunday mornings, 10:45 am (March 7, 14, 21, and 28)  

• Lectures with “live” discussion sessions with Dr. Greggs  
○ Wednesday evenings, 6:30pm (March 10, 17, 24, 31)  

• Lecture with discussion session led by Pastor Brent 
Classes will be held via Zoom, pending any changes regarding 
COVID-19.  
Electronic invitations will be sent to the entire congregation. Everyone is 
invited to participate in these insightful and thought-provoking sessions: 
Lecture 1: ‘The Breadth of the Cross’, 
The biblical witness concerning all that Jesus has done for humanity.  
Lecture 2: ‘Salvation and the Society of God’  
How salvation affects our relationships with one another, and how the 
social and spiritual gospels are part of the one great movement of God’s 
grace.  
Lecture 3: ‘Grace for the World’ 
The biblical testimony of God’s interactions outside the usual places and 
people in whom we usually locate salvation.  
Lecture 4: ‘Reconceiving Repentance’  
Unfolding the core idea of repentance in the Bible but in a way which 
radically reshapes our thought in relation to the One to whom we turn as 
we repent.  
These lectures, with personal testimony, illustrations, and stories, seek 
to capture the sheer abundance of God which overwhelms our easy and 
conventional sense of expectation.  
 
About Tom Greggs: 

Tom Greggs, FRSE, holds the Marischal Chair at the University of Aberdeen, 
where he also serves as the Head of Divinity. Dr. Greggs graduated with the 
highest honours from the University of Oxford and then received a doctorate in 
Theology from the University of Cambridge. He was recently appointed to the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh. A Methodist Preacher, he is also an author and 
speaker who has preached and lectured throughout the world. Dr. Greggs also 
serves on the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches.  
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 Congregational Care  
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 

 

Emily Haltom, Roseann and Howard Waller,  
Marilyn Kuhns, Emma Johnston, Donna and Wade 
Brodin, Elizabeth and Steve Wilkes, Carol and Dick 
Blumenshine, Lynne and Glenn Ziegler, Penninah  
Ziegler, Marilyn and David Grisham, Jill and Gary  
Tanner, Sue and Frank Solomon, Bill Sloan, Jr.,  
Susan and Marc Jones, Naomi Lingwood, Tammi 
and Eric Schulte and family, Megan Cabrales and 
family, Pat Mah, Cleo Richards, Jackson Haltom, 
Velta Clough, Elfie Alexander and Pearl Whittit. 

 2 Evelyn Hibarger 
  Sheldon Sears 
  Lynne Ziegler 
 4 Kathy McVey 
  Steve Perry 
 5 Brad Cline 
 6 Donna Brodin 
 7 Mary Johnson 
  Trey Warner 
 9 Finley Haas 
10 Mary Crouch 
11 Felix Briggs 
12 E. Rogene Glenn 
 

13 Louise Farmer 
17 Howard Waller 
18 Kevin Cronkleton 
  Janet Setser 
19 Cliff Wathne 
23 Mary Hollowell 
26 Marilyn Lewis 
  Terisita Saghi 
27 Melody Stanberry 
28 Allen Hillen 
30  Carol Blumenshine 
31 Nancy Perry 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Pastor/Head of Staff 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Norris 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

 

Gary Huffman 
Archivist/Assoc. Organist 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 Administrative Staff  
 

Michelle Edwards 
Administrative Assistant 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Nancy Bishop 
Bookkeeper 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mary Burgett 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  

Invitation to the Lenten Journey:  
February 14 is Transfiguration Sunday—the Sunday that brings Epiphany to 
a close with Jesus being transfigured before James, Peter, and John in all 
his glory, which, ironically, becomes the bridge to prepare his followers for 
the suffering and death that lies ahead as Jesus heads towards Jerusalem. 
To prepare for our Lenten Journey this year, I invite you to a Lenten disci-
pline of a daily devotion. I have enclosed a Lenten Devotion provided by 
Presbyterian Outlook and written by Roger Gench (one year ahead of me at 
Union Presbyterian Seminary).  
 
Also, I invite you to attend the Journey’s Class during the 

month of March. The four classes will utilize the book The Breadth of Salvation: 
rediscovering the Fullness of God’s Saving Work. The author of the book, Rev. 
Dr. Tom Greggs is the Marischal Chair of Divinity at Aberdeen University. He is 
also my academic advisor. This amazing book is easily understood yet deeply  
profound. Dr. Greggs will be giving four presentations of about 45 minutes each. 
The presentations correspond with chapters in his book. Then the remaining 
time will be available for Q and A. These presentations are sponsored by the  
Durfee 360 Series. If you are unable to attend the Sunday morning sessions, I will 
be replaying Dr. Gregg’s presentations on Wednesday evenings (during March) at 
6:30 p.m.. After the presentations, I will be doing the Q and A myself.  
 
Why Participate in Lenten Journey:  

There are a multitude of reasons to participate in a Lenten journey. I am sharing three that I find 
most compelling. First, participation in a Lenten journey takes one on a journey into discovery, trav-
ersing familiar ground and unfamiliar ground. That journey leads one into a deeper knowledge and 
appreciation for what Jesus did for us—knowing that death and suffering awaited him and still he 
went to Jerusalem to die. Second, Jesus’ own journey to death helps prepare us in some way with 
our own death. The invitation to pick up one’s cross and follow Jesus is an invitation to die daily 
with Christ to our own ego. As our ego usually finds a way to edge God out of our lives. By learning 
to pray the prayer in Gethsemane with Christ, saying, “not my will but thy will be done,” we partici-
pate in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection. This of course is a great comfort because 
when our time comes to cross over to the other side of death, we can do it as a supreme act of trust in 
the one who is the Resurrection and the Life. Third, by participating in a Lenten Journey one is con-
nected by faith and by the Holy Spirit to the communion of saints (living and departed) who are on 
this journey with us and can be a source of companionship and re-assurance when the going gets 
tough (as getting through this pandemic has proven to be).  

I know you have your own reasons to participate in a Lenten discipline and I hope you will share 
them with me. But like all journeys there lies a destination at the end. For us Christians it is to  
participate more fully in the paschal mystery of Holy Week that we might die with Christ on Good 
Friday and rise with Christ on Easter Sunday. Or as the Apostle Paul might put it, “to know the pow-
er of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings.” See you on the journey.  
 
Grace and Peace,    
 
Pastor Brent  
 
 
P.S. I have some good news to report. At the February Session meeting, the Session voted to formal-
ize our relationship with the Rev. Dave Fulton. He is officially our new Parish Associate. The only 
thing that will change from what Dave has been doing already is that Dave will get to park in the pas-
tor designated parking spots, which he has been coveting for some time!  
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 KLC Transformation Team Update 

We have all heard it. When we have talked about the state of our church with other 
members, our friends or with family, “It’s the story of every mainline denominational 
church these days,” we have been told.   
 
Perhaps that is true. But because it is OUR story, it is one that we feel more intensely. 
When we read the annual report and see that once again the deceased member list out-
paces the names of new members, we feel a pang of sadness. Even pre-pandemic, when 
we attended worship services and were surrounded by empty seats or paused to wonder 
what has happened to some of the younger faces, we used to see every Sunday, the 
pang grew more intense. We ask, “What will happen if these trends continue?” 
 
This is not the first time we have asked ourselves this question.  It has come up now and 
again for many years. During that time, we have tried several things to grow our mem-
bership and to energize our members to become more active in the life of the church. 
Each effort seemed to be a good idea at the time. Some even began with a certain 
amount of momentum. But nothing generated the results we had hoped to create. What 
were we missing? 
 
With help from the Kansas Leadership Center (KLC), we believe we have found an  
answer. We have been putting our energy into crafting technical solutions rather than 
addressing our adaptive challenges.  
 
Making progress on adaptive challenges isn’t a job just for our church leaders. It is an 
activity that belongs to all of us.  As you have been hearing, spaces in KLC’s “Your Lead-
ership Edge” training remain available at no charge for our church members. This  
session will provide you with an understanding of adaptive leadership and the challeng-
es we will be tackling.  
 
In addition, our Transformation Team is now looking for members who will be willing to 
participate in conversation groups that will identify and discuss some of the most  
pressing adaptive challenges faced by our congregation. 
 
Please consider joining us in our work by participating in one or both activities. If you 
have questions or need additional information, you can reach me at 641-7587 or  
ictbooks@gmail.com. 
 

--Cynthia Berner, Transformation Team Facilitator  

mailto:ictbooks@gmail.com
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 From the Parish Nurse   
COVID-19 VACCINES 

https://sedgwickcounty.org/covid-19/vaccine/schedule/
https://sedgwickcounty.org/covid-19/vaccine/schedule/
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 Children’s Ministry News  

March Activities 
 

“Walking with Jesus on Sundays”- The Children’s Ministry team is hopeful that when 
the weather warms up, we will be able to meet in person. Please watch your e-mail 
and other publications for plans on upcoming events.   

 
(Pictured below is the “The 14 day Love Challenge” at the Norris home.) 

 
SUMMER CAMPS-  
 It is my hope along with many others 
that in June 2021 we will be able to hold 
VBS & Games Camp. I am optimistic that we 
will be having both camps. Please stay tuned 
for more information. 
 We will continue to reach out to our 
families along with porch drops that  
provide activities for the children and home 
visits until we can meet in person again. We 
hope for warmer weather soon so we can 
resume “Walking with Jesus on Sundays” 
group activities for the children at Whisper-
ing Winds Camp.  
 The new carpet in the Nursery has 
been installed and looks great. Other  
improvements are close to being complete 
and we will be sharing the transformation 
with you during our live stream worship  
services in March.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 For any questions, please feel free to contact me  
 directly!  
    
 
   Liz Norris 
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities for March 2021 
 

Youth Group 
Beginning in March, we will return to having Youth Club. Hopefully, we will be able to add events as 
time goes by, the pandemic slows down, and more people are able to get the vaccine. We will keep 
you posted if we add more youth events/activities.  
 

• March 3  (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m. 
• March 10  (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m. 
• March 17  (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m. 
• March 24  (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m. 
• March 31  (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m. 

 

Need to contact me? 
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook. 
We are happy to give you a ride if needed. 
 

Young Adults 
We are starting to move towards in-person gatherings again. Our first Young Adult Gathering was in 
The Well on Saturday, February 27. Additional in-person gatherings will be announced as soon possi-
ble. We will continue to follow to all requirements of FPC Session to ensure the safety of all partici-
pants.  
 

TALENT SHOW CANCELLED-Though we had high hopes for a smooth return to more normal times, 
the obstacles surrounding a performance were too great and we have decided to focus our time and 
energy on building our groups back up for now. We hope to do a youth fundraiser sometime later 
this year. Thank you for understanding and for your support of the youth and young adults of FPC.  

When This is Over 
 Poem written by Laura Kelly Fanucci 

 

“When this is over, 
may we never again take for granted; 

A handshake with a stranger, Full shelves at the store, 
Conversations with neighbors, 

A crowded theater, Friday night out, 
The taste of communion, A routine checkup, 

The school rush each morning, Coffee with a friend, 
The stadium roaring, Each deep breath!  A boring Tuesday.  Life itself. 

When this ends, may we find that we have become more like the people we wanted to be, 
we were called to be, 

we hope to be, 
and may we stay that way — better for each other because of the worst.” 

 

                                                     ~Submitted by Mary Knecht 
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 News from the  
Economy Corner 

The Economy Corner sales continue 
to inspire us despite our shortened store 
hours and being closed due to record-
breaking frigid weather.  

This month we made a total of 
$8,220.48. FPC’s share was $7700.29 
and Grace’s was $520.19. We filled fifty-
three vouchers that were equivalent to 
$830.50. First’s share was $656.00, and 
Grace’s was $174.50. 

Weather has forced rescheduling our 
monthly executive board meetings three 
times during February.  

We are blessed to have the support, 
donations, and volunteer help from both 
of our Congregations which assist us in 
meeting the needs of those we serve our 
Urban Community. 

We rely on and appreciate your help 
in assisting our community by providing 
low cost clothing and daily necessities.           

 
-Economy Corner Board 

 Economy Corner  

 

A NEW WAY TO RAISE FUNDS FOR  
FPC USING AMAZON SMILE 

You can also help 
earn money for FPC 
when you make pur-
chases from  
Amazon. Amazon 
Smile is a program 
that donates 0.5% of 
each purchase to the 
charity of your choice. When you are ready 
to shop, go to http://smile.amazon.com, 
choose FPC as your charity, then shop! 

 FPC News  

PW Circle meets March 10th  
at 10 a.m. in The Well & via Zoom 

Creation itself laments. That is the theme 
of lesson seven in the Horizon’s study guide 
that Presbyterian Women will review on 
Wednesday, March 10 at the Zoom meeting 
starting at 10 a.m. The focus scriptures are 
Isaiah 24:4-6 & 19 and Romans 8:19-23.  

Creation has cause to lament from 
almost the very beginning. The first lament 
in scripture, following Abel’s murder of his 
brother Cain, sets the pattern to cry out to 
God to right things. God hears this first 
lament from the blood-soaked land. Abel is 
not present, but his lament finds a way to be 
presented to God. God hears the one who 
suffers and questions his brother: “What 
have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood 
is crying out to me from the 
ground.” (Genesis 4:10).  

 
Gerry Winters will lead the discussion. To 

receive a Zoom invitation for this meeting, 
contact pcummings066@gmail.com or call 841
-6553. (If you attended via Zoom in February, 
you will automatically receive an invitation.) 
You can join the meeting in person, by 
computer, tablet or smartphone or simply 
calling in with any phone. 

mailto:pcummings066@gmail.com
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 Minute for Mission  

WRCC Activities 

-Submitted by Patrice Cummings 

 

It’s been a busy winter with the WRCC!  
In-person worship resumed with the same protocols we instituted for FPC worship. 
They have between 25 to 30 worshippers each Sunday and they have expressed how 
much joy they feel by moving their worship from the camp back to the church. 
Each family received COVID-19 Quarantine Kits which provided food, hygiene, and 
cleaning products, as well as developmental games. In addition, generous donations 
from FPC members allowed us to assist each WRCC family with $250 paid directly  
toward their utility bills, along with a bit of cash for Christmas. Most of them used the 
money for food. Thank you for your generosity! Food insecurity is a very real concern 
for them. 
 

Did you know? 
Each month, several members of the mission team and our youth director meet with 
the WRCC leadership team. Our focus is to inform, educate and listen. Well, we’ve 
learned a few phrases in Swahili, but not enough to convey important information such 
as applying for available assistance with utility bills. So we decided that to better serve 
WRCC families, we needed a translator. 
Introducing... Gaston Sudi 
Gaston is a member of our youth group and is the son of Sudi 
Kamune, ruling Elder of the WRCC. Gaston is a senior at East High 
School and loves to play soccer. He’s also passionate about playing 
the drums. We are so happy to know that important messages are  
understood. Gaston also has the laptop and skills to assist with  
enrollment in special programs for those that need help. 
 

Visit to the Wichita Art Museum 
After our February meeting, we all went to the museum to see the exhibit on loan from 
the Smithsonian for Black History Month. We saw amazing art come alive with our  
docent, DJ  Spaeth, highlighting the artists and their work. Gaston accompanied us and 
translated everything DJ said. Thank you DJ and Gaston! 
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 Quarterly Financial Report  

Financial Quarterly Report 
 

Through the reduction in our expenses and the funds received through the Paycheck Pro-

tection Program we concluded the year with a surplus of $8,899.89. Our budget had a pro-

jected deficit of $82,931. Total income received was $941,978.19, which was 97.9% of what 

we had projected. We received 99.2% of the pledge amount. The Foundation provided an 

additional gift of $49,225 to cover our expense with the Kansas Leadership Center. The 

church did receive $84,000 through the Paycheck Protection Program. Our total expense 

of $933,078.30 was 11% less than the budgeted amount. Your continued support is greatly 

appreciated. 
 
 

  Income     Expenses 
 

Contributions  $  483,452.83  Communications $     6,547.93 
Investments  $      2,880.82  Deacons  $     1,075.17 
Foundation  $  309,396.00  Worship/Music $     2,080.10 
Economy Corner $    57,967.04  Camp   $        997.49 
Other   $    88,281.50  Education/Fellowship $   16,510.46 
      Mission/EC  $   54,409.90 
      Finance /Admin $ 133,300.93 
 Total  $ 941,978.19  Facilities  $ 169,595.53 
      Stewardship                $          75.90 
      Evangelism                 $     1,273.59 
      Personnel  $ 547,211.30 

 
       Total  $ 933,078.30 

 

       Net Income        $ 8,899.89 
                                                     

DILLON’S COMMUNITY REWARDS 
 
Did you know that by participating in the Dillon’s Community Rewards 
program, you can help fund the programs at Whispering Winds Camp?  
Our mission last year included free swimming and /or lodging to 
hundreds of swimmers and campers, including Children’s Ministry, Youth, 
Young Adults, Children’s Ministry, WRCC, Staff, and the community.   
  
It’s easy to participate. At the bottom of your receipt from Dillon’s, it 
should say “First Presbyterian Church.” If not, please enroll on-line at 
www.dillons.com and identify Organization BF935.  Once you’re enrolled, 
you won’t need to enroll again.  
 

Thank you for your support!!! 

http://www.dillons.com
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Tuesday, March 2 

 2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams) 
 4:30 Camp Committee Mtg (Zoom) 
 5:30 CE Commission Mtg (Zoom) 
 5:30 Facilities Mtg (Zoom) 
   

Wednesday, March 3 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 6:00 Youth Clubs (YL) 
  

Thursday, March 4 
     7:00 Evangelism & Hospitality Mtg 
    (Zoom) 

 
Saturday, March 6 

 8:00 Community Breakfast (WDR/KIT) 
 

Sunday, March 7 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Durfee 360 (Zoom) 
    

Monday, March 8 
 4:30 Personnel Comm. Mtg. (Zoom) 
 5:00 Mission Comm. Mtg. (Zoom) 

 

Tuesday, March 9 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
 5:30 Finance Comm. Mtg. (Hobbs) 
  

Wednesday, March 10 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 10:00 PW Study Circle (Zoom)  
 6:00 Youth Clubs (YL) 
 6:30 Durfee 360  (Zoom) 
  

Thursday, March 11 
 9:00 Economy Corner Bd Mtg. (EC) 
  

Saturday, March 13 
 10:00 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg (Parlor) 

 

Sunday, March 14 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Durfee 360 (Zoom) 
 11:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Tuesday, March 16 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
 6:30 Session (Zoom) 
  

Wednesday, March 17 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 6:00 Youth Clubs (YL) 
 6:30 Durfee 360  (Zoom) 

 

Sunday, March 21 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Durfee 360 (Zoom) 

 

Tuesday, March 23 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, March 24 
 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 6:00 Youth Clubs  (YL) 
 6:30 Durfee 360  (Zoom) 
  

Sunday, March 28 
Palm Sunday 

 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 
Streaming (Sanctuary) 

 10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 10:45 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Durfee 360 (Zoom) 

       
Tuesday, March 30 

 1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
 

Wednesday, March 31 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 6:00 Youth Clubs (YL) 
 6:30 Durfee 360  (Zoom) 

 CALENDAR 

Easter Sunday on April 4, 2021 
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Submissions for April’s Presby News 
are due Monday, March 15 at noon. 

The editor reserves the  
right to edit submitted  

information for  
content and space  

availability.  
 

Questions?  
Contact Michelle Edwards 

at  
publications@firstchurchwichita.org 

or 263-0248 

Easter Lilies 
 

Easter lilies may be purchased in 
Honor of or in Memory of a loved one. 
Envelopes are on the information table 
and in the office. The deadline to 
purchase the lilies is March 26. The 
cost is $12 per plant.  


