
Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting 
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you 
are here!  If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, 
or phone number, please feel free to contact the office on 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. 

 
All persons must sign in upon entry of the building at this time for safety rea-
sons due to COVID-19.  
 
Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little 
fidgeting and fussing in the pew. And, finally, we encourage you to consider the 
Nursery, which is located in the south end of the Case Building, where we have 
trained Staff to look after and engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we 
need to contact you during worship, just give us your cell number and we will text 
you. You and your child’s (spiritual, emotional, and social) needs are important to 
us. (Liz Norris-Director of Children’s Ministry)   
 
A quick reminder:  Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed 
to leave the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and 
youth group activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised 
by a minimum of 2 authorized staff or volunteers.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
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February 17, 2021                          Ash Wednesday       7:00 p.m. 

Prelude                                            Lamb of God             David Cherwien 
  

*Call to Worship  
Leader: God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him.  
People: God’s love endures forever. 
Leader: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble. Therefore we  
 will not fear though the earth should change, though the mountains shake  
 in the heart of the sea; though the waters roar and foam, though the 

mountains tremble with its tumult. 
People: God’s love endures forever. 
Leader: Let us worship God! 
 

Prayer of the Day  
Almighty God, you despise nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of  
all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts, that truly repenting  
of our sins, and acknowledging our brokenness, we may obtain from you, the  
God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 

*Hymn                                         Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed (vs. 1, 2, 3)  No. 78  
 

Prayer for Illumination  
God our helper, by your Holy Spirit open our minds, that as the scriptures are 
read and your Word is proclaimed, we may be led into your truth and be taught 
your will, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

First Reading and Remarks-Judy Michel                                                  Joel 2:1–2, 12–17  
 
Second Reading and Remarks-Dave Fulton                                                 Isaiah 58:1–12  
 
Gospel Reading and Remarks-Brent O. Johnston                         Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21  
 

   Anthem                The Holy Lamb of God                         by K. Lee Scott  
 

News & Events 

YOUR LEADERSHIP EDGE REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
The next sessions of the Kansas Leadership Center’s Your Leadership Edge class 
will be held on March 3-4, April 14-15, and May 5-6. Courses are held online using 
Zoom. Sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. and end by 2 p.m. with generous breaks built into 
each day. 

 
To enroll in a class: 
 

1. Go to the Kansas Leadership Center’s Your Leadership Edge page 
 (www.kansasleadershipcenter.org/yourleadershipedge) 

2. Look for a blue box that says, “Create Account Here to Register.” Click on  that 
box to start your registration, then select the option to create your account. 

3. Toward the end of the registration, there will be an option to enter a promo 
code.  Be sure to enter FirstPrez2020 to waive the registration fee. 

4.   Watch for an email confirmation of your class registration. 
 

The two books used in the class are available at no charge in the church office. 
These are Your Leadership Edge: Lead Anytime, Anywhere and the KLC Guidebook. 
 

If you have questions about the training or need assistance with your registration, 
contact Cynthia Berner, facilitator of our Core Transformation Team, at 641-7587 
or ictbooks@gmail.com. 
 

THE JOURNEY TO AGAPE  
Come join us as Alice Price leads us in learning more about the type of love called 
Agape. The Journeys Class for February 14, 21, and 28 will discuss agape from dif-
ferent angles as well as how to practice it. 
 
We will be reading “Agape; God's Persona: It's a Book Without Life Unless with 
Love We Write” (Ron Swingle) as well as touching on other writings. There will be 
a few copies in the office, or you may order one from Amazon. 
 
A few days before  February 14, look for an e-mail invitation from Pastor Brent or 
Jeff Van Sickle with the code to enter the Zoom meeting. Class will begin at 10:45 
a.m. and conclude at 11:45 a.m. The syllabus will be attached to the invitation and 
each week a reminder link will be sent.  

http://www.kansasleadershipcenter.org/yourleadershipedge
mailto:ictbooks@gmail.com


Invitation to the Lenten Discipline 
Friends in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover we celebrate 
our redemption through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lent is a time to prepare for this celebration and to renew our life in the pas-
chal mystery. We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repent-
ance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes. This ancient sign 
speaks of the frailty and uncertainty of human life and marks the penitence of 
this community. I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy 
Lent by self-examination and penitence, by prayer and fasting, by works of 
love, and by reading and meditating on the Word of God. Let us bow before 
God, our Creator and Redeemer, and confess our sin.  
 

Psalm 51:1-11 
Leader:    1  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in your 

great compassion blot out my offenses.  
People:  2  Wash me through and through from my wickedness and cleanse me 

from my sin.  
Refrain  
Leader:    3  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  
People: 4  Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 

sight. 
Leader:  And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your judg-

ment.  
People: 5  Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth,  a sinner from my 

mother’s womb.  
Refrain 
Leader: 6  For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me 

understand wisdom secretly.  
People: 7 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall 

be clean indeed.  
Leader: 8  Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you have broken 

may rejoice.  
People: 9  Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities.  
Refrain 
Leader: 10  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me. 

       
 
 

People: 11  Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy 
Spirit from me.  

Leader: 12  Give me the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with your 
bountiful Spirit.  

Refrain 
People: 13  I shall teach your ways to the wicked, and sinners shall return 

to you.  
Leader:  14  Deliver me from death, O God, and my tongue shall sing of your 

righteousness, O God of my salvation.  
Refrain 
People:  15  Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your 

praise.  
Leader:  16  Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, but you take no 

delight in burnt-offerings.  
People: 17  The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a broken and contrite 

heart, O God, you will not despise.  
Refrain 
People: accept our repentance, O God.  
Leader: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.  

 

Litany of Penitence 
Leader:    Let us pray.  
People:  Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and 

to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we 
have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

Leader:    We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven.  

People: Have mercy on us, O God.  
Leader:  We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have 

not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.  
People: Have mercy on us, O God.  
Leader: We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness: The pride, hy-

pocrisy, and impatience in our lives,  
People: we confess to you, O God.  
Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other 

people,  



People: we confess to you, O God.  
Leader: Our anger at our own frustration and our envy of those more fortunate 

than ourselves,  
People: we confess to you, O God.  
Leader: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishones-

ty in daily life and work,  
People: we confess to you, O God.  
Leader:  Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the 

faith that is in us,  
People:  we confess to you, O God.  
Leader:   Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done. For our 

neglect of human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice 
and cruelty,  

People: accept our repentance, O God.  
Leader: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neigh-

bors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from 
us,  

People: accept our repentance, O God.  
Leader: For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for  
 those who come after us,  
People: accept our repentance, O God.  
Leader: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.  
People: Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.  

 
Imposition of Ashes 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these  
ashes be for us a sign of our mortality and penitence, and a reminder that only 
by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.  
 

As you make the sign of the cross on your own forehead, with the ashes  
given to you and say the following:  
 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  
 

(After everyone has put on the ashes on their forehead, the minister says)  
 

Leader: May the God of peace make you holy in every way and keep your 
whole being - spirit, soul, and body - free from every fault at the  

 coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
People: Amen. 
Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
*Hymn                        Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days (vs. 1, 2, 3)          No. 81   
 
*Charge and Benediction  

 
 

*Postlude                                            Ricercar                  Johann Pachelbel  
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