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March 7, 2021                        Third  Sunday in Lent          9:30 a.m. 

  Prelude       What Wondrous Love         Dale Wood              
 

  Greetings 
                               
*Call to Worship -  Excerpt from 1st Corinthians 1:23-25   

Leader:   We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 

People:   but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ  
 the power of God and the wisdom of God.  
Leader:    For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 
People:  Let us worship God.  
  

*Prayer of the Day                                                                                     
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death,  
and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your Word and obey it, that we may  
become instruments of your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
    

*Hymn                                                Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (Vs. 1, 2, 4)           No. 417             
 

Call to Confession 
   
Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of  this  
world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against 
ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world. The profit and pleasures  
we pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas.  The fears and jealousies that  
we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation. We abuse  
your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have  
turned them into bonds of oppression. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and  
forgive us. Set us free to serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love  
in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Silence 
Choral Response 

   
  Assurance of Pardon 
 

*The Peace 
 Leader:   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
People:   And also with you. 
 



  Kids Connection (pre-recorded)  
   
  Psalm Responsive Reading Psalm 19 (alternate verse) 

Leader:  19:1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork. 

People:  19:2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.  
Leader:  19:3 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
People: 19:4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of 

the world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
Leader: 19:5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong 

man runs its course with joy. 
People: 19:6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; 

and nothing is hid from its heat. 
Leader: 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are 

sure, making wise the simple; 
People: 19:8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment 

of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
Leader: 19:9 the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the LORD are 

true and righteous altogether. 
People: 19:10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also 

than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Leader: 19:11 Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great 

reward. 
People: 19:12 But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 
Leader: 19:13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion 

over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
People: 19:14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 

to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
 

  Anthem                             Teach Me, O Lord, the Way of Thy Statutes                                 Thomas Atwood  
   
  Epistle Reading                                                                                                    1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
       
  Gospel Reading         John 2:13-22 
   
  Sermon          “Power on Display that Upends Our Notion of God’s Power”  

Rev. Dr. Brent O.  Johnston                  
  

*Affirmation of Faith  - Excerpt from Barmen Declaration 
Leader:   Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which 

we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death. 
People:  We reject the false doctrine, as though the Church could and would have to 

acknowledge as a source of its proclamation, apart from and besides this one 
Word of God, still other events and powers, figures and truths, as God's 
revelation. 

Leader: As Jesus Christ is God's assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way 
and with the same seriousness is he also God's mighty claim upon our whole life. 



Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for 
a free, grateful service to his creatures. 

People: We reject the false doctrine, as though there were areas of our life in which we 
would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other lords--areas in which we would 
not need justification and sanctification through him. 

Leader: The Church's commission, upon which its freedom is founded, consists in delivering 
the message of the free grace of God to all people in Christ's stead, and therefore in 
the ministry of his own Word and work through sermon and sacrament.  

People: We reject the false doctrine, as though the Church in human arrogance could 
place the Word and work of the Lord in the service of any arbitrarily chosen 
desires, purposes, and plans. 

   
  Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
   
  Call to Stewardship                      Stephanie Bird-Hutchison 

 

  Offertory                                On the Willows (from Godspell)                        Stephen Schwartz  
Steve Bixler, Guitar; Gretchen Bixler & Jesse Warkentin 

 

*Doxology                      Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                  No. 592 
   
*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn                     In the Cross of Christ I Glory (vs. 1, 2, 3)                No. 84     
 

*Charge and Benediction  
         Leader:    The Lord be with you. 
       People:   And also with you. 
        
  Choral Response 
 

*Postlude                                               Toccata in g minor           Johann Pachelbel       
      

*signifies congregation standing (for those able) 
 

Home Communion Video 

 
 

Worship Leaders 
Pastor                                                                                        Brent O. Johnston 
Liturgist                          Dave Fulton 
Director of Music                                                                                               Steve Bixler 
Organist                                                                                           Mark Sweeney 

Production Crew  
Dave Muehl, Sound; Sailor Sulier, Computer Graphics;  

Bob Moler, Camera Operator; Michelle Edwards, Video Editor. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Events & News  

Easter Lily Orders 
Easter lilies may be ordered in Honor of or in Memory of a loved one. Envelopes 
are on the information table and in the office.  
The deadline to purchase the lilies is March 26.  
The cost is $12 per plant.  
  

 
 
 

CHURCH SESSION MOTIONS APPROVED 
There will only be one Worship service each week at 9:30 a.m. both in-
person and live streaming through May 2021.   
(In order to maintain social distancing during worship, please do not sit in the pews 
that are roped off.) 
 

The Session voted on February 16, 2021 to reopen the church for internal 
FPC groups of no more than 20 participants on February 17, 2021.  
• Requirements for the meetings: no shared food, practice social distancing and 

face masks are required. In addition, due to the cleaning/sanitizing that will be 
necessary after a meeting, meetings must be scheduled through the office at 
least 2 days in advance of desired the date/time.   

• Sunday Worship and the Community Breakfast (as limited below).  
• The volunteers who make the Community Breakfast possible will be  

        allowed to operate inside the building.  
• The Community Breakfast guests will continue to be served outside of 

the building. 
• Member key cards will be active only during office hours from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday. If you need access at some other time, please call or 
text our Facilities Manager, Roy Yarbrough at 516-4772.  

• Sunday worship services continue to require the following protocols be ad-
hered to: face masks are required, maintain social distancing, the west entrance 
is the only open entrance to the building, temperatures of all participants will 
be taken, the collection plates will NOT be passed but instead will be placed at 
the doors, and there will be no congregational singing during services. 

• The Session will continue to evaluate the situation and act accordingly each 
month.  

The Durfee 360 Series Presents 
The Breadth of Salvation by Tom Greggs, PhD. 

 

Do You Have Questions About Your Salvation? 
• “Are our imaginations of salvation too narrow, self-obsessed, and self-justifying 

for the nature of the gospel?”   
 
• “We should dare to hope that salvation is wider and broader and higher and 

deeper than we ever might imagine.” 
 

These are the words of Tom Greggs, PhD. called one of today’s leading Christian 
theologians, and author of the recent book The Breadth of Salvation.   
 

Through the generosity of the Durfee 360 Lecture Series, Dr. Greggs will be at 
our church (virtually) to present four lectures during March. Dr. Greggs, FRSE, 
holds the Marischal Chair at the University of Aberdeen, where he also serves as 
the Head of Divinity.  
 

There will be two opportunities to hear Dr. Greggs: 
• Sunday mornings, 10:45 am (March 7, 14, 21, and 28)  

• Lectures with “live” discussion sessions with Dr. Greggs  
• Wednesday evenings, 6:30pm (March 10, 17, 24, 31)  

• Lecture with discussion session led by Pastor Brent 
Classes will be held via Zoom, pending any changes regarding COVID-19.  
 

Via Christi Hospital Thanks FPC 
Recently, FPC received a request from the Via Christi Foundation for donations of 
healthy snacks to recognize and honor the Frontline Healthcare Heroes at the Via 
Christi Hospitals. FPC responded and donated approximately $500 towards the 
purchase of healthy snacks. Packages of nuts, beef jerky, Rice Krispy treats, protein 
bars, coffee cups, creamers, and cutie mandarin oranges were bought and deliv-
ered to the hospital. Hospital staff members have worked long hours and having a 
snack available to grab and go during a long day was very much appreciated. What 
a wonderful opportunity to honor and thank our community frontline healthcare 
heroes that selflessly give of themselves to compassionately care, especially 
through this difficult pandemic! Thank you.                 
 

~Joan Aldrich, Parish Nurse      

 News & Events 



Welcome, Visitors!  
We extend a special welcome to those who are visiting 
First Presbyterian Church this morning. We are glad you 
are here!  If you recently had a change in address, e-mail, 
or phone number, please feel free to contact the office on 
Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. so that we 
may update your information.   
Please remember to turn off your cell phone before 
worship this morning. 
 

All persons must sign in upon entry of the building at this time for safety rea-
sons due to COVID-19.  
 
Children’s Information-Children are welcome in worship. We do not mind a little 
fidgeting and fussing in the pew. And, finally, we encourage you to consider the 
Nursery, which is located in the south end of the Case Building, where we have 
trained Staff to look after and engage your child from birth to Kindergarten. If we 
need to contact you during worship, just give us your cell number and we will text 
you. You and your child’s (spiritual, emotional, and social) needs are important to 
us. (Liz Norris-Director of Children’s Ministry)   
 
A quick reminder:  Under the Child Protection Policy children are not allowed 
to leave the Sanctuary without an adult escort. In addition, all children and 
youth group activities including children in the Nursery must be supervised 
by a minimum of 2 authorized staff or volunteers.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Sunday Kids Connection-Kids Connection is prerecorded as part of the live 
stream worship service at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. If you have questions on how to 
find the group, please call Liz at (316) 214-4318. 
 
 

Praying for the Church Family-As a congregation we weekly focus our personal 
and corporate prayers upon a selection of church members and friends. Let us  
remember in prayer this week the following: Dick & Carol Blumenshine, Lynne & 
Glenn Ziegler, Penninah Ziegler, and David & Marilyn Grisham.  

Calendar 

Sunday, March 7 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Streaming, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
10:45 Durfee 360 Class (Zoom) 

 

Monday, March 8 
12:00 Personnel Mtg (C109) 
4:30 Personnel Mtg (Zoom) 
5:00 Mission Comm. Mtg (Zoom) 

 

 Tuesday, March 9 
1:00 Staff Mtg (MS Teams) 
2:00 Pastoral Staff Mtg (MS Teams) 
5:30 Finance Mtg (Zoom) 
6:30 Stewardship Mtg (Zoom/Parlor) 

 

Wednesday, March 10 
9:00 Dorcas (Rm C105) 
10:00 PW Study Circle (The Well/

Zoom) 
6:00 Youth Club (YL) 
6:30 Durfee 360 (Zoom) 
 

Saturday, March 13 
10:30 WRCC Worship Prep (Parlor) 
 

Sunday, March 14 
9:30 Worship (Sanctuary) In-Person, 

Live Streaming, & Facebook Live 
10:00 Refugee Worship (Rm 204) 
10:30 Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
10:45 Durfee 360 Class (Zoom) 
11:00 Worship & Music Comm. Mtg 

(Zoom) 

YOUR LEADERSHIP EDGE REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
The next sessions of the Kansas Leadership Center’s Your Leadership Edge class 
will be held on March 3-4, April 14-15, and May 5-6. Courses are held online using 
Zoom. Sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. and end by 2 p.m. with generous breaks built into 
each day. 

To enroll in a class: 
1. Go to the Kansas Leadership Center’s Your Leadership Edge page 

 (www.kansasleadershipcenter.org/yourleadershipedge) 

2. Look for a blue box that says, “Create Account Here to Register.” Click on  that 
box to start your registration, then select the option to create your account. 

3. Toward the end of the registration, there will be an option to enter a promo 
code.  Be sure to enter FirstPrez2020 to waive the registration fee. 

4.   Watch for an email confirmation of your class registration. 

The two books used in the class are available at no charge in the church office. 
These are Your Leadership Edge: Lead Anytime, Anywhere and the KLC Guidebook. 
If you have questions about the training or need assistance with your regis-
tration, contact Cynthia Berner, facilitator of our Core Transformation Team, 
at 641-7587 or ictbooks@gmail.com. 

http://www.kansasleadershipcenter.org/yourleadershipedge
mailto:ictbooks@gmail.com

