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Mission Statement

In response to the love and grace of
God, First Presbyterian Church of
Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of
believers bound together to glorify God
and to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ through worship,
spiritual nurturing, education and
mission to all people.

FPC Information:
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214
(316) 263-0248
info@firstchurchwichita.org
www.firstchurchwichita.org
Sunday Worship
Schedule
Worship 9:30 a.m.
(Sanctuary)
In-Person and
Live Streaming

“In the Heart of the City, In the Heart of God”
November 2021 ● Volume 52, Number 11

Heritage Sunday on October 31
9:30 a.m. Worship
From the Archives

The Tolling of the Bell
For centuries, the ringing of a bell in a tower was the chief way to
communicate with everyone in the town. The bell sounded to call worshipers to the church as well as to sound the death of a villager.
The use of bells continued in America for much the same reason.
Many of us recall the use of a bell to sound the beginning of school each
morning. In fact, it was a real honor to be able to pull the long rope
which sounded the bell in the tower above the school.
The bell also sounded out the end of war and the victory of our
nation over the enemy. During WW II the church bells were silenced in
Great Britain and were rung only to inform of an invasion by enemy
troops.
On this Heritage Sunday, we are reminded that the bell was used for
the call to worship as it is today across the street at the Cathedral. It is
a simple sound, only one pitch with many overtones. In Scotland it was
and is a common way to call the parishioners to worship.
First Presbyterian Church had a bell from 1879 to 1909. It was
installed two years after the main church was constructed. When the
Red Brick Church was razed, the bell was preserved. In 1913 the
Trustees offered it for sale for $150.00 to surrounding towns that
might need it. In the Trustee Minutes of Nov. 8, 1915, it was reported
that the bell had been sold for $100.00 cash. The design of the new
Stone Church did not include a bell tower or bell.
This morning, as we hear the tolling of the bell, let us respond in
worship. And again as we hear the bell toll at the end of the service, let
us go forth as God’s people having heard His call for our lives.

The Bible

For the past several years, the Holy Bible carried by the Beadle on
Heritage Sunday has come from the Archives. The Bibles used have
been family Bibles of ministers and laypersons.
The Bible used this year is the personal Bible of Charles S. Caldwell
(1859). He served both as Sunday School teacher and choir director in
addition to being an Elder. Recently the Archives received a Bible that
was presented to Mr. Caldwell in 1877 in appreciation for his being
Superintendent of the Sunday School. Unfortunately it is in too fragile
condition to be used today.
The Psalter was the property of Robert Caldwell, Charles’ father. It is
dated 1887.
(See more information on Pg. 9 about Heritage Sunday.)
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 Congregational Care 
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These
Members:
Kristine Blough and family, Gary & Loyce Booher, Brad &
Wendy Bowles and family, Mary & Mitch Crouch, Jr., Judy
Davis, Alice & Richard Dixon, Tyler Duncan, Virginia Garver,
Richard Graves, Doug & Stephanie Hutchison, Mark Johnson,
Brent & Catherine Johnston and family, Candi Lewis, Patrick
Martin, Phyllis Randle, Tom & Helen Veatch, Trey Warner,
Brenda & Tom Warner, Jr., John & Judy Weber, Margaret &
Dick Wieland, and Gail & Jim York.

Mark Sweeney
Organist
Gary Huffman
Archivist/Assoc. Organist
info@firstchurchwichita.org

 Administrative Staff 

Michelle Edwards
Administrative Assistant
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Sherri Miller
Office Manager/Bookkeeper
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Roy Yarbrough
Facilities Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Phyllis Robertson
Economy Corner On-Site Manager
Dave Duncan
Whispering Winds Camp Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Melinda Sears
Clerk of the Session
info@firstchurchwichita.org

1 Heidi Iwig
Teresa Lang
Kenneth Long
2 Wendy Bowles
Janet Shurtz
3 Brad Bowles
Lydia Iwig
4 Dolores Granger
6 Pat Welker
Penna Moler
Randy Cunningham
7 Aubrey Swenson
Greyson Leidig-Carillo
8 Meryt Ediger
Gerry Winters
11 Candi Lewis
13 Zach Blessant

15 Kenneth Gabrielson
Charles Iwig
Dale Spaeth
17 Marsha Veesart
Darryl Ott
18 John Weber
Jennifer Lewis
21 Ann Eastwood
Merl Hollis
Marilyn Heffner
22 Michael Inman
24 Robert Bell III
25 Harvey Hibarger
Cassandra Leidig-Carillo
26 Tracy Dranselka
29 Sharon Gates
Karen Graves
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 From the Pastor’s Desk 
Reflections on “Turning from and Turning toward”:
Since I have just returned from a golf holiday in Northern Ireland and Ireland from October 3rd to
October 13th of this month, I thought I might share with you some reflections that deal with the subject of
“turning.” In driving toward the hotel in Sligo for our Covid19 test so that Mike and I could return to the
States, I noticed the leaves had turned color in the town of Sligo. The tree lined entry way into the Clayton
Hotel, a converted Manor house, was fully adorned in spectacular shades of orange and yellow. I am sure
that the leaves were turning all over Ireland and Northern Ireland, but I hadn’t noticed them. One reason
this might be is that the golf courses we played were by the sea and links courses have no trees to landscape the hole. In Ireland and Northern Ireland mounds of dunes with tall grasses do that very nicely. But
I suspect another reason was that my mind was on something else—driving on the wrong side of the
road, navigating the round-abouts that are poorly marked, finding our way to the next course or the next
restaurant to eat at according to Yelp reviews, I was too preoccupied to notice an important rite of
passage-the turning from Summer to Fall.
Perchance if one would take the time to pick up a fallen leaf and really look at it, what would it tell you
about life? First, it might tell you of the importance of turning, marking the transitions in life. As much as
we like the green leaves that Spring and Summer hold for us, the turning of a vibrant color does not last
but it is a glory to behold. For individuals and for institutions this is true as well. When vigor and wisdom
merge in proper proportion it is a glory to behold. But alas it does not last as my golf outing to Ireland so
aptly demonstrated. To play these championship courses, I had to move up to the Senior (yellow) tee box
instead of my usual white tee box. The carry over the gorse was too great for me (more than 220 yards). I
do not hit the ball far enough. Father time is catching up with me as with all of us.
So, the second thing turning over a new leaf can teach us is to enjoy the moment and make the most of
our moments, knowing that Winter follows Fall. “Thus, there is no need to lament ‘what once was but
never can be’ for it can keep us from embracing “what can be” in our life.” I moved up to the Senior tees
and had the time of my life. What might that look like this Fall in the areas of your life or the life of this
church?
Embracing the now and preparing for that which is to come, not with anxiousness but with gratitude for
what we have received and hopefulness for the future held in the gracious loving hand of God is a life well
lived.
Which brings me to my last point of turning a new leaf, preparing the soil of our lives for the Springs that
can only happen if the leaves are turned over into the soil. Winter is a time where the ground lies fallow
yet what has been turned over is doing the magic of transformation so new life can spring forth.
Gardeners turn the garden over in late Fall in preparation of the promise of Spring. What things need to
be put to bed this Fall so the work of the Spirit can spring forth in the Spring?

Many of us are tired of doing what we always have done. What if we stopped? What if we stopped doing
whatever it is that is draining us of our energy so that it could be put to praying over what new life God
has in store for us and for this church? I do not know what it is, but I do know that turning over the leaves
that have fallen enriches the soil in preparation for Spring. I do know that the Spirit needs us to be at rest
to know God (Psalm 46:10). That in our haste to move from Fall to Spring because we hate Winter, the
rich nutrients that come from decomposition does not happen and the soil lacks the nutrients it needs for
vibrant growth.
What if we were to have a winter in which the Spirit is given the soil of our lives and the life of this church
to turn over, to be put to bed without becoming anxious about what the Spring might look like next year?
Instead, let us be content to be held in the hands of a gracious loving God who knows what can happen
when the soil of our lives is turned over to Him.
Grace and Peace,

4 · First Presby News

Volume 52, Number 11

 Missions 

2021 WINTER HATS, GLOVES AND SOCKS DRIVE
The leaves are falling and so is the temperature! We know it’s hard to
stay warm when you are living on the streets. This year the number of
homeless in our community is even greater. We need your help!
We must purchase hats, gloves, and socks now so they will arrive in time.
Your donations will help us purchase hats, gloves and socks to
distribute at the Community Breakfast on December 4th.
Last year was a great success, thanks to all of you! This year, in order to
keep everyone safe, we’re not asking you to go shopping. If you already
purchased these items, please feel free to drop them off in the office. Otherwise, please send your
contributions and we’ll order the needed items in bulk to be delivered to the church. Please
denote “Mission Hats & Gloves” on your check.

Prayer: Gracious Father, we thank you for the many gifts and blessings you’ve given us. Hear our plea
as we lift up those among us who are struggling to stay warm and fed. We ask you to wrap your loving
arms around them and fill them with hope and love.
Please let that same love and hope guide us as we seek to serve you and attend to their physical
needs with our gifts of warm clothing and food. Amen.

Thank you for joining the mission commission and the community breakfast team in
this ministry as we reach out to those who need us most!

PROJECT LAUNDRY UPDATE!
In the six months that the Young Adults have been undertaking this mission project, we have handed out 184 laundry
kits. A laundry kit is a baggie with 3 laundry detergent pods, 3 dryer sheets and one $10 roll of quarters. When we
first started out, we didn’t have very many people who knew that we were at the laundromat on the 3rd Thursday of
each month. But in the past 2 months, we handed out all 50 of the laundry kits, which means word has gotten out
that we are there! In fact, people were lined up, waiting for us to arrive, and last month, we had given out 17 kits by
5:03 p.m. We could truly feel a sense of pride when people asked who we were, and we answered the Young Adult
group from FPC. We are really helping people and serving a need in our community.
The Young Adult group, Persephone Dawson, (Project Laundry Coordinator) and Geri Doll, (Director of Youth & Young
Adults) would like to thank Economy Corner and the Mission Commission for helping us bring this idea to life. We
know we have been able to be a true blessing to many families and individuals who might otherwise suffer the
embarrassment of not having clean clothes to wear. We ARE making a difference! Also, a big thank you to Nancy
Estep of Project Laundry for always being ready to help and for getting our
quarters from the bank every month!
If you would like to donate to Project Laundry, you can write a check to FPC and
write Project Laundry in the memo or if you prefer to use cash or card, simply let
the bookkeeper know that it is for Project Laundry. If you would like to see a
report on our activities for last 6 months, contact Geri.

Thank you!
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 Missions 
27th Annual Alternative Gift Market Saturday, November 13
“Gifts inspiring change!” That’s what the Alternative Gift Market does.
The AGM brings dozens of local, national, and global charities together
for one day, the second Saturday of each November. The 2021 Market
will be held at Hillside Christian Church, 8330 East Douglas (at Rock
Road) on Saturday, November 13 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Social
distancing will be observed, and masks are required.

Our PW is sponsoring project #23 “Building Resilient Farming
Families” in Belize, Honduras, and Panama. Farming families in Central
America are facing multiple crises: a global pandemic and impacts of
climate change. When the pandemic shut down markets, families
working with Sustainable Harvest International (SHI) were able to eat
food cultivated in their kitchen gardens. They were able to sell the excess at small food stands and
earned money to help them survive.
You are encouraged to go to the AGM website and review the 2021 projects:
https://alternativegiftmarketwichita.wordpress.com/. There are catalogs with project descriptions on the
table outside the church office. If you cannot attend in person, you can mail a check to the church office
made out to AGM, in the memo line place the number of the project/s you want to support. Or you can
shop online at: https://alternativegifts.org/giving/crowdfunds/99.
The Wichita Alternative Gift Market is not just an event, it’s a community of people who care. Not
just a day for shopping, it’s an opportunity to transform the world. You can learn about projects around
the world that relieve poverty and suffering. People served by the AGM projects are some of the very
“least of these.” Even a small donation can make a big difference in their lives.
Thank you!

Shhhhhh!

Epiphany BINGO!

Silent Auction—
Epiphany 2022

Sunday, January 9th

First Church is looking for folks who would like
to submit a themed basket or items for a
Silent Auction on January 9th. Proceeds of the
auction will go to spiritual growth programming for all age groups, like adult retreats,
renown guest speakers, camp tuition, and
facility needs for children.
Fill your “spiritual cup” and another's by
donating a basket of goodies to be auctioned
off!
Contact Michelle Murray-Cline for details or
questions at 734-0243.

....and the not so Silent Auction
11 A.M. – 2 P.M.

FREE Soup Dinner with a Bingo Card
Folks will sit in Family/Friend Groups
Small charge for a dauber and extra Bingo Cards
Donations are always appreciated!

Camels are on the RUN to get to the celebration of the
Christ Child on January 9th at FPC. Join your church
family for a fabulous afternoon of fellowship with soup
& bread, playing Bingo for prizes, and making bids on
Silent Auction baskets. BRING
FRIENDS!!
Contact Michelle Murray-Cline at
734-0243 if you have any concerns
or would love to assist!
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 Children’s Ministry News 
NOVEMBER EVENTS
We will continue to meet on Sundays following the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Come join
us in The Well at 10:45 and grab a smoothie or coffee while enjoying faith, fellowship, and
connecting with our youngest members. Our goal is to provide a safe, smart, and small
program so that you and your family can reconnect in the life of the church. The faith
formation of our youngest members continues to be a huge priority to FPC Children’s
Ministries.
11/07- 11 a.m. - Kid’s Club in The Well
11/14- 11 a.m. - Kid’s Club in The Well
11/21- 11 a.m. - Hanging of the Greens/Kid’s Club in The Well
11/28- NO KIDS CLUB THIS WEEK. HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
(Kid’s Connection in the Sanctuary)

(Kid’s Club zoo event pictures above)

(Applejack Pumpkin Patch Kid’s Club Event Pictures)
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 Youth Activities 
Youth Activities for November 2021 ( 5th– 12th grade)
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there!
November 3 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m.
November 6 (Saturday) – Youth serving at the Community Breakfast 7:30-9:30 a.m.
November 10 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m.
November 17 (Wednesday) – Youth Club 6-8 p.m.
November 20-21 (Sat./Sun.) – Youth Work Weekend at Whispering Winds Camp
Need to contact me?
Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855/doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook.

We are happy to give you a ride if needed.

Young Adult Activities for November 2021 (Ages 18-35)
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday, we hope to see you there!
November 13 (Saturday) – Fall work day at
Whispering Winds Camp 9 a.m. –3 p.m.
November 18 (Thursday) – Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m.
at Spring Clean Laundromat
More opportunities for fellowship will be posted on our
Young Adult page on Facebook and on our group
Messenger. Contact Geri Doll for more information.

FALL WORK DAY!
Please join us for the fall Workday at
Whispering Winds Camp on Saturday,
November 13, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (come
when you can, leave when you need).
Everyone is welcomed to come out and spiff
up the camp. We will have coffee & donuts in
the morning and lunch will be provided by the
Camp Committee. Thank you for helping us
maintain our beautiful Camp.

The youth and young adults traveled to Walter’s Pumpkin Patch on October 9. There were 31 people
in attendance. We had 2 children, 2 adults, 17 youth, and 10 young adults. Even though it was 96
degrees that day, they all enjoyed the farm and the activities, including the haunted cannery and the
flashlight corn maze.

2021 Wichita CROP Walk

The 2021 Wichita CROP Walk was well attended, and our
church raised $1255. Catherine Johnston was our top
collector with $495 in donations! We came in 4th for
donations out of 11 churches. We had 7 youth who attended
the walk on October 3. Alice Price is the Wichita CROP Walk
co-chair and Mia Temple was the recruiter for our church.
Thank you to the members who donated to the CROP Walk
and to those who kept us in your prayers.
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 Economy Corner

 PW Circle

Economy Corner News!!

PW study Women in the Genealogy
of Jesus—up next is Rahab

The Economy Corner had sales of $9,643.56
during September 2021. FPC’s share was
$9,207.53 and Grace’s share was $436.03.
Our average daily sales for September were
$567.27. The daily average sales for the year
of 2021 is at $519.42.
Our vouchers have increased in value to $20
for adults and children. Vouchers for infants
and toddlers have increased to $10. We had
seventy-two vouchers redeemed, which were
equivalent to $1,185.71. First’s share was
$1036.71and Grace’s was $149.00.
Thank you for all your generous donations.
We need small paper bags from pharmacies.
They work very well to bag jewelry and small
trinkets.
We are thankful to be blessed with donations
and volunteers from two caring congregations!

“THE SMALLEST ACT OF KINDNESS
IS WORTH MORE THAN THE
GRANDEST INTENSION.”
- OSCAR WILDE

Book Chat Club News!
Reminder: our Book Chat book club has
already announced that we will not be
meeting in person at the church in
October, November, and probably
December. After that, we will evaluate
whether to resume meeting in person.
If you have questions, feel free to email
Eleanor Hall at emomhall@yahoo.com or
call 316/617-9982.

“What My Grandmothers Taught Me” learning
from the women in Matthew’s genealogy of
Jesus is the PW topic from the Horizons study
for this year. The third lesson features Rahab.
Her story is found in Joshua 2; 6:22-25. Rahab
is a socially unacceptable outsider who is intelligent and strong. A marginalized woman, she
recognizes the power of the God of Israel.
When God’s own people are melting with fear,
her wit and presence of mind allow God’s plans
to come to fruition.
Alice Price will be the leader for this lesson on
Wednesday, November 10. It will be held via
Zoom only. Plan to log on or call in by 9:45 a.m.
for “fellowship” so the lesson can start promptly
at 10 a.m.
For more information contact Mary Knecht at
knechtmary@hotmail or 942-8068.

The Perfect Gift—CHRISTMAS JOY

Nov. 28th—Dec. 19th
The Christmas Joy Offering
reﬂects that God is with us,
through the generous gifts that
support church leaders among
us, retired, present and future,
who have pointed us to God.
Even as we support our current
and former church leaders
through the Assistance Program
of the Board of Pensions, God is
calling new leaders for our
Church and world, through the
ministry of Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities of color
—offering students the means for a brighter future
and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and
skills to serve God, the Church and the world for
years to come.
The Christmas Joy Offering culminates Dec. 19th.

Thank you for your gift!
Submitted by Patrice Cummings
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 Finance 
FINANCE NEWS AND REPORT
January – September 2021
We finished the third quarter with a loss of $166,399.14. This is significantly more than originally projected.
The budget has a projected shortfall of $173,127.93 for the year. The primary cause for the significant
increase in expenses was the unbudgeted expense of $80,000 for the replacement of the chillers. The
remaining costs of approximately $75,000 will be incurred next year when the chillers are installed. We
have received some additional contributions of approximately $5,000 towards this expense. We will need
to draw on our reserves to cover the year-end deficit. As of September 30, we have received $358,236.14
in contributions, which is in line with our budgeted amount. We will receive one more gift from the
Foundation in the amount of $91,167. Your continued financial support is appreciated.

(continued from Pg. 1)

The Beadle

The Beadle played various roles in the Scottish Presbyterian church. Among them chiefly was to protect
and care for the Kirk’s Bible. Books were very expensive and rare, so it was not advisable to leave the Bible in the
church unprotected. Today we celebrate that role by having the Beadle carry the Bible, along with the Psalter, to
the front of the church and announce that the service is about to begin. “Let us worship God” are words that sound
throughout the Sanctuary to call the parishioners to worship.
From a sermon preached by the Rev. Dr. Fred Anderson, Pastor of Madison Ave. Presbyterian Church in
NYC, we are reminded of the unique place of the beadle in the life of the Scottish church.
“Beadles are legendary for being ever armed with a storehouse of caustic quips, and eternally, though often wrong-headedly, committed to protecting ‘the Kirk’ and its property as though it were his own house rather
than God’s. One favorite story concerned the Beadle who unceremoniously turned a bunch of teenagers out of a
country church mid-week. When told by the minister that the young people had come to have a prayer vigil, the
Beadle responded ‘Aye, I even caught some of ‘m trying it.’ And, of course, the story of the Beadle who said only
three things were wrong with the minister’s sermon: it was read, it was read badly, and it was not worth reading.”
Other tasks assigned to beadles included dusting and ventilating the church, caring for the church
grounds, and ringing the church bell. They generally received a fee of about twenty pounds a year for carrying out
their duties.
All we ask of our Beadle is to carry in the Bible and Psalter and call us to worship, and for no pay at all.
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 Mission News 
Afghan Refugee Resettlement Update
Afghan refugees are arriving in Wichita now and we need your help!

Here are a few quick facts :
•
•
•

Most Afghan families are large (8-10 children).
Most Afghan women are good seamstresses and make all their own clothes.
Most Afghan women do not speak English. Husbands may have good English.

The IRC (International Rescue Committee) is the only resettlement agency in our area. They are overwhelmed with the number of newcomers arriving. The IRC has resettled 1300 refugees in the last ten
years. Now, with the Afghan resettlement and the scheduled refugees from Syria, Eritrea, Sudan, and the
Congo, they could be taxed with resettling close to 1,000 in one year!
The IRC is required by government contract to supply certain household items for each arriving family
(bedding, kitchen items, furniture, etc.). These items are provided largely through donations. Each
refugee is allotted a one-time stipend for food, clothing, etc. when they arrive. For example, a single adult
is allowed $1,225.
What I just learned that surprised me…Whatever is not donated, must be purchased by the IRC and
the cost is deducted from the stipend!! This could leave many people with little or no money for
food and clothing!

So, how can we help? Donate or volunteer!
•
•
•

•

Donations: The need will be great for financial gifts. You can send donations to the church office
(denote IRC) or donate securely at Rescue.org/Wichita.
Furniture: If you or someone you know wants to donate furniture in good condition, contact Patrice
at pcummings066@gmail.com to make arrangements.
Household items: Everything you need to set up your house is needed. Bedding, towels, irons,
kitchen items (dishes, pots/ pans, silverware, glasses, utensils, etc.). Good used items or new—drop
off at the church, outside the office.
Special request (not required by contract): Sewing machines, gift cards to JoAnn’s Fabrics, or you
can check out the Amazon Wishlist to purchase household goods and have them sent directly to
the IRC at www.amazon.comwishlist.

Volunteers are needed to:
• Provide transportation to enroll kids in school, get a drivers’ license, or go to doctor appointments,
etc.
• Help set up houses
Housing: If you or someone you know has housing available for rent, please contact Patrice. Housing is in
short supply and will be a big challenge.

Thank you for your support!
God Bless You!
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CALENDAR
Monday, November 1
6:30 Evangelism & Hospitality
Comm. Mtg (Zoom)
1:00
4:30
5:30
5:30

9:00
6:00
6:30
7:00

Tuesday, November 2
Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
Camp Comm. Mtg (Parlor/Zoom)
Facilities Mtg (C109)
C E Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The
Well)
Wednesday, November 3
Dorcas Circle (C105)
Youth Club (YL)
Journey’s Class (Zoom/Hobbs)
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

Saturday, November 6
8:00 Community Breakfast Youth
Serving (Outside)
Sunday, November 7
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:45 Kid’s Club (The Well/)
10:45 Journey’s Class (Hobbs/Zoom)
Monday, November 8
4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom)
Tuesday, November 9
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams/The
Well)
5:30 Finance Mtg (Zoom/Hobbs)
6:30 Stewardship Comm. Mtg
( Zoom)
Wednesday, November 10
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
10:00 PW Circle (Zoom)
6:00 Youth Club (YL)
6:30 Journey’s Class (Zoom/Hobbs)
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Thursday, November 11
9:30 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC)

Saturday, November 13
9:00 Camp Fall Work Day (Camp)
9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109)
10:30 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg
(Parlor)
9:00
9:30
10:00
10:45
10:45
11:45

Sunday, November 14
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
Refugee Worship (C204)
Journey’s Class (Hobbs/Zoom)
Kid’s Club (The Well)
Worship & Music Comm. Mtg
(Zoom/McComb)

Wednesday, November 24
6:30 Journey’s Class (Zoom/Hobbs)
Thursday & Friday,
November 25-26
Church and EC closed for Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 28
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:45 Deacons Mtg (C109)

Monday, November 15
6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The
Well)

Tuesday, November 30
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)
6:30 Session Mtg (Zoom)

Tuesday, November 16
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)

SESSION NEWS

9:00
6:00
6:30
7:00

Wednesday, November 17
Dorcas Circle (C105)
Youth Club (YL)
Journey’s Class (Zoom/Hobbs)
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)

Thursday, November 18
1:30 Book Club (Zoom)
5:00 Project Laundry (Offsite)
Saturday & Sunday
November 20-21
10:00 Youth Camp Work Weekend
(Camp)
Sunday, November 21
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (C204)
10:45 Journey’s Class (Hobbs/Zoom)
10:45 Kid’s Club (The Well)
Tuesday, November 23
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:30 Pastoral Staff Mtg (The Well)

The Session continues to
discuss the safety of the staff
and worshippers of FPC.

1) Due to the number of COVID
cases in the city of Wichita, the
Session has temporarily
suspended all activities in the
Chapel. The Session will continue
to monitor the COVID numbers
and will reopen the Chapel when
it is safe to do so.
2) The Session continues to
strongly recommend that all
persons entering the building
wear a mask. (Strongly
recommend means that we really
wish you would wear a mask.
Should you choose not to wear a
mask, you are still welcome to
participate in the activities of the
church.)
(Note: Social distancing is still
required inside the building.)
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Session News
Session Actions of 10/19/2021
•
•

•
•

•

Establish a Pastor Nominating Committee for
the purpose of selecting a co-pastor*
The PNC will consist of two session members,
one deacon representative and four at-large
members. (*Per the Book of Order, the term
co-pastor is used so that Brent can serve as our
interim pastor until the next called pastor is installed.)
Approved Personnel’s & Facilities’ request to
install “No Trespassing Signs” on the premises
Approved Facilities’ request to shorten (instead
of complete removal) of the awning over the
South Entrance
Approved Worship & Music’s request to make
the McComb Room available for quiet worship
during all services
-Melinda Sears, Clerk of Session

Submissions for December’s Presby
News are due November 15,
2021 at noon.

The editor reserves
the right to edit submitted
information for
content and space
availability.
Questions?
Contact Michelle Edwards
at
publications@firstchurchwichita.org
or 263-0248.

