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November 8, 2020                 23rd Sunday after Pentecost     9:30 a.m. 

Prelude     Litany                                              Myron Roberts  

 
Greetings                                                         

 
*Call to Worship                                                             

Leader:   Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
 People:  who made heaven and earth. 
 Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made.  

 People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
Leader:  Let us worship God. 

 
   Prayer of the Day 

God of all the living, in the resurrection of Christ Jesus you have given us the 
promise of life which death itself cannot destroy. In the strength of this 
unshakable promise give us a new heart to live, even now, as your new creation. 
We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen  

 
*Hymn                 This is the Day the Lord Hath Made (Vs. 1–4)              No. 230     
 

Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of 
this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people 
divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world. The 
profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas. The 
fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and 
nation against nation. We abuse your good gifts of imagination and 
freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them into bonds of 
oppression. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to 
serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  

   Silence 
  Choral Response 

 
Assurance of Pardon 



The Peace 
 Leader:    Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
       People:   And also with you. 
 

Kids Connection (pre-recorded)                                                                                     Liz Norris
  

First Reading                                                     Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25   
 

Anthem                                        My Great Reward                                           K. Lee Scott 
Kyle Stanberry, Clarinet; Chancel Choir Ensemble 

 

Second Reading                                                                                                Matthew 25:1-13   
  
Sermon         “Decisions Have Consequences”       

Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston                   
  
Affirmation of Faith—excerpt from Declaration of Barmen 

Leader:   Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God 
which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in 
death.  

People:  We reject the false doctrine, as though the Church could and would 
have to acknowledge as a source of its proclamation, apart from and 
besides this one Word of God, still other events and powers, figures and 
truths, as God's revelation.  

Leader: As Jesus Christ is God's assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the 
same way and with the same seriousness is he also God's mighty claim upon 
our whole life. Through him befalls to us a joyful deliverance from the god-
less fetters of the world for a free, grateful service to his creatures. 

People:  We reject the false doctrine, as though there were areas of our life in 
which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other lords--areas in 
which we would not need justification and sanctification through him. 

Leader: The Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren in which Jesus 
Christ acts presently as the Lord in Word and sacrament through the Holy 
Spirit. As the Church of pardoned sinners, it has to testify in the midst of a 
sinful world, with faith as with its obedience, with its message as with its or-
der, that it is solely his property, and that it lives and wants to live solely 
from his comfort and from his direction in the expectation of his appearance. 

People:   We reject the false doctrine, as though the Church were permitted to 
abandon the form of its message and order to its own pleasure or to 
changes in prevailing ideological and political convictions. 



   Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Call to Stewardship          Gary Gates 
     
   Offertory                                                             Cavatina                                 Stanley Myers 

Kyle Stanberry, Clarinet; Steve Bixler, Guitar 
                                 
*Doxology                                Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                       No. 592 
   
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn              Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples (Vs. 1, 4) No. 434   
 
*Charge  and Benediction  
         Leader:    The Lord be with you. 
         People:   And also with you. 
 
   Choral Response 
 
*Postlude                                                       Festive Postlude      Richard Williamson   

  
 
 

   
*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
 

Pastor                                                       Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 
Liturgist                                                                Dave Fulton 
Director of Music                                                                                        Steve Bixler 
Organist                                                                                    Mark Sweeney 

 
Production Crew  

Dave Muehl, Sound; Sheli Blessant, Computer Graphics;  
Sailor Sulier, Camera Operator. 

Heritage Sunday Worship Leadership 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LEADERSHIP CLASSES OFFERED AT KANSAS LEADERSHIP CENTER 
Background-As we pass through our 150th year, First Presbyterian Church can be proud 
of its rich history. Our church continues to provide its ministry through strong worship 
and numerous mission projects such as Economy Corner, the backpack project, and the 
community breakfast. But we, like so many mainline churches, face challenges. Many peo-
ple, while claiming to be spiritual, have no interest in church membership. Christians are 
becoming a minority. Our downtown neighborhood is changing. Our congregation is get-
ting smaller. To thrive and survive, what will our church members do?  
Take a Leadership Class!  
Through arrangement with the Kansas Leadership Center, we invite you to enroll in an 
excellent class called Your Leadership Edge.  These classes will outline the skills needed 
as the church faces the challenges and opportunities for the future.  
Here is what you do to enroll in a class:  
• First, you will need a code: Contact Cynthia Berner, Chair of the Core Transformation 

Team, at ictbooks@gmail.com, 641-7587. You may also call the church office at 263-
0248. 

• Then, go to the KLC website kansasleadershipcenter.org and follow the instructions. 
You will need the code number, as noted above. Future classes are scheduled for  

        November 11-12 and another class date will be announced for January.  
• Finally, pick up your books in the church office. These are Your Leadership Edge: Lead 

Anytime, Anywhere and a spiral-bound notebook “KLC Guidebook.” There is no charge 
for these books. Please consider joining us for these very informative classes! 

 
Journeys Class to meet on Sundays in The Well & on Zoom at 10:45 a.m. 

November 8-29—Trouble I’ve Seen:  Changing the Way the Church Views Racism 
by Drew I.G. Hart 
Called “A savvy and balanced blend of topics that should serve as a useful introduction for 
Christians of all races,” Hart covers subjects that will make us all more attuned to what it 
means to be black in a white-dominated world. Hart is a theologian, blogger, and activ-
ist. His blog is hosted by Christian Century, and he speaks regularly at churches, universi-
ties, and seminaries. Books are available at your favorite bookstore. Jeff Van Sickle will 
lead the class. 
December 13 and 20 - Kneeling in Bethlehem 
Russ Davisson will provide leadership for the Journeys Class for two Sundays in Advent. 
On December 13th Ann Weems’ poem “The Church Year” will provide the backdrop for a 
look at the church liturgic year beginning with the season of Advent. December 20th will 
be a continued look at Advent and Christmas with selected poems from her book Kneeling 
in Bethlehem as a starting point. All are welcome to join and participate in what we hope 
will be an expression of community.  

Please plan to join us! 

 Upcoming Events 

 

Upcoming Events  

PW Circle meets via Zoom and in The Well 
Joan Aldrich will lead the November 11th PW Circle Study at 10 a.m. in The Well 

and via Zoom. To receive an invitation for this lesson contact Mary at 942-8068 or 
by email at knechtmary@hotmail.com. If you are not connected to the internet you 
can join the meeting by phone. 

The subject of this third lesson is “Women’s Lament.” In scripture and tradition 
women have carried much of the burden of lament for society. The Bible is full of 
examples of women mourning that will be examined. Did the mothers of the Beth-
lehem babies allow themselves to be consoled? How do women play a particular 
role in the community’s rituals that surround death? This timely and significant 
study is open to anyone in the congregation. 

 
26th Annual Alternative Gift Market Saturday, November 14 

Because of the corona virus the AGM will be held outside in the sports court 
south of the building from 10 a.m.to 3 p.m. on Saturday, November 14. Social dis-
tancing will be observed, and face coverings are required. 

PW is sponsoring project #7 “School Supplies for Kids in Bolivia.” Most families 
living in the Bolivian Andes Mountains earn less than $2.00 a day. They believe ed-
ucating their children is their only escape from poverty. But the children cannot 
attend school unless their parents provide school supplies for them at the average 
annual cost of $35 per child. This is an impossible burden for families with multiple 
school-aged children.  

Our Community Breakfast was selected by the AGM local committee as one of 
four local projects. There will be no mini markets in The Well this year. 

You are encouraged to go to the AGM website and review the 2020 projects: 
https://alternativegifts.org/giving/gifting/causes. You can contribute online and 
download the project description to include a card for the recipient. There will be 
no ornament this year. Or mail a check to the church office made out to AGM, in the 
memo line place the number of the project/s you want to support. To print out the 
shopping list go to: 
https://alternativegiftmarketwichita.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/2020-
wagm-shopping-list.pdf. There are also project books and shopping lists on the 
table outside the office. 

People served by the AGM projects are some of the very “least of these.” Even a 
small donation can make a big difference in their lives. 

mailto:ictbooks@gmail.com
mailto:knechtmary@hotmail.com
https://alternativegifts.org/giving/gifting/causes
https://alternativegiftmarketwichita.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/2020-wagm-shopping-list.pdf
https://alternativegiftmarketwichita.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/2020-wagm-shopping-list.pdf


Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting First 
Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you are here!   
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before wor-
ship this morning. 
Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We 
do not mind a little fidgeting and fussing in the pew. But if you 
feel that your child is having a difficult time sitting through 
church, you are welcome to worship in The Well. Remember, 
quiet play in The Well is appropriate so as not to disturb others 

who are trying to worship. And, finally, we encourage you to consider the Nursery, which 
is located in the South end of the Case Building, where we have trained Staff to look after 
and engage your child from Birth to Kindergarten. If we need to contact you during wor-
ship, just give us your cell number and we will text you. You and your child’s (spiritual, 
emotional, and social) needs are important to us. (Liz Norris-Director of Children’s Minis-
try)  A quick reminder: Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed to 
leave the Sanctuary or The Well without an adult escort. Thank you for your coopera-
tion in this matter.  
 

CHURCH ACCESS & SESSION MOTIONS APPROVED 
 

There will only be one Worship service each week at 9:30 a.m. both in-person and 
live streaming through May 2021.  (In order to maintain social distancing during 
worship, please do not sit in the pews that are roped off.) 
• In person Worship services require the following protocols to be followed: face masks 

required, maintain social distancing, only one entrance (to the building) will be open, 
temperatures of all participants will be taken, the collection plates will NOT be passed 
but instead will be placed at the doors, and there will be no congregational singing dur-
ing services. 

• The church is open for meetings of 15 or fewer participants. Requirements for the 
meetings are as follows: face masks are to be worn in the building, practice social dis-
tancing and no shared food. In addition, due to the cleaning/sanitizing that will be nec-
essary after a meeting, meetings must be scheduled through the office at least 2 days in 
advance of desired date/time. 

• Members key cards are only active from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and for scheduled meetings. 
This will also allow the custodians time to clean and disinfect all areas used prior to 
the next scheduled meeting. 

 

Praying for the Church Family-As a congregation we weekly focus our personal 
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us  
remember in prayer this week the following: Richard Graves, Deanna Waggaman, 
Trey Warner, Gail & Jim York, Tyler Duncan and Candi Lewis.  
 

Calendar 

Sunday, November 8 

 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 
Live Streaming & Facebook Live 

 10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
11:45  Worship & Music Comm. Mtg 

(The Well/Zoom) 
 3:00  “Walking w/Jesus on Sundays” 

(Camp) NOTE TIME CHANGE 
 

Monday, November 9 
 4:30 Personnel Mtg  (The Well) 
 6:00 Mission Comm. Mtg  (Zoom)  

 
Tuesday, November 10 

 1:00 Staff Meeting  (The Well) 
 2:00 Pastoral Staff  Mtg (The Well) 
 4:00 Camp Comm. Mtg (The  
  Parlor/Zoom)  
 5:00 Facilities Mtg (The Parlor) 
 5:30 Finance Mtg (The Well) 

 
Wednesday, November 11 

 9:00 Dorcas Circle (C105) 
 10:00 PW Study Circle (The 

Well/Zoom)  
 6:00 Youth Club (YL)  
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  

Thursday, November 12 
 9:00 Economy Corner Bd Mtg (EC) 
  

 
 

Saturday, November 7 
10:00 2020 Alternative Gift Market  

(Playground/South Parking Lot)  
 
Sunday, November 15 

 9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 
Live Streaming  & Facebook Live 

 10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
 3:00  “Walking w/Jesus on Sundays” 

(Camp) NOTE TIME CHANGE 
 

COFFEE FOR SALE! 
If you would like to stock up on our  
delicious coffee, please come by the 
church during our current business 
hours. The church office is open Mon-
day through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. We have French Roast, Medium 
Roast, and Dark Roast in both whole 
bean and ground. Each 1-pound bag is 
$11. We also have Decaf ground coffee 
for $13 per pound.  
Thank you.  

 
 
 

2021 Calendars Needed for Refugees 
The Mission Commission is collecting 
2021 calendars for the members of the 
Wichita Refugee Congolese Church.  As 
you start receiving complementary  
calendars that you cannot use, please 
bring them to the church and place 
them in the basket outside the office 
marked "items for refugees.” 


