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September 5, 2021                15th Sunday after Pentecost                    9:30 a.m. 

  Prelude      Aria                Gilbert Martin   
 

  Greetings                                                    
                

*Call to Worship  - Psalm 146:1-10   
 Leader:  Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
People:  I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my  
 God all my life long. 
Leader:   Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
People:  When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very 

day their plans perish. 
Leader:  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

LORD their God, 
People:  who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who 

keeps faith forever; 
Leader:   who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
People:  the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who 

are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.  
Leader:   The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the 

widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
People:  The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD! 
  

*Prayer of the Day 
   

*Hymn                       Fight the Good Fight (vs. 1, 2, 3)            No. 307    
                  
  Call to Confession 
 

  Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of 
this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people 
divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world. The 
profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas.  
The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor  
and nation against nation. We abuse your good gifts of imagination and 
freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them into bonds of 
oppression. 



Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve you in 
the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Silence 
Choral Response 

 

  Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Song of Thanksgiving                            Gloria Patri                                                      No. 579 
 

*The Peace 
Leader: As God’s own people, be merciful in action, kindly in heart, humble in 

mind. Be always ready to forgive as freely as God has forgiven you.  
 And, above everything else, be loving, and never forget to be thankful 

for what Christ has done for you. Since God has forgiven us in Christ,  
 let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

you all. 
People: And also with you. 

 

  Kid’s Connection (pre-recorded)                       Liz Norris & Geri Doll 
 

  First Reading:                   James 2:1-10, 14-17      
   
  Anthem         Sing Praise to the Lord                        Hal Hopson 
 

  Second Reading                        Mark 7:24-37 
   
  Sermon       “Favor and Favoritism”  

Dr. Rev. Brent O. Johnston 
   

*Affirmation of Faith - Apostles Creed                                                                                                            
Leader:    Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say: 
People:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

   



 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   
  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer   
 

  Call to Stewardship 
 

  Offertory                                         Simple Song (from Mass)          Leonard Bernstein 
Terry McManis, Baritone; Steve Bixler, Guitar 

 

*Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                            No. 592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn                                 Just As I Am (vs. 1, 3, 4)                          No. 370 
    
*Charge and Benediction 
 

Choral Response 
 

*Postlude                                           Chant Héroïque Gordon Young   
 
 
 

*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 
 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
Pastor              Brent O. Johnston                                                              
Liturgist                                      Judy Michel 
Director of Music            Steve Bixler 
Organist                                                                                    Gary Huffman 

 
 
 

Production Crew  
Dave Muehl, Sound; Sailor Sulier, Computer Graphics;  

Bob Moler, Camera Operator; Michelle Edwards, Video Editor. 



 

 
 
 
 

 

SINGERS WANTED!   
If you are interested in singing in the church choir, contact Steve Bixler. We  
resumed our choir season on August 15. We will maintain proper social  
distancing. Masks are strongly encouraged, but not required. Rehearsal begins at 9 
a.m. on Sunday mornings. All are welcome! Thank you for your continued  
dedication to our music program.  -Steve Bixler, Director of Music 

 

 

KID’S CLUB & FAMILY FUN ON SEPTEMBER 12 
Kids Club kick off in The Well at 11 a.m. We will serve hot dogs, chips, popcorn, 
sweet treats, and watch the movie Narnia. Our goal is to provide a safe, smart and 
small program so that you and your family can reconnect in the life of the church. 
The faith formation of our youngest members continues to be a huge priority to 
FPC Children Ministries. 

 
FALL FESTIVAL AT WHISPERING WINDS CAMP ON OCTOBER 16 

Fall Festival will be held on Saturday, October 
16th at Whispering Winds Camp starting at 3 

p.m. We will have games, live music, nature 
walks, chili contest, live music, pumpkin  

decoration, hayrack rides, and our annual  
costume contest.  

 
Come join us at the camp for this 
family fun and fellowship event! 

 

 

 
 

The FPC 150th Anniversary Cookbooks Are Still for Sale!  
The 150th Anniversary Cookbooks are here. Contact Geri Doll to order a cookbook 
or come by the office on Monday through Thursday between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 
purchase your cookbook. You may also purchase a cookbook on Sundays after  
worship. They are only $15.  

 News & Events 

Session News 
The Session has discussed COVID protocols and the safety of the staff and 
worshippers of FPC at every Session Meeting since April 2020. Beginning this 
Sunday, we will be signing in at the door for the purpose of contract tracing 
instead of passing the Friendship Pads in the Sanctuary.  
 

At the most recent meeting on August 17, the Session voted to strongly 
recommend that all persons entering the building wear a mask. Signs 
requesting that those entering the building wear a mask are at the south and 
west entrances. 
 

(Note: Social distancing is still required inside the building.)   

 
New Class of Session Elders and Commission Assignments 

Each year when the new class of elders joins the Session, some of the commission 
assignments change. Therefore, I thought it might be helpful for all to know the 
commission assignment(s) of each of the current ruling elders. 
 

Camp: DJ Spaeth & Brent Duncan 

Christian Education: Michelle Murray-Cline & Brent Duncan 

Evangelism & Hospitality: Cynthia Rekoske & Patty Cole 

Facilities: Marc Jones & DJ Spaeth 

Finance: Louise Farmer & David Miller 

Mission: Patrice Cummings 

Personnel: Ann Eastwood, Patty Cole, Louise Farmer & Phil Michel 

Stewardship: Carol Blumenshine & Jeff Van Sickle 

Worship & Music: Phil Michel, Bill Sloan & Patty Cole 

KLC Transformation Committee: Cynthia Berner, David Miller, Patrice Cummings, 

Cynthia Rekoske and Jeff Van Sickle 
 

Please note that the commissions and committees have other members in addition 
to the elders listed. If you are interested in serving on any of the commissions, 
please communicate with one of the elders assigned to that commission.  

 
-Melinda Sears, Clerk of Session 

News  



Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting 
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you 
are here!  If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, 
or phone number, please feel free to contact the office on 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
 
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. 

 
Please sign in at the front entrance prior to entering the Sanctuary for  
Sunday worship service. Thank you.  
 
Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little 
fidgeting and fussing in the pew. Finally, we encourage you to consider the  
Nursery, which is located in the south end of the Case Building, where we have 
trained Staff to supervise and engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we 
need to contact you during worship, just give us your cell number and we will text 
you, if needed. You and your child’s (spiritual, emotional, and social) needs are  
important to us. -Liz Norris, Director of Children’s Ministry   
 
A quick reminder:  Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed 
to leave the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and 
youth group activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised 
by a minimum of 2 authorized staff or volunteers.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 
 
Sympathy-The white rose on the baptismal font is in honor of Marilyn Kuhns who 
passed away last weekend and has entered the Church Triumphant. Please keep 
her family and friends in your prayers as they and we grieve their loss.  
 
Praying for the Church Family-As a congregation we weekly focus our personal 
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us   
remember in prayer this week the following: Bob & Penna Moler, Randy & Carol 
Cunningham, and Teresita Saghi.  

Calendar 

CALENDAR 
Sunday, September 5 

  9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 
  Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 

 

Monday, September 6 
CLOSED for Labor Day Holiday  

 

Tuesday, September 7 
  1:00   Staff Mtg (MS Teams/The Well) 
   2:30  Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams/The 
  Well) 
   4:30 Camp Mtg (Parlor) 
   5:30   Facilities Mtg (Zoom) 
   5:30 CE Mtg (The Well/Zoom) 

 

Wednesday, September 8 
  9:00 Dorcas (C105) 
 10:00 PW Circle (The Well/Zoom) 
 

Thursday, September 9 
   9:30 Economy Corner Bd. Mtg (EC) 
 

Saturday, September 11 
  9:30 Transportation Mtg (C109) 
10:30 WRCC Worship Prep Mtg (Parlor) 
  6:00 Wind Surge Baseball Game (Offsite) 

 

Sunday, September 12 
  9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
  9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 
  Live Stream, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Parlor) 
11:00 Kid’s Club (The Well) 
 

 
 
 

Camp Pool Hours Change 
With our students back in school the 
pool will now be open from 4 to 8 p.m. 
on Fridays and 2 to 8 p.m. on Saturdays 
and Sundays. The pool will be open 
for swimming through Labor Day, 
September 6.  

 
 

Barista Trainees Needed for Coffee 
Fellowship in The Well  

We would like to start training a few 
volunteers to become Baristas during 
the Sunday Coffee Fellowship in The 
Well before and after Sunday Worship 
services.  
 

We will be holding a Barista training 
soon. Please contact Cynthia Rekoske at 
316-992-9595 or the church office at 
263-0248 if you are interested in  
learning and volunteering so we can 
begin providing this service and time of  
fellowship to our members again.  

Thank you! 
 


