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February 14, 2021            Transfiguration of the Lord          9:30 a.m. 

Prelude        Berceuse              Louis Viene         
 

Greetings 
                               

*Call to Worship 
Leader:    Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet  
 been revealed. What we do know is this: When he is revealed, we  
 will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
People:   Let us worship God.  

 
*Prayer of the Day                                                                                     

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the  
faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah; and in the voice from the cloud you 
foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us, with Christ, heirs of your 
glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
   

 
*Hymn                     O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair (Vs. 1, 2, 5)    No. 75           
 
Call to Confession 

   
Prayer of Confession 

God of compassion, in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, but  
we turn away, distracted by our own plans. We confess that we speak  
when we should listen, and act when we should wait. Forgive our aimless  
enthusiasms. Grant us wisdom to live in your light and to follow in the way 
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
Silence 
Choral Response 

  
  Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 



*The Peace 
 Leader:   Hear the teaching of Christ: A new commandment I give to you, that  
 you love one another as I have loved you. The peace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you all.  
         People:   And also with you. 
 
  Kids Connection (pre-recorded)  
   
  First Reading                                                 2 Corinthians 4:3-6   

 
  Anthem                                                           Create in Me                                         John Purifoy   
   
  Second Reading                                      Mark 9:2-9   
        
  Sermon    “A Veiled Gospel Unveiled in the Face of Christ” 

Rev. Dr. Brent O.  Johnston                  
  
*Affirmation of Faith  - Excerpt from Brief Statement of Faith 

People:  We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer 
of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to 
accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church. 

 

 The same Spirit, who inspired the prophets and apostles, rules 
our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through 
the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us 
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women 
and men to all ministries of the church. 

 

 In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray 
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord 
and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the 
voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 
justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve 
Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as 
we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, 
Lord Jesus!”  

 



  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

  Call to Stewardship       “Your Part in the Mess”                   KLC Video #5 
Patrice Cummings 

 
  Offertory                                                         The Call                         Ralph Vaughan Williams 

  Gretchen Bixler, Soprano 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
           
*Doxology                      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                      No. 592 
   
*Hymn                         Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory (Vs. 1 & 3)                     No. 73   
 
*Charge and Benediction  
         Leader:    The Lord be with you. 
       People:   And also with you. 
 
*Postlude                                                        Agincourt Hymn                   David Johnson      
     

  
*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 

 
 

Worship Leaders 
 

Pastor                                                                     Brent O. Johnston 
Liturgist           Patrice Cummings 
Director of Music                                                                                     Steve Bixler 
Organist                                                                                 Mark Sweeney 

 
 
 
 
 

Production Crew  
Dave Muehl, Sound; Sailor Sulier, Computer Graphics;  

Bob Moler, Camera Operator; Michelle Edwards, Video Editor. 

Heritage Sunday Worship Leadership 



YOUR LEADERSHIP EDGE REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
The next sessions of the Kansas Leadership Center’s Your Leadership Edge class 
will be held on March 3-4, April 14-15, and May 5-6. Courses are held online using 
Zoom. Sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. and end by 2 p.m. with generous breaks built 
into each day. 

To enroll in a class: 
1. Go to the Kansas Leadership Center’s Your Leadership Edge page 

 (www.kansasleadershipcenter.org/yourleadershipedge) 

2. Look for a blue box that says, “Create Account Here to Register.” Click on  that 
box to start your registration, then select the option to create your account. 

3. Toward the end of the registration, there will be an option to enter a promo 
code.  Be sure to enter FirstPrez2020 to waive the registration fee. 

4.   Watch for an email confirmation of your class registration. 
 

The two books used in the class are available at no charge in the church office. 
These are Your Leadership Edge: Lead Anytime, Anywhere and the KLC Guidebook. 
 

If you have questions about the training or need assistance with your registration, 
contact Cynthia Berner, facilitator of our Core Transformation Team, at 641-7587 
or ictbooks@gmail.com. 
 

LOVE NOTE CHALLENGE 
I want to encourage our families to take part in the 14 days of Love Notes Chal-
lenge. I did this challenge a few years back with my own children and it was well 
received. The idea is you leave a heart shaped note for each of your children with 
something loving, positive, or encouraging (starting the 1st of February and end-
ing on the 14th.) We all could use a little extra encour-
agement and it is a great way to uplift our youngest 
members. If other church members would like to take 
part in this fun, please feel free to join in and write 
love notes to members of your own family. I would 
love to get pictures of what each of you decide to do. 
Young or old this is a great practice to remind each 
other what things we treasure about each other. I 
have included a picture with a few ideas for this chal-
lenge. God Bless.  ~ Liz Norris  

 News & Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events & News  

THE JOURNEY TO AGAPE  
Come join us as Alice Price leads us in learning more about the type of love called 
Agape. The Journeys Class for February 14, 21, and 28 will discuss agape from dif-
ferent angles as well as how to practice it. 
 

We will be reading “Agape; God's Persona: It's a Book Without Life Unless with Love 
We Write” (Ron Swingle) as well as touching on other writings. There will be a few 
copies in the office, or you may order one from Amazon. 
 

A few days before  February 14, look for an e-mail invitation from Pastor Brent or 
Jeff Van Sickle with the code to enter the Zoom meeting. Class will begin at 10:45 
a.m. and conclude at 11:45 a.m. The syllabus will be attached to the invitation and 
each week a reminder link will be sent.  
 

CHURCH SESSION MOTIONS APPROVED 
There will only be one Worship service each week at 9:30 a.m. both in-
person and live streaming through May 2021.  (In order to maintain social 
distancing during worship, please do not sit in the pews that are roped off.) 
• The Session voted to suspend all meetings and on-site activities, except for  

Sunday Worship and the Community Breakfast (as limited below).  
• The volunteers who make the Community Breakfast possible will be al-

lowed to operate inside the building.  
• The Community Breakfast guests will continue to be served outside of the 

building. 
• Member key cards will be active only during office hours from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday. If you need access at some other time, please call or 
text our Facilities Manager, Roy Yarbrough at 516-4772.  

• Sunday worship services continue to require the following protocols be ad-
hered to: face masks are required, maintain social distancing, the west entrance 
is the only open entrance to the building, temperatures of all participants will 
be taken, the collection plates will NOT be passed but instead will be placed at 
the doors, and there will be no congregational singing during services. 

• The Session has discussed the issues created by COVID-19 at every meeting 
since March. They will continue to evaluate the situation and act accordingly 
each month.  

• On Wednesday, 02/10/2021, the Session approved a motion to open the church 
to in-person Lenten Worship Services . The Lenten Worship Services will be 
both in-person and live streaming. 

http://www.kansasleadershipcenter.org/yourleadershipedge
mailto:ictbooks@gmail.com
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/pr-ron-swingle/3088032/


Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting 
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you 
are here!  If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, 
or phone number, please feel free to contact the office on 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. 
 

All persons must sign in upon entry of the building at this time for safety rea-
sons due to COVID-19.  
 
Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little 
fidgeting and fussing in the pew. And, finally, we encourage you to consider the 
Nursery, which is located in the south end of the Case Building, where we have 
trained Staff to look after and engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we 
need to contact you during worship, just give us your cell number and we will text 
you. You and your child’s (spiritual, emotional, and social) needs are important to 
us. (Liz Norris-Director of Children’s Ministry)   
 
A quick reminder:  Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed 
to leave the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and 
youth group activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised 
by a minimum of 2 authorized staff or volunteers.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Sunday Kids Connection-Kids Connection is prerecorded as part of the live 
stream worship service at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. If you have questions on how to 
find the group, please call Liz at (316) 214-4318. 
 

Sympathy-Please keep Brenda and Tom Warner, Jr. and family in your prayers as 
they mourn the recent loss of Brenda’s mother, Lyla Cropp.  
 

Praying for the Church Family-As a congregation we weekly focus our personal 
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us  
remember in prayer this week the following: Ashley Haltom, Donna Hughes,  
Vivian and Ronald Leupp, and Lynne & Michael Melton.  

Calendar 

Sunday, February 14 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Streaming, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (Zoom) 
11:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, February 16 
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams) 
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams) 
6:30 Session Mtg (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, February 17 
9:00 Dorcas (Rm C105) 
7:00 Ash Wednesday Service 

(Sanctuary) In-Person, Live 
Streaming 

 
Sunday, February 21 

9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 
Live Streaming, & Facebook Live 

10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (Zoom) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 17 at 7 p.m. 

Despite the restrictions COVID-19 has 
placed upon our worship to keep every-
one safe, we have figured out how to do 
the imposition of the ashes for Ash 
Wednesday service on February 17, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary and 
online.  
It is DIY (Do It Yourself) style in which 
every person attending will be given 
their own bag of ashes to make the sign 
of the cross at the right time, in order to 
get in touch with our mortality and af-
firm our need for new life as we begin 
our Lenten journey.  
For those at home watching the service 
online or Facebook, you can pick up 
your ashes in advance by coming to the 
church (during Office Hours) or having 
them delivered to you (if unable to 
come to church). Please call ahead or 
email if you will be picking up at the 
Church Office 316.263.0248 or 
 info@firstchurchwichita.org.    
 

 

mailto:info@firstchurchwichita.org

