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November 22, 2020                       Christ the King     9:30 a.m. 

Prelude     Thanks Be to Thee                                    G. F. Handel    

 
Greetings                                                         

 
*Call to Worship  - Psalm 100                                                             
         Leader:     Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  

People:    Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with  
  singing. 

Leader:     Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

People: Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give 
thanks to him, bless his name. 

Leader: For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 
faithfulness to all generations.  

 
 *Prayer of the Day 

God of power and love, you raised Jesus from death to life, resplendent in glory to 
rule over all creation. Free the world to rejoice in his peace, to glory in his justice, 
and to live in his love. Unite all humankind in Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  
  

*Hymn                Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! (Vs. 1-4)                          No. 145       
 
Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all. We confess 
that we have not bowed before him, and are slow to acknowledge his rule. 
We give allegiance to the powers of this world, and fail to be governed by 
justice and love. In your mercy, forgive us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler 
of all, that we may be loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

   Silence 
  Choral Response 

 
Assurance of Pardon 



 The Peace 
 Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The  
 peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

         People:   And also with you. 
 
  Kids Connection (pre-recorded)                                                                         
  
 First Reading                                                            Ephesians 1:15-23     

     
   Anthem                                    Come, Thou Almighty King                         Patti Drennan 

Jesse Warkentin, Piano; Chancel Choir Ensemble   
 

 Second Reading                                                                                              Matthew 25:31-46    
 

 Sermon             “Jesus’ Identification with the Least of These”     
Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston                   

  
Affirmation of Faith  - Excerpt from Confession of 1967   

PART III -- THE FULFILLMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Leader:   God's redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of a person's 

life: social and cultural, economic, and political, scientific and  
 technological, individual and corporate. It includes our natural  
 environment as exploited and despoiled by sin. It is the will of God that 

his purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the rule of Christ and 
all evil be banished from his creation. Biblical visions and images of the 
rule of Christ such as a heavenly city, a father's house, a new heaven 
and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending day culminate in the  

 image of the kingdom.  
 People:  The kingdom represents the triumph of God over all that resists 

his will and disrupts his creation. Already God's reign is present  
 as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in all and preparing the 

world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. With an 
urgency born of this hope the church applies itself to present  

 tasks and strives for a better world. It does not identify limited 
progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in 
the face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope the 
church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph 
of God. [Thus, with all the saints we pray, “Come Lord Jesus. 
Amen.”]     



  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Call to Stewardship      
 

  Offertory                                                                                       Khyah Van Es, Alto   
                                 
*Doxology                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                           No. 592 
   
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn                       All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! (Vs. 1, 2, 4) No. 142  
 
*Charge and Benediction  
         Leader:    The Lord be with you. 
       People:   And also with you. 
 
  Choral Response 
 
*Postlude                                    Now Thank We All Our God           Sigfrid Karg-Elert     

  
 
 
 

*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
 

Pastor                                                       Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Liturgist                                                                            Judy Michel 
Director of Music                                                                                       Steve Bixler 
Organist                                                                                   Mark Sweeney 

 
 
 
 
 

Production Crew  
Dave Muehl, Sound; Sailor Sulier, Computer Graphics;  

Bob Moler, Camera Operator. 

Heritage Sunday Worship Leadership 



LEADERSHIP CLASSES OFFERED AT KANSAS LEADERSHIP CENTER 
Background-As we pass through our 150th year, First Presbyterian Church can be proud 
of its rich history. Our church continues to provide its ministry through strong worship 
and numerous mission projects such as Economy Corner, the backpack project, and the 
community breakfast. But we, like so many mainline churches, face challenges. Many peo-
ple, while claiming to be spiritual, have no interest in church membership. Christians are 
becoming a minority. Our downtown neighborhood is changing. Our congregation is get-
ting smaller. To thrive and survive, what will our church members do?  
Take a Leadership Class!  
Through arrangement with the Kansas Leadership Center, we invite you to enroll in an 
excellent class called Your Leadership Edge.  These classes will outline the skills needed 
as the church faces the challenges and opportunities for the future.  
Here is what you do to enroll in a class:  
• First, you will need a code: Contact Cynthia Berner, Chair of the Core Transformation 

Team, at ictbooks@gmail.com, 641-7587. You may also call the church office at 263-
0248. 

• Then, go to the KLC website kansasleadershipcenter.org and follow the instructions. 
You will need the code number, as noted above. Future class dates will be announced 
for January.  

• Finally, pick up your books in the church office. These are Your Leadership Edge: Lead 
Anytime, Anywhere and a spiral-bound notebook “KLC Guidebook.” There is no charge 
for these books. Please consider joining us for these very informative classes! 

 
Journeys Class to meet on Sundays on Zoom at 10:45 a.m. 

November 8-29—Trouble I’ve Seen:  Changing the Way the Church Views Racism 
by Drew I.G. Hart 
Called “A savvy and balanced blend of topics that should serve as a useful introduction for 
Christians of all races,” Hart covers subjects that will make us all more attuned to what it 
means to be black in a white-dominated world. Hart is a theologian, blogger, and activ-
ist. His blog is hosted by Christian Century, and he speaks regularly at churches, universi-
ties, and seminaries. Books are available at your favorite bookstore. Jeff Van Sickle will 
lead the class. 
December 13 and 20 - Kneeling in Bethlehem 
Russ Davisson will provide leadership for the Journeys Class for two Sundays in Advent. 
On December 13th Ann Weems’ poem “The Church Year” will provide the backdrop for a 
look at the church liturgic year beginning with the season of Advent. December 20th will 
be a continued look at Advent and Christmas with selected poems from her book Kneeling 
in Bethlehem as a starting point. All are welcome to join and participate in what we hope 
will be an expression of community.  

Please plan to join us! 

 Upcoming Classes & Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events  

Poinsettia Orders 
Poinsettias will once again adorn the Sanctuary for the 
Advent season. If you would like to purchase a poinsettia 
in memory of or in honor of a loved one, the suggested 
donation is $12. Please place your  
order by December 12. Envelopes are located  
outside of the church office.  
 
If you mail your order to the church, please make sure to 
notate that the donation is for a poinsettia and who you 
would like it to be dedicated to. This year we will not have the poinsettia trees. It 
will be a scaled down version with fewer poinsettias that will be viewable on our 
live streaming service. Thank you! 
 

Operation Holiday 2020  
This year, FPC will again contribute $2,500 to sponsor Operation Holiday in  
Wichita. As a Community Sponsor, you’ll see our First Presbyterian Church logo on 
the Operation Holiday website, all donation boxes, posters and event publications 
and even the banner during the event.  
 
We will not have a box to collect items for the Operation Holiday drive this year. 
Out of an abundance of caution, we still don’t want to send you out to shop. Your 
health is a priority. Instead, the Mission Commission would like to challenge our 
FPC family to match the $2,500 contribution to Operation Holiday.  
 
You can drop off or send your donations to FPC. Make out your 
checks to First Presbyterian Church and denote “Operation  
Holiday.” Thank you for helping bring food and joy to the many 
people in our community that could use a helping hand this year. 
Let’s see what we can do!  
 

Stewardship Drive Information for 2021 
We have received $229,004.00 in pledges so far. Our pledge drive is scheduled to 
end on November 22. If you have not sent in your pledge card with the ACH Debit 
sheet, please get that into us.  The finance committee is working on the budget for 
2021. Thank you.  

mailto:ictbooks@gmail.com


Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting First 
Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you are here!   
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before wor-
ship this morning. 
Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We 
do not mind a little fidgeting and fussing in the pew. But if you 
feel that your child is having a difficult time sitting through 
church, you are welcome to worship in The Well. Remember, 
quiet play in The Well is appropriate so as not to disturb others 

who are trying to worship. And, finally, we encourage you to consider the Nursery, which 
is located in the South end of the Case Building, where we have trained Staff to look after 
and engage your child from Birth to Kindergarten. If we need to contact you during wor-
ship, just give us your cell number and we will text you. You and your child’s (spiritual, 
emotional, and social) needs are important to us. (Liz Norris-Director of Children’s Minis-
try)  A quick reminder: Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed to 
leave the Sanctuary or The Well without an adult escort. Thank you for your coopera-
tion in this matter.  
 

Praying for the Church Family-As a congregation we weekly focus our personal 
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us  
remember in prayer this week the following: Gary & Loyce Booher, Doug & Stepha-
nie Hutchison, Mark Johnson, and Mary & Mitch Crouch, Jr.  
 

 
CHURCH SESSION MOTION APPROVED 

 
There will only be one Worship service each week at 9:30 a.m. both in-person 
and live streaming through May 2021.  (In order to maintain social distancing 
during worship, please do not sit in the pews that are roped off.) 
 
• In person Worship services require the following protocols to be followed: face 

masks required, maintain social distancing, only one entrance (to the building) 
will be open, temperatures of all participants will be taken, the collection plates 
will NOT be passed but instead will be placed at the doors, and there will be no  

      congregational singing during services. 
• All meetings and activities on-site, except for Sunday worship, are temporarily 

suspended effective November 16th. Session will reevaluate the opening/
closing of the church for other activities at their next meeting on November 24. 

Calendar 

Sunday, November 22 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Streaming, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
10:30 Hanging of the Greens 

(Sanctuary)  
10:45  Journey’s Class (Zoom) 
 

Monday, November 23 
6:30  KS Leadership Center  
 Transformation Team (Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, November 24 
1:00 Staff Meeting (MS Teams) 
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams) 
6:30 Session (Zoom) 

Thursday, November 26 

OFFICE & ECONOMY CORNER CLOSED 
FOR THANKSGIVING 

 
Friday,  November 27 

OFFICE CLOSED-Thanksgiving 
ECONOMY CORNER-OPEN  1- 4:30 

 
Sunday, November 29 

9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 
Live Streaming, & Facebook Live 

10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
10:45  Journey’s Class (Zoom) 

 
 

Alternative Gift Market a BIG success! 
      
What a wonderful event the Alternative Gift Market turned out to be last Saturday. The 
committee thought that if $10,000 was raised it would be a good day. The result was 
$21,248.88! What blessings these dollars will be to some very needy folks. This Market 
obviously has some very loyal shoppers. The temperature reached 74 degrees, it was 
windy, but everyone wore masks, were good at social distancing, and appreciated being 
out and about on a beautiful fall day. The sports court proved to be an ideal location un-
der the circumstances. Thanks to all those at FPC who worked to make the Market a 
success.   
   You can still support the Market. Go to the AGM website and review the 2020 pro-
jects: https://alternativegifts.org/giving/gifting/causes. Contribute online or mail a check 
to the church office made out to AGM, in the memo line place the number of the pro-
ject/s you want to support.  
    To print out the shopping list go to: https://
alternativegiftmarketwichita.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/2020-wagm-shoppinglist.pdf. 
There are also project books and shopping lists on the table outside the office. People 
served by the AGM projects are some of the very “least of these.” Even a small donation 
can make a big difference in their lives. 

https://alternativegifts.org/giving/gifting/causes
https://alternativegiftmarketwichita.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/2020-wagm-shoppinglist.pdf
https://alternativegiftmarketwichita.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/2020-wagm-shoppinglist.pdf

