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PENTECOST… April 18th—June 5th 

“We plan and God laughs”? 
 

Maybe.  
 

But just maybe, “We Plan and God 
imagines a future with so much more.” 
 

In the book of Jeremiah, the tone and 
task are predominantly focused on 
God’s judgment, but then Jeremiah 
shares the statement:  
 

“I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans … to give you a future 
with hope.”  

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

These words were sent by the prophet Jeremiah to the Israelites who 
had been taken into Babylonian exile. These striking, comforting 
words reminded them that, despite their experience of the present, 
God’s gesture, thoughts and plans for them — and for us — are  
peaceful, abundant and hopeful.” 
 

These days it’s easy to look around at the atrocities and injustices, the 
pain and suffering in our world and lose hope. But God’s plan is to 
give all of us a future filled with  hope. At Pentecost, we celebrate that 
God offers more than we can plan. Our gifts to the Pentecost Offering  
connect with God’s hope and future, supporting ministries with 
children, youth and  young adults by building a life of faith. 
 

Forty percent of the Pentecost offering is retained by our 
congregations to make an impact in the lives of young people within 
our community. The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-
risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency.  

 
The Pentecost Offering begins April 18th and culminates June 5th. 

 

Thank you for your gifts! 
 

~Submitted by Patrice Cummings 
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 Congregational Care  
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These Members: 

 

Tom & Monze Basham and Family, Zach Blessant, 

Patrice Cummings, Eric Engstrom, Samantha Gales, 

Allen & Jo Hillen, Gary & Lilly-Ann Huffman, Mary 

Inman, Mike Inman, Adam & Christal Jones and 

Family, Scott & Nancy Jones, James Kincaid, 

James Lindsay, Bob Marley, Lorraine  

Maxwell, Jolene Satterthwaite, Don & Janet  

Setser, Dale & DJ Spaeth, Cassandra & Neil  

Swenson and Family, Susan Williford, Tom  

Whealdon, Pearl Whittit, and Jill Young.  

Isaac Cline 
Stacy Coldwater  
Isabel Schulte 
Rebecca Blanford 
Dean Wallace 
Andrew Howard 
Emily Howard 
Charles Sloan, Jr. 
Katelyn Young 
Christina Hibarger 
  

Gary Gates 
Tyler Duncan 
James Kincaid 
Glenn Ziegler 
Sheli Blessant 
Robert Heaton 
Helen Steindler 
Carter Bowles 
Paul Crittenden 
Linda Boyle 

The Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Pastor/Head of Staff 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Joan Aldrich 
Parish Nurse 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Geri Doll 
Director of Youth Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Liz Norris 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Steve Bixler 
Director of Music 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Mark Sweeney 
Organist 

 

Gary Huffman 
Archivist/Assoc. Organist 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 Administrative Staff  
 

Michelle Edwards 
Administrative Assistant 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Sherri Miller 
Bookkeeper/Office Manager 
info@firstchurchwichita.org 

 

Roy Yarbrough 
Facilities Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Phyllis Robertson 
Economy Corner On-Site Manager 

 
 

Dave Duncan 
Whispering Winds Camp Manager 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
 

Melinda Sears 
Clerk of the Session 

info@firstchurchwichita.org 
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 From the Pastor’s Desk  
A Reason to Celebrate 

 

 In the twenty-first chapter of the gospel of John, Jesus has appeared to the disciples in the 
Upper Room twice, once without Thomas and once with him present. The scene shifts from 
Jerusalem to Galilee where the call to be disciples first began. This is the place of miracles like the 
feeding of the 5,000 except Peter and his mates have decided to go fishing. In essence to return to a 
way of life before they met Jesus.  But is that possible? Is belief in the Resurrection simply an article 
of faith or a new reality that one participates in?  
 For many ministers, the Sunday following Easter has been a time to take off, to go fishing sort 
of speak. I went to Charlotte to see how my 96-year-old father is doing. He was recently placed on 
hospice. I am glad to report that he is doing better with pain management since hospice has been 
coming weekly to the house. I was also able to spend time with my siblings and cousins who live in 
or near Charlotte. It was good to catch up on their lives post COVID-19 shutdown.  
 Life does have a way of moving ahead chronologically whether we are prepared for it or not. 
But there is also a qualitative dimension to time called “Kairos.” Because of Christ’s resurrection, the 
followers of Christ can participate in life full to the brim, the abundant life Christ came to give (John 
10:10). We see this in the disciples being directed at the break of day to cast their nets on the right 
side of the boat. They had fished all night and caught nothing. But because the stranger by the shore 
said cast their nets to the right side of the boat, they obeyed. And to their amazement they hauled 
in a great many fish that the nets almost broke but didn’t. In that moment, realizing that this very 
same scene had played out when they first met Jesus, they recognized the Lord. Fellowship  
continues with the risen Christ every time we gather to break-fast, to commune together. Moreover, 
the mission continues. Jesus will ask Peter three times if he loves him, and three times Peter will  
answer that he does. Then upon this profession Jesus will issue this command: Feed my sheep.  
 In a world that misunderstands ministry as a gospel of success, Jesus reminds us, it’s about  
faithfulness. Being a good shepherd over the flock entrusted to them. Feed my sheep, not bully my 
sheep, or chastise my sheep or ignore my sheep but simply feed my sheep the milk of lovingkindness 
and the grains of gratitude. Indeed, this is good news, a reason to celebrate. We also have reason to 
celebrate that two of our young adults have volunteered and have been accepted into the YAV  
program of our denomination. Khyah Van Es and Emma Johnston will begin their YAV program at the 
end of August through July of 2023 in New Orleans and New York City. Both Khyah and Emma will 
need to raise support for their year of service and vocation discernment. For one church to have two 
young adults be accepted in a given year speaks highly of our church and its willingness to support 
their faith journey as disciples of Christ. I do encourage you to pray for them and to reach out to 
congratulate them on the next step in their vocational journey as they seek to follow the risen Christ 
in the abundant life he came to bring.  
 
    Grace and Peace,  

 
    
    Pastor Brent  
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 Pastoral Nurse  

Joan Aldrich 

OSTEOPOROSIS 
May is National Osteoporosis Awareness Month which celebrates bone health. Osteoporosis is a condition 
where a person loses bone mass. Since bone is living tissue, it is constantly being broken down and replaced. 
When bone is getting broken down faster than it is being made, the bones will gradually become weaker 
which can result in fractures. Osteoporosis is considered a “silent” disease because there are typically no 
symptoms until you break a bone. It is the major cause of fractures in postmenopausal women and elderly 
men and most often affects the bones of the hip, vertebrae in the spine, and wrist. Symptoms of vertebral 
fracture include severe back pain, loss of height, or spine malformations such as stooped posture (kyphosis).  
 
It is interesting to note that bones affected by osteoporosis may become so fragile that fractures occur 
spontaneously or as the result of a minor fall or stresses such as bending, lifting, or even coughing. Risk 
factors for osteoporosis include being female and white or of Asian or Latino heritage, having a small thin 
frame, family history of parents with hip fractures, and hormonal changes such as low estrogen levels in 
women and low testosterone levels in men. Other risk factors include medical conditions like 
gastrointestinal diseases, bariatric surgery, rheumatoid arthritis, certain cancers, HIV/AIDS, and diets low in 
calcium and Vitamin D, smoking, inactivity, excessive alcohol consumption, and anorexia nervosa. Also, long 
term use of certain medications, such as steroids, antiepileptics, cancer medications, proton pump inhibitors 
(which lower stomach acids), antidepressants, and thiazolidinediones (which treat type 2 diabetes), may 
make you more likely to develop bone loss. 

 
Some of the ways you can keep your bones strong and even help with bone loss include: 
• Weight-bearing exercise. This includes walking, jogging, dancing, stair climbing, gardening, using an 

elliptical, etc. These types of exercises put a direct burden on the bones and muscles which helps to slow 
mineral loss. 

• Incorporate bone-friendly foods. *Dairy products are high in calcium, one of the most critical nutrients 
for bone formation and maintenance. *Vitamin C in oranges and OJ is necessary for collagen production, 
which is a protein that supports healthy bones and joints. *Leafy greens and cruciferous vegetables have 
impressive amounts of Vitamin C, E, and K, B vitamins, along with minerals like calcium, magnesium, 
manganese, and selenium which support your skeletal system. *Vitamin D rich foods such as salmon and 
egg boosts bone health. *Nuts and seeds, specifically macadamia nuts, walnuts, hazelnuts, almonds, 
sunflower, and pumpkin seeds, which contain calcium, magnesium and zinc are all good for combatting 
bone degeneration. *Soy products are a plant-based source of complete protein that also contains 
omega-3 fatty acids necessary for bone strengthening and formation. 

• Monitor salt, coffee, and other caffeinated drinks. Eating excessive salty foods, as well as consuming 
more than 3 caffeinated beverages/day, causes your body to lose calcium and can lead to bone loss.  

• Supplementation. Supplements that my functional medicine physician has recommended for me include 
a high-quality Calcium/Magnesium/ Zinc preparation, Strontium, Vitamin D3, and Omega 3 fatty acids. 
 

If you have not been tested for osteoporosis, ask your doctor for a DEXA scan (dual energy x-ray 
absorptiometry) to measure the density of your bones. This scan can provide helpful details about your risk 
for osteoporosis and fractures. If osteoporosis is discovered there are several medications that are effective 
in increasing bone density and preventing fractures. 
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 Memorials   
 Sharon Gates Memorial Service 

 

A Memorial service for Sharon L. Gates, will be held 
at 3:00 p.m. on May 25, 2022. The service will also 
be live streamed for those unable to attend in  
person.  
 
A reception will be held after the service at the  
Midian Shrine at120 N. Topeka at 4:30 p.m. Her 
husband Gary and family hope to see their FPC  
family there to honor Sharon and celebrate her life.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gary Booher Memorial Service 
 

A Memorial Service for Gary Booher will be 
held on Saturday, May 28, 2022 at 1 p.m. at 
First Presbyterian Church in the Sanctuary. A 
reception will be held in The Well following 
the memorial service.  
 
Memorials may be sent to the church in 
Gary's name. The Booher family thank FPC 
members for your prayers and support. 
Please join the family in honor and memory 
of Gary Booher.   
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 Children’s Ministry News  

SUMMER FUN FOR KIDS AT WHISPERING WINDS CAMP 
 

Games Camp  
May 31 through June 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

This camp is built around God’s wonderful gift of play. Athletic skills are not  
necessary, but a great deal of energy is needed to take part in this week-long  
recreational adventure. We ask camp participants to bring tennis shoes, swim 
gear, and wear comfortable clothing. We will be spending most of our time  
outdoors having fun in the sun. Cost to participate is $40 for the week.  
Scholarships are available upon request.  
 

Vacation Bible School   
June 7 through June 10 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

 

This year’s theme is “Journey with Jesus.” We will discover together how the 
world was created, the birth of Jesus Christ, Jesus’s many miracles, and his death 
& resurrection. First Presbyterian offers a unique camp experience with engaging 
activities each day, fellowship, and fun. Camp booklets are available and may be 
picked up at the literature table outside the front office. Costs is $10 for the week. 
Scholarships are available upon request.  

 
All Camp Registration forms are due by MAY 18, 
2022. For more information contact Liz Norris.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Let’s Go Bowling! 
The Fellowship Group will be 
meeting at West Acers Bowl on May 29, 2022, from 2:30 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Please RSVP with Liz Norris by May 22 to ensure we reserve 
an appropriate number of lanes for the group.  
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 Youth Activities  

Youth Activities (5th-12th grade) for May 2022 
 

FPC Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. and WRCC Worship service is at 10 a.m. every Sunday,  
we hope to see you there! 

 
May 7 (Saturday) – Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
May 8 (Sunday) – Mother’s Day (Treat your mother with great respect & love!) 
May 15 (Sunday) – Graduate Recognition at the 9:30 a.m. worship service & in The Well 
May 22 (Sunday) – FPC Cookbook Cook Off Brunch  
May 31 (Tuesday) – June 3 (Friday) - Games Camp from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Need to contact me?  
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook. 

We are happy to give you a ride if needed. 
 

Young Adult (Ages 18-35) Activities for May 2022 
 

FPC Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. and WRCC Worship service is at 10 a.m. every Sunday,  
we hope to see you there! 

 
May 7 (Saturday) – Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
May 8 (Sunday) – Mother’s Day (Treat your mother with great respect & love!) 
May 15 (Sunday) – Graduate Recognition at the 9:30 a.m. worship service & in The Well 
May 19 (Thursday) - Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m. @ Spring Clean Laundromat 
May 20 (Friday) – Roxy’s Downtown @ 8 p.m. (to see Khyah in Priscilla Queen of the Desert) 
May 22 (Sunday) – FPC Cookbook Cook Off Brunch 

More events will be added on our Young Adult Facebook page.  
Contact Geri Doll for more information. 

 

The 2022 Youth Talent Show was a success! 

There were many different acts including singing, poetry, dancing, 

skits, drummers, duets, jokes, and a fantastic emcee who ran the 

whole show with finesse!  

Thank you all who assisted and  

participated in this event.  
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 News from the  
Economy Corner 

 
Economy Corner had another great 

month in March. Our monthly sales total 
was $14,443.82 with Grace’s 45% share 
being $944.81.The daily sales average 

was $801.88. We are very thankful for our  
customers and their continued business. 

 
We helped 63 people with vouchers for a 

total of $1,251.25. FPC’s share was 
$994.75, and Grace’s share was $256.50. 

 
We invite you to see the spring merchan-
dise that our customers are enjoying. Our 

stock is constantly changing, so you  
never know what bargain you may find on 

your visit. 
 

A big thank you to both FPC and Grace 
congregations for your donations and 
commitment of time, which makes it  
possible for us to be of service to the  

underprivileged of Wichita. 
 

-Economy Corner Board 

 Economy Corner  

 

 

 

 Cookbook Brunch  

“Cookbook Cook Off Brunch”  
Sunday, May 22 

Please join the Hospitality and Evangelism 
Commission for brunch and fellowship. 
Breakfast provided includes stuffed French 
toast with fruit, bacon, sausage, juice, milk, 
and coffee.  

Plan on cooking an item found in our 
newest cookbook. Cookbooks may be 
purchased in The Well and in the office for 
$15 each. Please RSVP by calling the office 
or e-mail info@firstchurchwichita.org. 

Prizes will be awarded. 
 

Cost is $5.00 per person OR bring 
a dish made from the FPC cookbook 

and your meal is FREE! 

THANK YOU! 
The youth group would like to sincerely thank the many people who helped with our very 
first Talent Show. It takes so many people to make everything happen, we will try to list them 
all below. 
Directors-Katie Young and Liz Norris 

Food- (shopping, prepping, cooking, serving and clean-up)-Alice Price, Cynthia Rekoske, Melinda 

Sears, DJ and Dale Spaeth, Joan and Doug Aldrich, David Wade, Harry Feikert, Al Goodwin, Mike  

Inman, Steven Harper, and many thanks to the folks who donated desserts! 

Reservations table-Brad and Michelle Murray-Cline 

Concession Stand-Chris Fox and Sheaukang Hew, Eli and Ephraim 

Table decorations-Peggy and Tom Church 

Set and room set-up/take-down-Roy Yarbrough, Amanda Decker 

Talent Show booklet-Michelle Edwards 

The youth and their parents-For making a huge commitment and following through to the end! 

People who purchased ads, made donations, and came to the show. Too many to mention, but 
thank you very much for supporting our youth group!  
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 Quarterly Financial Report  

Financial Report (January-March 2022) 
 

We finished the first quarter with $118,625.11 in contributions, which amounts 

to approximately 27% of our projected contributions for the year. Expenses 

exceeded income during the first quarter by $58,416.68. However, the  

Foundation will give the Church $291,400 this year with the first gift of $97,000 

being received in April. Our projected budget has been modified to remove 

the PPP Loan Forgiveness as an income item for this year. With the $84,000 

reduction in income our projected shortfall is $68,960.25 for the calendar 

year. Our budget does include the extraordinary expense of $80,000 to  

replace the chillers. We have received over $20,000 to help cover the chiller 

expense. These funds will be recognized as income when we pay for the 

chillers. This will help reduce the projected year-end shortfall. Your continued 

financial support is appreciated. 

 

Income    Expenses   

       

Contributions   $   118,625.66   Communications  $       1,068.10  

Investments   $             9.79   Deacons   $         221.33  

Foundation   $                -     Worship/Music   $       3,461.89  

Economy Corner  $     34,105.25   Camp   $       6,018.47  

Other   $       2,267.17   Education/Fellowship  $       1,355.08  

Reserves   $                -     Mission/EC   $     18,977.49  

    Finance/Admin   $     21,658.93  

     Facilities/Utilities  $     43,972.36  

Total   $   155,007.87   Stewardship   $                -    

    Evangelism   $                -    

    Personnel   $   122,061.30  

       

    Total   $   218,794.95  

       

    Net Income  ($63,787.08) 
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 Whispering Winds Camp News  
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Sunday, May 1 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)  
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 
  Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 Congregational Mtg (Sanctuary) 
 11:00 Journeys Class Study 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
      

Tuesday, May 3 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)  
 4:30  Camp Comm. Mtg (C109)  
 5:30 CE Meeting (Zoom) 
  

Wednesday, May 4 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 6:30 PNC (The Hobbs) 
  

Saturday, May 7 
 8:00 Community Breakfast (EDR/KIT) 

 

Sunday, May 8 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:30 Journeys Class Study 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
 

Monday, May 9 
 4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom) 
 6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom) 

 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, May 10 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 5:30 Finance Mtg (Zoom/ Hobbs) 
 7:00 Stewardship Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom/Hobbs) 
 

Wednesday, May 11 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 10:00 PW Study Circle (Zoom) 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 

 

Thursday, May 12 
 9:30 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC) 

 

Saturday, May 14 
 9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109) 
 10:30 WRCC Planning Mtg (Parlor) 

 

Sunday, May 15 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:30 Journeys Class Study 

(Parlor/Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, May 17 
 1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)  
 6:30  Session Mtg (Zoom/Hobbs)  

 

Wednesday, May 18 
     9:00 Dorcas (C105) 

 

Thursday, May 19 
1:30 Book Chat (C109) 
5:00 Project Laundry (Offsite) 

Saturday, May 21 
 7:30 Young Adult Event (Offsite) 

 

Sunday, May 22 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 10:45 FPC Cookbook Cook Off (EDR)  
 10:45 Deacons Mtg (C109) 

 

Monday, May 23 
 6:30 Bridge to the Future (Zoom) 

 

Tuesday, May 24 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 

 

Wednesday, May 25 
 9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 

Sunday, May 29 
 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
 9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live 

Streaming (Sanctuary) 
 10:00 Refugee Worship (C204) 
 

Monday, May 30 
Church & Economy Corner-CLOSED 

 

Tuesday, May 31 
 1:00 Staff Meeting (The Well) 
 2:30 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well) 

 Calendar  
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A NEW WAY TO RAISE FUNDS FOR  
FPC USING AMAZON SMILE 

 
You can also help earn money for FPC 
when you make purchases from  
Amazon. Amazon Smile is a program 
that donates 0.5% of each purchase to 
the charity of your choice. When you 
are ready to shop, go to  
http://smile.amazon.com, choose FPC 
as your charity, then shop! 


