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July 18, 2021                          8th Sunday after Pentecost                                  9:30 a.m. 

  Prelude                                The Church’s One Foundation                             Nigel Williams                          
   
  Greetings                                                    
                
*Call to Worship      

 Leader:   O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, our 
Maker. 

 People:  For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and she 
sheep of his hand. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ and make yourself our guest. 
Amid the cares of our daily lives, make us attentive to your voice and alert to your 
presence, that we may treasure your word above all else.  We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 
  

*Hymn                    The Church’s One Foundation (vs. 1,4,5)                      No. 442 
                  
  Call to Confession 
   
  Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have failed to be an obedient church.  We have not done your will, we have 
broken your law, we have rebelled against your love.  We have not loved our 
neighbors, and we have refused to hear the cry of the needy.  Forgive us, we 
pray.  Free us for joyful obedience; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Silence 
Organ Response 

  Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Song of Thanksgiving                            Gloria Patri                                               No. 579 
 
 
 
 

 



*The Peace 
 Leader:   As God’s own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in 

mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. 
And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful 
for what Christ has done for you. Since God has forgiven us in Christ, 
let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. 

 People:  And also with you. 
 

  First Reading              2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
 
  Kids Connection (pre-recorded) 
   
  Second Reading                                                                                              Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

  Sermon                       “Breaking Down Walls that Divide”  
Rev. Dr. Brent O. Johnston 

  

*Affirmation of Faith “Excerpt from Belhar Confession” 
Leader:    We believe: that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the  church as the 
  community of believers who have been reconciled with  God and with one another;  
  that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an  obligation for the church of Jesus Christ;  
  that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a  
  reality which  must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God  
  must continually be built up to attain;  that this unity must become  visible so that the 
  world may believe that separation, enmity and  hatred between people and groups is 
  sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
  threatens this unity  may have no place in the church and must be resisted;  that this 
  unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways;  

 

People:   * in that we love one another;  

 * that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another;  
 * that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit   
    and blessing to one another… 

 * together come to know the height and the breadth and the depth of the love of 
    Christ;  
 * together are built up to the stature of Christ, to the new humanity; 
      * together know and bear one another’s burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of                     
   Christ… [Amen]. 

 
 



  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  Call to Stewardship                     
         
  Offertory                                          Already Getting Better                         William Murphy 

Khyah Van Es, Alto; Jesse Warkentin, Piano   
 

*Doxology     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                        No. 592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
*Hymn                      I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord (vs. 1,2,4)                  No. 441 
       
*Charge and Benediction 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 

 
*Postlude                                                   Postlude   David Johnson 

 
 
 
 
 

*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 

 
 

Worship Leaders 
Pastor                                                                                  Brent O. Johnston 
Liturgist                   Russ Davisson 
Director of Music   Steve Bixler 
Organist                                                                                  Mark Sweeney 

 
 
 

Production Crew  
Dave Muehl, Sound; Sailor Sulier, Computer Graphics;  

Bob Moler, Camera Operator; Michelle Edwards, Video Editor. 



BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE: UNDERSTANDING AND EMBRACING  
OUR CONGREGATION’S ADAPTIVE CHALLENGE 

 
WHO: All FPC members 
WHAT: A three-part conversation about challenges currently faced by our church 
and the opportunities and possibilities available to us in the future.  
 

WHY: Our church has been experiencing challenges including declining member-
ship and participation in church activities for several years. The pandemic has 
brought even more challenges to our work as a congregation. Using data about our 
church and interviews of several members, the Kansas Leadership Center has  
prepared a conversation guide to help us explore the question of how we identify 
and live out the unique mission and purpose of FPC-Wichita.  
 

WHEN: July 18, August 1, and 15, from 10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
WHERE: East Dining Room or via Zoom 
HOW TO REGISTER: Call or email the church office. Let us know if you will attend 
in person or via Zoom and if you would like a box lunch for each session you  
attend. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Cynthia Berner at ictbooks@gmail.com or 
641-7587. 

 

The Community Breakfast Needs You! 
We are so excited to return to indoor service (with social distancing, of course). 
It’s a real blessing to invite our homeless and near-homeless guests inside for 
warm food and conversation.  Of course, it takes more people to serve indoors, so 
we are asking for a few more volunteers.  
 
If you are available Saturday morning, August 7, 
please contact DJ Spaeth at  
316-210-0196 as soon as possible. She will let you 
know the details.  
 

Bring your mask and join the fun! 
 

 Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News & Events  

Barista Trainees Needed for Coffee Fellowship in The Well  
We would like to start training a few volunteers to become Baristas’ during the 
Sunday Coffee Fellowship in The Well before and after Sunday 
Worship services. We need a few people willing to train  
sometime in the next couple of months. Please contact the 
church office at 263-0248 if you are interested in learning and 
volunteering so we can begin providing this service and time 
of fellowship to our members again. Thank you.  

 

Whispering Winds Camp News  
The Camp is open to groups of any size, with appropriate precautions for COVID-
19. The pools are open. Anyone interested in renting should submit an application 
with their proposed schedule (Date in, Date out, # people, proposed  
activities) to Dave Duncan,  Camp Manager, at 371-1050 or Sherri Miller, FPC 
Bookkeeper, at 263-0248.  
 

A contract must be completed with  Sherri in the  
Finance Office in order to reserve the camp date.  
 

6th Annual Backpack Bash! 

It’s that time again! And, we’re back!  
This year’s Back-to-School Bash will be held inside with safety protocols in 

place. 

We will once again provide school supplies and backpacks for refugee families that need help  
getting students ready to return to school. This year, we will allow students to choose and fill 
their own backpacks as we have in the past. 

There are 3 ways you can help! 

In order to minimize the health risk, we are once again ordering preassembled backpacks. They 
will come filled with most of the supplies the students need, but we will need to buy the  
missing items. 

1. If you prefer NOT to get out and shop, but still want to help, you can send a monetary  
donation. This will be a great help towards purchasing what is needed.  

• Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church (memo: Refugee School Supplies) 

     (Con’t on back page) 



Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting 
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you 
are here!  If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, 
or phone number, please feel free to contact the office on 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
 
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. 

 
Please use the friendship pad in the pews to write your name and update any 
changes to contact information. Thank you.  
 
Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little 
fidgeting and fussing in the pew. And, finally, we encourage you to consider the 
Nursery, which is located in the south end of the Case Building, where we have 
trained Staff to look after and engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we 
need to contact you during worship, just give us your cell number and we will text 
you. You and your child’s (spiritual, emotional, and social) needs are important to 
us. (Liz Norris-Director of Children’s Ministry)   
 
A quick reminder:  Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed 
to leave the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and 
youth group activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised 
by a minimum of 2 authorized staff or volunteers.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 

Sunday Kids Connection-Kids Connection is prerecorded as part of the live 
stream worship service at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. If you have questions on how to 
find the group, please call Liz at (316) 214-4318. 
 
 

Praying for the Church Family-As a congregation we weekly focus our personal 
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us  
remember in prayer this week the following: Katie Ritz and family, Bob Moore, Ju-
dy Bogart, Jack & Mary Hollowell, and Eric & Hill Coldwater. 

Calendar 

Sunday, July 18 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
10:45 KLC-Bridge to the Future (EDR/

The Well/Zoom) 
 

Tuesday, July 20 
6:30 Session Mtg (Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, July 21 
9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 

Sunday, July 25 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
 

 
(Back Pak Continued) 

2. If you want to shop online or in 
stores and donate supplies, here’s 
a list of what we need: 

 

Drop off supply donations at 
FPC by July 26th during the 
hours of 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mon-
Thurs. 

3. We need volunteers for the follow-
ing: 

• Set up Friday, Aug. 6th from 
10 a.m. to noon. 

• Personal shoppers and help-
ers Saturday, Aug. 7th 10:00 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
 
To volunteer, contact Patrice Cum-

mings at pcum-
mings066@gmail.com or 316-
841-6553. 

Let’s return to the fun environment 
of years past and help students 
prepare for a successful  
return to in-person learning! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description Quantity 

150-200 Count 
Wide Rule Note-
book Paper 

325 pks 

Dividers for Bind-
ers 

200 

Crayola 24 Count 
Crayons 

200 

Crayola 8-20 
Count Markers - 
THICK 

200 

Crayola Colored 
Pencils 

180 


