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October 17, 2021                21st Sunday after Pentecost                                 9:30 a.m. 

  Prelude      Arabesque       Louis Vierne     
   
  Greetings                                                   
     
*Call to Worship  - excerpt from Psalm 104: Limits placed upon Chaos  

Leader:  Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great. You 
 are clothed with honor and majesty, 
People: wrapped in light as with a garment. You stretch out the heavens 

like a tent, 
Leader:  you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, you make the  
 clouds your chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind, 
People: you make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your 

ministers. 
Leader:  You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken. 
People:  You cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood 

above the mountains. 
Leader:  At your rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder, they take to 

flight. 
People: They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys to the  
 place that you appointed for them. 
Leader:   You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not  
 again cover the earth. 
People:  O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made 

them all. 
Leader:  Praise the LORD! 
  

*Prayer of the Day 
God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the morning stars 
sang together, and the host of heaven shouted for joy. Open our eyes to the 
wonders of creation and teach us to use all things for good to the honor of your 
glorious name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

*Hymn                    I Sing the Mighty Power of God (vs. 1-3)             No. 288          
                  
  Call to Confession 
 



  Prayer of Confession 
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to hide 
from you, for we have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, and apart 
from you. We have turned from our neighbors and refused to bear the 
burdens of others. We have ignored the pain of the world, and passed by 
the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed. In your great mercy forgive our 
sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your will and obey 
your commandments, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
Silence 
Choral Response 

   
  Assurance of Pardon 
 
*Song of Thanksgiving                           Gloria Patri                                                      No. 579 

 
*The Peace 

Leader:    As God’s own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in 
mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. 
And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful 
for what Christ has done for you. Since God has forgiven us in Christ,  

 let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. 

People: And also with you. 
 
  Kid’s Connection (pre-recorded)                                      Liz Norris 

 
  First Reading                                                   Hebrews 5:1-10         
   
  Anthem                  Praise the Lord                               Jane Marshall       
   
  Second Reading                                 Mark 10:35-45     
 
  Sermon       “Obedience Learned and Offered Up” 

Dr. Rev. Brent O. Johnston 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith - Philippians 2:5-11                                                                               
Leader:  Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,   
People: who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality  
 with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 

the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore, God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so  

 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and  
 on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess  
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

   
  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  Call to Stewardship       Foundation to the Future      Carol Blumenshine  
   
  Offertory                                  How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings       Samuel Liddle 

        Marilyn Heffner, Alto            
 

*Doxology      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                        No. 592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
*Hymn           The Church of Christ in Every Age (vs. 1, 2, 3)             No. 421   
    
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Postlude                                         Intermezzo    Hermann Schroeder        

 
*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 

 
Worship Leaders 

Pastor              Brent O. Johnston                                                           
Liturgist                    Russ Davisson 
Director of Music           Steve Bixler 
Organist                                                                                  Mark Sweeney 

 
Production Crew  

Dave Muehl, Sound; Sailor Suiler, Computer Graphics; Bob Moler, Camera Operator;  
Video Editor, Michelle Edwards  



 
 

SESSION NEWS 
 

The Session continues to discuss the safety of the staff and worshippers of 
FPC. At the most recent meeting on Tuesday, September 19, the following  
updates/changes were approved. 
1) Due to the number of COVID cases in the city of Wichita, the Session has tempo-

rarily suspended all activities in the Chapel. The Session will continue to monitor 
the COVID numbers and will reopen the Chapel when it is safe to do so. 

2) The Session continues to strongly recommend that all persons entering the 
building wear a mask. (Strongly recommend means that we really wish you 
would wear a mask. Should you choose not to wear a mask, you are still  

 welcome to participate in the activities of the church.) 
 

To improve the safety and accessibility for all staff and worshippers of FPC, 
the following items were approved at the Session meeting on Tuesday,  
September 19. 
1)  FPC has pursued and acquired a blanket “No Trespass Order” on the church 

property. 
2)  The bushes and awning will be removed from the south entrance of the building. 

Melinda Sears-Clerk of Session 
 

The FPC 150th Anniversary Cookbooks Are Still for Sale!  
 

The 150th Anniversary Cookbooks are here. These make a perfect 
birthday or Christmas gift. Contact Geri Doll or come by the office  
on Monday through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to buy 
your cookbook. You may also purchase them on Sundays after  
worship. They are only $15.  

 
SAVE THE DATE!! 

 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET 
Saturday, November 13th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Hillside Christian Church, 8330 
E. Douglas (at Rock Road). Shop online: alternative gifts.org or in person. Masks are 
required. 

 News & Events 

Journey’s Class!! 
 

Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today  
by Adam Hamilton  
  

What if the Ten Commandments were not just a set of ancient rules, but a 
guide to experiencing the good life today? 
 

Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten Commandments, the list of "thou-shalt-nots" 
found in the Bible. Jesus saw these commandments not as onerous burdens, but as 
guideposts to help us experience a good and beautiful life. These ten ancient 
"words" were given to us by a loving God who longed to set safe boundaries, create 
order out of chaos, help communities live peacefully, and protect us--often from 
ourselves. In this book of Scripture and inspiration, bestselling author Adam 
Hamilton brings modern eyes to the most important set of ethics in history. 
  

Please come join us in this intriguing book and video series!! There are two 
opportunities: 
•  Sunday mornings (Journeys Class) at 10:45 to 11:45 a.m. from October 17 
through November 21 (no class on October 31). Dick Wieland will lead in the Hobbs 
Room and via Zoom. 
• Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. from October 20 through November 24, led by 
Pastor Brent in the Hobbs Room and via Zoom. 
Books are available in the church office for $20 each. Nursery services are 
available, if needed.  
 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Shhhhhh! Silent Auction—Epiphany 2022 
First Church is looking for folks who would like to submit a themed basket or items 
for a Silent Auction this coming January 9th.  Proceeds of the auction will go to 
spiritual growth programming for all age groups, like adult retreats, renown guest 
speakers, camp tuition, and facility needs for children.  
 

Fill your “spiritual cup” and another's by donating a basket of  
goodies to be auctioned off!  

 

Contact Michelle Murray-Cline for information at 734-0243.  

News & Events  



Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting 
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you 
are here!  If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, 
or phone number, please feel free to contact the office on 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
 
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. 

 
Please sign in at the front entrance prior to entering the Sanctuary for  
Sunday worship service. Thank you.  
 

Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little 
fidgeting and fussing in the pew. Finally, we encourage you to consider the  
Nursery, which is located in the south end of the Case Building, where we have 
trained Staff to supervise and engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we 
need to contact you during worship, just give us your cell number and we will text 
you, if needed. You and your child’s (spiritual, emotional, and social) needs are  
important to us. -Liz Norris, Director of Children’s Ministry   
 
A quick reminder:  Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed 
to leave the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and 
youth group activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised 
by a minimum of  2 authorized staff or volunteers.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 
 

 
Praying for the Church Family-As a congregation we weekly focus our personal 
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us   
remember in prayer this week the following: Kathy Green, Brian & Sarah Geering 
and family, Diane Nyberg, Alice Price, and Teresa Lang.  

Calendar 

Sunday, October 17 
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 WRCC Worship (C204) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (Zoom/Hobbs) 
 

Monday, October 18 
5:00 Evangelism & Hospitality 

Comm. Mtg (Zoom) 
  

Tuesday, October 19 
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams/The Well) 
6:30 Session Mtg (Zoom/Hobbs) 
  

Wednesday, October 20 
9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
6:00 Youth Club (YL) 
6:30 Small Group Study Journey’s 

(Hobbs/Zoom) 
7:00  Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
  

Thursday, October 21 
5:00 Young Adult-Project Laundry 

Mission (Offsite) 
  

Sunday, October 24 
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 WRCC Worship (C204) 
10:45 Kid’s Club (The Well) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (Zoom/Hobbs) 
10:45 Deacon’s Mtg (C109) 

 
 

Barista Trainees Needed for Coffee 
Fellowship in The Well  

We would like to start training a few 
volunteers to become Baristas during 
the Sunday Coffee Fellowship in The 
Well before and after Sunday Worship 
services. We still need 2 or 3 more  
volunteers to ensure we have enough 
people trained. 
 

We will be holding a Barista training 
soon. Please contact Cynthia Rekoske at 
316-992-9595 or the church office at 
263-0248 if you are interested in  
learning and volunteering so we can 
begin providing this service and time of  
fellowship to our members again.  

 
Thank you! 

 
 

 


