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 Congregational Care  

Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members:  
Dick & Carol Blumenshine, Donna & Wade Brodin,  
Megan Cabrales, David & Marilyn Grisham, Emily 
Haltom, Marc & Susan Jones, Pat Mah, Cleo Richards, 
Eric & Tammi Schulte and family, Bill Sloan Jr., Frank & 
Sue Solomon, Gary & Jill Tanner, Roseann & Howard 
Waller, Steve & Elizabeth Wilkes, Lynne & Glenn Ziegler, 
and Penninah Ziegler,  

Lynne Ziegler  
Evelyn Hibarger  
Kathy McVey  
Steve Perry  
Brad Cline  
Donna Brodin  
Trey Warner  
Finley Haas  
Mary Crouch  
Felix Briggs  
E Rogene Glenn  
 

Louise Farmer  
Howard Waller  
Janet Setser  
Kevin Cronkleton  
Mary Hollowell 
Marilyn Lewis 
Teresita Saghi 
Allen Hillen 
Carol Blumenshine  
Nancy Perry 
 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Pastor/Head of Staff 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Liz Norris 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

 

Gary Huffman 
Archivist/Assoc. Organist 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 Administrative Staff  
 
 

Michelle Edwards 
Administrative Assistant 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Sherri Miller 
Bookkeeper/Office Manager 
info@firstpresbywichita.org 

 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 
 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 

info@firstpresbywichita.org 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  

 

Experiment in Collaboration: An Expansive Lent 
As part of our experiment in collaboration with PCUSA ministers and  
churches in and near Wichita, we have decided to do “Full to the Brim: An  
Expansive Lent” together. Instead of getting in touch with deprivation that comes 
with denying oneself to follow Christ, given the deprivation many of us have felt  
because of this pandemic that has already lasted two years, we decided a better 
theme would be to get in touch with the abundant life Christ offers.  In fact, all 
the gospel readings for Year C in the Lectionary deal with the abundance of God’s 
grace in one form of another. Besides preaching from the same texts this season of Lent, we will also be 
preaching in each other’s churches. On the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays in Lent, a guest preacher will be filling 
the pulpit. And on those Sundays, likewise, I will be preaching at one of the participating churches in  
Wichita. It is my hope that we will experience the connectional system of the Presbyterian Church and the 
diversity and unity within the Body of Christ. No one church can minister to all the needs of their members 
for spiritual formation, nor can one pastor. The time to practice a Lone Ranger mentality needs to come to 
an end if we want to experience life “Full to the Brim” that Christ offers and fills (John 10:10). 
March Movie Madness: March 4th at 6:30 pm  

You may have seen the Facebook post already but if you haven’t, the  
Evangelism and Hospitality Commission is hosting a movie night to promote 
fellowship and spiritual formation by presenting two movies—one for adults 
and one for children. The movie for adults is a premiere of the film “Sabina: 
Tortured for Christ--The Nazi Years” sponsored by Voice of the Martyrs. 
Here is a description of the film: Great character is sometimes forged amid 
great turmoil. Sabina: Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years is the story of how 
God’s love transformed an ambitious, atheistic hedonist into one of the greatest Christian women of the 
20th century. The film opens with Sabina Wurmbrand risking her life to show Christ’s love to a trio of Nazi 
soldiers. Why? Why would a Jewish Christian risk her life to help her enemies – members of the army that 
killed her entire family? Experience the amazing true story that has redefined the concepts of love and  
forgiveness for millions around the world.” This movie is for an adult audience to prepare us for Lent and to 
appreciate the witness of the martyrs for Christ. It will be shown in the East Dining Room. The movie we will 
be showing the children in The Well is “The Lion of Judah.” A concession stand will be run by the Youth in 
The Well with popcorn, candy, and sodas for a small fee. We are encouraging people to bring their own  
dinner if they want to eat as they watch the film.  
Embodied Connections and the Mystical Body  
Given the fact this pandemic has gone on far longer than anyone imagined and now seems to reach end 
emic proportions, there has been much debate in the blogosphere about the relative merits of virtual  
worship. Some have argued that embodied worship is essential to be connected to the Body of Christ,  
discounting those who are not physically able to attend worship as the price one pays for connected  
embodied worship while others argue for the merits of virtual worship as lifting up our mystical connections 
to the Body of Jesus Christ with the communion of the saints—past, present, and future that transcends 
time and space. I offer two opposing views for your reading. Rev. Tish Harrison Warren has written an opin-
ion piece in the New York Times entitled “Why Churches Should Drop Their Online Service.” The Rev. Dr. 
Diana Butler Bass writes a rebuttal in her blog “The Cottage” entitled, “The Mystical Body of Zoom” (The 
Cottage | Diana Butler Bass). I, myself, believe both are necessary in today’s world.  
 
     Grace and Peace,  

https://dianabutlerbass.com/the-cottage/
https://dianabutlerbass.com/the-cottage/
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 Adult Education   

Sunday Morning Lenten Studies Begin March 6 
 
Plan to join us for Lent as the Journeys Class continues its study of The New Testament in 
its World by N.T. Wright and M.F. Bird. Classes will begin at 10:45 a.m. in The Parlor and 
also via Zoom. 
• How did Jesus’ teaching and actions relate to the kingdom of God? 
• Did Jesus think he was the Messiah? How was Jesus’ death on the cross understood? 
• What did the ancient people believe about the afterlife?  
• How did the apostle Paul view resurrection? 
• How did the Gospel writers view resurrection? How can we begin to think through 

what Jesus’ resurrection means for us? 
This series will include both video presentations and discussions. For those who want to 
read the book, we will cover Chapters 9 through 14. Please plan to join us! 
 
 

Wednesday Night Lent Classes Begin March 9 
 
Beginning Wednesday evening from March 9 through April 6, Pastor Brent will be leading 
a series entitled Full to the Brim, An Expansive Lent. Classes will be held in The Well and 
via Zoom, starting at 6:30. 
  
Full to the Brim, is an invitation into a radically  
different Lent, into a full life. It’s an invitation to be 
authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and 
injustice at every turn, to pour out even more grace 
wherever it is needed. When we allow ourselves to 
be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love 
spills over. It reaches beyond ourselves; like water, it 
rushes and flows, touching everything in its path. 
 
Classes will feature weekly scriptures, employing  
Lectio-Visio Divina, which incorporates contemplating 
an image as well as the Word. The images were created 
by a group called A Sanctified Art, a team of artists in 
ministry. This bringing of scripture and theological 
themes to life through the arts will help us all to  
connect deeply to the abundant life of Christ.  

 
Please plan to attend! 
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 From the Parish Nurse   
The Importance of Pulse Oximetry 

 
Pulse oximetry is a noninvasive test that measures the oxygen saturation level of your 
blood. A device called a pulse oximeter is used to detect how well your blood is oxygenated 
without needing to be stuck with a needle. Your oxygen saturation level (abbreviated O2sat 
or SaO2) is measured in percentage, along with your heart/pulse rate. The pulse oximeter, 
a small device that clips onto a finger or another part of the body, uses small beams of light 
that pass through the blood in your finger, measuring the amount of oxygen. This is used 
often in medical and emergency settings to see how well your blood is oxygenated. An  
oxygen saturation level of 95 percent or higher is considered normal for most healthy  
people. A level of 92 percent or lower can show potential hypoxia, which is a seriously low 
level of oxygen in the blood. Conditions that affect blood oxygen levels that call for the use 
of oximeters can include chronic obstructive lung disease (COPD), asthma, pneumonia, 
lung cancer, anemia, heart failure, congenital heart disease, and most recently Covid19. 
 
Doctors use pulse oximetry for a number of reasons, including: to assess how well a new 
lung medication is working, to evaluate whether someone needs help breathing, to monitor 
oxygen levels during or after surgical procedures that require sedation, to determine if 
someone needs supplemental oxygen therapy, to assess someone’s ability to tolerate  
increased physical activity, to evaluate sleep apnea, and to evaluate a ventilator’s effective-
ness.  
 
The oxygen level obtained from a pulse oximeter is reasonably accurate. Most oximeters 
give a reading 2% over or 2% under what your saturation would be if obtained by an arteri-
al blood gas (needle stick). To make sure the oximeter is giving you a good reading, count 
your pulse for one minute and compare the number you get to the pulse number on the  
oximeter. If they are the same, you a getting a good signal. Factors that can reduce the  
accuracy of a pulse oximetry reading include cold hands, not holding still, nail polish 
(especially black, blue, or green), artificial nails, very low O2sats, thicker than normal skin, 
darker skin pigments, and smoking. It is interesting to note that if you smoke, the reading 
may be higher than your actual O2sat. This is because smoking increases carbon  
monoxide levels in your blood and the oximeter cannot tell the difference between these 
gases. 
 
Pulse oximeters are prescribed for people who have or could have periods of low oxygen, 
for example, when you are exercising or if you travel to high altitude. Having a pulse  
oximeter will allow you to monitor your blood oxygen levels and know when to increase 
supplemental oxygen. People who have a lung or heart condition may use a pulse oximeter 
at home to check how they are doing, as directed by their health care provider. A pulse  
oximeter has been a valuable tool to have on hand especially during the Covid19  
pandemic. Doctors have recommended that when people are sick with Covid19, if O2sats 
drop below 90% contact your health professional or get to the ER. Pulse oximeters are 
available online or by prescription from your local medical supply company.  

 

Joan 
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 Children’s Ministry News  

MARCH MOVIE MADNESS  
 
MARCH 4 AT 6:30 P.M. 
“Lion of Judah” will be playing in The Well for our youngest 
members. We will also have a concession stand for a low 
cost for those coming to this movie event. Adults are  
invited to view “Sabina Tortured for Christ” in the East  
Dining room. We know this is close to dinner time so if you 
wish to bring your dinner, we will have tables set up for 
your convenience. 
 

 
 
 
 

Dates to remember in March: 
 
03/02- Wednesday Clubs 6 p.m.-8 p.m. (third floor)  

03/04- March Movie Madness 6:30 p.m. (The Well & EDR)  

03/09- Wednesday Clubs 6 p.m.-8 p.m. (third floor) 

03/16- No clubs (Spring Break)  

03/23- Wednesday Clubs 6 p.m.-8 p.m. (third floor) 

03/30- Wednesday Clubs 6 p.m.-8 p.m. (third floor)   

  
 

 
                                       

SUMMER FUN FOR KIDS  
 

Vacation Bible School: May 31st 9:30 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. at Whispering Winds Camp.  

This year’s theme is “Journey with Jesus”. Together we will discover how the world was created, the 
birth of Jesus Christ, Jesus’s many miracles and his death & resurrection.  
 
First Presbyterian offers a unique camp experience with engaging activities each day, fellowship, and 
fun. Camp booklets will be available the 13th of March. For more information contact Liz Norris.  
 

Games Camp: June 7th- 10th 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Whispering Winds camp.  

This camp is built around God’s wonderful gift of play. Athletic skills not required, but a great deal of 

energy is needed to participate in this week-long recreational adventure. 
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities (5th-12th grade) for March 2022 
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there! 

 

March 2 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m. (Ash Wednesday) 
March 4 (Friday) – Movie Madness 6:30 p.m. (Youth working concessions) 
March 5 (Saturday) – Youth volunteering at the Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
March 6 (Sunday) – Talent Show Rehearsal 12-2 p.m. 
March 9 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m. 
March 13 (Sunday) – NO Talent Show Rehearsal (Spring Break) 
March 16 (Wednesday) – NO Youth Club (Spring Break) 
March 20 (Sunday) – Talent Show Rehearsal 12-2 p.m. 
March 23 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m. (Talent Show Dress Rehearsal) 
March 26 (Saturday) – Youth Talent Show & Dinner 5:30 p.m. (Youth arrive by 4:30 p.m.) 
March 30 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m. 
 
Need to contact me? Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/
doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook. 

We are happy to give you a ride if needed. 
 

Young Adult (Ages 18-35) Activities for March 2022 
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there! 

 

March 5 (Saturday) – Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
March 17 (Thursday) – Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m. at Spring Clean Laundromat 
More events will be added on our Young Adult Facebook page. 
Contact Geri Doll for more information. 

When This is Over 
 Poem written by Laura Kelly Fanucci 

 

“When this is over, may we never again take for granted; 
A handshake with a stranger, Full shelves at the store, 

Conversations with neighbors, 
A crowded theater, Friday night out, 

The taste of communion, A routine checkup, 
The school rush each morning, Coffee with a friend, 

The stadium roaring, Each deep breath!  A boring Tuesday.  Life itself. 
When this ends, may we find that we have become more like the people we wanted to be, 

we were called to be, we hope to be, 
and may we stay that way — better for each other because of the worst.”                        

 
~Submitted by Mary Knecht 
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Economy Corner started out 2022 with 
a great month. Our monthly total for 
January was $12,282.78 and the daily 
sales average remained high at 
$767.67. Grace’s sales were 
$1,838.41 with their share of $827.30.  
 
We helped 52 people with vouchers 
for a total of $1,066.50.  FPC’s share 
was $899.00, and Grace’s share was 
$167.50. 
 
We are presently low on material,  
notions, and yarn. If you have decided 
not to do a lot of sewing in the future, 
we would be happy to take those off 
your hands. 
 
We are so thankful for the support of 
both FPC and Grace, along with their 
donations and time, so we may  
continue to serve the underprivileged 
of Wichita. 

 PNC   Economy Corner  

Your PNC has recently begun its daunting 
task of finding a new minister to lead the 
church.  It is a monumental process that we 
are looking forward to, but need your help.  
With the changes in the life of the church 
brought about by Covid in the past couple of 
years, interaction and communication with 
members has been limited to almost non-
existant with many of you. As a result, we 
are asking for your assistance. We need your  
input and would love to hear directly from 
you. What do you want in a new pastor, and 
what don't you want. What do you like about 
the church and what don't you like. Any 
thoughts and ideas you would like to see  
happen in the church, or not happen. Please 
feel free to let us be sounding boards, but  
also be assured that anything you tell us will 
be kept strictly confidential. We are all listed 
in the church directory, and you can contact 
us via email, or a personal phone call. Much 
information has already been gathered by 
the hard work of the Kansas Leadership  
Conference, but personal, direct conversa-
tion with those of you that we haven't al-
ready spoken with can be so helpful. Please 
take a few minutes to let us hear from you, 
and keep the committee and its work in your 
prayers.  
 
Ann Eastwood, Chairperson 
Bruce Cole 
Marilyn Heffner 
Brian Howard 
Cynthia Rekoske 
Sailor Sulier 
Dick Wieland 
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 Minute for Mission  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
March 2nd to April 17th, 2022 

In a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression… 

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water,  

sanitation, education, and opportunity. 

One Great Hour of Sharing is the single largest 
way that Presbyterians come together every year 
to share God’s love by becoming repairer’s of the 
breach, joining with people in need to build God’s 
house together. We are making a better world for 
those in need, no matter where they are. 
 

In the wake of the countless domestic and  
international crises that have only escalated in 
the last year — among them, countless disasters, 
civil unrest, economic injustice and hunger — 
One Great Hour of Sharing gifts never fail to bring 
life and hope.  

From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, these three pro-
grams are supported by One Great Hour of Sharing: 

Disaster Assistance (One example is having funds to build the infrastructure 
needed for the basic essentials of life — such as water.) 
The Hunger Program (The need for money to help communities have water and 
food grows more pressing as the world emerges from a global pandemic.) 
The Committee on the Self-Development of People (a mission to take action on  
economic justice issues and other forms of oppression.) 

These crucial programs provide people with safety, sustenance and support. Wherever 
in the world they are directed, your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are helping Pres-
byterians respond boldly to the Matthew 25 invitation to serve the least of these and, in 
so doing, further the love and justice of Jesus Christ. 
 

You can give in the usual way or on our website by designating One Great Hour of Shar-
ing in the special instructions field. Thank you for your generous gifts – they make such 
a huge difference!    ~Submitted by Patrice Cummings 

 

The  One Great Hour of Sharing culminates  April 17th. Thank you for your gift! 
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 Finance  

 

Quarterly Report  
The good news is that we did come in under our deficit budget of $173,127.93. With each 

committee doing a great job in holding down their expenses and the generous gifts from 

the congregation, (our overall income exceeded the budgeted amount by almost 

$18,000), all of this allowed us to finished 2021 with a deficit of $40,000 less than projected. 

The $133,039.73 deficit includes the unbudgeted expense of $80,000 for our down 

payment to replace the chillers. The remainder of the chiller expense, $80,000, will be 

incurred this year and is included in the 2022 budget. Also, we have received $15,500 in 

contributions for the chiller expense. These donations will be recognized as income once 

we make the final payment for the chiller. The net result will help our overall final position at 

the end of 2022. If you want to make a special contribution towards the chiller 

replacement please indicate “chiller fund” in the memo section. Your continued support is 

greatly appreciated. 

Next month we will provide information on the reserves used to cover the 2021 deficit, and 

a report on our first quarter results. 
 

-From the Finance Commission 
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Tuesday, March 1 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well/MS 

Teams)  
 3:30 Facilities Mtg (C109) 
 4:30 Camp Comm. Mtg (C109)  
 5:30 CE Comm. Mtg (Zoom) 
  

Wednesday, March 2 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL) 
 7:00 Ash Wednesday 
  (Sanctuary) 
 

Friday, March 4 
 6:30 Movie Madness (EDR/The 

Well) 
 

Saturday, March 5 
 8:00 Community Breakfast 

(KIT/WDR/EDR) 
 

Sunday, March 6 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 

Rm)  
 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-

person & Live Streaming 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Journey’s Class 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
 10:45 Worship & Music Comm. 

Mtg (Zoom/McComb) 
 12:00 Youth Talent Show 

Rehearsal (EDR) 
  

Tuesday, March 8 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well/) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The 

Well/) 
 5:30 Finance Mtg 

(Zoom/Hobbs) 
 7:00 Stewardship Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom/Hobbs) 
  

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 9 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105 ) 
 10:00 PW Study Circle (Zoom) 
 6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  (Sanctuary) 

 
Thursday, March 10 

 11:34 EC Board Mtg (EC) 
 

Saturday, March 12 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109) 

 
Sunday, March 13 

 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
Rm)  

 9:30 Worship  (Sanctuary) In-
person & Live Streaming 

 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Journey’s Class 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
 

Monday, March 14 
 4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom) 
 6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom) 
  

Tuesday, March 15 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well) 
 6:30 Session Mtg 

(Zoom/Hobbs) 
  

Wednesday, March 16 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105  
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  (Choir Rm) 
 

Thursday, March 17 
 1:30 Book Club (Offsite) 
 5:00 Project Laundry (Offsite) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 20 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 

Rm)  
 9:30 Worship  (Sanctuary) In-

person & Live Streaming 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Journeys Class (Zoom) 
 12:00 Youth Talent Show 

Rehearsal (EDR) 
  

Tuesday, March 22 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well) 
  

Wednesday, March 23 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
  (Choir Rm) 

 
Saturday, March 26 

 5:30 Talent Show & Dinner 
(EDR) 

 
Sunday, March 27 

 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir 
Rm)  

 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-
person & Live Streaming 

 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Journey’s Class 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
 10:45 Deacon’s Mtg (C109) 
 
 
 

Has your address or 
phone number changed? 

Please remember to  
inform the church office if 

your home address,  
telephone number, or  

e-mail address changes. 
Thanks for your help! 
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March 15, at 
NOON. 

 
The editor reserves the right to edit  

submitted information for content and 
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Questions? Contact Michelle Edwards at 

263-0248 or email  
publications@firstchurchwichita.org 

Easter Lilies 
 

Easter lilies may be purchased in Honor 
of or in Memory of a loved one. Envelopes 
are on the information table and in the 
office. The deadline to purchase the lilies 
is March 26. The cost is $12 per plant.  


