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   Meditation           See  Insert 
 

   Prelude         Christ the Lord is Risen Today                        John Innes                
   

  Greetings                                                    
 

*Call to Worship - from Sanctified Art 
Leader:    This day is not like any other day.  
People: Today we slow down. Today we take it all in. Today we rest in  
  good news.  
Leader: This day is not like any other day.  
People: Today we are singing. Today we are full to the brim. Today joy  
  cannot be contained.  
Leader: This day is not like any other day.  
People: Today the stone was rolled away. Today the women saw the  
  empty grave. Today we know—death does not win.  
Leader: This day is not like any other day.  
People: Alleluia! Amen.  

 

*Hymn               Come Christians Join to Sing (vs. 1-3)           No. 150  
   
  Church Connection (pre-recorded)              Geri Doll & Liz Norris 
 

  Call to Confession - from Sanctified Art 
Family of faith, it is our tradition to have a prayer of confession each week - not 
to harp on ourselves or to drum up guilt, but because we believe God is not  
done with us yet. So please join me in the prayer of confession, because God is 
always listening and God’s grace is always full to the brim.  

   

  Prayer of Confession - from Sanctified Art 
God of new life, we are a mixed bag. We want to be full to the brim with 
hope and joy, but often we overflow with comparison and doubt. We want 
to embody the resurrection, but often we’d rather stay the same than to 
begin again. We want to have the courage to be like the women on that 
Easter morning - to run and speak truth, but often we are weary of courage 
and uncertain of our own voices. Forgive us for all the ways we remain 
unchanged. Break into our hearts. Overflow here. With hope we pray, 
Amen.  
Silence 
Choral Response 
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  Assurance of Pardon - from Sanctified Art 
Leader: Family of faith, if there is life after death, then you can be certain - there is 
  life after mess. There is life after mistakes. There is life after doubt. There is 
  new life freely given, and that life is for you. You are forgiven, loved, and 
  claimed. May we live full to the brim in response.  
People: Thanks be to God, and let it be so. Alleluia! Amen.  
 

*Song of Thanksgiving                   Gloria Patri              No. 579 
  
*The Peace 

Leader:    The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

     
  First Reading                                                          Isaiah 65:17-25  
        
  Anthem                               Crown Him with Many Crowns      arr. Mary MacDonald 

Dana Hamant, Trumpet; Joe Clements, Trombone   
   
  Second Reading                                  Luke 24:1-12   
       
  Sermon “Resurrection: An Idle Tale or Transcendent Reality that Changes Everything!”  

Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston                  
  
*Affirmation of Faith - from Sanctified Art 

Leader: We believe in a God who can astound us -  
People: a God who created the mountains of Colorado, the stars on a  
  summer night, and the green of Ireland.  
Leader: We believe in Jesus, whose example changes us -  
People: an example of love for those on the fringes, healing for the sick,  
  and welcome for the lonely.  
Leader: We believe that Jesus was abandoned by his friends, wounded, mocked, 
  and killed by the state. 
People: And in a garden, three days later, we believe that life began again 
  - the stone was rolled back, as death lost its sting.  
Leader: Ever since that day, we believe the Spirit has been inviting us into an  
  expansive life -  
People: a life not measured by wealth or accolades, but a life full to the  
  brim with joy, overflowing with laughter, saturated in hope, and  
  decorated with good news.  
Leader: Death has lost its sting.  
People: We believe and are set free. Thanks be to God, Amen.  

   



  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  Call to Stewardship    
 
  Offertory                         Easter Song                            Keith Green 

Sarah Gutierrez, Alto; Steve Bixler, Guitar 
            
*Doxology                     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow            No. 592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn                  Jesus Christ is Risen Today (vs. 1, 2, 4)            No. 123   
 
*Charge 
 
*Benediction                Hallelujah Chorus (from Messiah)        G. F. Handel  
 
*Postlude                                               Lift High the Cross                            Donald Busarow 
 
 

*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 
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Please join us after our worship service for the Easter Egg Hunt and 
photos with the Easter Bunny outside on the front law at 11 a.m.  

 

“Earth Day” Picnic Celebration April 20  

Every Christian has a responsibility to care deeply about the natural 
world. As a church we emphasize the ecological responsibilities of Christians 
as stewards of God's earth. Beginning with Genesis 1:26–28, God instructs 
humanity to manage the creation in a positive way. 
The Biblical emphasis is on stewardship and not 
ownership. The earth remains the Lord's and does 
not “belong” to its human inhabitants.  

You are all invited to a church-wide picnic 
celebration on Wednesday, April 20 (rain or shine!). 
The Minisa Park shelter, across the river from North 
High School, has been reserved for a time of fun and 
fellowship for the whole church family.  

First Presbyterian's Stewardship Commission is planning activities for all 
ages so that we might celebrate God's beautiful earth and learn how to be 
good stewards.  

This event is always well attended, and you are guaranteed to have fun. 
You may come as early as 5:30 p.m. We will plan to eat at 6 p.m.  

The main course, drinks, and service will be provided. You are encouraged 
to bring any side dish to share. 
Ice cream will be served for 
dessert.  

 
 

 

 News & Events Upcoming News & Events 
Please feel free to take your Easter Lily home with you after 

today’s worship service. Thank you.  
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Session has approved the call of a Congregational Meeting following the 9:30 
Worship Service on May 1, 2022. The purposes of the meeting are to elect elders 
and deacons to the Class of 2025 and to make two amendments to the By-
Laws. (Please see the April 7 letter for a complete explanation of the purposes. If 
you did not receive the letter via email or U.S. mail, please let the church office 
know and one will be sent to you. Call the office at 263-0248 or e-mail in-
fo@firstchurchwichita.org. 

 

Journey’s Class – April 24 through May 15 
Please join us as we conclude our Journey’s Class year with an intriguing topic led 
by Brian Howard. Beginning on Sunday, April 24 and continuing through May 15, 
Brian will lead us in “Almost, But Not Quite”, an examination of early Christian  
literature that almost made it into the Bible, but ultimately did not. Examples  
include the Shepherd of Hermas, 1st Clement, the Epistle to Barnabas, and other 
early documents. Classes will begin at 10:45 a.m. in the Parlor and also via Zoom.  

Please plan to join us! 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
“FPC Cookbook Cook Off Brunch” on Sunday, May 22 

Please join the Hospitality and Evangelism Commission for brunch and fellowship.  
Breakfast will be provided including stuffed French toast with fruit, bacon,  
sausage, juice, milk, and coffee.  

 

To promote the FPC 150th Anniversary  
Cookbook we encourage you to bring a dish found in 
the FPC Cookbook. They are available for purchase in 

The Well and in the office for $15 each.  
 

Cost for Brunch is $5.00 per person  
OR bring a dish from the FPC Cookbook 

and YOUR MEAL IS FREE! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genesis_creation_narrative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stewardship
mailto:info@firstchurchwichita.org
mailto:info@firstchurchwichita.org


                       Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting First  
Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you are here! 
If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, or phone 
number, please feel free to contact the office on Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we may  
update your information.   
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. Please sign in at the front  

entrance prior to entering the Sanctuary for Sunday worship service.  
Thank you.  

Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little  
fidgeting and fussing in the pew. Finally, we encourage you to consider the nursery, 
which is located in the south end of the Case Building, where we have trained staff 
to supervise and engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we need to  
contact you during worship, just give us your cell number and we will text you, if 
needed. You and your child’s (spiritual, emotional, and social) needs are important 
to us. A quick reminder:  Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed 
to leave the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and youth 
group activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised by a minimum 
of  2 authorized staff or volunteers. -Liz Norris, Director of Children’s Ministry   

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 

Praying for the Church Family 
As a congregation we weekly focus our personal and corporate prayers upon a selection 
of church members and friends. Let us  remember in prayer this week the following:  
Kenneth Long, Steve Harper, Geri Doll, Ann & Roger Eastwood, and Matt & Joanna 
Ediger, and Meryt Ediger.  

 

Meditation—from Sanctified Art 
“New Life is Right Here” by Rev. Sarah Speed 

Maybe today we can take a moment. Maybe today we can silence the inner critic. 
Maybe today we can leave perfection at the door. Maybe today we can allow 
ourselves to be here. Maybe that’s all that matters. Maybe this sunrise is for us. 
Maybe these Hallelujahs are for us. Maybe the hope blooming in my chest is for us. 
Maybe the resurrection was not just about God’s body, but is about our body.  
Maybe this new life reaches all the way to the edges. Maybe we are free to live in a 
new way where love is the currency and we are enough. Maybe that’s what this is 
all about - not a relentless pursuit of more but God’s relentless pursuit of me. New 
life is right here. Like the women - say it out loud. Like Peter - run that way. 

Calendar 

CHURCH CALENDAR 
Sunday, April 17 

Easter Sunday 
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
11:00 Easter Egg Hunt & Easter Bunny 

Photos (Front Lawn) 
11:00 WRCC Easter Worship &  
 Luncheon (Camp Lodge) 
 

Wednesday, April 20  
9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
5:30 Earth Day Celebration (Minisa 

Park) 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
  

Thursday, April 21 
1:30 Book Club (C109) 
5:00 Project Laundry (Offsite) 
 

Sunday, April 24 
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 WRCC Worship (C204) 
10:45 Deacons Mtg (C109) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (The Parlor) 

SUMMER CAMPS  
REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Camp registration booklets are  
available to pick up on the table out-

side the church office. All camp  
registration forms are due on or  

before May 18, 2022. For more  
information contact Liz Norris.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

RAISE FUNDS FOR FPC USING 
AMAZON SMILE! 

You can also help earn money for FPC 
when you make purchases from  

Amazon. Amazon Smile is a program 
that donates 0.5% of each purchase to 
the charity of your choice. When you 

are ready to shop, go to  
http://smile.amazon.com, choose FPC 

as your charity, then shop!  
 

 


