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Mission Statement

In response to the love and grace of
God, First Presbyterian Church of
Wichita, Kansas, is a fellowship of
believers bound together to glorify God
and to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ through worship,
spiritual nurturing, education and
mission to all people.

FPC Information:
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214
(316) 263-0248
info@firstchurchwichita.org
www.firstchurchwichita.org
Sunday Worship
Schedule
Worship 9:30 a.m.
(Sanctuary)
In-Person and
Live Streaming

It was a daring prayer, all things considered, to ask the
Thessalonians to pray — and it is also a daring one for us, I
imagine. The second letter to the Thessalonians arrived at a time
of turmoil, strife and confusion. The Christian community was
experiencing persecutions so severe that some believed the time
of judgment had come, while others took advantage of their
doubt, spreading misinformation and sowing dissent. The letter
ends with a benedictory prayer: for God’s peace to be granted at
all times in all ways. It might have been daring enough to
consider asking them to imagine peace at “any time,” much less
at “all times,” or to imagine peace in some sort of way at all, much
less in all of them. Have you ever felt so far from God’s peace
that you couldn’t even imagine it?
The Peace & Global Witness Offering helps us imagine and
create in each of our individual expressions, and together as a
whole Church, a witness to the God of Peace. 25% of our
collection will be used by our congregation. 25% is shared with
our mid council region, and 50% is shared with our
denominational partners so that our witness to peace is extended, and we help fulfill the daring prayer in 2nd Thessalonians:
that the God of Peace is known “at all times in all ways.”
As we work to share Christ’s peace with one another, let’s share
that peace with those beyond our doors, beyond our
communities, and beyond our borders. The Peace & Global
Witness Offering provides the tools and resources for us as we
join together as active peacemakers — at all times, in all ways.

PEACE is active, not passive… PEACE is doing, not waiting!
The Peace and Global Witness offering culminates Oct. 3rd.
Thank you for your gift!
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 Congregational Care 
Let Us Focus Our Prayers on These
Members:
Hilary & John Norris and family, Tom & Esther Warner,
Robert Bell III, Janice Savute, Tracy Dranselka, Dot
Schneider, Kim Bahre and family, Beth & John
Garrison, Evelyn & Stan Koehn, Judy Davis, Kayeli
Rekoske and family, Rogene Glenn, Ken Gabrielson,
Richard Forwalder, Jolynn Blood, Bruce & Patty Cole,
Gale & Louise Farmer, Stacey Rucker, Bridget
Norwood and David Neil.
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Organist
Gary Huffman
Archivist/Assoc. Organist
info@firstchurchwichita.org
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Sherri Miller
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Roy Yarbrough
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Phyllis Robertson
Economy Corner On-Site Manager
Dave Duncan
Whispering Winds Camp Manager
info@firstchurchwichita.org
Melinda Sears
Clerk of the Session
info@firstchurchwichita.org

8
10
11
12
14
15

Brian Howard
Silvia Landers
Eric Schulte
Khyah Van Es
Jaynean Wood
Laci Haas
Bill Copeland
Lindsey Hellwig
Zachary Howard
Tom Winters
Gail York
Bill DeVore
Marilyn Grisham
Tom Warner
Sandra Carriker
Cleo Richards
Cynthia Rekoske
Tammi Schulte
Esther Warner

16 Kayeli Rekoske
17 Carol Darnell
Hilary Norris
18 Doug Aldrich
Dolores Johnson
Mark Robertson
Steve Specht
19 Sailor Sulier
20 Vivian Leupp
23 Todd Jones
24 Geri Doll
25 Carolyn Plavcan
27 Walter Mau
29 Abigail Geering
Charles Hoke
Ray Wheeler Jr.
30 Samantha Gales
Christopher Gales

September 2021

First Presby News · 3

 From the Pastor’s Desk 
Bridge to the Future Meets Foundation for the Future:
As the third and final conversation of Bridge to the Future occurred on August 15, one
might be wondering what happens next. It is the KLC Transformation Team’s hope to take
the raw data gained from the conversations and analyze it for a path forward to conduct
some experiments about the future God has prepared for First Presbyterian Church.
Remember, adaptive challenges require more learning to test assumptions for the path
forward when the world in front of us looks nothing like the world behind us. Hopefully,
these conversations will have created the space needed to conduct experiments to learn
from, even if the results are not what we had expected. It is as I have been reminded, to
make an omelet one has to first break a few eggs. Ministry is messy at times and so is
life. But out of chaos is where creativity comes, out of the unknown new discoveries
break forth, and this is the work of the Spirit. Eventually, these new discoveries will
create a compelling vision (a strategic vision) about the future God is calling us to
embrace.
One thing is for sure, we cannot continue to act as though we are still a large congregation with a large budget to do ministry and mission. We are now a small congregation
who inhabits a large building. The path forward to sustainability is to live within our
means not to pass deficit budgets until we eat all of our seed corn. Last year we had a
budget close to a million dollars. The 2022 budget will need to be reduced by 20%. In
addition, the 2023 budget will need to be balanced. So how do we do ministry and
mission as a small congregation who inhabits a large building? This is an adaptive
challenge facing us today. Specifically, how can we turn the building into an asset instead
of an albatross?
Along these very lines, the chillers that cool the building need to be replaced and will cost
us approximately $160,000 dollars. The Session has voted to replace the chillers and
tasked the Finance Commission to find the money to cover the cost of the replacement.
Finance has found the money, but it will be from the very funds that we keep in reserve.
This means as a church we lose the flexibility to handle the next unexpected expense that
comes our way. Towards that end Stewardship has picked the theme for our Fall Stewardship Campaign, “Foundation for the Future.” The campaign will encourage those who
have pledged last year or in previous years to consider increasing their pledge this year
to lay the foundation for the future that God is calling us to live into. A future filled with
promise and hope if we will only step out in faith to embrace that future.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Brent
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 KLC Transformation Team News 

Bridge to the Future Update:
Understanding and Embracing Our Congregation’s Adaptive Challenge
FACILITATED BY THE KANSAS LEADERSHIP CENTER (KLC)
Seventy members of our congregation participated in at least one segment of
the Bridge to the Future conversations held from July 18 to August 15. The sessions
generated a wealth of important information and ideas about our purpose as First
Presbyterian Church, the challenges, and competing values we face as a
congregation, and what will be required of us as we look to the future.
Our attention will now turn to identifying themes from the discussions, areas
where we need continued conversation or information, and places where we might
try some small, manageable experiments to test some of the ideas that have been
shared.
If you were not able to participate in the conversations, do not feel as if you
have been left out of this process. We have several opportunities available for you!
Contact any member of the Transformation Team (Cynthia Berner, Stephanie BirdHutchison, Patrice Cummings, David Miller, Darryl Ott, Cynthia Rekoske, Cheryl
Runyan, Melinda Sears, Jeff Van Sickle, or Dick Wieland) for more information.
•

•

•
•

Take time to read the Bridge to the Future Conversation Guide and the summaries
of each week’s discussions which have been posted to the church website
(https://firstchurchwichita.org/beliefs/bridge-to-the-future).
Register for Your Leadership Edge. Two dozen of our members have already
participated in this learning, but we still have pre-paid spaces available for church
members with course materials available for you at no charge in the church office.
Sessions are being offered on September 1-2, October 6-7, and November 3-4.
Become a member of the Transformation Team.
Pray about this work. Ask for God’s assistance in helping us to discern the future
he sees for our church and for the boldness to yield to the new opportunities that
God has for us, even as we know this may push us outside our individual and
collective comfort zones.

QUESTIONS?
Contact Cynthia Berner at (316) 641-7587 or
at ictbooks@gmail.com.
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 Parish Nurse News 
Encourage One Another
As I contemplated a topic for September’s newsletter, I came across a national observance,
the National Day of Encouragement. The history surrounding this day tells us that in 2007, a
visionary group of teenage students in Arkansas identified the biggest problem facing youth
and society- the lack of encouragement. While these students identified alcohol, drugs and
violence as serious societal problems, one group determined the basic problem facing youth
in schools and society in general was a “lack of encouragement,” and they were challenged to
find a solution. The students felt the best solution was to address the discouragement first,
and then empower one another through uplifting words and acts of support and kindness.
They launched a National Day of Encouragement to be celebrated annually on September 12th
in hopes of balancing the hurt, confusion, and hopelessness surrounding 9/11.
We are all in need of encouragement. Today we are especially inundated with huge worldwide problems surrounding the pandemic health crisis, climate change, political divisiveness
and unrest, and our own disappointments, losses, and challenges. We also have important
discussions and decisions to make regarding the future of our church. In these stressful times,
feelings of anger, fear, confusion, loneliness, and depression are widespread. By lifting one
another with deliberate acts of encouragement we can offer reassurance and inspiration to
those who need it.
What exactly can you do to lift someone’s spirits? Remember that encouraging someone
doesn’t have to be complicated. A smile or a pat on the back may say it all. Other ways
include giving a sincere compliment, lending a helping hand, sending a card/email, or calling
someone to let them know you are thinking of them, or offering to pray with someone when
the need is shared. Simple acts of kindness and extending grace especially when there is
disagreement may be hard to do but nonetheless has the greatest positive impact on all.
Encouragement in all times comes from a heart of love. Even as we encourage each other, we
can be assured that God also encourages us to be His steadfast people. God wants a loving
relationship with His earthly people, and He wants to take that vertical love and make it
horizontal. By His examples of love, we should treat our fellow human beings with
lovingkindness and respect, always!
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who
are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”
2 Corinthians 1:3-4
~Joan Aldrich
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 Children’s Ministry News 

FALL KICK OFF
September 1 - Earth Day Celebration at Minisa Park. Join us for an ice cream
social to be held outside and enjoy fellowship while the kids enjoy the outdoor playground and games.
September 11 - Family night at the Wichita Wind
Surge baseball game starts at 6:05 p.m.
September 12 - Kids Club kick off in The Well at 11
a.m. We will serve hot dogs, chips, popcorn, sweet
treats, and watch the movie Narnia. Our goal is to
provide a safe, smart and small program so that you
and your family can reconnect in the life of the
church. The faith formation of our youngest members continues to be a huge
priority to FPC Children Ministries.

September 19 - Kids Club in the The Well. Donuts and juice will be served at
10:45 a.m.
September 26 - Kids Club Zoo event! We will meet at the front gate at 1 p.m.
We will cover the admission costs for the children. Parents and older siblings
are responsible for their own admission fees.

SAVE THE DATE-Fall Festival
Fall Festival will be held on Saturday, October
16th at Whispering Winds Camp starting at 3 p.m.
We will have games, live music, nature walks,
pumpkin decoration, hayrack rides, and our
annual costume contest.
More information will be provided on this event in
the future. ~ Liz Norris
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 Youth Activities 
Youth Activities for September and October
September 1 (Wednesday) – Minisa Park for ice cream social and fellowship.
Starts at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited!
September 6 (Monday) - Labor Day - Last day for camp pool to be open!
September 11 (Saturday) - Wind Surge Baseball Game – Begins at 6:05 p.m.
September 15 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m.
September 22 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m.
September 29 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m.
October 3 (Sunday) - Crop Walk 1-1:45 p.m. register, 2 p.m. walk begins.
October 6 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m.
October 9 (Saturday) - Youth & Young Adult pumpkin patch trip.
October 13 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m.
October 16 (Saturday) - Fall Festival at Whispering Winds Camp starts at 3 p.m.
October 20 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m.
October 27 (Wednesday) - Youth Club – 6-8 p.m.
October 31 (Sunday)-Heritage Sunday
Need to contact me? Geri Doll-Youth Director-cell phone # 316-737-8855 or
email me at doll@firstchurchwichita.org/Facebook.

We are happy to give you a ride if needed.

Young Adult (Ages 18-35) Activities for September and October
September 1 (Wednesday) – Earth Day Celebration at Minisa Park for ice cream
social and outdoor play for the kids. Starts at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited!
September 6 (Monday) - Labor Day - Last day for camp pool to be open!
September 11 (Saturday) – Wind Surge Baseball Game – Begins at 6:05 p.m.
September 16 (Thursday) – Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m. at Spring Clean
Laundromat
October 9 (Saturday) – Youth & Young Adult pumpkin patch trip.
October 21 (Thursday) – Project Laundry – 5-7 p.m. at Spring Clean
Laundromat.
More opportunities for fellowship will be posted on our Young Adult Facebook
page and our group members on Messenger. Contact Geri Doll for more
information.
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 Economy Corner

 PW Circle

Economy Corner News!!

PW to study Women in the
Genealogy of Jesus

The Economy Corner had sales of $9,082.59
during July. This is equal to 87% of sales in
July 2019. This was accomplished with only
45% of the open hours of operation as
compared to last year. FPC’s share of sales
was $8,310.64 and Grace’s was $771.95.
We redeemed 64 vouchers, which was
equivalent to $1,011.50 in sales. First’s share
was $796.50, and Grace’s was $215.00. Our
average daily sales for July were $567.66.
We were closed on July 3rd due to a lack of
volunteers and July 6th due to air conditioning problems.
The carpet replacement for the front of the
store has been postponed for the time being.
We have been advised that it really doesn’t
merit the cost of replacement at this time.
Thank you for all your generous donations.
We rely on and appreciate your assistance in
providing our urban community with daily
necessities.

We still need 2 or 3 more volunteers to
help staff the Coffee Fellowship on
Sundays in The Well. This would be a
great way to meet members and serve
our need for caffeine. We will be holding
a Barista training soon. Please contact
Cynthia Rekoske at 316-992-9595.

“What My Grandmothers Taught Me”
learning from the women in Matthew’s
genealogy of Jesus is the PW topic from
the Horizons study for the next nine
months. Family stories shape our sense
of identity. Matthew begins his Gospel
with a list of Jesus’ ancestors. In this list
we find the names of some rather
unusual women, Jesus’ grandmothers.
Why are these women in this list and
what does their inclusion have to say
about the coming Messiah? What might
Matthew be teaching us through their
stories? You are welcome to come the
second Wednesday of September 8 at
10 a.m. in The Well and explore these
questions. Pat Welker will be the leader
for the first lesson that will be held both
in person and by zoom.
The Community Breakfast Needs You!
We are so excited to return to indoor
service (with social distancing, of course).
It’s a real blessing to invite our homeless
and near-homeless guests inside for warm
food and conversation.
Of course, it takes more people to serve
indoors, so we are asking for a few more
volunteers.
If you are available Saturday morning on
September 4 to assist, please contact DJ
Spaeth at 316-210-0196 as soon as
possible.
She will let
you know the
details.
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 Session News 
Each year when the new class of elders joins the Session, some of the commission
assignments change. Therefore, I thought it might be helpful for all to know the commission assignment(s) of each of the current ruling elders.
Camp: DJ Spaeth & Brent Duncan
Christian Education: Michelle Murray-Cline & Brent Duncan
Evangelism & Hospitality: Cynthia Rekoske & Patty Cole
Facilities: Marc Jones & DJ Spaeth
Finance: Louise Farmer & David Miller
Mission: Patrice Cummings
Personnel: Ann Eastwood, Patty Cole, Louise Farmer & Phil Michel
Stewardship: Carol Blumenshine & Jeff Van Sickle
Worship & Music: Phil Michel, Bill Sloan & Patty Cole
KLC Transformation Committee: Cynthia Berner, David Miller, Patrice Cummings, Cynthia
Rekoske & Jeff Van Sickle
Please note that the commissions and committees have other members in addition to the elders
listed. If you are interested in serving on any of the commissions, please communicate with one of
the elders assigned to that commission.
Melinda Sears, Clerk of Session

Help End Hunger at Wichita CROP Hunger Walk October 3
The Wichita CROP Hunger Walk is Sunday, October 3, at Sedgwick County Park, beginning at 2 p.m.
(Registration is from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the Horseshoe Shelter)
Individuals and Groups can set up teams or register as an individual in advance by going to the following
site: https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/event/wichitaks.
Participants are invited to raise funds to fight hunger locally and worldwide. There is no registration charge.
Walkers who raise $50 (brought to check-in on walk day or raised on-line) receive a t-shirt.
Local hunger relief agencies include St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s Saturday
Community Breakfast, City Life Church’s Neighborhood Fellowship on
Sundays including breakfast, United Methodist Open Door and Wichita
Inter-Faith Ministries Hunger Ministries receive ¼ of the funds raised, the
rest goes to Church World Service to fight hunger worldwide.
Parent consent forms and publicity materials are available online at
crophungerwalk.org. T-shirt pickup day is 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on October
2 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at 925 N. Waco. Shirts may also be picked up during registration on the day
of the Crop Walk.
The Crop Walk also includes a peanut butter drive that helps four local agencies.
CROP Hunger Walks are among the oldest fundraising walks. All ages are welcome as are pets. For more
information go to cropwalkwichita.org or contact Alice Price at amariep7819@att.net or 267-6853. Let’s
walk together and make hunger a thing of the past.
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 Mission News 

CONGRATULATIONS
O N YOUR 5 TH ANNIVERSARY !
W ICHITA R EDEEMER
C ONGREGATIONAL C HURCH
The WRCC celebrated their 5th anniversary as a congregation on August 25, 2021. It’s been
an eventful 5 years from early worship in a laundromat to their current home at First
Presbyterian Church of Wichita. We’ve seen the church grow, celebrated with our new
friends and enjoyed the wonderful food and lively music of Africa. We’ve gotten to know the
children and youth as we participate together in youth and children’s activities. We’ve been
privileged to witness recent baptisms at the camp. And, it’s been our honor to introduce the
WRCC leaders at Presbytery meetings as they seek to become a Presbyterian congregation.
Congratulations, to our WRCC brothers and sisters in Christ. It’s been our great joy to be part
of your faith journey.

Mungu akubariki
(God bless you)

2021 Backpack Bash Was a Huge Success!
Thanks to your generosity—and a team of tireless volunteers, 337 refugee students are
headed to school equipped for success! Thanks to our partners at Grace and the

IRC, grants from the PSK, Economy Corner and the KLC, along with generous
donors, we raised $11,500 outside the budget. This allowed us to incentivize COVID
vaccines for refugees.
Thanks to all of you for your support and hard work to make sure our refugee
students were ready and excited for the new school year. The final count is in-75
volunteers worked over 700 hours to make our 6th annual event a reality!
Please pray for our students and teachers. May they be safe and healthy. May they
experience wonder and joy as
they return to school and
Learn. God bless each of you
and keep you safe in these
unusual times.

Thank You!
~Patrice Cummings
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CALENDAR
Wednesday, September 1
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
5:30 Earth Day Celebration (Minisa
Park)

Monday, September 13
4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom)
6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The
Well)

Saturday, September 4
8:00 Community Breakfast
( KIT/WDR/EDR)

Tuesday, September 14
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well)
5:30 Finance Mtg (Zoom/Hobbs)
6:30 Stewardship Comm Mtg
( Zoom/Parlor)

Sunday, September 5
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
9:30 Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor)
Monday, September 6
Labor Day-EC & Office Closed
1:00
2:30
4:30
5:30
5:30

Tuesday, September 7
Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well)
Camp Mtg (Parlor)
Facilities Mtg (Zoom)
C E Mtg (Zoom//The Well)

Wednesday, September 8
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)
2:00 PW Circle (Zoom/The Well)
Thursday, September 9
9:30 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC)
Saturday, September 11
9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109)
10:30 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg
(Parlor)
4:30 Family Fun-Winds Surge
Baseball Game (Offsite)
9:00
9:30
10:00
10:45

Sunday, September 12
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
Refugee Worship (Parlor)
Kid’s Club (The Well/)

Wednesday, September 15
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
6:00 Youth Club (YL)
Thursday, September 16
1:30 Book Club (Zoom)
5:00 Young Adult Project Laundry
(Offsite)
6:00 Dinner Club (Camp)
9:00
9:30
10:00
10:45

Sunday, September 19
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
Refugee Worship (Parlor)
Deacons Mtg (C109)

Tuesday, September 21
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:00 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well)
6:30 Session (Zoom)
Wednesday, September 22
9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105)
6:00 Youth Club (YL)
9:00
9:30
10:00
1:00

Sunday, September 26
Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm)
Worship-In-Person & Live
Streaming (Sanctuary)
Refugee Worship (Parlor)
Kid’s Club Zoo Event (offsite)

Tuesday, September 28
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams/The
Well)
2:30 Pastoral Staff Meeting (The Well)

Wednesday, September 29
9:00 Dorcas (C105)
6:00 Youth Club (YL)
Thursday, September 30
5:00 Bag Piper Practice (Old Bell
Choir Rm)
Columbarium Update
and Information

The Shirley Tilford Memorial
Garden is a beautifully
landscaped space that includes
a semi-circular fountain and
benches for meditation. The
garden is sacred ground that
speaks of life and immortality
which brings comfort and hope
to those who participate in the
Christian life.
Our Columbarium, located in
the Shirley Tilford Memorial
Garden, offers a place of
interment for members of First
Presbyterian Church. We know
that considering final
arrangements can be difficult.
In an effort to reduce any stress
to you and/or your loved ones,
if you wish to be interred in a
niche, you should consider
purchasing the niche sooner
rather than later. We have
twenty-seven open niches in
our Columbarium at this time.
If you are a member of FPC and
wish to purchase a niche for
yourself or members of your
family (spouse and children),
please contact the church office
for the required paperwork.
Also, please note that the cost
of a niche is $725, and the
current cost of the required
plaque is $164.

First Presbyterian Church
525 N. Broadway
Wichita, KS 67214-3503
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U.S. Postage Paid
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Session News
The Session has discussed COVID
protocols and the safety of the staff and
worshippers of FPC at every Session
Meeting since April 2020.
At the most recent meeting on August 17,
the Session voted to strongly
recommend that all persons entering the
building wear a mask.
Signs requesting that those entering the
building wear a mask have been placed at
the south and west entrances.
(Note: Social distancing is still required
inside the building.)

Submissions for October’s Presby
News are due September 15, 2021
at noon.

The editor reserves
the right to edit submitted
information for
content and space
availability.

Questions?
Contact Michelle Edwards
at
publications@firstchurchwichita.org
or 263-0248.

