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  Prelude                                    
    
  Greetings  
 
*Call to Worship (from Psalm 100)          
 Leader:  Cry out to the Lord, all the earth! 
 People:  Worship the Lord with gladness! 
 Leader:  Come into God’s presence with singing! 
 People:  Enter the courts of the Lord with praise! 

 
*Prayer of the Day          

O God, you are rich in love for your people. Show us the treasure that endures 
and, when we are tempted by greed, remind us of your lavish mercy. Call us 
back into your service and make us worthy to be entrusted with the wealth 
that never fails.  We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 

*Hymn        “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” vs.1,2              No.379  
     
  Call to Confession                     
 
  Prayer of Confession 
 Almighty God, Eternal Father, our life is full of sin and transgression; we 
 have not gladly believed your Word nor followed your holy 
 commandments. For your goodness’ sake and for your name’s sake be 
 gracious unto us, we pray, and forgive all our sin which is very great.  
 Amen.  

 Silent Prayer 

 Choral Response 

   
  Assurance of Pardon                   
 Leader:  The saying is true and we should believe it: that Christ Jesus came  
      into the world to rescue sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body 
      on the cross that we might be dead to sin and alive to all that is good. 
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     To all those who repent, therefore, I proclaim to you the forgiveness of all 
   your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 People: Amen. 

 *Song of Thanksgiving      Gloria Patri                No. 579                     
 
 *The Peace  

Leader:    As God’s own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in 
mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you. 
And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful 
for what Christ has done for you. Since God has forgiven you in Christ, 
let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. 

People:   And also with you.  
               
  Kids Connection (pre-recorded)                                                  Liz Norris  
      
  First Reading:                                                        Jeremiah 8:18-9:1    
                                                                                
  Anthem   “Rejoice Ye Pure In Heart”           arr. Ronald Kauffmann 

     
  Gospel Reading:                                                            Luke 16: 1-13                                                         
   
   Sermon:  “Blessed Are the….No, you can’t say that….Gasp” 

Reverend Thomas M. Church 
 

*Affirmation of Faith - (from “A Declaration of Faith) 

 Jesus announced the coming of God’s kingdom and its hidden presence in 
 the midst of the world’s kingdoms. He taught his disciples to seek God’s 
 kingdom first. We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives in 
 pilgrimage toward  God’s kingdom. Like Christ we may enjoy on our 
 journey all that sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful. No 
 more than Christ are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of 
 life in this world. We are in the world, but not of the world. Our 
 confidence and hope for ourselves and other people do not rest in the 
 powers and achievements of this world, but in the coming and hidden 
 presence of God’s kingdom. Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate 
 to that kingdom: to serve as he has served us; to take up our cross, 
 risking the consequences of faithful discipleship; to walk by faith, not 



 by sight, to hope for what we have not seen. 
   
  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer                
   
  Call to Stewardship                     
   
 
Offertory                 “Praise Him!”                                          Craig Courtney  
                                Gretchen Bixler, Soprano; Susan Beuhler, Soprano & Piano  
  
*Doxology                     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow             No. 592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                
 
*Hymn     “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand”  vs 1,2,4  No.262     
 
*Charge and Benediction 
*Choral Response 
    
*Postlude                                      

                             
*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 

 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
 
Guest Pastor                                                   Tom Church                                                                          
Liturgist                          Mia Temple                                          
Director of Music                                                                                        Steve Bixler 
Guest Pianist                                Susan Beuhler 

 
  
 

Production Crew  
Dave Muehl, Sound; Isaac Cline, Computer Graphics; Bob Moler, Camera Operator. 



The Journeys Class and Durfee 360 Lecture Series Present: 
Finding Messiah:  A Journey into the Jewishness of the Gospel 
Featuring Jennifer M. Rosner, PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary 
 
Jesus was Jewish, and his Jewish identity informed every aspect 
of his work, words, and witness. He came as the Messiah of 
Israel, God’s covenant people. So why does it seem that Judaism 
has little to do with our Christian discipleship today? Why was 
there a parting of the ways between Judaism and Christianity? 
 
Dr. Rosner is affiliate assistant professor of systematic theology  
at Fuller Theological Seminary, where she completed her PhD on 
the relationship between Judaism and Christianity. She is the author of numerous 
books, articles, and blogs. “Finding Messiah” is her latest book.  

 
From September 11 through October 2, Jennifer will join the Journeys Class via 
videos followed by live question/answer sessions. (A limited number of books will 
be available in the office for $17. Also available through Amazon.) Please join us in 
the Parlor at 10:45 a.m. or by Zoom.  
 
Next Sunday, Elder Sue Nispel, a member of Covenant Presbyterian Church will be our 
guest preacher.  Sue describes herself as a “pre-natal” Presbyterian.  She is currently the 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Southern Kansas Trustees and UPW.  She shares, “When 
I went to college, a women’s Sunday School class called the ‘Carnation Class’ from First 
Presbyterian Church gave me a scholarship to the College of Emporia.  I have never 
forgotten how important that was in my life.” 
 
 

   
 World Communion Sunday is the first Sunday of October,             
 when Presbyterian congregations join Christian 
 denominations across the globe in celebration of our unity in 
 Christ.  World Communion Sunday began in 1933 at 
 Shadyside Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, PA.  Join us 
 October 2nd as we celebrate this special Sunday with 
 Communion at First Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

 News & Events Upcoming News & Events 

Wichita CROP Hunger Walk on October 2 
Walk begins at 2 p.m. Sunday, October 2 near the Horseshoe Shelter at Sedgwick 
County Park. Sign-in from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Individuals and groups can register and 
set up teams and people can donate now at https://
events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/wichitaks.  
 
All ages are welcome as are pets. No registration fees.  
People who raise $50 or more get a t-shirt. Early t-shirt 
pickup on October 1 from 10 a.m. to noon at St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church. 
 
One fourth of the funds raised stay local. The remainder helps fund the work of 
Church World Service to feed the hungry around the world. Walkers are also invit-
ed to bring jars of peanut butter for the local recipient agencies. Let’s walk together 
and make hunger a thing of the past. For more information go to cropwalkwichi-
ta.org or contact Alice Price at amariep7819@att.net or 316-841-7942. 
 

Report from the PNC 
 

The Pastor Nominating Committee met on Sunday, September 11.  We allowed 
some time for the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee to organize and get start-
ed with its work. In addition, at the August Session meeting we asked for a change 
in the Ministry Information Form to increase the salary range up to $85,000. After 
approval, we received a new set of candidates. We discussed those folks this past 
week and are doing further research. 
 
Dick Weiland who serves on the PNC and is chair of the Interim PNC, reported in-
terviews of candidates for that position have begun. He and his committee are 
hopeful. 
 
We are in a unique situation in that we have two PNC’s working at the same time. 
Dick and I have met with our Presbytery Executive, Gail Doering, and our COMT 
representative, Rev. Laura Frazey. They are providing valuable advice and support. 
We are honoring Presbyterian policy and procedures as each committee moves 
forward and at the same time acknowledging the uniqueness of our situation.  
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                       Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting  
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you  
are here! If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, or 
phone number, please feel free to contact the office on  
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
 

Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. Please sign in at the front entrance prior to entering 
the Sanctuary for Sunday worship service. Thank you.  
 

Children’s Information 
Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little fidgeting and fussing in 
the pew. Finally, we encourage you to consider the nursery, which is located in the 
south end of the Case Building, where we have trained staff to supervise and 
engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we need to contact you during 
worship, just give us your cell number and we will text you, if needed. You and 
your child’s spiritual, emotional, and social needs are important to us.  
 
A quick reminder: Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed to leave 
the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and youth group  
activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised by a minimum of  2 
authorized staff or volunteers.  

 
~Liz Norris, Director of Children’s Ministry   

 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 

Praying for the Church Family 
As a congregation we weekly focus our personal and corpo-
rate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. 
Let us remember in prayer this week the following: Bruce & 
Patty Cole, Gale & Louise Farmer, Bridget Norwood, and 
Stacey Rucker.  
 

 

Calendar 

Sunday, September 18 
  9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
  9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 WRCC Worship (C204) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom/McComb) 
  

Tuesday, September 20 
  6:30 Session Mtg (Zoom/Parlor) 
  

Wednesday, September 21 
  9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
10:00 PW Mtg (Zoom) 
  6:00 Youth & Kid’s Club (YL/C208) 
  7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
  

Sunday, September 25 
  9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
  9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 WRCC Worship (C204) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (Parlor) 
10:45 Deacon’s Mtg (C109) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAISE FUNDS FOR FPC  
USING AMAZON SMILE! 

 
You can also help earn money for FPC 
when you make purchases from Ama-
zon. Amazon Smile is a program that 
donates 0.5% of each purchase to the 
charity of your choice.  
 

When you are ready to shop, go to  
http://smile.amazon.com, choose FPC 
as your charity, then shop!  


