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  Meditation 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  

You know when I sit down and when I rise up, you discern my thoughts from far away.  
You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.  

Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.  
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.  

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high I cannot attain it.  
Psalm 139:1-6 

 
  Prelude                                     
   
  Greetings  
           
*Call to Worship          

Leader: People of God, in whom do you trust? 
People: We trust in Jesus Christ, God with us in human flesh, who 

proclaimed the reign of God. 
Leader: People of God, in whom do you trust? 
People: We trust in God, sovereign in love who Jesus called Abba Father 

who created all things good. 
Leader: People of God, in whom do you trust? 
People: We trust in God the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 

sets us free and binds us together as one body in Christ. 
Leader: Let us come and worship our God. 
 

*Prayer of the Day          
Almighty God, your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, is the light of the world. May 
your people, illumined by your Word, shine with the radiance of His glory,  
that He may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

*Hymn            Just as I Am, Without One Plea (vs. 1,4)             No. 370    
 
Call to Confession                     
 

   

September 4, 2022              13th Sunday after Pentecost                           9:30 a.m.     



   Corporate Confession of Sin 
Leader: All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Our hatred . . . 
People: which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from 

class. Father, forgive. 
Leader: Our greed . . . 
People: which exploits the labors of men and lays waste to earth.  
 Father, forgive. 
Leader: Our envy . . . 
People: of the welfare and happiness of others; Father, forgive. 
Leader: Our indifference . . . 
People: to the plight of the homeless, and the refugee. Father, forgive. 
Leader: Our lust . . . 
People: which uses for ignoble ends, the bodies of men and women. 

Father, forgive. 
Leader: Our pride . . . 
People: which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God. Father, 

forgive. 
Silence 
Choral Response 

   
  Assurance of Pardon                   
 
*Song of Thanksgiving      Gloria Patri                No. 579                     
 
*The Peace  
               
  Kid’s Connection (pre-recorded)              Liz Norris
       
  First Reading:                                                              Philemon  
                                                                                
  Anthem                        The Call        John Leavitt    
   
  Gospel Reading:                                                           Luke 14:25-35 
                                                            
  Sermon:                          “What Use Are You?”        

Guest Preacher Russ Davisson     
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith - Westminster Confession (The Shorter Catechism)  
Leader: What is the chief end of man? 
People: Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 

   
  Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                 
   
  Call to Stewardship                     
   
  Offertory               Something to Point To (from Working)     Carnelia/Lacamoir 

Gretchen Bixler, Soprano; Asael Castillo, Piano 
  

*Doxology                     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow             No. 592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication                
 
*Hymn                           Come, Labor On (vs. 1,4)              No. 415   
 
*Charge and Benediction 
    
*Postlude                                                    

 
 

*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
 
Guest Preacher                    Russ Davisson                                                                                                                             
Liturgist                        Gale Farmer                                                
Director of Music                                                                                       Steve Bixler 
Guest Organist                    Ralph Phillips 

 
 
 
 

Production Crew  
Dave Muehl, Sound; Sailor Sulier, Computer Graphics; Bob Moler, Camera Operator. 



The Journeys Class and Durfee 360 Lecture Series Present: 
Finding Messiah:  A Journey into the Jewishness of the Gospel 
Featuring Jennifer M. Rosner, PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary 
 

Jesus was Jewish, and his Jewish identity informed every aspect of his work, words, 
and witness. He came as the Messiah of Israel, God’s covenant people. So why does it 
seem that Judaism has little to do with our Christian discipleship today? Why was there 
a parting of the ways between Judaism and Christianity? 
 

Dr. Rosner is affiliate assistant professor of systematic theology at 
Fuller Theological Seminary, where she completed her PhD on the 
relationship between Judaism and Christianity. She is the author 
of numerous books, articles, and blogs. “Finding Messiah”  is her 
latest book.  

 

From September 11 through October 2, Jennifer will join the 
Journeys Class via videos followed by live question/answer 
sessions. (A limited number of books will be available in the office for $17. Also 
available through Amazon.) Please join us in the Parlor at 10:45 a.m. or by Zoom.  
 

Session Information 
The Session continues to serve and lead the church through this difficult time. The Rev. 
Dr. Brent O. Johnston will remain our Pastor of Call until September 18, 2022. Due to 
Brent’s inability to be present with us, the Session and the Commissions has taken 
steps to assure that FPC continues to be open and functioning as close to normal as 
possible at this time.  
 

Rev. Tom Church and Pastor Judy Michel have worked tirelessly to either preach 
themselves or find excellent folks to preach the word each Sunday morning. When 
Brent was unable to serve the church, he asked Tom Church to be the Moderator  
Pro-Tem for Session on June 21 and July 6. After the July 6 meeting, the Presbytery of 
Southern Kansas approved of our request to appoint Tom as our moderator until we 
find a new Pastor/Head of Staff.  
 

During July, the Personnel Commission asked the Session to consider calling an interim 
pastor. The Session received the Presbytery’s approval and has begun the search. The 
interim search committee is composed of Michelle Murray-Cline, Judy Davis, Phil 
Michel, and Dick Wieland (chair) with the assistance of Rev. Gail Doering, Transitional 
Executive Leader/ Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Southern Kansas.   
~ Melinda Sears, Clerk of Session 

 News & Events Upcoming News & Events 
CAMP OPEN HOUSE REMINDER 
The Camp Commission will be hosting an open house at  
Whispering Winds Camp on Saturday, September 17th from 
5 to 7 p.m. This will be a great opportunity to visit and learn 
about the camp. Members of the Bridge to the Future team will be present to collect 
your questions and comments about the camp. ~Cynthia Berner 
 

Volunteers Needed for Wednesday Night Clubs 
Wednesday Night Clubs will begin on Wednesday, September 14. Youth and Kid’s 
Clubs are from 6-8 p.m. beginning with dinner and followed by fun activities and Bible 
study. Last semester we had a total of around 40 children, youth, and adults participat-
ing on Wednesday night, and we expect even more this semester! Although we have 
some volunteers, we need more to help make Wednesday night clubs a success!  
Our volunteer needs are as follows: 
 Drivers-Our “bus ministry” is an important and growing part of Wednesday Night 

Clubs. This a 2-hour commitment weekly. 
 Teachers-Our teachers will oversee planning and preparing of the weekly lesson, 

using the curriculum provided. Teachers are needed for the grade school classes. 
This is a 2-hour commitment weekly.  

 Teacher’s Assistant-This volunteer helps with the Bible study, but does not over-
see teaching every week. All grade levels are available. This is a 1 hour and 15-
minute commitment weekly. 

 Meals-You can help with meals by preparing them in advance or we will buy the 
food and you could make the meals at the church. You may also donate to purchase 
the meals.  

 Meal set-up and clean-up-It is  helpful for volunteers to set-up the meal area and 
clean up afterwards. This is a 1–2-hour commitment weekly. 

Please contact Geri Doll or Liz Norris if you would like to volunteer your time on  
Wednesday nights. We value our children’s safety so you will be asked to fill out a  
volunteer application and do a background check  or have a current one on file.  
Thank you! 

 

FPC UPCOMING FAMILY FELLOWSHIP EVENT 
September 17th- Pollinator Party at Great Plains Nature Center 
from 10 a.m. to noon at 6232 E. 29th St. N. #2200 
 
All family members are welcome to attend! Children’s entry fees 
will be FREE! Call Liz Norris with questions at 214-4318. 



                       Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting  
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you  
are here! If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, or 
phone number, please feel free to contact the office on  
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
 

Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. Please sign in at the front entrance prior to entering 
the Sanctuary for Sunday worship service. Thank you.  
 

Children’s Information 
Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little fidgeting and fussing in 
the pew. Finally, we encourage you to consider the nursery, which is located in the 
south end of the Case Building, where we have trained staff to supervise and 
engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we need to contact you during 
worship, just give us your cell number and we will text you, if needed. You and 
your child’s spiritual, emotional, and social needs are important to us.  
 
A quick reminder: Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed to leave 
the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and youth group  
activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised by a minimum of  2 
authorized staff or volunteers.  

 
~Liz Norris, Director of Children’s Ministry   

 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 

Praying for the Church Family 
As a congregation we weekly focus our personal and corporate  
prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us  
remember in prayer this week the following: Kim Bahre, Judy Davis, 
Stan & Evelyn Koehn, and Dot Schneider.  
 

 

Calendar 

Sunday, September 4 
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
9:30 Worship – (Sanctuary)  
 In-Person, Live Stream, &  
 Facebook Live 
10:00 WRCC Worship (C204) 

 

Monday, September 5 
CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY 

 

Tuesday, September 6 
1:00 Staff Mtg (The Well) 
4:30 Camp Comm. Mtg (C109) 
5:30 CE Comm. Mtg (Zoom/The Well) 

 

Wednesday, September 7 
9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
 

Thursday, September 8 
9:30 Economy Corner Bd. Mtg (EC) 
 

Saturday, September 10 
10:00 Robert Marley Memorial Service 

& Reception (Mid-America All 
Indian Ctr.) 

10:30 WRCC Planning Mtg (Parlor) 
 

Sunday, September 11 
8:30 Final Coffee Club/Breakfast (The 

Well) 
9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Rm) 
9:30 Worship – (Sanctuary)  
 In-Person, Live Stream, &  
 Facebook Live 
10:00 WRCC Worship (C204) 
10:45 Journey’s Class (Parlor) 

UPDATED ADDRESSES FOR OUR 
YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS (YAV) 

Emma Johnston and Khyah Van Es have 
been attending YAV orientation and 

training together. Emma starting  
service at the United Nations and Khyah 

started serving at various ministries 
in New Orleans.   

Consider sending them a support and 
encouragement card at their new  

addresses listed below: 
 

Emma Johnston 
501 W. 123rd Street, Apt 17C 

New York, NY 10027 
 

Khyah Van Es 
4225 Franklin Ave. 

 New Orleans, LA 70122 
 
 

FINAL COFFEE CLUB! 
Join Hospitality and Evangelism  

Where Summer Coffee Club ends and 
Journey classes begin.  

 

Join us on Sunday, September 11th in 
The Well at 8:30 a.m. and directly after 

worship service as we have a final  
Coffee Club for this summer.  

 

We will have both sweet  
and savory pastries, fruit, coffee, and 
other tasty items to enjoy along with  

fellowship in The Well. 


